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«  RESOLVED 
BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  afferabled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  direfted,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives, for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
which  are  propofed  to  be  publiflied  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN   DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore* 
Approved,  March  2d,  1799  : 

JOHN  ADAMS,   President 
of  the  United  States." 


JOURNALS 

or 

CONGRESS. 


MoNDATf  September  5,   1774. 

A  NUMBER  of  the  delegates,  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  fe- 
veral  colonies  and  provinces  in  North-America,  to  meet  and 
hold  a  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  affembled  at  the  Carpenter's-Hall : 

PRESENT  : 
From  Nenv-Hampshire  : 
Major  John  Sullivan,  Efq;  Col.  Nathaniel  Folfom,  Efq; 

From  Massachusetts-Bay : 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Cuihing,  Efq;  John  Adams,  Efq; 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efq; 

Fro7n  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  : 
The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  The  Hon.  Sam.uel  Ward,  Efq; 

From  Connecticut : 
The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Efq;       The  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Efq; 

Silas  Deane,  Efq; 
From  the  City  and  County  of  Netu-Tork^  and  other  Counties  in  the 

Province  ofNenv-York  : 
James  Duane,  Efq;  Philip  Livingiton,  Efq; 

John  Jay,  Efq;  Ifaac  Low,  Efq; 

From  the  County  of  Suffolk^  in  the  Province  of  Neiv-Tork  : 
Col.  William  Floyd,  Efq; 
From  Netv-Jersey  : 
James  Kinfey,  Efq;  John  Dehart,  Efq; 

William  Livingfton,  Efq;  Stephen  Crane,  Efq; 

Richard  Smith,  Efq; 
Fro7n  Pennsylvania : 
The  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq;  Charles  Humphreys,  Efq; 
Samuel  Rhodes,  Efq;  John  Morton,  Efq; 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq;  Edward  Biddle,  Efq; 

From  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware  T 
The  Hon.  Cxfar  Rodney,  Efq;       Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq; 
George  Read,  Efq; 
From  Maryland : 
Robert  Goldiborough,  Efq;  William  Paca,Efq; 

Samuel  Chafe,  Efq; 
From  Virginia : 
The  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  Richard  Bland,  Efq; 
George  Wafliington,  Efq;  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efqj 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efqj 
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From  South-Carolina : 
Henry  Middleton,  Efq;  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  Efq; 

John  Rutledge,  Efq;  Thomas  Lynch,  Efq; 

Edward  Rutledge,  Efq; 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefident,  when  the 
Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;   wae  mianimoufly  elefted. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Secretary. 

The  gentlemen  from  the   feveral  colonies  produced  their  refpec- 
tive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 
Province  of  New-Hampshire  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  by  the  feveral  towns  in 
this  province,  held  at  Exeter,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  21fl 
July,  1774,  for  the  election  of  delegates,  on  behalf  of  this  province, 
to  join  the  General  Congrefs  propofed  :   Prefent  85  members  : 
The  Hon.  John  Weuiworth,Esq;  in  the  chair. 

Voted,  that  Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Col.  Nathaniel  Folfom, 
Efqrs;  be  appointed  and  empowered,  as  deleg'ates,  on  the  part  of 
this  province*,  to  attend  and  affifl  in  the  General  Congrefs  of  dele- 
gates from  the  other  colonies,  atfuch  time  and  place  as  maybe  ap- 
l^ointed,  to  devife,  confult,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  may  have 
the  moft  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  colonies  from  their  prefent 
diiliculties  ;  to  fecmx  aiul  perpetuate  their  rights,  liberties,  and  pri- 
vileges, and  to  reflore  that  peace,  harmony,  and  mutual  confidence, 
which  once  happily  fubfifted  between  the  parent  country,  and  her 
colonies, 

J.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 

Province  of  Alassachuse Its-Bay  : 
In  the  House  of  Representatives^  June  17,  1774. 
This  houfe  having  duly  confidered,  and  being  deeply  afFe(£led  with 
the  unhappy  difi.;rences,  which  have  long  fubfifted,  and  are  increaf- 
ing,  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  do  refolve: 
that  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  feveral  colonies  on  this  con- 
tinent, is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary,  to  confult  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miferles  to  which  they  are  andmuftbe 
reduced,  by  the  operation  of  certain  afts  of  parliament  refpefting 
America,  and  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wife  and  proper 
meafures,  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies,  for  the  re- 
covery and  eftablifliment  of  their  juft  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and 
religious,  and  the  reftoration  of  union  and  harmony  between  Great- 
]?rltaln  and  the  colonies,  moft  ardently  defired  by  all  good  men  : 
Therefore,  refolvcd,  that  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoine,  Efq;  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Cufliing,  Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  and 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid, 
any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum  ;  to  meet  fuch  committees  or 
delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed, 
either  by  their  refpedllve  houfes  of  burgelTes,  or  reprefentatlves,  or 
by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  appointed 
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by  the  rerpeftive  houfes  of  affembly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
or  any  other  place  that  fhall  be  judged  mofl  fuitable  by  tlie  commit- 
tee, on  the  1ft  day  of  September  next ;  and  that  thefpeaker  of  the 
houfe  be  direfted,  in  a  letter  to  the  fpeakers  of  the  houfes  of  bur- 
geffes  or  reprefentatives  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  inform  them  of 
the  fubHance  of  thefe  refolves- 

Samuel  Ada3is,  C/erA. 

Rhode-Island : 
By  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Wanton,  Efq;  governor,  captain-general,  and 

commander  in   chief  of  and  over  the   Engliili  colony  of  Rhode- 

Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New-England  in  America. 
To  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins^  Esq;  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward.,  Esq; 

Greeting. 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  aforefald,  have  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  reprefent  the  people  of  this  colony  in  General  Congrefs 
of  Reprefentatives  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  fliould  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  com- 
mittees appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  in  general  ; 
I  do  therefore  hereby  authorife,  empower,  and  commiffionate  you, 
the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  it  being  the  place  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of 
the  colonies  ;  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  and  joia 
"vvith  the  commifiioners  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  in 
confulting  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  feveral 
afts  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon  his  niajefty's 
fubjefts  in  America,  without  their  confent,  and  particularly  an  a^ 
l&tely  pafTed  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Bcfton,  and  upon  proper 
meafures  to  eftabiifh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies,  upon  a 
juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  inftruftions  given  you 
by  the  general  afTembly. 

[L.  S.]  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  faid  colony,  this 
10th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  and  the 
14th  of  the  reign  of  his  moft  facred  Majefty  George  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  8cc. 

By  his  honour's  command,  J.  Wanton, 

Henky  Ward, .Sec'ry. 

Connecticut  : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut^ 
June  3d,  1774. 

Whereas  a  Congrefs  of  commilTioners  from  the  feveral  Britifh 
eolonies  in  America,  is  propofed  by  fome  of  our  neighbouring  co- 
lonies, and  thought  neceffary ;  and  whereas,  it  may  be  found  expe- 
dient that  fuch  Congrefs  Ihould  be  convened  before  the  next  fef- 
fions  of  this  afTembly  : 

Resolved,  by  this  houfe,  that  the  committee  of  correfpondence  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  on  application  to  them  made,  or 
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from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  found  neceffary,  toappoint  a  fuitablcr 
number  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs,  or  convention  of  commiffioners,  or 
committees  of  the  feveral  colonies  in  Britilh  America,  and  the  per- 
fons  thus  to  be  chofen  fliall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  direded,  in  be- 
half of  this  colony,  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs  ;  to  confult  and  advife 
on  proper  meafurcsfor  advancing  the  beft  good  of  the  colonies,  and 
fuch  conferences,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  this  houfe. 
A  true  cxtradl  and  copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe. 

William  Williams,  Clerk, 

Colonj  of  Connecticut,  ff. 

New-London,  July  13th,  1774. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony  : 
The  Hon.  Ebenezer  Silliman,  Efq;  in  the  chair: 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  the  Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnfton, 
Eraftus  Wolcott,  Silas  Deane,  and  Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  were  no- 
minated, purfuant  to  the  aft  of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives . 
of  the  faid  colony,  at  their  feflions  in  May  laft,  either  three  of 
which  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  co- 
lony, to  attend  the  General  Congrefs  of  the  colonies,  propofed  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  day  of  September  next,  or  at  fuch 
other  time  and  place  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  by  the  colonies,  to  con- 
fult and  advife  with  the  commiffioners  or  committees  of  the  feveral 
Englifh  colonies  in  America,  on  proper  meafures  for  advancing  the 
beft  good  of  the  colonies. 

Signed,  Ebenezer  Silliman,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,, 
Eraftus  Wolcott,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  jun.  Silas  Deane. 

Hartford,  August,  \77 A. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony  : 
Eraftus  Wolcott,  Chairman : 

The  Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnfton,  Eraftus  Wolcott,  and 
Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  nominated  by  this  committee  at  New-London, 
on  the  13th  of  July  laft,  as  perfons  proper  to  attend  the  General 
Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  of  September  next, 
as  by  faid  appointment,  being  unable,  by  reafon  of  previous  engage- 
ments and  the  ftate  of  their  health,  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  on  be- 
half of  this  colony  ;  the  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  and  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, Efqrs;  were  nominated  in  the  place  of  the  aforefaid  gentle- 
men, as  perfons  proper  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of  this 
colony,  either  of  which  are  empowered,  with  the  Hon.  Eliphalet 
Dyer,  and  Silas  Deane,  Efqrs;  for  that  purpofe. 

Signed,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
Nathaniel  Wales,  jun.  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Samuel  Billiop. 

New-York: 
By  duly  certified  polls,  taken  by  proper  perfons,  in  feven  wards, 
it  .appears  that  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  Philip  Llvingfton,  Ifaac 
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L-0-5V-,  nnd  John  Alfop,  Efqrs;  were  elefted  as  delegates  for  the  city 
and  county  of  New-York,  to  attend  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,, 
the  firft  day  of  September  next;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  committees 
of  feveral  diftrias  in  the  county  of  Weft-Chefter,  the  fame  gentle- 
men were  appointed  to  reprefent  that  county;  alfo  by  a  letter  irom 
Jacob  Lanfing,  jun.  chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  Alba- 
ny, it  appears,  that  that  city  and  county  had  adopted  the  fame  for 
their  delegates.  By  another  letter,  it  appears,  that  the  committee 
from  the  feveral  diftrids  in  the  county  of  Duchefs,  had  likewife  adopt- 
ed the  fame  as  delegates  to  reprefent  that  county  in  Congrefs,  and 
that  committees  of  other  towns  approve  of  them  as  their  delegates. 
By  a  writing  duly  attelled,  it  appears,  the  county  of  Suffolk,  ia 
the  colony  of  New- York,  have  appointed  colonel  William  Floyd, 
to  reprefent  them  in  Congrefs. 

New-Jersey: 

^ojame^  Kinsej,  William  Livingston,  John  Debart,  Stephen  CranCy 

and  Richard  Smith,  Esqrs;  each  and  every  of  you : 

The  committees,  appointed  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the  colony 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  nominate  deputies,  to  reprefent  the  fame  in  Gene- 
ral Congrefs  of  deputies,  from  the  other  colonies  in  America,  con- 
vened at  the  city  of  New-Brunfwick,  have  nominated  and  appoin- 
ted, and  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you,  and  each  of  you,  depu- 
ties, to  reprefent  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  faid  General  Con- 
grefs. In  teftimony  whereof,  the  chairman  of  the  laid  feveral  com- 
mittees here  met,  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands,  this  tYt^enty-third 
day  of  July,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign 
lord  king  George  the  third,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774. 

Signed,  William  P.  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moores,  Robert 
Johufon,  Robert  Field,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Zabrilkie,  Sa- 
anuel  Tucker,  Edward  Taylor,  Hendrick  Filher,  Archibald  Stewart, 
Thomas  Anderfon,  Abia  Brown,  Mark  Thompfon. 

Pennsylvania: 

EXTRACT    FROM    VOTKS    OF    ASSEMBLY. 

Friday,  July  22d,  I77i,  A.  M. 

The  committee  of  ^the  whole  houfe,  taking  into  their  mofl  ferions 
confideration,  the  unfortunate  differences  which  have  long  fubffffcd 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  and  being  great- 
ly encreafcd  by  the  operation  and  effects  of  divers  late  acts  of  the 
Britilh  parliament: 

Resolved,  AL  C,  D.  That  there  is  an  abfolute  ncceffity  that  a 
Cpngrefs  of  deputies  from  tli-^  feveral  colonies,  be  held  as  foon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  to  confult  togetlier  upon  the  prcfent  unhappy 
ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the  purpoi;s 
of  obtaining  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  afcertaining  Amer;can 
rights  upon  the  moftfolid  and  conftitutionnl  principles,  and  for  effab- 
lifliing  that  union  and  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colo- 
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nies,  which  is  indifpenfably  necefTarj'  to  the  welfare  and  happlnefs 
of  both. 

Eodem  die,  P.  M. 

The  honfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolve  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  and,  after  fome  debate  thereon,  adopting 
and  confirming  the  fame, 

Resolved,  A'.  C.  D.  That  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  fpeaker; 
Samuel  Rhoads,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton, 
George  Rofs,  and  Edward  Biddle,  Efqrs;  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  do  meet  fuch  commit- 
tees or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  ap- 
pointed, either  by  their  refpeclive  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives,  or  by- 
convention,  or  by  the  provincial  or  colony  committees,  at  fuch 
time  and  place,  as  fliall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  fuch  committee. 

57?e  three  Counties  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware :  ■ 
August  1,  1774,  A.  M. 
The  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  government  of  the 
counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex,  on  Delaware,  met  at 
New-Caftle,  in  purfuance  of  circular  letters  from  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe,  who  was  requefted  to  write  and  forward  the  fame  to  the 
members  of  affembly,  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  for  the 
feveral  counties  aforefaid,  chofen  and  appointed  for  that  among 
other  purpofes,  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  faid  counties 
refpectively:  And  having  chofen  a  chairman,  and  read  the  refolves 
of  the  three  refpective  counties,  and  fundr\'  letters  from  the  com- 
mittees of  correfpondence  along  the  continent,  they  unanimoufly  en- 
tered into  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

We,  the  reprefentatives  aforefaid,  by  virtue  of  the  power  delega- 
ted to  us,  as  aforefaid,  taking  into  our  mofl  ferious  confideration  the 
feveral  acts  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  reftraining  manufaclurea 
in  his  majefty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  North-America,— 
for  taking  away  the  property-  of  the  colonifts  without  their  partici- 
pation or  confent, — for  the  introdu\!^ion  of  the  arbitrary  powers  of 
excife  into  the  cuftoms  here, — for  the  making  all  revenue  caufes 
triable  without  jury,  and  under  the  decifion  of  a  fingle  dependent 
judge, — for  the  trial,  in  England,  of  perfons  accufed  of  capital 
crimes,  committed  in  the  colonies, — for  the  (hutting  up  the  port  of 
Bofton, — for  new-modelling  the  government  of  the  MalTachufetts- 
Bay,  and  the  operation  of  the  fame  on  the  property,  liberty,  and  lives 
of  the  colonifls;  and  alfo  confidering,  that  moft  eligible  mode 
of  determining  upon  the  premifes,  and  of  endeavouring  to  procure 
relief  and  redrcis  of  our  grievances,  would  have  been  by  us  affembled 
in  a  legiflative  capacity,  but  that  as  the  houfe  had  adjourned  to  the 
50th  day  of  September  next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  his 
honour  the  governor  would  call  us,  by  writs  of  fummons,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  having  refufed  to  do  the  like  in  his  other  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania  j  the  next  moft  proper  method,  of  anfwering  the  expeila- 
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tions  and  deGres  of  our  conftituents,  and  of  contributing  our  aid  to 
the  general  caufe  of  America,  is  to  appoint  commiffioners  or  depu- 
ties in  behalf  of  tlie  people  of  this  government,  to  meet  and  act 
■with  thofe  appointed  by  the  other  provinces,  in  General  Congrefs  ; 
and  we  do,  therefore, unanimouily  nominate  and  appoint  Cscfar  Rod- 
ney, Thomas  M'Kean,  and  George  Read,  Efqrs;  or  any  two  of  them, 
deputies,  on  the  part  and  behalf  t)f  this  government,  in  a  general 
continental  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  firft  Monday  in  September  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or 
place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there,  to  confult 
and  advife  with  the  deputies  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  deter- 
mine upon  all  fuch  prudent  and  lawful  meafures,  as  may  be  judged 
moft  expedient  for  the  colonies  immediately  and  unitedly  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  obtain  relief  for  an  oppreffed  people,  and  the  redrefs  of 
our  general  grievances. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  convention, 

C^SAR   Rodney,  Cbairman, 

Maryland : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the  feveral  coun- 
ties of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  22d 
day  of  June,  1774,  and  continued  by  adjournment,  from  day  to 
day,  till  the  25th  of  the  fame  month : 

3Iattheiv  Tilgbman^  Esq;  in  the  chair  : 
John  Ducket,  clerk  : 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Ro- 
bert Goldfborough,  William  Paca,  and  Sam.uel  Chafe,  Efqrs;  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  deputies  for  this  province,  to  attend  a 
General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  may  be  agreed  on;  to  effeft  one  general  plan  of  conducit, 
operating  on  the  commercial  connexion  of  the  colonies  with  the 
mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Eofton,  and  prefervation  of  Ame- 
rican liberty. 

Virgin  ia  : 
Monday  the  first  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1774. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  different  counties  in 
this  colony,  convened  in  the  city  of  Williamfburgh,  to  take  under 
their  confideration  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  fituation  of  the 
continent  of  North-America  : 

Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq;  in  the  chair  : 

It  was  unanimouily  refolved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
the  Britifli  empire,  that  a  General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  all  the 
colonies,  afiemble  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  fituations  will  admit, 
to  confider  of  the  moft  proper  and  effeftual  manner  of  fo  operating 
on  the  commercial  connexion  of  the  colonies  with  the  mother 
country,  as  to  procure  redrefs  for  the  much-injured  province  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  tofecure  Britifli  America  from  tiie  ravage  and  ruin 
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of  arbitrary  taxes,  and  fpeedily  to  procure  the  return  of  that  har- 
mony and  union,  fo  beneficial  to  the  whole  empire,  and  fo  ardenthy 
defired  by  all  Eritifh  America. 

Iridaj,  August  5,  1774. 
The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  delegates,  to  reprefent 
■this  colony  in  General  Congrefs,  Avhenthe  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  George  Walhington,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard 
Bland,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq^rs;  were 
appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

South-Carolina : 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  AffembTy, 

Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of  August,  1774. 

Colonel  Powel  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  during  the  recefs  of 
this  houfe,  viz.  on  the  lixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  days  of  July  laft, 
at  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  they  having 
under  confideration  the  aAs  of  parliament  lately  pafTed  with  regard 
to  the  port  of  Boflon  and  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  as  well  as 
other  American  grievances,  had  nominated  and  appointed  the  ho- 
nourable Henry  Middleton,  John  Rutledge, Thomas  Lynch, Chrifto- 
pher  Gadfden,  and  Edward  Rutledge,  Efqis;  deputies  on  the  pai't 
and  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  other  colonies 
of  North-America,  in  General  Congrefs,  the  firft  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember next  at  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that 
may  be  generally  agreed  on,  there  to  confider  the  a^ls  lately  pafTed, 
and  bills  depending  in  parliament  with  regard  to  the  port  of  Bollon. 
and  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  which  afts  and  bills  in  the  prece- 
dent and  confequences  afFeft  the  whole  continent  of  America — 
alfo  the  grievances  under  which  America  labours,  by  reafonofthe 
feveral  acts  of  parliament  that  impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  raifmg  a 
revenue,  and  lay  unnecefTary  reftraints  and  burdens  on  trade;  and 
■of  the  ftututes,  parliamentary  acls,  and  royal  inflrudtions,  which 
make  an  invidious  diflindlion  between  his  majefty's  fubjedls  in 
Great-Britain  and  America,  Avith  full  power  and  authority  to  con- 
cert, agree  to,  and  effeftually  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures,  as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  faid  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  alTem- 
^bled,  Hiall  be  mofl:  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  afts,  and  a 
redrefs  of  thofe  grievances:  and  thereupon  moved  that  this  houfe  do 
refolve  to  recognize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  faid  appointment  of  the 
deputies  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  N,  C.  D.  That  this  houfe  do  recognize,  ratify,  and  con- 
firm the  appointment  of  the  faid  deputies  for  the  purpofes  mentioned 
in  the  faid  motion. 

Attested,  Thomas  Farr,  jun.  clerk. 

,^&^m^ 

TuESDAT,  September  6,    1774,   A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Present:  The  fame  members  as  yeflerday,  and  moreover,  from 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efquire. 
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The  Congrefs  refumiifg  the  confideration  of  rules  of  condudl  to 
be  obferved  in  debating  and  determining  the  queftions,  that  come 
under  confideration. 

Resolved.,  That  in  determining  queftions  in  this  Congrefs,  each 
colony  or  province  fliall  have  one  vote. — The  Congrefs  not  being 
polTeffed  of,  or  at  prefent  able  to  procure  proper  materials  for  af- 
certaining  the  importance  of  each  colony. 

Resolved.,  That  no  perfon  fhall  fpeak  more  than  twice  on  the 
fame  point,  without  leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  no  queftion  fhall  be  determined  the  day,  on 
which  it  is  agitated  and  debated,  if  any  one  of  the  colonies  defire 
the  determination  to  be  poftponed  to  another  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  be  kept  (hut  during  the  time  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  that  the  members  confider  themfelves  under  the  ftrongeft 
obligations  of  honour,  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,  until  the  ma- 
jority Ihall  direct  them  to  be  made  public. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ftate  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  in  general,  the  feveral  inftances  in  which  thofe  rights 
are  violated  or  infringed,  and  the  means  moft  proper  to  be  purfued 
for  obtaining  a  reftoration  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and  the  num- 
ber of  which  it  fhall  confift,  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
the  feveral  flatutes,  which  affe£l  the  trade  and  manufavSlures  of  the 
colonies. 

Same  order  as  above  refpe£ting  the  appointment  and  number  of 
this  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  defired  to  open  the 
Congrefs  to-morrow  morning  with  prayers,  at  the  Carpenter's  Hall 
at  nine  o'clock. 

Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland, 
attended  and  took  his  feat. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes  of  the  directors  of  the  Library  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia,  dated  Auguft  3lfl,  1774, — directed  to  the 
Prefident,  was  read,  as  follows : 

"  Upon  motion  ordered, 

"  That  the  librarian  furnifh  the  gentlemen,  who  are  to  meet  in 
Congrefs,  with  the  ufe  of  fuch  books  as  they  may  have  occafioa 
for,  during  their  fitting,  taking  a  receipt  for  them. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  dire-flors. 
William  Attmore,  Secretary." 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  returned  to  the  dl- 
refkors  of  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  obliging 
order. 

Adjourned  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVEDNESDAr,  September  7,    1774,  A.   M. 
Agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  yefterday,  the  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayers  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Dnche. 
Vol.  I.  C 
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Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  Mr.  Du- 
che,  by  Mr.  Cufhing  and  Mr.  Ward,  for  performing  divine  fervice, 
and  for  the  excellent  prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  delivered  on 
the  occalion. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  appointment  of  the 
committees,  a  vote  was  taken  on  the  number  of  which  the  firft 
committee  fliould  coniift,  and,  by  a  great  majority,  refolved  that 
it  confift  of  two  from  each  of  the  colonies,  as  follows  : 

From  Neiv-Hampsbire,m'ai]or  John  Sullivan,  and  colonel  Folfom. 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and  Mr.  John  Adams. 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Ward. 
Connecticut,  colonel  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 
New-York,  Mr.  James  Duane,  and  Mr«  John  Jay. 
New-Jersey,  Mr.  Livingflon,  and  Mr.  Dehart. 
Pennsylvania,   Mr.  Jofeph  Galloway,  and  Mr.  Edward  Biddle, 
Delaware  government,    Mr.  Cxfar  Rodney,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 
Maryland,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Goldfborough. 
Virginia,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Rutledge. 
Agreed,  that  the  fecond   committee  confift:  of  one   chofen  from 
each  colony,  as  follows  : 

New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware  Government, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
South-Carolina, 

Ordered,  That  Ifaac  Lefevre,  and  James  Lynch,  be  employed 
as  door-keepers  and  meffengers  to  this  Congrefs. 

Reso-ved,  That  the  Prefident  may  adjourn  the  Congrefs  from 
day  to  day,  when  he  finds  there  is  no  bufinefs  prepared  to  be  laid 
before  them,  and  may,  when  he  finds  it  neceffary,  call  them  toge- 
ther before  the  time  to  which  they  may  Hand  adjourned. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 
The  Prefident,  agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  the  feventh  inftant^ 
adjourned  the  Congrefs  from  day  to  day  until, 

Mono  AT,  September   12,   1774. 

The  Cone^refs  met. 

Matthew  Til'^hraan,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland, 
appeared  and  took  his  feat. 

No  bufinefs  being  prepared  for  the  Congrefs,  the  Prefident  ad- 
journed it  until  TucicUiy,  and  from  Tuefday  until  Wednefday. 
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'  tVEDNESDATy  September   14,    1774,  A.   M. 

WiUiam  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hewe?,  Efquires,  two  of  the  de- 
puties from  North-Carolina,  attended  the  Congrefs,  and  produced 
their  credentials,  as  follows  : 

North -Carolina.^  at  a  general  meeting  of  deputies  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  province,  Newbern,  the  25th  day  of  Auguft,  1774: 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  propofal  of  a  general  Con- 
grefs, to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  September  next,  then  and  there  to  deliberate  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Britifh  America,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  they  may 
deem  prudent,  to  effedl  the  purpofe  of  defcribing  with  certainty 
the  rights  of  Americans,  repairing  the  breach  made  in  thofe  rights, 
and  for  guarding  them,  for  the  futuvs  from  any  fuch  violations  done 
under  the  fandlion  of  public  authority. 

Resolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard 
Cafwell,  Efquires,  and  every  of  them,  be  deputies  to  attend  fuch 
Congrefs,  and  they  are  hereby  inverted  with  fuch  powers,  as  may 
make  any  afts  done  by  them,  or  confent  given  in  behalf  of  this 
province,  obligatory  in  honour  upon  every  inhabitant  hereof,  who 
is  not  an  alien  to  his  country's  good,  and  an  apoftate  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America. 

Signed,  John  Hervey,  Moderator. 

Attested,  Andretv  Knox,  Clerk. 

The  above  being  read  and  approved,  the  deputies  took  their  feats. 

Henry  Wifner,  a  delegate  from  the  county  of  Orange,  in  the 
colony  of  New-York,  appeared  at  Congrefs,  and  produced  a  certi- 
ficate of  his  eleflion  by  the  faid  county,  which  being  read  and  ap- 
proved, he  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs  as  a  deputy  for  the  colony  of 
New-York. 

George  Rofs,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  province  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  John  Alfop,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  colony 
of  New-York,  appeared  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  William  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hcwes,  Efqrs;  from 
North-Carolina,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  (late  the 
rights  of  the  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  William  Hooper,  Efq;  be  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  the  ftatutes,  which  afFeft  the  trade,  8cc.  of  tlie 
colonies. 

The  delegates  from  the  province  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  agreea- 
ble to  a  requeft  from  the  joint  committees  of  every  town  and  dif- 
tridl  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  faid  province,  communica- 
ted to  the  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  thofj  committees  at  Con- 
cord, on  the  30th  and  31fl;  days  of  Auguft  laft,  which  were  read. 

Ajourned  until  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

No  bufinefs  being  prepared,  the  Conarefs  was  adjourned  from 
day  to  day,  until  Saturday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

SAruRDAr,  September  17,    1774,    A.  M. 
The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournmeat. 
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Richard  Cafwell,  Efq;  one  of  the  deputies  from  North-Carolina, 
appeared,  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  delegates  fronj  the  feveral 
towns  and  diftrias  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufctts-Bay,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September,  and  their 
addrefs  to  his  excellency  governor  Ga;j-e,  dated  the  9th,  were  laid 
before  the  Congrefs,  and  are  as  follows : — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  every  town  and  diftri£t  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September,  at  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Richard  Woodward,  of  Dedham,  and  by  adjourn- 
ment at  the  houfe  of  Mr Vole,  of  Milton,  on  Friday  the  9th 

inftant,  Jofeph  Palmer,  Efq;  being  chofen  moderator,  and  William 
Thompfon,  Efq;  clerk,  a  committee  was  chofen  to  bring  in  a  re- 
port to  the  convention,  and  the  following  being  feveral  times  read, 
and  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  unanimoufly  voted,  viz. 

Whereas  the  power  but  not  the  juftice,  the  vengeance  but  not 
the  wifdom  of  Great-Britain,  which  of  old  perfecuted,  fcourged, 
and  exiled  our  fugitive  parents  from  their  native  fhores,  now  pur- 
fues  us  their  guiltlefs  children  with  unrelenting  feverity:  And 
whereas  this,  then  favage  and  uncultivated  defart,  was  purchafed 
by  the  toil  and  treafure,  or  acquired  by  the  blood  and  valour  of 
thofe  our  venerable  progenitors;  to  us  they  bequeathed  the  dear 
bought  inheritance,  to  our  care  and  proteftion  they  configned  it, 
and  the  moft  facred  obligations  are  upon  us  to  tranfmit  the  glorious 
purchafe,  unfettered  by  power,  unclogged  with  fliackles,  to  our 
innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  On  the  fortitude,  on  the  wifdom 
and  on  the  exertions  of  this  important  day,  is  fufpended  the  fate 
of  this  new  world,  and  of  unborn  millions.  If  a  boundlefs  extent 
of  continent,  fwarming  with  millions,  will  tamely  fubmit  to  live, 
move  and  have  their  being  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  licentious  mi- 
nifter,  they  bafely  yield  to  voluntary  flavery,  and  future  genera- 
tions fliall  load  their  memories  with  inceffant  execrations. — On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  arreft  the  hand  which  would  ranfack  our  pockets, 
if  we  difarm  the  parricide  which  points  the  dagger  to  our  bofoms, 
if  we  nobly  defeat  that  fatal  edi£l  which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame 
laws  for  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  thereby  entailing  the  endlefs 
and  numberlcfs  curfes  of  flavery  upon  us,  our  heirs  and  their  heirs 
forever ;  if  we  fuccefsfully  refill  that  unparalleled  ufurpation  of 
unconftitutional  power  whereby  our  capital  is  robbed  of  the  means 
of  life  ;  whereby  the  ftreets  of  Bofton  are  thronged  with  military 
executioners ;  whereby  our  coafts  are  lined  and  harbours  crouded 
with  fliips  of  war;  whereby  the  charter  of  the  colony,  that  facred 
barrier  againfl  the  encroachments  of  tyrannj'-,  is  mutilated  and  in 
effcA  annihilated;  whereby  a  murderous  law  is  framed  to  fhelter 
villains  from  the  hands  of  juftice  ;  whereby  the  unalienable  and  in- 
cftimable  inheritance,  which  we  derived  from  nature,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Britain,  and  the  privileges  warranted  to  us  in  the  charter 
of  the  province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled,  and  vacated,  pofteri- 
ty  will  acknowledge  that  virtue  which  preferved  them  fiee  and 
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kappy ;  and  •while  we  enjoy  the  rewards  and  bleflings  of  the  faith- 
ful, tlie  torrent  of  panegyrifts  will  roll  our  reputations  to  that  lat- 
cft  period,  when  the  ftreams  of  time  Ihall  be  abforbed  in  the  abyfs 
«f  eternity. — Therefore  we  have  refolved,  and  do  resolve^ 

1.  That  whereas  his  majefty,  George  the  Third,  is  the  rightful 
fuccelTor  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain,  and  juftly  entitled  to  the 
allegiance  of  the  Britifh  realm,  and  agreeable  to  compadl,  of  the 
EngliJh  colonies  in  America — therefore,  we  the  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fbrs  of  the  firft  planters  of  this  colony,  do  chearfuUy  acknowledge 
the  faid  George  the  Third  to  be  our  rightful  fovereign,  and  that 
faid  covenant  is  the  tenure  and  claim  on  which  are  founded  our  al- 
legiance and  fubmiffion. 

2.  That  it  is  an  indifpenfible  duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  our 
country,  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  ia 
our  power  to  maintain,  defend  and  preferve  thofe  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  liberties,  for  which  many  of  our  fathers  fought,  bled  and 
died,  and  to  hand  them  down  entire  to  future  generations. 

3.  That  the  late  aiTls  of  the  Britllh  parliament  for  blocking  up- 
the  harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering-  the  eftabliflied  form  of  govern- 
jnent  in  this  colony,  and  for  fcrecning  the  moft  flagitious  violators 
of  the  laws  of  the  province  from  a  legal  trial,  are  grofs  infraAions 
of  thofe  rights  to  which  we  are  juftly  entitled  by  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, the  Britiih  conftitution,  and  the  charter  of  the  province. 

4.  That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province  to  either  or  any 
part  of  the  ails  above-mentioned,  but  that  they  be  rejedled  as  the 
attempts  of  a  wicked  adminiftration  to  enllave  America. 

5.  That  fo  long  as  the  juftices  of  our  fup-riour  court  of  judica- 
ture, court  of  allize,  8;;c.  and  inferiour  court  of  common  pleas  ia 
this  county  are  appomted,  or  hold  their  places,  by  any  other  te- 
nure than  that  which  the  charter  and  the  laws  of  the  province  direiSl, 
they  muft  be  conlidered  as  under  undue  influence,  and  are  there- 
fore unconftitutional  offices,  and  as  fuch  no  regard  ought  to  be  paid 
to  them  by  the  people  of  this  county. 

6.  That  if  the  juftices  of  the  fuperiour  court  of  judicature,  aflize, 
&c.  juftices  of  tlie  court  of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  general  fef- 
fions  of  the  peace,  Ihall  fit  and  aft  during  their  prefent  difqualified 
ftate,  this  county  will  fupport  and  bear  harnilefs  all  flieriffs  and 
their  deputies,  conlliibles,  jurors  and  other  officers  who  ftuill  reful'e 
to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  faid  courts  ;  and  as  far  as 
poffible  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniencies  which  mv.ft  be  occ?.- 
fioned  by  a  fufpenfton  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  we  do  moft  earneft- 
ly  recommend  it  to  all  creditors  that  they  Ihew  all  rcalonable  and 
even  generous  forbearance  to  their  debtors  ;  and  to  all  debtors,  to 
pay  their  juft  debts  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  and  if  anv  difputes  rela- 
tive to  debts  or  trefpalTts  ffiall  arife,  which  cannot  be  fettled  by  the 
parties,  we  recommend  it  to  them  to  fubmit  all  fuch  caufcs  to  ar- 
bitration ;  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  contending  parties  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  who  fhall  refufe  fo  to  do,  ought  to  be  conlidered  as 
co-operating  with  the  enemies  of  this  country. 
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7.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  coUeAors  of  taxes,  conftables 
and  all  other  officers,  who  have  public  monies  in  their  hands,  to  re- 
tain the  fame,  and  not  to  make  any  payment  thereof  to  th.  provin- 
cial county  treafurer  until  the  civil  government  of  the  province  is 
placed  upon  a  conflitutional  foundation,  or  until  it  (hall  otherwife 
be  ordered  by  the  propofed  provincial  Congrcfs. 

8.  That  the  perfons  who  have  accepted  feats  at  the  council  board, 
by  virtue  of  a  mandamus  from  the  King,  in  conformity  to  th ,  late 
aft  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  entitled,  an  aft  for  the  regulating  the 
government  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  have  afted  in  direft  viola- 
tion of  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  and  have  thereby  given 
great  and  juft  offence  to  this  people  ;  therefore,  refolved,  that  this 
county  do  recommend  it  to  all  perfons,  who  have  fo  highly  offen- 
ded by  accepting  faid  departments,  and  have  not  already  publicly 
refigned  their  feats  at  the  council  board,  to  make  public  refij^na- 
tions  of  their  places  at  faid  board,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  this 
inflant,  September ;  and  that  all  perfons  refufing  fo  to  do,  fhall,  from 
and  after  faid  day,  be  confidered  by  this  county  as  obftinate  and  in- 
corrigible enemies  to  this  country. 

9.  That  the  fortifications  begun  and  now  carrying  on  upon  Bof- 
ton  Neck,  are  juftly  alarming  to  this  county,  and  gives  us  reafon  to 
apprehend  fome  hoftile  intention  againft  that  town,  more  efpeci- 
ally  as  the  commander  in  chief  has,  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner, 
removed  the  powder  from  the  magazine  at  Charleflown,  and  has 
alfo  forbidden  the  keeper  of  the  magazine  at  Bofton,  to  deliver  out 
to  the  owners,  the  powder,  which  they  had  lodged  in  faid  magazine. 

10.  That  the  late  aft  of  parliament  for  eftablifhing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  and  the  French  laws  in  that  extenfive  country, 
now  called  Quebec,  is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  degree  to  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  and  to  the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America; 
and,  therefore,  as  men  and  proteftant  Chriftians,  we  are  indifpenfa- 
bly  obliged  to  take  all  proper  meafures  for  our  fecurity. 

1 1 .  That  whereas  our  enemies  have  flattered  themfelves  that  they 
fhall  make  an  eafy  prey  of  this  numerous,  brave  and  hardy  people, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  they  are  unacquainted  with  military  dif- 
cipline;  we,  therefore,  for  the  honour,  defence  and  fecurity  of  this 
county  and  province,  advife,  as  it  has  been  recommended  to  take 
away  all  commiffions  from  the  officers  of  the  militia,  that  thofe 
tvho  now  hold  commiffions,  or  fuch  other  perfons,  be  elefted  in  each, 
town  as  officers  in  the  militia,  as  ffiall  be  judged  of  fufficient  capa- 
city for  that  purpoie,  and  who  have  evidenced  themfelves  the  in- 
flexible friends  to  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  towns  and  diftrifts,  who  are  qualified,  do  ufe  their  utmoft 
diligence  to  acquaint  themfel/es  with  the  art  of  war  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  do,  for  that  purpofe,  appear  under  arms  at  leaft  once 
every  week. 

12.  That  during  the  prcfent  hoftile  appearances  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain,  notwithftanding  the  many  infalts  and  oppreffions 
which  we  moft  fenfibly  refent,  yet,  neverthelefs,  from  our  affeftion 
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to  his  majefty,  which  we  have  at  all  times  evidenced,  we  are  deter- 
mined to  ailt  merely  upon  the  defenfive,  io  long  as  fuch  conduct 
may  be  vindicated  by  reafon  and  the  principles  of  felf-preiervation, 
•  but  no  Icnger. 

13.  That,  as  we  undeifland  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  ap- 
prebi  nd  fundry  peifons  of  this  county,  who  have  rendered  them- 
felves  confpicuous  in  contending  for  the  violated  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  their  countrymen ;  we  do  recommend,  fhould  fuch  an  auda- 
cious meafure  be  put  in  pra£lice,  to  feize  and  keep  in  fafe  cuftody, 
every  fervant  of  the  prefent  tyrannical  and  unconfcitutional  go- 
vernment throughout  the  county  and  province,  until  the  perfons 
fo  apprehended  be  liberated  from  the  hands  of  our  adverfaries,  and 
reitored  fafe  and  uninjured  to  their  refpeftive  friends  and  families. 

14.  That  until  our  rights  are  fully  reftored  to  us,  we  will,  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power,  and  we  recommend  the  fame  to  the  other 
counties,  to  withhold  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  and  abftain  from  the  confump- 
tion  of  Britifli  merchandize  and  manufaftures,  and  efpecially  of 
Eaft-India  teas  and  piece  goods,  with  fuch  additions,  alterations, 
and  exceptions  only,  as  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  colonies  may- 
agree  to. 

15.  That  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  it  is  incumbent  on 
•us  to  encourage  arts  and  manufadlures  amongft  us,  by  all  means  in 
our  power,  and  that 

be  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  to  confider  of  the  befl: 
■ways  and  means  to  promote  and  eftablilh  the  fame,  and  to  report 
to  this  convention  as  foon  as  may  be. 

.16.  That  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs,  demand  that  a 
provincial  Congrefs  be  called  to  confult  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
adopted,  and  vigoroully  executed  by  the  whole  people  ;  and  we  do 
recommend  it  to  the  feveral  towns  in  this  county,  to  chufe  mem- 
bers for  fuch  a  provincial  Congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Concord,  on 
the  fecond  Tuefday  of  OtSlober,  next  enfuing. 

17.  That  this  county,  confiding  in  the  wifdom  and  integritr 
of  the  continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting  at  Philadelphia,  pay  all 
due  refpciSl  and  fubmiffion  to  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  recom- 
mended by  them  to  the  colonies,  for  the  reftoration  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  juft  rights,  civil  and  religious,  and  for  renewing  that 
harmony  and  union  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  f» 
earneftly  wiflied  for  by  all  good  men. 

1 8.  That  whereas  the  univerfal  uneafinefs  which  prevails  among 
all  orders  of  men,  arifin;;  from  the  wicked  and  oppreffive  meafures 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  may  influence  fome  unthinking  per- 
fons to  commit  outraj^e  upon  private  property  ;  we  would  heartily 
recommend  to  all  perfons  of  this  community,  not  to  engage  in  any 
routs,  rir.ts,  or  licenticus  attacks  upon  the  properties  of  any  perfoa 
"whatfo^'ver,  as  brino;-  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  government  ;  but, 
by  a  fteady,  manly,  uniform,  and  perfevering  oppofition,  to  convince 
our  enemies,  that  in  %  conteft  lb  important,  in  a  caufe  fo  folenm, 
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our  conduft  /hall  be  fiich  as  to  merit  he  approbation  of  the  wlftf, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  brave  and  free  of  every  age  and  of  every 
country. 

19.  That  fliould  our  enemies,  by  any  fudden  manoeuvres,  ren- 
der it  neceffary  to  afk  the  aid  and  affiflance  of  our  brethren  in  the 
country,  fome  one  of  the  committee  of  correfpDndence,  or  a  fele(5t 
man  of  fuch  town,  or  the  town  adjoining,  where  fuch  hoftilities 
fliall  commence,  or  fl"!all  be  expecled  to  commence,  Ihall  difpatch. 
couriers  with  written  meffages  to  the  felecl  men,  or  committees  of 
correfpondence,  of  the  feveral  towns  in  the  vicinity,  with  a  written 
account  of  fuch  matter,  who  fliall  difpatch  others  to  committees 
more  remote,  until  proper  and  fufficient  ailiftance  be  o-btained, 
and  that  the  expence  of  faid  couriers  be  defrayed  by  the  county^ 
until  it  iliall  be  otherwife  ordered  by  the  p-ovincial  Congrefs, 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  feveral  towns  and  diftrids 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  held  at  Milton,  on  Friday,  the  9th  day 
of  September,  1774 — Voted, 

That  Dr.  Jcfeph  Warren,  of  Bofton,  Sec.  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  inform  him,  that  this  county  are 
alarmed  at  the  fortifications  making  on  Bofton  Neck,  and  to  re- 
monftrate  againft  the  fame,  and  the  repeated  infults  offered  by  the 
foldiery,  to  perfons  palTing  and  repalTing  into  that  town,  and  to 
coafer  with  him  upon  thofe  fubjefts. 

Attest,  William  Thomson,  Clerk. 

*^  To  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Efq;  captain-general,  and 

commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty's  province  of  MafTachufetts 

Bay. 

"  May  it  please  your  excellency, 

"  The  county  of  Suffolk  being  greatly,  and  in  their  opinioQ 
juflly,  alarmed  at  the  formidable  appearances  of  hoftility,  now 
threatening  his  majefty's  good  fubjeclls  of  this  county,  and  more 
particularly  of  the  town  of  Eofton,  the  loyal  and  faithful  capital  of 
this  province,  beg  leave  to  addrefs  your  excellency,  and  reprefent 
that  the  apprehenPions  of  the  people,  are  more  particularly  increaf- 
ed  bv  the  dangerous  defign  now  carrying  into  execution  of  repair- 
ing and  manning  the  fortification  at  the  fouth  entrance  of  the  town 
of  Bofton,  which  when  eompl-ned,  may  at  any  time  be  improved  to 
aggravate  the  miferies  of  that  already  impoverifhed  and  diftreffed 
city,  by  intercepting  the  wonted  and  neceffary  intercOurfe  between 
the  town  and  country,  and  compel  the  wretched  inhabitants  to  the 
mofl  ignominious  ftate  of  humiliation  and  vafTalage,  by  depriving 
tliem  of  the  neceflaiy  fupplies  of  provifion,  for  which  they  are  chief*- 
ly  dependant  on  that  communication:  We  have  been  informed, 
that  your  excellency  in  confequence  of  the  application  of  the  feleft 
men  of  Bofton,  has  Indeed  difavov/ed  any  intention  to  injure  the 
town  in  your  prefent  manoeuvres,  and  exprcfTed  your  pui-pofe  to  be 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  troops  and  his  majefty's  fubjecls  in  the  town, 
we  are  therefore  at  a  lofs  to  guefs,  may  it  pleaie  your  excellency, 
from  whence  your  want  of  ooiifideace  in  the  loyal  and  orderly  peo* 
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pie  of  this  vicinity  could  originate  ;  a  meafure,  fo  formidable,  carri- 
ed into  execution  from  a  pre-conceived  though  caufelefs  jealoufy  of 
the  infecurity  of  his  majcfty's  troops  and  fubjefts  in  the  town,  deep- 
ly wounds  the  loyalty,  and  is  an  additional  injury  to  the  faith- 
ful fubjefts  of  this  county,  and  affords  them  a  ftrong  motive  for 
this  application :  We  therefore  intreat  your  excellency  to  defift 
from  your  defign,  alTuring  your  excellency,  that  the  people  of  this 
county,  are  by  no  means  difpofed  to  injure  his  majefty's  troops;  they 
think  themfelves  aggrieved  and  opprelTed  by  the  late  afts  of  par- 
liament, and  are  refolved,  by  Divine  aflifiance,  never  to  fubmit  to 
them,  but  have  no  inclination  to  commence  a  war  with  his  ma- 
jcfty's troops,  and  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  excellency,  that 
the  ferment  now  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  occafioned 
by  fome  late  tranfaftions,  by  feizing  the  powder  in  the  arfenal  at 
Charleftowii ;  by  withholding  the  powder  lodged  in  the  magazine  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  from  the  legal  proprietors  ;  infulting,  beating, 
and  abufing  paffengers  to  and  from  the  town  by  the  foldiery,  ia 
which  they  have  been  encouraged  by  fome  of  their  officers;  put- 
ting the  people  in  fear,  and  menacing  them  in  their  nightly  pa- 
trole  into  the  neighbouring  tov^ns,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
fortifying  the  fole  avenue  by  land  to  the  town  of  Bofton. 

In  duty  therefore  to  his  majefty  and  to  your  excellency,  and  for 
the  reftoration  of  order  and  fecurlty  to  this  county,  we,  the  dele- 
gates from  the  feveral  towns  in  this  county,  being  commillioned 
for  this  purpofe,  beg  your  excellency's  attention  to  this  our  hum- 
ble and  faithful  addrefs,  affuring  you,  that  nothing  lefs  than  an. 
immediate  removal  of  the  ordnance,  and  reftoring  the  entrance  in- 
to the  town  to  its  former  ftate,  and  an  effedlual  ftop  of  all  infults 
and  abufes  in  future,  can  place  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  in 
that  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  in  which  every  free  fubjedt 
ought  to  be." 

His  excellency  was  waited  on  to  know  if  he  would  receive  the 
committee  with  the  above  written  addrefs,  but  defiring  lie  might 
have  a  copy  of  it  in  a  private  way,  that  fo  when  he  received  it  from 
the  committee,  he  might  have  an  anfwer  prepared  for  them,  he  was 
accordingly  furniflied  with  a  copy:  His  excellency  then  declared, 
that  he  would  receive  the  committee  on  Monday,  at  12  o'clock. 

«w®^ 

SAfURDAT,  September   10,    1774. 
The  Congrtfs,  taking  the  foregoing  into  confideration, 
Resolved  unanimously^  That  this  alTembly  deeply  feels  the  fuf- 
fering  of  their  countrymen  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  under  the 
operation  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel,  and  opprcifive  ads  of  the  Britifh 
parliament — that  they  moft  thoroughly  approve  the  wifdom  and  for- 
titude, with  Avhich  oppoluinn  to  thcfe  wicked  minifterial  meafures 
has  hitherto  been  conduiTted,  and  they  earneftly  recommend  to  their 
brethren,  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  firm  and  temperate  conduft 
as  expreff'^d  irt  the  refolutlons  determined  upon,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
deletrates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  inftant, 
Vol.  I.  D 
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trufting  that  the  effe*rt  of  the  united  efforts  of  North-America  in 
their  behalf,  will  carry  fuch  conviftioni  to  the  Britifh  nation,  of  the 
unwife,  unjuft,  and  ruinous  policy  of  the  prefent  adminillration,  as 
quickly  to  introduce  better  men  and  wifer  meafures. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  contributions  from  all  the  colonies 
for  fnpplying  the  necelhties,  and  alleviating  the  diflrefTes  of  our 
brethren  at  Bofton,  ought  to  be  continued,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
fo  long  as  their  occafions  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions  be  tranfmitted  to 
Bofton  by  the  Prefident. 

Ordered,  That  thefe  refolutions,  together  with  the  refolutions 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  feveral  fta- 
tutes,  which  affeft  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonies, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjoiirned  till  Monday  morning. 

MoNDAT,  September  19,    1774.      A.  M. 

The  Congreft  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  brouo'ht  in  on  Saturday  being  read, 

Ordered,)  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
to  ftate  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  &:c.  to  which  committee,  the  ho- 
nourable Thomas  Cufhing,  Efo;  Patrick  Henry,  and  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, Efqrs;  were  added. 

Adjourned  from  day  to  day,  till  Thuifday. 

Thursdat,  September  22,    1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion, 

liesohed  unanimously.  That  the  Congrefs  requefl  the  merchants 
and  others  in  the  feveral  colonies,  not  to  fend  to  Great-Britain,^ 
any  orders  for  goods,  and  to  dire£l  the  execution  of  all  orders  al- 
ready fciit,  to  be  delayed  offuipended,  until  the  fenfe  of  the  Con- 
grefs on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  prefervation  of  the  liber- 
ties of  America  is  made  public. 

Ordered,  That  this  refolution  be  m.ade  public  by  hand-bills,  and 
bypublifhing  it  in  the  neAvfpapers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  ftate  the  rights,  Sec.  of  the  colo- 
nies, having  brought  in  a  report  of  rights,  the  fame  was  read,  and 
the  confideration  of  it  referred  till  Saturday  next. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  made  out  for  each  colony". 

SjruunAi;  September  24,    1774.     J.  M. 

The  Congrefs  entered  upon  the  confideration  of  the  report  refer- 
red to  this  day,  and  after  fomcdebate,  upon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  do  confine  themfelves,  at  prefent, 
to  the  confideration  of  fuch  rights,  as  have  been  infringed  by  a<Ss 
of  tiie  Britifli  parliament  fince  the  year  1763,  poftponing  the  fur- 
ther roni'idcration  of  the  general  ftate  of  American  rights  to  a  fu- 
ture  day. 
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Hereupon,  the  committee  appointed  to  ftate  the  rights,  See* 
brought  in  a  report  of  the  infringements  and  violations  of  Ameri- 
can rights,  which  being  read—upon  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  the  confideration  of  this  report  be  referred  till 
Monday,  and  that  the  Congrefs  in  the  mean  time  deliberate  on  the 
means  niofl  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  reftoration  of  our  rights. 

After  fome  debate  on  the  fubje^l,  the  Congrefs  adjourned. 

MoNDAr^  September  26,  1774.     /I.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

John  Herring,  Efq;  a  deputy  from  Orange  county,  in  the  colo- 
ny of  New-York,  appeared  this  morning,  and  took  his  feat  as  a  de- 
legate for  that  colony. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conuderation  of  the  means,  &c.  and 
after  feveral  hours  fpent  thereon,  it  was  referred  till  to-morrow, 
to  which  time  the  Congrefs  was  adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  Scpteruber  27,    1774.    A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  refuming  the 
conuderation  of  the  means  moll  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  reftoration 
of  American  rights. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember next,  there  be  no  importation  into  Britifli  America  from 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  what- 
ever, or  from  any  other  place,  of  any  fuch  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandizes, as  ihall  have  been  exported  from  Great-Britain  or  Ire- 
land, and  that  no  fuch  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  imported  af- 
ter the  faid  firft  day  of  December  next,  be  ufed  or  purchafcd. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Wednefday  and  Thurfday  being  taken  up  in  the  confideration 
and  debates  on  the  means,  &c.  the  Congrefs  met  on  Friday,  30th 
September — and  upon  the  queftion, 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  10th  day  of  September,  1775, 
the  exportation  of  all  merchandize  and  every  commodity  v/hatfoe- 
ver  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  ought  to  ceafe, 
unlefs  the  grievances  of  America  are  redrefTed  before  that  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Low,  Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Johnfon,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  plan  for  carrying 
into  effeft,  the  non-importation,  non-confumption,  and  non-expor- 
tation refolved  on. 

SATURDAr,   October    1,    1774. 

Simon  Boerum,  Efq;  appeared  in  Congrefs  as  a  deputy  from 
King's  county,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  his  eleiSlion,  which  being  read  and  approved,  he  took 
his  feat  as  a  delegate  for  that  colony. 

The  Congrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  meuos,  &c.  up- 
on motion, 
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Resohed  unanimously^  That  a  loyal  addrefs  to  "his  majefly  be 
prepared,  dutifully  requefting  the  royal  attention  to  the  grievance^ 
that  alarm  and  diftreis  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  in  North- 
America,  and  entreating  his  majefty's  gracious  interpolition  for  the 
removal  of  fuch  grievances;  thereby  to  reftore  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies  that  harmony  fo  neceffary  to  the  happinefj 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  all  America. 

Agreed^  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Hen- 
ry, and  Mr.  Rutledge,  be  a  committee,  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to 
his  raajefty. 

MoNDAr,  October  3,   1774. 

The  Congrefs  met,  according  to  adjournmeij^  and  after  fome 
debate, 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  commit- 
tee, who  are  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king  :  Where- 
as parliamentary  taxes  on  Am.erica  have  been  laid,  on  pretence  of 
"  defraying  the  expenfes'of  government,  and  fupporting  the  ad- 
m.iniftration  of  juftice,  and  defending,  proteAing,  and  fecuring  the 
colonies."  That  they  do  affure  his  majefty,  that  the  colonies  have  or 
■will  make  ample  provifion  for  defraying  all  the  neceffary  expenfes 
of  fupporting  government,  and  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 
the  refpeftive  colonies ;  that  the  militia,  if  put  on  a  proper  footing, 
■would  be  amply  fufficient  for  their  defence  in  time  of  peace ;  that 
they  are  defirous  of  putting  it  on  luch  a  footing  immediately,  and 
that  in  cafe  of  war,  the  colonies  are  ready  to  grant  fupplies  for 
railing  any  further  forces  that  may  be  neceffary. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  and  the  day  following,  was  taken  up 
in  deliberating  and  debating  on  matters  proper  to  be  contained  in 
the  addrefs  to  his  majefty. 

- — -m.^am®**^'^  — 
WEDNESDAr,  October  5tb,   177 i. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  fubje(Sl  in  debate 
yefterday,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty,  be  inftruiled  to  affure  his  majefty,  that  in  cafe  the 
colonies  (hall  be  reftored  to  the  ftate  they  were  In,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  late  war,  by  aboliftiing  the  fyftem  of  laws  and  regulations— for 
raifing  a  revenue  in  America — for  extending  the  powers  of  courts 
of  admiralty — for  the  trial  of  perfi^ns  beyond  fea  for  crimes  com- 
mitted in  America — for  affecting  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay — and  for  altering  the  government,  and  extending  the  limits  of 
Canada,  the  jealoufies  which  have  been  occafioned  by  fuch  afts 
and  rggulations  of  parliament,  will  be  removed,  and  commerce 
again  reftored. 

An  addrefs  from  William  Goddard  to  the  Congrefs  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Thursdat^  October  6tb,  1774.  ^t 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  means  proper  to 
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be  ufed  for  a  reftoration  of  American  rights.  During  this  debate, 
an  cxprefs  from  BoRon  arrived  with  a  letter  from  the  committee 
of  correfpontlcnce  dated  the  29th  of  September,  which  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Con;;refs. 

In  this  the  committee  of  correfpondence  inform  the  Congrefs, 
that  they  "  expelled  fome  regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  pe- 
titions prefented  to  their  governor,  againft  fortifying  their  town  in 
fucii  a  manner  as  can  be  accounted  for  only  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  the  town  and  country  are  to  be  treated  by  the  foldiery  as  de- 
clared enemies — that  the  entrenchments  upon  the  Neck  are  nearly 
compleated— that  cannon  are  mounted  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town— that  it  is  currently  reported,  that  fortifications  are  to  be 
credled  on  Corpfe-Hill,  Bacon-Hill,  Fort-Hill,  &c.  fo  that  the  for- 
tifications, with  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  may  absolutely  command 
every  avenue  to  the  town  both  by  fea  and  land— that  a  number  of 
cannon,  the  property  of  a  private  gentleman,  were  a  few  days  ago 
feized  and  taken  from  his  wharf  by  order  of  the  general-~that  from 
feveral  circumftances  mentioned  in  the  letter,  there  is  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  Bofton  is  to  be  made  and  kept  a  garrifoned  town— 
that  from  all  they  can  hear  from  Britain,  adminiftration  is  refolved 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  force  them  to  a  fubmiilion — that  when 
the  town  is  inclofed,  it  is  apprehended  the  inhabitants  will  be  held 
as  hoftages  for  the  fubmiilion  of  the  country,  they  apply  therefore 
to  the  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  aft — that,  if  the  Congrefs  ad- 
■vife  to  quit  the  town,  they  obey — if  it  is  judged  that  by  maintain- 
ing their  ground  they  can  better  ferve  the  public  caufe,  they  will 
not  flirink  from  hardlliip  and  danger — finally,  that  as  the  late  aiSl^ 
of  parliament  have  made  it  impoHible  that  there  fnould  be  a  due 

adnniniftration  of  juftice,  and  all  law  therefore  muft  be  fufpended 

that  as  the  governor  has  by  proclamation  prevented  the  meeting  of 
the  general  court,  they  therefore  requell  the  advice  of  the  Con- 
grefs." 

Ordsrcdy  That  this  letter  be  taken  into  confideratlon  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Congrefs  then  rcfumed  the  confideratlon  of  the  means,  Sec. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of 
an  aiTociation,  be  diredlcd  to  adopt  the  following  claufe,  viz.—; 
That  from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of  December  next,  no  molaffes, 
coffee  or  pimento  from  the  Britifl)  plantations  or  from  Dominica, 
or  wines  from  Madeira  and  the  Weftern  Iflands,  or  foreign  indigo 
be  imported  into  thefe  colonies. 

Fridat,    October  7tb,    1774. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  confideratlon  of  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  correfpondence  in  Boflon,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
his  excellency  general  Gage,  reprefenting  "  that  the  tov/n  of  Bof- 
ton, and  province  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  are  confidered  by  all  Ame- 
rica, as  fuffering  in  the  common  caufe,  for  their  noble  and  fplrit- 
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ed  oppofition  to  oppreflive  acHis  of  parliament,  calculated  to  deprive 
us  of  our  moft  facred  rights  and  privileges." — Expreffing  our  con- 
cern, that,  while  the  Gongrefs  are  deliberating  on  the  moft  peacea- 
ble means  for  reftoring  American  liberty,  and  that  harmony  and  in- 
tercourfe,  which  fubfifted  between  us  and  the  parent  kingdom,  fo 
jiecelTary  to  both,  his  excellency,  as  they  are  informed,  is  railing  for- 
tifications round  the  town  of  Bofton,  thereby  exciting  v/ell  ground- 
ed jealoufies  in  the  minds  of  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  there- 
in, that  he  means  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  them  and 
their  brethren  in  the  country,  and  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  fubmif- 
iion  to  his  will,  and  that  the  foldiers  under  his  excellency's  com- 
mand, are  frequently  violating  private  property,  and  offering  vari- 
ous infults  to  the  people,  which  muft  irritate  their  minds,  and  if  not 
put  a  ftop  to,  involve  all  America  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. — 
To  entreat  his  excellency,  from  the  alTurance  we  have  of  the  peace- 
able difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the 
province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  todifcontinue  his  fortifications, 
and  that  a  free  and  fafe  communication  be  reftored  and  continued 
between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the  country,  and  prevent  all  inju- 
ries on  the  part  of  the  troops,  until  his  majefty's  pleafure  fliall  be 
known,  after  the  meafures  now  adopting  Ihall  have  been  laid  be- 
fore him. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  are  appointed  a 
committee  to  draught  a  letter  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

Saiurdat^   Gctobe-   S,    1774. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Bof- 
ton, and  upon  motion, 

Resolved^  That  this  Gongrefs  approve  the  oppofition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  to  the  execution  of  the  late 
afts  of  parliament ;  and  if  the  fame  fhall  be  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  execution  by  force,  in  fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to  fupport 
them  in  their  oppofition. 

MoNDA7-y  October  \0,   1774. 

The  Gongrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  lettfer  from  Bof- 
ton, 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that 
the  removal  of  the  people  of  Bofton  into  the  country,  would  be, 
not  only  extremely  difficult  in  the  execution,  but  fo  important  in 
its  confequences,  as  to  require  the  utmoft  deliberation  before  it 
is  adopted;  but,  in  cafe  the  provincial  meeting  of  that  colony 
Ihould  judge  it  abfolutely  necelfary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Gon- 
grefs, that  all  America  ought  to  contribute  towards  recompenfing 
them  for  the  injury  they  may  thereby  fuftain ;  and  it  will  be  recom- 
mended accordingly. 

Resolved^  That  the  Gongrefs  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpcnfion  of  the 
adininiftration  of  juftice,  where  it  cannot  be  procured  in  a  legal  and 
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peaceable  manner,  under  the  rules  of  their  prefent  charter,  and  the 
laws  of  the  colony  founded  thereon. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  every  perfon  and  perfons  whomfo- 
ever,  who  fliall  take,  accept,  or  a£l  under  any  commiiTion  or  autho- 
rity, in  anywife  derived  from  the  adl  paffed  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  changing  the  form  of  government,  and  violating  the 
charter  of  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in 
detellation  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  men,  and  confidered  as  the 
wicked  tools  of  that  defpotifm,  which  is  preparing  to  deftroy  thofe 
rights,  which  God,  nature,  and  compaft,  have  given  to  America. 

The  committee  brought  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  general  Gage, 
and  the^  fame  being  read  and  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  copied, 
and  to  bejigned  by  the  Prefident  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs. 

TuESDjr,  October   U,   1774. 
A  copy  of  the  letter  to  general  Gage,  Avas  brought  into  Con- 
grefs,  and  agreeable  to  order,  figned  by  the  Prefident,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Pbiladelpbia,  October  10,  1774. 

SIR, 

"  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton  have  informed  us,  the 
reprefentatives  of  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  in  all  the  colonies 
from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  that  the  fortifications  eretting  with- 
in that  town,  the  frequent  invafions  of  private  property,  and  the 
repeated  infults  they  receive  from  the  foldiery,  have  given  them 
great  reafon  to  fufpecl  a  plan  is  formed  very  deftrudlive  to  them, 
and  tending  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  America. 

"  Your  excellency  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  the  fentiments  of  Ame-. 
rica,  with  refpeft  to  the  atis  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of 
which,  thofe  unhappy  people  are  oppreiTed,  the  approbation  uni- 
verfally  expreffed  of  their  condudl,  and  the  determined  refolutlon. 
of  the  colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  common  rights,  to  unite 
in  their  oppofition  to  thofe  a£ls. — In  confequence  of  thefe  fenti-, 
ments,  they  have  appointed  us  the  guardians  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,  and  we  are  under  the  deepeit  concern,  that  whilft  we  are 
purfuing  dutiful  and  peaceable  meafures  to  procure  a  cordial  and 
effeftual  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 
your  excellency  Hiould  proceed  in  a  manner  that  bears  fo  hoftile 
an  appearance,  and  which  even  thofe  oppreflive  a£ls  do  not  warrant. 

"  We  entreat  your  excellency  to  conlider  what  a  tendency  this 
conduft  muft  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free  people,  hitherto  well 
difpofed  to  peaceable  meafures,  into  hoflilities,  which  may  prevent 
the  endeavours  of  this  Congrefs  to  reftore  a  good  underflanding  with 
oiir  parent  ftate,  and  may  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

"  Iii  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  and  remove  the  reafon- 
able  jcaloufies  of  the  people,  that  they  may  not  be  driven  to  a  (late 
of  defperation,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific  difpofition  to- 
wards the  king's  troops,  could  they  be  affured  of  their  own  fafety, 
we  hope,  fir,  you  will  difcontinue  the  fortifications  in  and  about 
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Bofton,  prevent  any  further  invafions  of  private  property,  reftraiff 
the  irregularities  of  the  foldiers,  and  give  orders  that  the  commu^ 
nication  bet^Yeen  the  town  and  country  may  be  cipen,  unmolefted 
and  free. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf 

of  the  General  Congrefs, 

Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident. 

As  the  Congrefs  have  given  general  Gage  an  alTurance  of  the 
peaceable  difpolition  of  the  people  of  Bofton  and  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  they  be  advifed  ftill  to  condu-Il 
themfelves  peaceably  towards  his  excellency  general  Gage^and  his 
niajefly's  troops  now  ftationed  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  as. far  as  can 
poftibly  be  confiftent  with  their  immediate  fafety,  and  the  fecurity 
of  the  town  ;  avoiding  and  difcountenancing  every  violation  of 
his  majefty's  property,  or  any  infult  to  his  troops,  and  that  they 
peaceably  and  firmly  perfevere  in  the  line  they  are  now  condufting' 
tiiemfelves,  on  the  defenfive. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve,  and  of  that  paf- 
fed  on  Saturday,  and  the  three  paffed  yefterday,  be  made  out,  and 
that  the  Prefident  inclofe  them  in  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpgndence  for  the  town  of  Bofton,  being  the  fentiments  of  the 
Congrefs  on  the  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  committee,  in  their 
letter  of  the  29th  of  September  laft. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  a  memorial  be  prepared  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Britifh  America,  ftating  to  them  the  neceihty  of  a  firm,  uni- 
ted, and  invariable  obfervation  of  the  meafures  recommended  by 
tlie  Congrefs,  as  they  tender  the  invaluable  rights  and  liberties  de- 
rived to  them  from  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their  country: 

Alfo  that  an  addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  draught  of  the  memorial  and  addrefs. 

WEDNESDAr,  October  12,    1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  oarrjnng  into 
efflft,  the  non-importation,  non-comfvimption,  and  non-exportation 
agreement,  brought  in  a  report,  which  v,-as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members  : 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rights  and 
grievances  of  thefe  colonics,  and  after  deliber?ting  on  the  fubjedl 
this  and  the  following  day,  adjourned  till  Friday. 

Fridav,  October  14,   1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  refuming  th« 
confideration  of  the  fubje£l  under  debate — made  the  following  de-* 
duration  and  resolves  : 

Whereas,  .fxace  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  Britifli  parliament, 
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claiming  a  power,  of  right,  to  bind  the  people  of  America  by  ftatutes 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  hath,  in  fome  ad.s,  exprefsly  impofed  taxes 
on  them,  and  in  others,  under  various  pretences,  but  in  facl  for  tlie 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  hath  impofed  rates  and  duties  payable 
in  thefc  colonies,  eftabliOied  a  board  of  commiffioners,  with  uncon- 
flitutlonal  powers,  and  extended  the  jvirifdiction  of  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, not  only  for  coileAing  the  faid  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of 
caufes  merely  arif^'g  within  the  body  of  a  county. 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  other  ftatutes,  judges,  who  be- 
fore held  only  eftates  at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  de- 
pendant on  the  crown  alone  for  their  falaries,  and  ftanding  armies 
kept  in  times  of  peace  :  And  whereas  it  has  lately  been  refolved  in 
parliament,  that  by  force  of  a  ftatute,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  colpnifts  may  be  tranfpor- 
ted  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  accufations  for  treafons  and 
mifpriftons,  or  concealments  of  treafons  committed  in  the  colonies, 
and  by  a  late  ftatute,  fuch  trials  have  been  diredled  in  cafes  there- 
in mentioned: 

And  whereas,  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  three  ftatutes  were 
made ;  one  entitled,  "  An  all  to  difcontinue,  in  fuch  manner  and  for 
"  fuch  time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  difcharging, 
"  lading,  or  fliipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  the  town, 
"  and  within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
"  fctts-Bay  in  North-America ;"  another  entitled,  "  An  aft  for 
"  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  Maffa- 
"  chufetts-Bay  in  N-ew  England;"  and  another  entitled,  "  An  a6t 
*'  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  perfons 
"  queftioned  for  any  aft  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the 
"  law,  or  for  the  fupprelfion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province 
"  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  in  New  Eni';lund  ;"  and  another  ftatute 
was  then  made,  "  for  making  more  efFeftjjal  provllion  for  the  go- 
*'  vernment  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  Sec."  All  which  ftatutes 
are  Impolitic,  unjuft,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconftitutional,  and 
moft  dangerous  and  deftruftive  of  American  rights : 

And  whereas,  affemblies  have  been  frequently  diffolved,  contra- 
ry to  the  rights  of  the  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on 
grievances;  and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  realbnable  peti- 
tions to  the  crown  for  redrefs,  have  been  repeatedly  treated  with 
contempt,  by  his  majefty's  minifters  of  ftate  : 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec- 
ticut, New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and 
SulTex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and 
South-Carolina,  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  arbitrary  pvoceedims  of 
parliament  and  adminiftration,  have  feverally  eleftcd,  conftituted, 
and  appointed  deputies  to  meet,  and  fit  in  general  Congrcfs,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  fuch  eftablilhmcnt,  as  that 
their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  fubverted:  Where- 
upon the  deputies  fo  appointed  being  now  affembied,  in  a  full  and 
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free  reprefentation  of  thefe  colonies,  taking  into  their  moft  ^enoas 
confid  ration,  the  boft  means  of  attainin;^  the  ends  aforcfaid,  do,  in 
th;  {iril  place,  as  Englifhmen,  th^ir  anceftors  in  I'.ke  cafes  have  ufu- 
allv  dons,  for  afferting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties, 
DECLARE, 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Englifh  colonies  in  North-America, 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  Englifh  con- 
flituti'~>n,  and  the  feveral  charters  or  compaii^s,  Aave  the  following 
RIGHTS  : 

Resolved,  N.  CD.  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty, 
and  property:  and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power 
whatever,  a  right  to  difpofe  of  either  without  their  confent, 

Resohedi  N.  CD.  2.  That  our  anceftors,  w^ho  firft  fettled  thefe 
colonics,  were  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother 
country,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  free 
and  n;itural-born  fubje£ls,  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by  fuch  emigration  they  by  no  means 
forfeited,  furrendered,  or  loft  any  of  thofe  rights,  but  that  they 
were,  and  their  defcendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the  exerclfe  and 
enjoyment  of  all  i'uch  of  them,  as  their  local  and  other  circum- 
ftances  enable  them  to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Resohed,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Englifii  liberty,  and  of  all 
free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  their  le- 
giflative  council:  and  as  the  Enilifh  colonifts  are  not  reprcfented, 
and  f/om  their  local  and  other  circumftances,  cannot  properly  be  re- 
preftnted  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and 
6-xclulive  power  of  leglflation  in  their  feveral  provincial  legiflatures, 
where  their  right  of  reprefentation  can  alone  be  preferved,  in  all 
cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fubjeA  only  to  the  negative 
of  their  fovereign,  in  fuch  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  ufed  and 
accuftomed  :  But,  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  a  regard  to 
the  mutual  intereft  of  both  countries,  we  cheerfully  confent  to 
the  operation  of  fuch  acts  of  the  Britifti  parliament,  as  are  bo- 
na fide,  reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for 
the  purpofe  bf  fecuring  th6  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole 
empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its 
tefpeclive  members;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or 
ext?rn  J,  for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  fubjefts,  in  America,  without 
their  confent. 

Rcu'hed,  N.  C  D.  5.  That  the  rcfpeftive  colonies  are  entitled 
to  the  common  law  of  England,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  great 
and  ineftimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vici- 
lia.':e,  according  to  the  courfe  of  that  law. 

Resolved,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the 
Envlifli  ftatutes,  as  exifttd  at  the  time  of  their  colonization;  and 
wlrrb  they  have,  by  experience,  refpe£lively  found  to  be  applicable 
to  th-'ir  fevral  local  and  other  circumftances. 

R'iolved,  JV.  C.  D.  7.  That  thefe,  his  majffty's  colonies,  arelike- 
wife  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  con- 
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firmed  to  them  by  royal  charters,  or  fecured  by  their  feveral  codes 
of  pro/incial  laws. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  8.  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  a& 
femble,  confider  of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  king- ;  and 
that  all  prolecutions,  prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments 
for  the  f  ime,  are  illegal. 

Resolved,  jV".  C.  D,  9.  That  the  keeping  a  Handing  army  ia 
thefe  colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiila- 
ture  of  that  colony,  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againPi:  law. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  ^;ood  go- 
vernment, and  rendered  effential  by  the  Englilh  conftitution,  that 
the  conftituent  branches  of  the  legillature  be  independent  of  tach 
other;  that,  therefore,  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power  in  feveral 
colonies,  by  a  council  appointed,  during  pleafure,  by  the  crown,  is 
unconftitutional,  dangerous  and  deftru(^ve  to  the  freedom  of  Ame- 
rican legillation. 

An  and  each  of  which  the  aforefaid  deputies,  in  behalf  of  theray 
felves,  and  their  conftituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  infift  on,  as 
their  indubltiible  rights  and  libertits  ;  which  cannot  be  le^^ally 
taken  from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  with- 
out their  own  confent,  by  their  reprcfvintatives  in  their  feveral 
provincial  legiflatures. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many  infringements  and  vi- 
olations of  the  foregoing  rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  defive,  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  affection  and  intereft  may  be  re- 
ftored,  we  pafs  over  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  ftate  fuch  acks 
and  meafures  as  have  been  adopted  fince  the  laft  v^'ar,  which  de» 
monftrate  a  fyftem  formed  to  enflave  America. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D,  That  the  following  adls  of  parliament  are 
infringements  and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonifls ;  and  that 
the  repeal  of  them  is  effentially  neceffary,  in  order  to  reflore  harmo- 
ny between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The  feveral  acls  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  and  ch.  34. — 5  Geo.  Ill, 
ch.  25. — 6  Geo.  III.  ch.  52. — 7  Geo.  ill.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  46.—- 
8  Geo.  III.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  duties  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a 
revenue  in  America,  extend  the  power  of  the  admiralty  courts  be- 
yond their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fubjedl  of  trial  by 
jury,  authorife  the  judges  certificate  to  indemnify  the  profecutoy 
from  damages,  that  he  mi;>;ht  otherwife  be  liable  to,  requiring  op- 
prelFive  fecurity  from  a  claimant  of  fliips  and  goods  feized,  before 
he  fliall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  and  are  fubverfive  of 
American  rights. 

Alfo  1 2  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  intituled,  "  An  aft  for  the  better  fecur- 
"  ing  his  majefty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  fhips,  ammunition,  and 
*'  ftores,"  which  declares  a  new  oiTence  in  America,  and  deprives  the 
American  fubjedt  of  a  conftitutional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vlcinar'e.  by 
authorifmg  the  trial  of  any  perfon,  charged  Y>'ith  the  committing 
any  oflfence  defcribed  in  the  faid  aft,  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  -ndicted 
and  ti'k4  for  the  fam»  in  any  ihire  or  gomxty  withia  the  realm* 
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Alfo  the  three  afts  pafTed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  for  flop- 
ping the  port  and  blockin-:!;  up  the  harbour  of  Boflon,  for  alteriti^  the 
charter  and  government  of  Mafrachufctts-Bay,and  that  which  is  en- 
titled, "  An  adt  for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  &c." 

Alfo  the  acl  paffed  in  the  fame  feflion  for  eftablifliing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the  equita- 
ble fyftem  of  Engl'fli  laws,  and  eredling  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great 
danji'er,  (from  fo  total  a  diflimilarity  of  religion,  law  and  govern- 
ment) of  the  neighbouring  Britilh  colonies,  by  the  afliftance  of 
"whofe  blood  and  treafure  the  faid  country  was  conquered  from 
France. 

Alfo  the  aft  paffed  in  the  fame  feflion,  for  the  better  providing 
fuitable  quarters  for  officers  and  foldiers  in  his  majelly's  fervice,  in 
North-America. 

Alfo,  that  the  keeping  a  fl;anding  army  in  feveral  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, in  time  of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
colony,  in  which  fuch  arm.y  is  kept,  is  againfl;  law. 

To  thefe  grievous  ads  and  meafures,  Americans  cannot  fubmitj 
but  in  hopes  their  f-llow  fubjefts  in  Great-Britain  will,  on  a  revifion 
of  them,  reftore  us  to  that  ftate,  in  which  both  countries  found 
happinefs  and  profperity,  we  have  for  the  prefent,  only  refolved  to 
purlue  the  following  peaceable  meafures:  I.  To  enter  into  a  non- 
importation, non-ccnfumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement  or 
afl"oci?jtion.  2.  To  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britifli  America:  and 
3.  To  prepare  a  loyal  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  agreeable  to  refolutions 
already  entered  into. 

A  letter  being  received  from  feveral^entlemen  in  Georgia,  was 
read. 

— >®w 

S.ifUPDAr^  October   15,    1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  plan  for  carry- 
ing into  eflfeft  the  non-importation,  &c.  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
on  that  fubjedit,  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MoND^r,  Octoher   17,    1774. 
Mr.  John  Dickinfon  appeared  in  Conp;refs  as  a  deputy  for  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  and  produced  his  credentials  as  follows: 
"  In  Assembly^  October  15,  1774.    A.  31. 
*'  Upon  motion  by  Mr.  Rofs, 

*'  O'der-ed,  That  Mr.  Dickinfon  be,  and  he  is  hereb}'-,  added  to 
t'  the  committee  of  deputies,  appointed  by  the  late  afl'embl)'^  of  this 
*'  province,  to  attend  the  general  Congrefs  now  fitting  in  the  city 
*'  of  Philadelphia  on  American  grievances. 

"  By  order  of  the  Houfe, 

"  Cba.  Moore,  Clk.  of  the  Affembly." 
The  fame  being  approved,  Mr.  Dickinfon  took  his  feat  as  one  of 
the  deputies  fir  the  province  of  Pennfvlvania. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  plan  of  af- 
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•fociation,  &C.  and  after  fpending  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  that 
fubjecl,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

TuESD^ir,  October   18,   1774. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  plan  of  aflbcia- 
tion,  &c.  and  nfter  fundry  amendments,  the  fame  was  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  tranfcribed,  that  it  may  be  figned  by  the  feveral 
members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrcfs  to  the  people  cf 
.Great-Britain,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the  members,  and  to  be  takea 
into  confideration  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  October  19,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  tiie  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to  the 
people  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  fundry  amendments  made,  the  fame  was  re-committed,  in  or- 
der that  the  amendments  may  be  taken  in. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thcfe  colonies,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  be  taken  into  confideration  to- 
morrow. 

Thursdat,  October  20,    1774. 

The  aiTociatlon  being  copied,  was  read  and  figned  at  the  table, 
and  is  as  follows:— 

WE,  his  majefty's  moft  lo^^al  fubjedls,  the  delegates  of  the  feve- 
ral  colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  Maffachufctts-Eay,  Rhode-Illand, 
Connefticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three  low- 
er counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and  SufTex  on  Delaware,  IM dryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  to  recre- 
fent  them  in  a  continental  Congrefs,  held  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  fifth  day  of  September,  1774,  avov/ing  oUr  allegiance 
to  his  majefty,  our  affiftion  and  regard  for  our  fcllow-fubjects  in 
Gr?at-Britnin  and  elfewhere,  affeded  with  the  dccpcll  anxiety,  and 
moft  alarming  apprehenfions,  at  thofe  grievances  and  diftrclTes,  with 
which  his  majefty's  American  fubjeds  are  opprefftd  ;  and  having 
taken  under  our  moft  ferions  deliberation,  the  ftate  of  the  whole 
continent,  find,  that  the  prcfent  unhappy  fituation  of  ourTiffc-iirs  is 
occafioned  by  a  ruinous  fyfh-m  of  colony  adminiftratlon,  adopted  by 
the  Bntifli  miniftry  about  the  year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for 
inflaving  thefe  colonies,  and,  with  them,  the  Drltifli  empire.  Ill 
profecution  of  which  fyftem,  various  ads  of  parliam.:'.it  liav?  been 
palTed,  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  for  depriving  llic  Ameri- 
can fubjerts,  in  many  iriftances,  of  the  conftitutional  trial  by  jury, 
expofing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a  new  and  illegal  trial 
beyond  the  feas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  \\\\e.  been  committed  in 
America :  And  in  profecution  of  the  fame  fyftem,  feveral  late,  cru- 
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«^,  and  oppreflive  ads  have  been  paffed,  refpefting  the  town  of  Bo& 
ton  and  the  MalTachuletts-Bay,  and  alfo  an  adb  for  extending  the 
province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of 
thefe  colonies,  ellablilhing  an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and 
difcouraging  the  iettlewent  of  Britifh  fubjetts  in  that  wide  extend- 
ed country;  thus,  by  the  mtiuence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient 
prejudices,  to  adpofe  the  inhabitants  to  ad  with  hoftility  againft  the 
free  Protellant  colonies,  \vhenever  a  wicked  miniftry  Ihall  chufe  fo 
to  dired  them. 

To  obtain  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  which  threaten  deftrudlon 
to  the  lives,  libertyj  and  property  of  his  majefty's  fubjeCis,  in  North- 
America,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  nonimportation,  non-confump~ 
tion,  and  non-exportation  agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will 
prove  the  moft  fpeedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable  meafure :  And,  there-, 
fore,  we  do,  for  ourielves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  colo- 
nies, whom  we  reprefent,  firmly  agree  and  affociate,  under  the  fa- 
ded ties  of  virtue,  honour  and  love  of  our  country,  as  follows  : 

Firft,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  December  next,  we  will 
tiot  import,  into  Britilh  America,  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatfoever,  or  from  any  other 
place,  any  fuch  goods,  wares,  or  m.erchandize,  as  fiaall  have  been 
exported  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland;  nor  will  we,  after  that 
day,  import  any  Eaft-India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  nor  any 
molalTes,  fyi-ups,  paneles,  coflee,  or  pimento,  from  the  Britifh 
plantations  or  from  Dominica;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the 
Weftern  Iflands ;   nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second,  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchafe,  any  flave  import. 
ed  after  the  flrfl  day  of  December  next  ;  after  which  time,  we  will 
■wholly  difcontinue  the  flave  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  ia 
it  ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  veffels,  nor  fell  our  commodities 
or  manufadures  to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

Third,  As  a  non-confumption  agreement,  flridly  adhered  to,  will 
be  an  effedlual  fecurity  for  the  obfervation  of  the  non-importation, 
we,  as  above,  folemnly  agree  and  affociate,  that  from  this  day,  we 
will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  tea,  imported  en  account  of  the  Eaft- 
Indla  company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been  or  fhall  be  paid  ; 
and  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe 
or  ufe  any  Eaft-India  tea  whatever;  nor  will  we,  nor  fhall  any  per- 
fon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe  any  of  thoie  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  fhall  know, 
or  have  caiilc  to  fufpe'd,  were  imported  after  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember, except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  dlredions  of  the 
tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fc-.irth,  The  earncft  defire  we  have  not  to  injure  our  fellow-fub- 
jeds  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to 
fufpend  a  non-exportation,  until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775  ; 
at  which  time,  if  the  fald  ads  and  parts  of  ads  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not  dired- 
ly  or  iadiredly,  export  any  merchandize  or  commodity  whatfoever 
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to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Eu- 
rope. 

Fifth,  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  the  Brltlfli  and  Irifti  trade, 
will  give  orders,  as  loon  as  poflible,  to  their  fadlors,  agents  and  cor- 
refpondents,  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  fnip  any  goods  to 
them,  on  any  pretence  ■whatfoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in 
America;  and  if  any  merchant,  refiding  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 
Ihall  diredtly  or  indireftly  fhip  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize, 
for  America,  in  order  to  break  the  faid  non-importation  agreement, 
or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  fame,  on  fuch  imworthy  conduct 
being  well  attefted,  it  ought  to  be  made  public  ;  and,  on  the  fame 
being  fo  done,  we  will  not,  from  thenceforth,  have  any  commercial 
connexion  with  fuch  merchant. 

Sixth,  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  velTels  will  give  pofitive  or- 
ders to  their  captains,  or  mafters,  not  to  receive  on  board  their 
veffels  any  goods  prohibited  by  the  faid  non-importation  agree- 
ment, on  pain  of  immediate  difmlffion  from  their  fervice. 

Seventh,  We  will  ufe  our  utmofl  endeavours  to  improve  the  breed 
of  flieep,  and  Increafe  their  number  to  the  greateft  extent ;  and  to 
that  end,  we  will  kill  them  as  feldom  as  may  be,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  moft  profitable  kind  ;  nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  Weft-Indies 
or  elfewhere  ;  and  thofe  of  us,  v/ho  are  or  may  become  overftocked 
with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any  ftieep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to 
^mr   neighbours,  efpecially  to  the  poorer  fort,  on  moderate  terms. 

Eighth,  We  will,  in  cur  feveral  ftations,  encourage  frugality,  ceco- 
nomy,  and  induftry,  and  promote  agriculture,  arts  and  the  manu- 
faftures  of  this  country,  efpecially  that  of  wool  ;  and  will  difcoun- 
tenance  and  difcourage  every  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  dlUlpa- 
tion,  efpecially  all  horfe-racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gaming,  cock 
fighting,  exhibitions  of  fhews,  plays,  and  other  expenfive  diverfjons 
and  entertainments  ;  and  on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend, 
none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  families  will  go  into  any  further  mourning- 
drefsjthan  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen, 
and  a  black  ribbon  and  necklace  for  ladles,  and  we  will  difcontinue 
the  giving  of  gloves  and  fcarves  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  merchandize  will  not 
take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of  goods,  that  may  be  occafioncd  by 
this  alTociation,  but  will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we  have  been 
refpeftively  accuftomed  to  do,  for  twelve  months  laft  paft. — And 
if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandize  ftiall  fell  any  fuch  goods  oa 
higher  terms,  or  ftiall,  In  any  manner,  or  by  any  device  whatfoever, 
violate  or  depart  from  this  agreement,  no  pcrfon  ought,  nor  will 
any  of  us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  his  or  her  fa(n;or  or  agent, 
at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity  whatever. 

Tenth,  In  cafe  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  pcrfon,  fhall  import 
any  goods  or  merchandize,  alter  the  ilrft  day  of  December,  and  before 
the  firft  day  of  February  ntxt,  the  fame  ought  forthwith,  at  the 
eleftion  of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-fhipped  or  dtllvcreu  up  to  the 
committee  of  the  county  or  town,  wherein  they  lliall  be  imported. 
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to  be  {lored  at  the  rifv-ue  of  the  importer,  until  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  (hall  ceaie,  or  be  Ibid  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee aforefaid  ;  and  in  the  laft-mentioned  cafe,  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  fuch  goods  fhall  he  reimburfed  out  of  the  fales,  the  firft  coft. 
and  chari^es,  the  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and 
cmplcyin^>'  fuch  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boffon,  as  are  im- 
mediate fufierers  by  the  Boflon  port-bill ;  and  a  particular  account 
cf  all  goods  fo  returned,  ftored,  or  fold,  to  be  infertcd  hi  the  public 
papers  ;  and  if  any  poods  or  merchandizes  thall  be  imported  after 
the  faid  firft  day  of  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith  to  be  fent 
back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

Eleventh,  That  a  committee  be  chofen  in  every  county,  city, 
and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualilied  to  vote  for  rtprefcntatives  ia 
the  legiflature,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fliall  be  attentively  to  obferve  the 
conducl  of  all  perfons  touching  tiiis  affociation  ;  and  when  it  fliall 
be  made  to  appear,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  a  majority  of  any  fuch 
committee,  that  any  perfon  Vv^ithin  the  limits  of  their  appointment 
tas  viol?.tedthis  affociation,  that  fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe 
the  truth  of  the  cafe  to  be  publiflied  in  the  gazette  ;  to  the  end, 
that  all  fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britilh-Anierica  may  be  publicly- 
known,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty  ;  and  tlienceforth  we  refpeclively  will  break  off  all  dealings 
■with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth,  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  in  the  refpec- 
tlve  colonies,  do  frequently  infpe<Sl  the  entries  of  their  cufcom-hou- 
fes,  and  inform  each  other,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  true  ftate  there- 
of, and  of  every  other  material  circumftance  that  may  occur  rela- 
tive to  this  afTociation. 

Thirteenth,  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  fold  at 
reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  futuro 
fcavcity  of  goods. 

Foxuteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve,  that  we  will 
have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or  intercourfe  whatfoever,  with 
any  colony  or  province,  in  North-America,  which  fhall  not  accede 
to,  or  which  fhall  hereafter  violate  this  affociation,  but  will  hold 
them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  frcem.en,  and  as  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country. 

And  we  do  folem.nly  bind  ourfelvcs  and  our  conflituents, under  the 
ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere  to  this  affociation,  until  fuch  parts  of  the  fe- 
veral  ad\s  of  parliament,  paffed  fmce  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  war,  as  im- 
pofe  or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine,  molaffes,  fyrups,  paneles,  cof- 
fee, fugar,  pimento,  indigo,  foreign  paper,  glafs,  and  painteis  co- 
lours, imported  into  America,  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  ad- 
miralty courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American. 
fubjci.4  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judge's  certificate  to  in* 
diMunify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  that  he  might  otherwife  be 
liable  to,  from  a  trial  by  his  peers,  require  opprrfuve  fccurity  from  a 
claimant  of  fliips  or  goods  feized,  b  fore  he  fhall  b"  allowed  to  de- 
fend his  property,  are  repealed.— .And  until  that  part  of  the  ait  of 
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the  12.  G.  3.  ch.  24.  entitled,  "  An  adl  for  the  better  fecuring 
his  majefty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  (hips,  ammunition,  and  {lores, " 
by  which  any  perlons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  ofFen- 
ces  therein  defcribed,  in  America,  maybe  tried  in  anyfhire  or  coun- 
ty within  the  realm,  is  repealed— and  until  the  four  afts,  paffed 
the  laft  leflion  of  parliament,  viz.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and 
blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofton— that  for  altering  the  charter 
and  government  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay— -and  that  which  is  en- 
titled, "An  a£l  for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  &c."— -and 
that  "  For  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  kc."  are  repealed. 
And  we  recommend  it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the 
committees  in  the  refpeftive  colonies,  to  eflablifli  fuch  farther  re- 
gulations as  they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into>execution 
this  alTociation. 

The  foregoing  alTociation  being  determined  upon  by  the  Congrefs, 
was  ordered  to  be  fubfcribed  by  the  feveral  members  thereof;  and 
thereupon,  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  refpedlive  names  accordingly. 
In  Congress^  Philadelphia^  October  24. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident. 

C  John  Sullivan, 

^Nathaniel  Folfom. 

pThomas  Cufhing, 

,,  t       ..      D       J  Samuel  Adams, 

Massacbusctts^Bay,^^  j^j^^  ^^.^^^^ 

[^Robert  Treat  Paine. 
C  Stephen  Hopkins, 
^  Samuel  Ward. 
^Eiiphalet  Dyer, 

Roger  Sherman, 

ilas  Deane. 
"Ifaac  Low, 

John  Alfop, 

John  Jay, 

James  Duane, 

William  Floyd, 

Henry  Wifner^ 

S.  Boerum, 

Philip  Livingfton. 
^James  Kinfey, 

William  Livingftonj 
«^  Stephen  Crane, 

Richard  Smith, 
,John  De  Hart, 

Jofeph  Galloway, 

John  Dickinfon, 

Charles  Humphreys^ 
<J  Thomas  Mifflin, 
I  Edward  Biddle, 
I  John  Morton, 
^_George  -Rofs* 


Signed, 
Nenv-Hampsbire^ 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticuty 


New-Tor  kf 


rEi 
J  Re 

(^Sil 


New-Jerseyy 


Pennsylvania^ 
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New-Castle,  b*c. 


rCaefar  Rodney, 


Maryland^ 


Virginia) 


North-Ccrolitia) 


South-Carolina, 


__"hcmas  M'Kcan, 
(^George  Read, 
r Matthew  Tiljhman, 
j  Thomas  Johni'on, 
\  William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chafe. 
^Richard  Henry  Lee, 
George  Walhington, 
P.  Henry,  jun. 
Richard  Eland, 
Benjamin  Harrifon, 
_Edmund  Pendleton, 
'William  Hooper, 
J  ofeph  Hewes, 
R.  Cafwell. 
'Henry  Middleton, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
<v  Chriftopher  Gadfden, 
j  John  Rutledge, 
(^Edward  Rutledge. 
The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  and  after  debate  thereon,  ad- 
journed  till  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  October  21,    1774. 
The   addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  being  brought  in, 

and  the  amendments  dire^ed  being  made,  the  fame  was  approved, 

and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  from  the  delegates  appointed 
by  the  several  English  colonies  of  Neiv- Hampshire,  3fassa- 
ehusetts-Bay^  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec- 
ticut, New-Tor  k.  New -Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  lower  counties 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South" 
Carolina,  to  consider  of  their  grievances  in  general  Congress^  at 
Philadelphia,  September  5th,  1774. 

FRIENDS    AND    I'ELLOW    SUBJECTS, 

WHEN  a  nation,  led  to  greatnefs  by  the  hand  of  liberty,  and 
poffclTed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroifm,  munificence,  and  humanity 
can  beflow,  defcends  to  the  ungrateful  ta/k  of  forging  chains  for 
her  friends  and  children,  and  inftead  of  giving  fupportto  freedom, 
turns  advocate  for  flavery  and  opprclTion,  there  is  rcafon  to  fufpetSt 
file  has  either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely  negligent  in 
the  appointment  of  her  rulers. 

In  almofl:  every  age,  in  repeated  conflifts,  in  long  and  bloody  wars, 
as  well  civil  as  foreign,  againft  many  and  powerful  nations,  againft 
the  open  affaults  of  enemies,  and  the  more  dangerous  treachery  of 
friends,  have  the  inhabitants  of  your  ifland,  your  great  and  glorious 
anccftors,  maintained  their  independence,  and  tranfmittedthe  rights 
of  men,  and  the  bleffings  of  liberty,  to  you  their  pofterity. 
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Be  not  furprlzad,  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  defcended  from  the 
fame  common  anceftors  ;  that  we,  whofe  forefathers  participated 
in  all  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and  the  conftitution,  you  fo  juftly 
boaft  of,  and  who  have  carefully  conveyed  the  fame  fair  inheritance 
to  us,  guarantied  by  the  plighted  faith  of  government  and  the  moft 
fokmn  compads  with  Britilh  fovereigns,  Aiould  refufe  to  furrender 
them  to  men,  who  found  their  claims  on  no  principles  of  reafon, 
and  who  profecute  them  with  a  defign,  that  by  having  our  lives 
and  property  in  their  power,  they  may,  with  the  greatell  facility, 
cnflave  you. 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  objeft  of  univcrfal  attention: 
it  has  at  length  become  very  ferious.  This  unhappy  country  has 
not  only  been  oppreffed,  but  abufed  and  mifreprefented;  and  the 
.duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  to  your  intereft,  and  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Britilh  empire,  leads  us  to  addrefs  you  on. 
this  very  important  fubjeft. 

Know  tbetif  That  we  confider  ourfelves,  and  do  infift,  that  we 
are  and  ought  to  be,  as  free  as  our  fellow-fubjedts  in  Britain,  and 
that  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from  us, 
without  our  confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  fecured  to  the  fubjecSt  by  the  En- 
glilh  conftitution,  and  particularly  that  ineftimable  one  of  trial  by 
jury. 

That  we  hold  it  elTential  to  Englifh  liberty,  that  no  man  be  con- 
demned unheard,  or  punifhed  for  fuppofed  oltences,  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence. 

That  we  think  the  legiflature  of  Great-Britain  is  not  authorized, 
by  the  conftitution,  to  eftablifh  a  religion,  fraught  with  fanguinary 
and  impious  ten;;ts,  or,  to  erccl  an  arbitrary  form  of  government, 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Thefe  rights  we,  as  well  as  you,  deem 
facred  ;  and  yet,  facred  as  they  are,  they  have,  with  many  others, 
been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  Great-Britain,  lords  of  their 
own  property  ?  can  it  be  taken  from  them,  without  thoir  confent  I 
will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  any  man,  or  number 
of  men  whatever  ?— You  know  they  will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  America  lefs  lords 
of  their  property  than  you  are  of  yours  ?  or  why  fliould  they  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  difpofal  of  your  parliament,  or  any  other  parliament,  or 
council  in  the  world,  not  of  their  election  ?  can  the  intervention 
of  the  fea,  that  divides  us,  caufe  difparity  in  rights,  or  can  any  rea- 
fon be  given,  why  Englifh  fubjefts,  who  live  three  thoufand  milus 
from  the  royal  pahice,  fliould  enjoy  lefs  liberty  than  thofe  who  arc 
three  hundred  miles  diftant  from  it  ? 

Reafon  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  diftinftions,  and  freemen 
can  never  perceive  their  propriety.  And  yet,  however  chimerica 
and  unjuft  fuch  difcriminations  are,  the  parliament  alTert,  that  they 
have  a  right  to  bind  us,  in  all  cafes,  without  exception,  wh -ther  we 
confent  or  not ;  that  they  may  take  and  ufe  our  property  when  and 
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in  -what; manner  they.pleafe ;  that  we  are  penfioners  on  their  bounty, 
for  all  that  we  poffefs,  and  can  hold  it  no  longer  than  they  vouch- 
fafe  to  permit.  Such  declarations  we  confider  as  herefies  inEnglifli 
politics,  andwhich  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  proper- 
ty, than  the  interdicts  of  the  pope  can  diveft  kings  of  fceptres, 
•which  the  laws  of  the  land  and. the  voice  of  the  people  have  placed 
,in  their  hands. 

At  the  ccnclufion  of  .the  late  war~a  war  rendered  glorious  by 
the  abilities  and  integrity  of  a  minifter,  to  whofe  efforts,  the  Britifli 
empire  owes  its  fafety  and  its  fame  :  At  the  conclufion  of  this  war, 
■which  was  fucceeded  by  an  ingforious  peace,  formed  under  the  au- 
.fpices  of  a  minifter,  of  princig^es,  and  of  a. family  unfriendly  to  the 
JProteftant  caufe,  and  inimical  to  libert}"^ : — We  fay,  at  this  period, 
and  under  the  influence  of  that  man,  a  plan,  for  enilaving  your  feU 
Jow-fubjecls  in  America,  was  concerted,  and  has  ever  lince  been 
pertinacioufly  carrying  into  execution. 

Prior  tothisaerayouwerccontent  withdrawing  from usthe  wealth 
produced  by  our  commerce.  You  reftrained  our  trade  in  every  way 
that  could  conduce  to  your  emolument.  You  exercifed  unboun- 
ded fovereignty  over  the  fea.  You  named  the  ports  and  nations, 
to  which  alone  our  merchandize  fhould  be  carried,  and  with  whom 
alone  we  fliould  trade  ;  and  though  fom.e  of -thefe  reflriclions  were 
grievous,  we  neverthelefs  did  not  complain  ;  we  looked  up  to  you 
as  to  our  parent  ftate,  to  which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties, 
and  were  happy  in  being  inftrumental  to  your  profperity  and  your 
grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefs  our  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  the  common  Jntereft  of  the  whole  empire :  did  we  not, 
in  the  laft  war,  add  all  the  ftrength  of  this  vaft  continent  to  the  force 
.which  repelled  our  common  enemy  ?  did  we  not  leave  our  native 
ihores,  and  meet  difeafe  and  death,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  Bri- 
tifh  arms  in  foreign  climates  ?  did  you  not  thank  us  for  our  zeal, 
ajid  even  reimburfe  us  large  fums  of  money,  which,  you  confeffed, 
we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion,  and  far  beyond  our  abili- 
ties ?  You  did. 

To  what  caufes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the  fudden  change  of 
treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of  flavery  which  was  prepared  for  us  at 
the  reftoration  of  peace  ? 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  diftreffes  which  ever  attend 
war,  an  attempt  was  made  to  drain  this  country  of  all  its  money, 
by  the  oppreflive  ftamp-aft.  Paint,  glafs,  and  other  commodities, 
which  you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  nations,  were 
taxed  ;  nay,  although  no  wine  is  made  in  any  country,  fubjefl  to 
the  Britifh  ftate,  you  prohibited  our  procuringit  of  foreigners,  with- 
out paying  a  tax,  impofed  by  your  parliament,  on  all  we  imported. 
Thefe  and  many  other  impofitions  were  laid  upon  us  moft  unjuftly 
and  unconftitutionally,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  reve- 
nue.—«In  order  to  (Hence  complaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided,  that 
this  revenue  ihould  be  expended  in  America  for  its  pFoteftien  and 
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■defence.— Thefe  exadlions,  however,  can  receive  no  juftificatioa 
from  a  pretended  neceffity  of  protecting  and  defending  us  ;  they 
are  lavilhly  fr^uandcred  on  court  favourites  and  miniUerial  depen»- 
dents,  generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing  tbem- 
felves  by  partial  reprefentations,  to  traduce  and  embroil  the  colo- 
nies. For  the  neceffary  fupport  of  government  here,  we  ever  V/ere 
and  ever  fliall  be  ready  to  provide.  And  whenever  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  we  fliall,  as  we  have  heretofore  done, 
chearfully  contribute  our  full  proportion  of  men  and  money.  To 
enforce  this  unconftitutional  and  unjuft  icheme  cf  taxation,  every 
fence  that  the  wifdom  of  our  BritiAi  anceiiors  had  carefully  cred^ 
ed  againfl:  arbitrary  power,  has  been  violently  thrown  down  in 
America,  and  the  ineftimabie  right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away  in 
cafes  that  touch  both  life  and  property. — It  was  ordained,  that 
•whenever  offences  fhould  be  committed  in  the  colonies  againft  par- 
ticular adls,  impoiing  various  duties  and  reftridtions  upon  tra4e, 
the  profecutor  might  bring  his  action  for  the  penalties  in  the 
courts  of  admiralty  ;  by  which  means  the  fubject  loft  the  advan- 
tage of  being  tried  by  an  honeft  uninfluenced  jury  of  tlie  vicinage, 
and  was  fubjedted  to  the  fad  neceffity  of  being  judged  by  a  fngle 
-man,  a  creature  of  the  crown,  and  according  to  the  courfe  of  a 
law,  which  exempts  the  profecutor  from  the  trouble  of  proving  his 
accufation,  and  obliges  the  defendant  either  to  evince  his  inno- 
cence, or  to  fufTer.  To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater  im- 
portance, and  as  if  with  defign  to  protedl  falfe  accufers,  it  is  fur- 
ther provided,  that  the  judge's  certi6cate  of  there  having  been 
probable  caufes  of  fei/.ure  and  profecution,  (liall  protetft  the  profe- 
cutor from  adlions  at  common  law  for  recovery  of  dam.ages. 

By  the  courfe  of  our  law,  offences  committed  in  iiicb  of  the 
Britifh  dominions,  in  which  courts  are  eftabliflied,  andjuftice  duly 
and  regularly  adminiftered,  fhall  be  there  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vi- 
cinage. There  the  offenders  and  the  witnclfes  are  known,  and  the 
degree  of  credibility,  to  be  given  to  their  teftimony,  t^::u  be  afcer- 
tained. 

In  all  thefe  colonies,  juftice  is  regularly  and  impartially  adminif- 
tered,and  yet,  by  the  conftru£tion  of  fome,  and  the  direction  of  other 
adts  of  parliament,  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by  force,  together  with 
all  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  pointed  out  as  AvitnelT^s,  and  carried  to 
England,  there  to  be  tried  in  a  diRant  land,  by  a  jury  cf  ftrangcrs, 
and  fubje<f\  to  all  the  difadvantagcs  that  rcfuit  from  want  of  friends, 
want  of  witnefTes,  and  want  of  money.  _ 

When  the  deiign  of  raifing  a  revenue,  from  the  duties  impofcd 
on  the  importation  of  tea  into  America,  bad  in  great  me-tfure  been 
rendered  abortive,  bvour  ceafingto  import  that  commodity. a  fcheme 
Was  concerted  by  the  minlftry  with  t]\e  Eaft-India  compTny,  and 
an  aft  palTed,  enabling  and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and  vend 
it  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of  giving  fuccefs  to  this 
infidious  manoeuvre,  and  of  permitting  a  precedent  of  taxation, 
thus  to  be  eftablifiied  among  us,  various  methods  were  adopted  c« 
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elude  the  ftroke.  The  people  of  Bofton,  then  ruled  by  a  governolr, 
vhcm,  as  well  as  his  predcceffor,  ftr  Francis  Bernard,  all  America 
conllders  as  her  enemy,  were  exceedingly  embarraffed.  The  Ihips, 
which  had  arrived  with  the  tea,  were,  by  his  management, prevented 
from  returning". — The  duties  would  have  been  paid;  the  cargoes 
landed  and  cxpoled  to  fale;  a  governor's  influence  would  have  procu- 
red and  protected  many  purchafers.  While  thetownwasi'ufpendedby 
deliberations  on  this  important  fubjeift,  the  tea  was  dcftroyed.  Even 
fuppofmg  atrefpals  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
tea  entitled  to  damages,  the  courts  of  law  were  open,  and  judges, 
appointed  by  the  crown,  prefided  in  them— The  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, however,  did  not  think  proper  to  ccm.mence  any  fuits,  nor  did 
they  even  demand  fatisfacTtion,  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the 
community  in  general.  The  miniftry,  it  feems,  officioufly  made  the 
cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  cour.cil  of  the  nation  defcended  to 
intermeddle  with  a  difpute  about  private  property.  Divers  papers, 
letters,  and  other  unauthenticated  ex  parte  evidence  were  laid  before 
them;  neither  the  perfons  who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  people  of 
Bofton,  were  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  complaint.  The  miniftry, 
incenfed  by  being  difappointed  in  a  favourite  fcheme,  were  deter- 
mined to  recur  from  the  little  arts  of  fineffe,  to  open  force  and  un. 
manly  violence.  The  port  of  Bofton  was  blocked  up  by  a  fleet,  and 
an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Their  trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and 
thoufands  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  gaining  fubfiftence  from  cha- 
rity, till  they  fhculd  fubmit  to  pafs  under  the  yoke,  and  confent  to 
become  flaves,  by  confefling  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and 
acquiefcing  in  v;hatever  difpofition  they  might  think  proper  to  make 
of  their  lives  and  property. 

Let  juftice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be  the  boaft  of  your  nation ! 
confult  your  hiftory,  examine  your  records  of  former  tranfadlions  ; 
nay,  turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many  arbitrary  ftates  and  kingdoms 
that  furround  you,  and  ftiew  us  a  fnigle  inftance  of  men  being  con- 
demned to  fuffer  for  imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unqueftioned,  and 
■without  even  the  fpecicus  formality  of  a  trial ;  and  that,  too,  by  laws 
made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe,  and  which  had  no  exiftence  at  the 
time  of  the  fa£l  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile  thefe  pro» 
ceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your  laws  and  conftitution, 
the  talk  v/ill  become  more  arduous,  when  we  call  upon  our  minifte-. 
rial  enemies  to  juftify,  not  only  condemning  men  untried,  and  by 
hearfay,  but  involving  the  innocent  in  one  common  puniftiment 
with  the  guilty,  and  for  the  acl  otthiity  or  forty,  to  bring  poverty, 
diftrefs,  and  calamity,  on  thirty  thoufand  fouls,  and  thofe  not  your 
■enemies,  but  your  friends,  brethren,  and  fellow-fubjects. 

It  would  be  fome  confolation  to  us,  if  the  catalogue  of  Ameri- 
can oppreflTioris  ended  here.  It  gives  us  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  reminding  you,  that  under  the  confidence  repofed  in 
the  faith  of  government,  pledged  in  a  royal  charter  from  a  Briti/h 
fovereign,  the  fnrc-f.itbers  of  the  pi-(  fent  inh;ibitant5  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  left  their  former  habitations,  and  eftablilhcd  that 
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great,  flourifhing,  and  loyal  colony.  Without  incurring  or  being 
charged  with  a  forfeiture  of  their  rights,  without  being  heard,  with- 
out being  tried,  without  law,  and  without  juftice,  by  an  acl  of  par- 
liament, their  charter  is  deftroyed,  theirliberties  violated, their  con- 
ftitution  and  form  of  government  changed  :  and  all  this  upon  no  bet- 
ter pretence,  than  becaufe  in  one  of  their  towns,  a  trefpafs  was  com- 
mitted on  fome  merchandize,  faid  to  belong  to  one  of  the  compa- 
nies, and  becaufe  the  miniftry  were  of  opinion,  that  fuch  high  poli- 
tical regulations  were  neceffary,  to  compel  due  fubordination  and 
obedience  to  their  mandates. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  capital  grievances  under  which  we  labour. 
We  might  tell  of  diffolute,  weak,  and  wicked  governors  having  been 
fet  over  us  ;  of  legiilatures  being  fufpended  for  alTerting  the  rights 
of  Britifli  fubjefts  ;  of  needy  and  ignorant  dependents  on  great  men 
advanced  to  the  feats  of  juftice,  and  to  other  places  of  truft  and  im- 
portance ;  of  hard  reftrictions  on  commerce,  and  a  great  variety  of 
leffer  evils,  the  recollection  of  which  is  almoft  loft  under  the  weight 
and  preffuie  of  greater  and  more  poignant  calamities. 

Now  mark  the  progreffionof  theminifterial  plan  for  enflavlng  us. 

Well  aware  that  fuch  hardy  attempts  to  take  our  property  from 
us,  to  deprive  us  of  that  valuable  right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  feize  our 
perfons  and  carry  us  for  trial  to  Great-Britain,  to  blockade  our  ports, 
to  deftroy  our  charters,  and  change  our  forms  of  government,  would 
occafion,  and  had  already  occafioned,  great  difcontent  in  the  colo- 
nies, which  might  produce  oppofitionto  thefe  meafures  ;  an  a£l  was 
paiTed  to  protedl,  indemnify,  and  fcreen  from  punifhment,  fuch  as 
might  be  guilty  even  of  murder,  in  endeavouring  to  carry  their  op- 
prefTive  edifts  into  execution  ;  and  by  another  acl  the  dominion  of 
Canada  is  to  be  fo  extended,  modelled,  and  governed,  as  that  by- 
being  difunlted  from  us,  detached  from  our  Interefts,  by  civil  as  well 
as  religious  prejudices,  that  by  their  numbers  dally  fwelllng  with 
Catholic  emigrants  from  Europe,  and  by  their  devotion  to  admini- 
ftration,  fo  friendly  to  their  religion,  they  might  become  formida- 
ble to  us,  and  on  occafion,  be  fit  inftruments,  in  the  hands  of  power, 
to  reduce  the  ancient,  free  Proteftant  colonies  to  the  fame  ftate  of 
flavery  with  themfelves. 

This  was  evidently  the  objet!^  of  the  ad  :  and  in  this  view,  being 
extremely  dangerous  to  our  liberty  and  quiet,  we  cannot  forbear 
complaining  of  it,  as  hoftile  to  Britlfh  America.  Superadded  to 
thefe  confiderations,  we  cannot  help  deploring  the  unhappy  condition 
to  which  it  has  reduced  the  many  English  f<-.ttlcrs,  who,  encou- 
raged by  the  royal  proclamation,  promifing  the  enjoyment  of  all 
their  rights,  have  purchafed  eftates  in  that  country. — They  are 
now  the  fubjefts  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived  of  trial  by 
jury,  and  when  imprifoned,  cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  the  kabfas 
corpus  a£t,  that  great  bulwark  and  palladium  of  Englifli  liberty  :— . 
Nor  can  we  fupprefs  our  aftonifhment,  that  a  Brltifli  parliament 
Ihould  ever  confjnt  to  eftablKli  in  that  country,  a  religion  that' 
haS  deluged  your  ifland  in  blood,  and  difperfed  impiety,  bigotry, 
perfecution,  murder,  and  rebellion  through  every  part  of  the  world. 
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This  being  a  true  ftate  of  fads,  let  us  befeech  you  to  confider 
to.  what  end  they  lead. 

Admit  that  the  miniftry,  by  the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the  aid 
of  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours,  fliould  be  able  to  carry  the 
point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  perfedl  humiliation 
and  flavery  :  Such  an  entcrprize  would  doubtlefs  make  fome  ad- 
dition to  your  national  debt,  which  already  preffes  down  your  li- 
berties, and  fills  you  with  penfioners  and  placemen.  We  prefume, 
alfo,  that  your  commerce  will  fomewhat  be  diminifhed.  Howe- 
ver, fuppofe  you  fliould  prove  victorious,  in  what  condition  will 
you  then  be  ?  What  advantages  or  what  laurels  will  you  reap 
from  fuch  a  conqueft  ? 

Ma)'  not  a  miniftry  with  the  fame  armies  enflave  you  ? — it  may 
be  faid,  you  will  ceafe  to  pay  them, — but  remember  the  taxes  from 
America,  the  wealth,  and  we  may  add  the  men,  and  particularly 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  vaft  continent,  will  then  be  in  the 
power  of  your  enemies  ;  nor  will  you  have  any  reafon  to  expeft, 
that  after  making  flaves  of  us,  many  among  us  fiiould  refufe  to 
aifift  in  reducing  you  to  the  fame  abjeft  ftate. 

Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical. — Know  that  in  lefs  than  half 
a.  century,  the  quit-rents  referved  to  the  crown,  from  the  number- 
lefs  grants  of  this  vaft  continent,  will  pour  large  ftreams  of  wealth 
into  the  royal  coffers,  and  if  to  this  be  added,  the  power  of  taxing 
America  at  pleafure,  the  crown  will  be  rendered  independent  of 
you  for  fupplies,  and  will  poffefs  more  treafure  than  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  liberty  in  your  ifland.— In  a 
word,  take  care  that  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  juftice,  and  much 
public  fpirit  in  the  Englifti  nation. — To  that  juftice  we  now  ap- 
peal. You  have  been  told  that  Ave  are  feditious,  impatient  of  go- 
vernment, and  defirous  of  independency.  Be  affured  that  thefe 
are  not  fadls,  but  calumnies. — Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  your- 
felves,  and  we  ftiall  ever  efteem  a  union  with  you,  to  be  our  great-- 
eft  glory  and  our  great? ft  happinefs ;  we  ftiall  ever  be  ready  to  con- 
tribute all  in  our  power  to  the  welfare  of  the  empire  ;  we  fhall 
confider  your  enemies  as  our  enemies,  and  your  intereft  as  our  own. 

But,  if  you  are  determined  that  your  minifters  (hall  wantonly  fport' 
with  the  rights  of  mankind— if  neither  the  voice  of  juftice,  the  dic- 
tates of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the  conftitiition,  or  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  humanity,  can  refirain  your  hands  from  ftiedding  human 
blood,  in  fuch  an  impious  caufe,  we  muft  then  tell  you,  that  we  will 
never  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood,  or  drawers  of  water,  for  any 
miniPiry  or  nation  in  the  wo.rld. 

Place  us  in  the  fame  fituation  that  we  were  at  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  vrar,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be  reftored. 

But,  left  the  fame  fupinenefs,  and  the  fame  inattention  to  our 
Common  intereft,  which  you  have  for  feveral  years  flnewn,  fhould 
continue,  we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate  the  confequences* 
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By  the  dennitf^lon  of  the  trade  of  Bofton,  the  mimftry  have  en- 
deavoured to  induce  fubmiffion  to  their  meafures.  The  like  fate 
may  befal  us  all.  We  will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  live  Avithout 
trade,  and  recur,  for  fubfiftence,  to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our 
native  foil,  which  will  afford  us  all  the  necelTaries,  andfome  of  the 
conveniencies,  of  life.  We  have  fufpended  our  importation  from 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and,  in  lefs  than  a  year's  time,  unlefs 
our  grievances  ihould  be  redreffed,  (liall  difcontinue  our  exports  to 
thole  kingdoms  and  the  Wefl-Indies. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  regret,  however,  that  we  find  ourfelves  com- 
pelled, by  the  over-ruling  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  to  adopt 
meafures  detrimental,  in  their  confequences,  to  numbers  of  our  fel- 
low-IubjeiTls  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  But,  we  hope,  that  the 
magnanimity  and  juftice  of  the  Britilh  nation  will  furnilh  a  parlia- 
ment of  fuch  wifdom,  independence,  and  public  fpirit,  as  may  fave 
the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire,  from  the  devices  of  wicked 
minifters  and  evil  counfjllors,  whether  in  or  out  of  office  ;  and  there- 
by reftore  that  harmony,  friendfliip,  and  fraternal  affeAion,  between 
all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majefty's  kingdoms  and  territories,  fo  ar- 
dently widied  for,  by  every  true  and  honefl  American. 

The  Congrefs  then  relumed  the  confideration  of 'the  memorial 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifli  colonies,  and  the  fame  being  de- 
bated by  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonics  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts^ 
Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  Nevj- 
Tork,  Neiv-yersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent 
and  Sussex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina 
and  South-Carolina  : 

FRIENDS   AND  COUNTRYMEN, 

We,  the  delegates  appointed,  by  the  good  people  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  in  September  laft,  for  the  purpofes 
mentioned  by  our  refpe^live  conflitucnts,  have,  in  purfuance  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  us,  affembled,  and  taken  into  our  mofl  ferious  con- 
fideration,  the  important  matters  recommended  tcr  the  Congrefs. 
Our  refolutions  thereupon  will  be  herewith  communicated  to  you. 
But,  as  the  Situation  of  public  affairs  grov/s,  daily,  more  and  more 
alarming;  and,  as  it  may  be  more  fatisfaftor)'  to  you,  to  be  in- 
formed by  us,  in  a  coUcftlve  body,  than  in  any  other  manner,  of 
thofe  fcntiments  that  have  l)een  approved,  upon  a  full  and  free  dif- 
ruffion,  by  the  reprefcntatlves  of  fo  great  a  part  of  America,  wc 
efteem  ourfelves  obliged  to  add  this  addrefs  to  thefe  refolutions. 

In  every  cafe  of  oppofuion  by  a  people  to  their  ruler?,  or  of  one 
ftate  to  another,  duty  to  Almighty  God,  the  creator  of  all,  requires 
that  a  true  and  impartial  judgment  be  formed  of  the  meafures  lead- 
ing to  fuch  oppofition ;  and  of  the  caufes  by  v.hich  it  has  been  pro- 
voked, or  can  in  any  degree  be  juftified,  that  neither  affeAion  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  refentmeiit  on  the  other,  being  permitted  to  give 
a  wrong  bias  to  reafon,  it   may  be  enabled  to  ta.ke  a  difpaffionate 
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view  of  all  circr.mftances,  and  to  fettle  the  public  condudl  on  the 
fcl'id  foundations  of  wifdom  and  juftice. 

From  councils,  thus  tempered,  arife  the  fureft  hopes  of  the  di- 
vine favour,  the  firmed  encouragement  to  the  parties  engaged,  and 
the  ftrongeft  recommendation,  of  their  caufe,  to  the  reft,  of  man- 
kind. 

With  minds  deeply  impreffed  by  a  fenfe  of  thefe  truths,  we  have 
diligently,  deliberately,  and  calmly  enquired  into,  and  confidered 
thofe  exertions,  both  of  the  legijlative  and  executive  power  of 
Great-Britain,  which  have  excited  fo  much  uneafinefs  in  America, 
and  have,  with  equal  fidelity  and  attention,  confidered  the  conduft 
of  the  colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourfelves  reduced  to 
the  difagreeable  alternative  of  being  lilent,  and  betraying  the  in- 
nocent, or  of  fpeaking  out,  and  cenfuring  thofe  we  wifli  to  revere. 
In  making  our  choice  of  thefe  diftrefling  difficulties,  we  prefer  the 
courfe  diftated  by  honefty,  and  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  there  commenced  a 
memorable  change  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  colonies.  Ey  a  fta- 
tute,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  alleging,  "  the  expediency  of  ncv/  provifions  and  re- 
"  gulations  for  extending  the  commerce  between  Great-Britain 
"  and  his  majefty's  dominions  in  America,  and  the  neceffity  of  rai» 
"  {inq;  a  revenue,  in  the  faid  dominions,  for  defraying  the  expenfes 
"  of  defending,  protecting  and  fecuringthe  fume,"  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  undertook  to  give  and  grant  to  his  majefty  many 
rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid  in  thel'e  colonies.  To  enforce  the  ob* 
fcrvance  of  this  acl,  it  prefcribes  a  great  number  of  fevere  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures;  and,  in  two  feclions,  makes  a  remarkable  dif- 
tin(!ilion  between  the  fubjedls  in  Great-Britain,  and  thofe  in  Ame- 
rica. By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there,  are 
to  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  king's  courts  of  record,  at  Weftmin- 
fler,  or  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  Scotland;  and  by  the  other, 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  here,  are  to  be  recovered  in 
any  court  of  record,  or  in  any  court  of  admiralty,  or  vice-admiralty, 
at  the  tleclion  of  the  informer  or  profecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  confiding  in  the  juftice  of  Great- 
B-itiin,  were  fcarcely  allowed  fufficient  time  to  receive  and  confi- 
der  this  a<5l,  before  another,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stamp 
AA,  and  paiTcd  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  reign,  engroffed  their  whole 
attention.  Ey  this  ftatutc,  the  Britifti  parliament  exercifed,  in  the 
nir.ft  explicit  mann.T,  a  power  cf  taxing  us,  and  extending  tiie  jurif- 
diciion  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-ndmiralty,  in  the  colonies, 
to  matters  arifin.--  within  the  body  of  a  county,  and  dired\ed  the 
numerous  penalties  and  forfeiture^,  thereby  iiif)'.c>ed.  to  be  recovered 
In  the  faid  courts. 

In  the  fame  year,  a  tax  was  irnpofed  upon  us,  by  an  aft  eftablifh- 
inT  feveral  nev;  fees  in  the  Cuftoms.  In  tlip  next  year,  the  ftampaft 
was  repealed:  not  becaufe  it  was  founded  in  an  erroneous  principle. 
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but,  as  the  repealing  a£l  recites,  becaufe  "  the  continuance  thereof 
*•  would  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies,  and  ml-ht  be  pro- 
"  duc^ive  of  tonl'equences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial 
''  intereft  of  Great  Britain." 

In  the  fame  year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  aft,  it  was  declared,  "  that 
"  his  majefty,  in  parliament,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind  the  people 
"  of  thefe  colonies,  by  ftatutes,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever." 

In  the  fame  year,  another  act  was  pafTed,  for  impofing  rates  and 
duties  payable  in  thefc  colonies.  In  this  ilatute,  the  commons,  avoid- 
ing the  terms  of  giving  and  granting,"  humbly  befought  his  maj^fty, 
that  it  might  be  enadled.  Sec."  But,  from  a  declaration  in  the  pre- 
amble, that  the  rates  and  duties  were  "  in  lieu  of"  feveral  others 
granted  by  the  Ilatutc,  firft  before  mentioned,  for  railing  a  revenue, 
and  from  fome  other  expreflions,  it  appears,  that  thefe  duties  were 
intended  for  that  purpofe.     ' 

In  the  next  year,  [1767]  an  acl  was  made  "  to  enable  his  majefty 
"  to  put  the  cultoms,and  other  duties  in  America,  under  the  manage- 
"  mcnt  of  commlifioners.  Sec."  and  the  king,  thereupon,  eredtcd 
the  prefent  e::pcnlive  board  of  commillioners,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe of  carrying  into  execution  the  feveral  afts  relating  to  the 
revenue  and  trade  in  America. 

After  th.:  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft,  having  again  refigned  our- 
felves  t'c  our  ancient  unfufpicious  affeftions  for  the  parent  ftate,  and 
anxious  to  a\  oid  any  controverfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favorable 
alteration,  in  fcntiinents  and  meafures,  towards  us,  vv^e  did  not  prefs 
our  objcvtlons  againft  the  above-mentioned  ftatutes,made  fubfequent 
to  that   repeal. 

Admlniftration,  attributing  to  trifling  caufes,  a  conduft  that 
really  proceeded  from  generous  motives,  were  encouraged  in  the 
fami:  year  [1767]  to  make  a  bolder  experiment  on  the  patience  oi 
America. 

By  a  ftatute,  commonly  called  the  glafs,  paper,  and  tea  aft,  made 
fifteen  months  after  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  refumed  their  former  ir.nguage,  and  again  undertook 
to  "  give  and  grant  rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid  in  thefe  colonics," 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of"  raifing  a  revenue,  to  defray  the  charges 
"  of  the  adminillration  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
*'  and  defending  thi-  king's  dominions,"  on  this  continent.  The  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  ftatute,  are  to  be  reco- 
vered in  the  fauje  manner,  with  thofe.  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
afts.  • 

To  this  ftatute,  fo  naturally  tending  to  diiliirb  tlie  tranquillity, 
then  univerfal  throughout  the  colonies,  parliament,  in  the  fame  fef- 
fion,  added  another  no  l.fs  i-xtraordlnaiy. 

Ever  fincc  the  making  the  prefent  peace,  a  ftanding  army  has 
I)ecn  kept  in  thefe  colonies.  From  refpeft  for  the  mother-country, 
the  innovation  was  not  oi^lv  tolerated,  but  the  provincial  legifla- 
tures,  generally,  made  provifion  for  fnpplying  the  troops. 

The  affembly  of  the  province  of  New- York,  having  paffed  an 
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aft  of  this  kind,  but  differing  in  fome  articles,  from  the  directions. 
of  the  aft  of  parliament  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  reign,  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in  that  colony,  was  prohibited  by  a  fla- 
tute,  made  in  the  lall  feffion  mentioned,  from  making  any  bill,  or- 
der, refolution,  or  vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  chufing  a  fpeaker, 
until  provifion  fhouid  be  made,  by  the  faid  affembly,  for  furnifhing 
the  troops,  within  that  province,  not  only  with  all  fuch  neceffaries 
as  were  required  by  the  llatute,  which  they  were  charged  with  dif- 
obeying,  but  alfo  with  thofe  required  by  two  other  fubfequent  fta- 
tutes,  which  were  declared  to  be  in  force,  until  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  March,  1769. 

Thefe  ftatutes  of  the  year  1767,  revived  the  apprehenfions  and 
difcontents,  that  had  entirely  fubfided  on  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp 
aft;  and,  amidft  thejuft  fears  and  jealoufies,  thereby  occafioned,  a 
flatute  was  made,  in  the  next  year  [1768]  to  eftablilh  courts  of  ad- 
miralty and  vice-admiralty  on  a  fltw  model,  exprefsly  for  the  end 
of  more  eiFeftually  recovering  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in- 
flifted  by  afts  of  parliament,  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a 
revenue  in  America,  See. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  ftatutes  is,  to  fubvert  the  right 
of  having  a  fliare  in  legiilation,  by  rendering  afTemblies  ufelefs;  the 
right  of  property,  by  taking  the  money  of  the  colonifts,  without  their 
confent ;  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  by  fubftituting  in  their  place 
trials  in  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  where  finale  judges 
prefide,  holding  their  commiflions  during  pleafure ;  and  unduly  to 
influence  the  courts  of  common  law,byrendering  the  judges  thereof 
totally  dependant  on  the  crown  for  their  falaries. 

Thefe  ftatutes,  not  to  mention  man)'^  others  exceedingly  excep- 
tionable, compared,  one  with  another,  will  be  found,  not  only  to 
form  a  regular  fyftem,  in  which  every  part  has  great  force,  but  alfo 
a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that  fyftem,  for  fubjugating  thefe  co- 
lonies, that  are  not,  and,  from  local  circumftances,  cannot  be  repre- 
fented  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  uncontroulable  and  unli- 
mited power  of  parliament,  in  violation  of  th  ir  undoubted  rights 
and  l.bertles,  in  contempt  of  their  humble  and  repeated  fuppllca- 
tions. 

This  conduft  muft  appear  equally  aftonifliing  and  unjuftifiable, 
when  it  is  confidered  how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  behaviour 
of  thefe  colonies.  From  their  firft  fettlement,  their  bittereft  ene- 
mies never  fixed  on  any  of  them  a  tliarge  of  diiloyalty  to  their  fo- 
vereign,  or  difafTeftion  to  their  mother-country.  In  the  wars  flie 
has  carried  on,  they  have  exerted  themfclves,  whenever  required, 
in  giving  her  aftiftance;  and  have  rendered  her  fervices,  which  flie 
has  publicly  acknowledged  to  be  extremely  important.  Their  fide- 
lity, duty  and  ufefulnefs  during  the  laft  war,  were  frequently  and 
affeftionately  confeffed,  by  his  late  majefty,  and  the  prcfent  king. 

The  reproaches  of  thofe,  who  are  moll  unfriendly  to  the  freedom 
of  America,  are  principally  levelled  againft  tlie  province  of  MafTa- 
chufctts-Bay ;  but  with  what  little  reafon,wilI  appear  by  the  follow- 
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ing  declarations  of  a  perfon,  the  truth  of  whofe  evidence,  in  their 
favour,  will  not  be  queftioned.  Governor  Bernard  thus  addreffes 
the  two  houfes  of  aflembly,  in  his  fpeech,  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1762, — "  The  unanimity  and  difpatch,  with  which  you  have  com- 
plied with  the  requifitions  of  his  majefty,  require  my  particular  ac- 
knowledgment ;  and,  it  gives  me  additional  pleafure  to  obferve, 
that  you  have  therein  acled  under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  fenfe 
of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a  general  empire,  and  as  the  body 
of  a  particular  province." 

In  another  fpeech,  on  the  27th  of  May,  in  the  fame  year,  he 
fays, — Whatever  fliall  be  the  event  of  the  war,  it  muft  be  no  fmall 
fatisfadion  to  us,  that  this  province  hath  contributed  its  full  Ihare 
to  the  fupport  of  it.  Every  thing  that  hath  been  required  of  it, 
hath  been  complied  with;  and  the  execution  of  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  me,  for  raifing  the  provincial  troops,  hath  been  as  full  and 
complete  as  tlie  grant  of  them.  Never,  before,  were  regiments  fo 
cafily  levied,  fo  well  compofed,  and  fo  early  in  the  field  as  they  have 
been  this  year  :  the  common  people  fcemed  to  be  animated  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  general  court,  and  to  vie,  with  them,  in  their  readineis 
to  ferve  the  king." 

Such  was  the  conducl  of  the  people  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
during  the  lafl  war.  As  to  their  behaviour,  before  that  period,  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  forgot  in  Great-Britain,  that  not  only  on 
every  occafion,  they  had  conftantly  and  cheerfully  compliedwiththe 
frequent  royal  requilitions  ;  but,  that  chiefly  by  their  vigorous  ef- 
forts, Nova-Scotia  was  fubdued  in  1710,  and  Louifbourg  in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  domeftic  difturbances,  that 
quickly  fucceeded,  on  account  of  the  (lamp  aft,  being  quieted  by  its 
repeal,  the  affcmbly  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  tranfmitted  an  humble 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king  and  divers  noblemen,  and  foon  after 
palTcd  a  bill  for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fuffjrcrs  in  the  difor- 
der  occalioned  by  that  aft. 

Thefe  circumftances,  and  the  following  extrafts  from  governor 
Bernard's  letters,  in  1768,  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  fecretary  of 
ftate,  clearly  Ihew,  with  what  grateful  tendernefs  they  ftrove  to 
bury  in  oblivion  the  unhappy  occafion  of  the  late  difcords,  and 
with  what  rcfpeftful  deference  they  endeavoured  to  efcape  other 
fubjefts  of  future  controverfy.  "  The  houfe,  (fays  the  governor) 
from  the  time  of  opening  the  feflion  to  this  day,  has  Ihewn  a  dif- 
pofition  to  avoid  all  difpute  with  me  ;  every  thing  having  paffed 
■with  as  much  good  humour  as  1  tonld  defire,  except  only  their  con- 
tinuing to  aft  in  addreiling  the  king,  remondrating  to  the  fecre- 
tary of  ftate,  and  employing  a  feparate  agent.  It  is  the  import- 
ance of  this  innovation,  without  any  wilfuhv-fs  of  my  own,  which 
induces  me  to  make  this  rcmonftrance,  at  a  time  wlien  1  have  a 
fair  profpeft  of  having,  in  all  other  bulincfs,  nothing  but  ^ood  to 
fay  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe."* 

*  Jamiary  21,  1768. 
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*'  They  have  adled,  in  all  things,  even  in  their  remonflrance, 
•with  temper  and  moderation  ;  they  have  avoided  Ibme  fubjefts  ojf 
dilpute,  and  have  laid  a  I'oundation  for  removing  lome  caufes  of 
fornifr  altercation."* 

"  I  Ihali  make  inch  a  prudent  and  proper  ufe  of  this  letter  as, 
I  hope,  will  perfeclly  reftorc  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  pro- 
vince, for  which  purpofe  conliderable  fteps  have  been  made  by  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives."t 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  contain- 
ed in  tbefe  letters,  will  have  greater  force,  if  it  be  conlidered,  that 
they  were  Avritten  feveral  months  after  the  frefh  alarm  given  to 
the  colonies,  by  the  ftatutes  paffed  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place,  it  feems  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  infinuation 
of  one  of  thofe  ftatutes,  that  the  interference  of  parliament  was 
neceJTary  to  provide  for  "  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftra- 
"  tion  of  juflice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and  defending 
"  the  king's  dominions  in  America." 

As  to  the  two  firfl  articles  of  expenfe,  every  colony  had  made 
fuch  provilion,  as  by  their  reipetlive  affemblies,  the  beft  judges 
on  fuch  occaiions,  was  thought  expedient,  and  fuitable  to  their 
feveral  circumftances  :  refpecling  the  laft,  it  is  well  known  to  all 
men,  the  leaft  acquainted  with  American  affairs,  that  the  colonies 
ivere  eftablifhed,  and  generally  defended  themfelves,  without  the 
leaft  aililtance  from  Great-Britain  ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  her 
taxing  them,  by  the  ftatutes  before  mentioned,  moft  of  them  were 
labouring-  under  very  heavy  debts  contra£led  in  the  laft  war.  So 
far  were  they  from  fparing  their  money,  when  their  fovereign, 
conftitutionaliy,  afked  their  aids,  that  during  the  tourfe  of  that 
war.  parliament  repeatedly  made  them  compenfations  for  the  ex- 
p^nfcs  of  thofe  ftrcnuous  efforts,  which,  confulting  their  zeal,  ra- 
ther than  their  ftren  ,th,  they  had  chearfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  acts  of  p;jrliam,*nt,  before  mentioned,  are,  yet  the 
conduct  of  adminiftration  hath  been  equally  injurious,  and  irrita- 
ting, to  this  devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many  new  inftitutldns, 
ii'iifornily  rigid  and  dangerous,  have  been  introduced,  as  could 
ciily  be  expefted  from  incenfed  mafters,  for  colleCling  the  tribute, 
or  r:'.ther  th ;  plunder,  of  conquered  provinces. 

By  an  ord'.r  of  the  king,  the  authority  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  under  him,  of  the  brigadier-generals,  in  tin.e  of  peace, 
is  rendered  fuprenie  in  all  the  civil  governments,  in  America;  and 
thus,  an  unccntroulible  military  power  is  vefted  m  officers,  not 
known  to  the  conftitution  of  thefe  colonies. 

A  large  body  o\'  troops,  and  a  conliderable  armament  of  fhips 
of  war,  hji e  been  fent  to  allift  in  taking  their  money  Avithcut 
thjir  co.if.nt. 

Expjnfive  and  opprciTive  offices  have  been  multiplied,  and  the 
aCis  of  corruption  Induftrioufly  pradliled  to  divide  and  deftroy. 

*  JanuarySO,  1768.  t  Februarj  2^  17C8. 
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The  judges  of  the  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  im- 
powered  to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  efFedls  to  be 
condemned  by  thcmfelves. 

The  commiliioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered  to  break  open 
and  enter  houfes,  without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magiftrate, 
founded  on  legal  information. 

Judges  of  courts  of  common  law,  have  been  made  entirely  de- 
pendant on  the  crown  for  thoir  commiilions  and  falaries. 

A  court  has  been  eftablilhed  at  Rhodc-Illand,  for  the  purpoTes 
of  taking  colonifts  to  England  to  be  tiied. 

Kumble  and  reafonable  petitions,  from  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  have  been  frequently  treated  with  contempt :  and  af- 
femblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  arbitrarily  diffolved. 

From  fome  few  inftances,  it  will  fufficiently  appear,  on  what 
pretences  of  juftice  thofe  difTolutions  have  been  founded. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  colonies  having  been  again  diflurbed,  as 
his  been  mentioni'd  by  the  ft  itutes  of  the  year  1767,  the  earl  of 
Hillfborou;<h,  fccretary  of  ftate,  in  a  letter  to  governor  Bernard, 
dated  April  22,  1768,  cenfures  the  "  prefumption"  of  the  houfe 
of  reprjfentatives  for  "  refolving  upon  a  meaiure  of  fo  infiamnia- 
tory  a  nature,  as  that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies,  on  the  uib- 
je.fi  of  their  intended  reprefentations  againft  fome  late  adts  of 
parliament,"  then  declares,  that  "  his  majefty  conlidtrs  this  flep 
as  evidently  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  to  ex- 
cite an  unjuftifiahle  oppolition  to  the  conftitutional  authority  of 
parliament :" — and  afterwards  adds,  "  It  is  the  king's  pleaiurc, 
"  that  as  foon  as  the  general  court  is  again  alTenibled,  at  the  time 
"  prcfcribed  by  the  charter,  you  fliould  require  of  the  houfe  of 
"  reprefentatives,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  refcind  the  refolution 
"  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the  I'Vjeaker,  and  to 
"  declare  their  difapprobation  of,  and  difftnt  to  that  rafh  and 
*'  hafty  proceeding." 

"  If  the  new  affembly  (hould  refufe  to  comply  with  his  majcf- 
«  ty's  reafonable  expectation,  it  is  the  king's  pleafure,  that  you 
"  ftiould  immediately  diiTolve  them." 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  the  refolution  not 
"being  refcinded,  according  to  order,  the  affembly  was  diffolved. 
A  letter  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  lent  to  other  governors  to  procure 
refolutions,  approving  the  conduct  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  be  refcinded  alfo  ;  and  the  houfes  of  r-.pre- 
fcr.tativcs  in  other  colonies,  refafKig  to  comply,  alTemblies  were 
diffolved. 

Thefc  mandates  fpoke  a  language,  to  which  the  ears  of  Enclini 
fubjefts  had  for  feveral  generations  been  ftrangers.  TIic  nature 
of  affemblies  implies  a  power  and  right  of  deliberation  ;  biAt  th'-fc 
commands,  profcribimv  the  cxcrcife  of  judgment  en  the  propriety 
of  the  requifitions  made,  hft  to  the  affemblies  onlv  the  election 
between  diiflat'd  fubmiHlon,  and  tl]reatened  pi'nilhment  :  A  pu- 
niihi«cnt  too,  fouiidud  on  no  otJicr  aA,  than  fuch  as  is  deemed  in- 
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nocent  even  in  flaves— of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrefs  of 
grievances,  that  equally  afFedl  all. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuflifiable  invafion  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 
foon  followed  thefe  events,  in  the  fame  year;  though  that  town, 
the  province  in  which  it  is  fituated,  and  all  the  colonies,  from  ab- 
horrence of  a  contefl  with  their  parent  ftate,  permitted  the  execu- 
tion, even  of  thofe  ftatutes,  againft  which  they  fo  unanimoufly  were 
complaining,  remonftrating,  and  fupplicating. 

Adminiftration,  determined  to  fubdue  a  fpirit  of  freedom,  which 
Englilh  niiniflers  Ihould  have  rejoiced  to  cherifh,  entered  into  a 
monopolizing  combination  with  the  Eaft-India  company,  to  fend 
to  this  continent  vaft  quantities  of  tea,  an  article  on  which  a  duty 
■was  laid  by  a  ftatute,  that,  in  a  particular  manner,  attacked  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  which,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  thefc 
colonies  had  refolved  not  to  import.  The  cargo  fent  to  South-Caro- 
lina was  ftored,  and  not  allowed  to  be  fold.  Thofe  fent  to  Philadel- 
phia and  New-York,  were  not  permitted  to  be  landed.  That  fent 
to  Boflon  was  deftroyed,  becaufe  governor  Hutchinfon  would  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  returned. 

On  the  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfaclions  arriving  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, the  public  fpirited  town  laft  mentioned,  was  finglcd  out  for 
deftrudlion,  and  it  was  determined  the  province  it  belongs  to,  fhculd 
partake  of  its  fate.  In  the  laftfeffion  of  parliament,  therefore,  were 
pafTed  the  a6l  for  fliutting  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  indemnifying 
the  murderers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  chan- 
ging their  chartered  conftitution  of  government.  To  enforce  thefe 
acts,  that  province  is  again  invaded  by  a  fleet  and  arm)% 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  is  fufficient  to  explain 
them.  For  though  it  is  pretended  that  the  province  of  MalTachu- 
fetts-Bay  has  been  particularly  difrefpeftful  to  Great  Britain,  yet, 
in  truth,  the  behaviour  of  the  people,  in  other  colonies,  has  been 
an  equal  "  oppofition  to  the  power  affumed  by  parliament."  No 
ftep,  however,  has  been  taken  againft  any  of  the  reft.  This  art- 
ful conduct  conceals  feveral  defigns.  It  is  expefted  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Maffachufetts-Bay  will  be  irritated  into  fome  violent  ac- 
tion, that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the  continent,  or  that  may  in- 
duce the  people  of  Great-Britain  to  approve  the  meditated  ven- 
geance of  an  imprudent  and  exafperated  miniftry.  If  the  unexam- 
pled pacific  temper  of  that  province  fliall  difappoint  this  part  of 
the  plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  fo  far  intimidated, 
as  to  dcfert  their  brethren,  fuffering  in  a  common  caufe,  and  that 
thus  difunitt'd,  all  may  be  fubdued. 

To  promote  thefe  dtfigns,  another  meafure  has  been  purfued. 
In  the  ft  fTion  of  pai-liament,  ?aft  mentioned,  an  aft  was  paffed  for 
cbanging  the  government  of  Quebec,  by  which  aft  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic rclij//ion,  inftead  of  being  tolerated,  as  ftipulated  by  the  treaty 
of  peace,  is  eftablillied;  and  the  people  there  are  deprived  of  a  right 
to  an  affembly,  trials  by  jury,  and  the  Englifh  laws,  in  civil  cafes, 
ave  abolifhedj  and  inftead  thereof,  the  French  laws  are  eftablifiied, 
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in  direft  violation  of  his  majefty's  promife  by  his  royal  proclama- 
tion, under  the  faith  of  which  many  Englifli  fubjefts  fettled  in  that 
province,  and  the  limits  of  that  province,  are  extended  fo  as  to  com- 
prehend thofe  vaft  regions,  that  lie  adjoining  to  the  northerly  and 
wellerly  boundaries  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter  themfelves, 
that  the  inhabitants,  deprived  of  liberty,  and  artfully  provoked 
againft  thofe  of  another  religion,  will  be  proper  inflruments  for  af- 
filling  in  the  opprellion  of  fuch  as  differ  from  them  in  modes  of  go- 
vernment and  faith. 

From  the  detail  of  fafts,  herein  before  recited,  as  well  as  from 
authentic  intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a 
reiblution  is  formed,  and  now  carrying  into  execution,  to  extin- 
guilh  the  freedom  of  thefe  colonies,  by  fubjedling  them  to  a  def- 
potic  government. 

At  this  unhappy  period,  we  have  been  authorized  and  diredled 
to  meet  and  confult  together,  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  coun- 
try.    We  accepted  the  important  truft  with  diffidence,  but  have  en- 
deavoured to  difcharge  it  with  integrity.     Though  the  ftate  of  thefe 
colonies  would  certainly  juftify  other  meafures  than  we  have  advi- 
fed,  yet  weighty  reafons  determined  us  to  prefer  thofe  which  we 
have  adopted.     In  the  firft  place,  it  appeared  to  us  a   conduft  be- 
coming the    character  thefe  colonies  have  ever  fuftained,  to   per- 
form,   even  in  the   midft  of  the    unnatural   diftreffes   and   immi- 
nent dangers  that  furround  them,  every  aft  of  loyalty,  and  there- 
fore, we  were  induced,  once  more  to  offer  to  his  majefty,  the  peti- 
tions of  his  faithful  and  opprefTed  fubjedls  in  America.    Secondly, 
regarding  with  the  tender  affeftion,  which  we  knew  to  be  fo  univer- 
fal  among  our  countrymen,  the  people  of  the  kingdom,  from  which 
we  derive  our  origin,  we  could  not- forbear  to  regulate  our  fteps  by 
an  expectation  of  receiving  full  conviction,  that  the  colonifts  are 
equally  dear  to  them.   Between  thefe  provinces  and  that  body  fiib- 
fifts  the  fecial  band,   which   we    ardently  wilh  may  never  be  dif- 
folved,   and   which  cannot  be  diffolved,  until  their   minds    fhall 
become  indifputably  hoflile,  or  their  inattention  fhall  permit  thofe, 
who  are  thus  hoftile,  to  perfifl  in  profecuting,  with  the  powers  of  the 
realm,  the  dcftruAive  meafures  already  operating  againft  the  colo- 
nifts, and,  in  either  cafe,  ftiall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  they  fliall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  regard,  but  that  of 
fclf-prefervation.  Notwithftanding  the  violence  with  which  affairs 
have,  been  impelled,  they  have  not  yet  reached   that   fatal   point. 
Wc  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion,  already  alarmingly- 
rapid;   wc  have  chofen  a  method  of  oppofition,  that  docs  not  pre- 
clude a  hearty  reconciliation  with  our  fellow-citizens,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic.    We  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  necelTity,  that 
prcffes  us  to  an  immediate  interruption  of  commerce,  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  them.    We  truft  they  will  acquit  us  of  any  unkind  in- 
tentions towards  them,   by  reflefting,  that  we  are  driven  by  the 
hands  of  violence,  into  unexperienced  and  unexpected  public  con- 
VoL.  I.  H 
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vulfions,   and  that  we   are  contending  for  freedom,  fo  often  con- 
tended for  by  our  anceftors. 

The  people  of  England  will  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  decla- 
ring their  fentiments  concerning  our  caufe.  In  their  piety,  gene- 
roiity,  and  good  fenfe,  we  repofc  high  confidence  ;  and  cannot, 
upon  a  review  of  pail  events,  be  perfiuded,  that  they,  the  dcfrnd- 
ers  of  true  religion,  and  the  afTerters  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
will  take  part  againft  their  affectionate  Proteftant  brethren  in  the 
colonies,  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  fecret  enemies,  whofe 
intri^'ues,  for  fcvera!  years  paft,  have  been  v.hoUy  exercifed  in  fap- 
ping  the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Another  reafon,  that  engaged  us  to  prefer  the  commercial 
mode  of  oppofition,  arofe  from  an  aiTurance,  that  the  mode  will 
prove  efficacious,  if  it  be  perfilled  in  with  fidelity  and  virtue  ;  and 
that  your  conducl  will  be  influenced  by  thcfe  laudable  principles, 
cannot  be  queftioned.  Your  own  falvation,  and  that  of  your  pof- 
terity,  now  depends  upon  yourfelves.  You  have  already  fhewn 
that  you  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  bleflings  you  are  driving 
to  retain.  Againft  the  temporary  inconveniencies  you  m;.y  fuf- 
fer  from  a  ftoppage  of  trade,  you  will  weiph  in  the  oppofite  ba- 
lance, the  endlefs  mileries  you  and  your  deicendants  muft  endure, 
from  an  eftabliflied  arbitrary  power.  You  will  not  forget  the 
honour  of  your  country,  that  muft,  from-  your  behaviour,  take  its 
title  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world,  to  glory,  or  to  fhame  ;  and 
you  will,  with  the  deepeft  attention,  refleCl,  that  if  the  peaceable 
node  of  cppolition,  recommende-d  by  us,  be  broken  and  rendered 
ineffectual,  as  your  cruel  and  haughty  m.inifterial  enemies,  from  a 
contemptuous  opinion  of  your  firmnefs,  infolcntly  predidt  will  be 
the  cafe,  ycu  muft  inevitably  be  reduced  to  chufe,  either  a  more 
dangerous  conteft,  or  a  finrj,  ruinous,  and  infamous  fubmiffion. 

Motives  thus  cogent,  arifing  from  the  emergency  of  your  un- 
happy condition,  muft  excite  your  utmoft  diligence  and  zeal,  to 
give  all  poffible  ftrength  and  energy  to  the  pacific  meafures  calcu- 
lated for  your  reiitf :  But  v/e  think  ourfelves  bound  in  duty,  to 
obferve  to  you,  that  the  fchemes  agitated  againft  thefe  colonies, 
have  been  fo  conduced,  as  to  render  it  prudent,  that  you  fhould 
extend  your  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be,  in  all  refpevSls,  pre- 
pared for  every  contingency.  Above  all  things,  we  earneftly  in- 
treat  you,  with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of  heart,  and  amend- 
ment of  life,  to  humble  yourfelves  and  implore  the  favour  of  Al- 
mighty God  :  and  we  fervently  befeech  his  divine  goodnefs;  to 
take  you  into  his  gracious  proteftion. 

Resolved,  That  an  addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Chiebec, 
and  letters  to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia, 
Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  who  have  not  t''*puties  to  reprefent  them 
in  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered,^  That  Mr.  Cufliing,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  be 
a  committee  to  prepare  the  above  addrefs  and  letters. 
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The  addrefs  to  the  king  being  brought  in,  was  read,  and  after 
fome  debate, 

Ordered.)  That  tne  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  J, 
Dickinfon,  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Ijpon  motion, 

Rcsohdd,  That  the  feizing,  or  attempting  to  feize,  any  perfon 
in  America,  in  order  to  tranfport  fuch  perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for 
trial  of  offences,  committed  within  the  body  of  a  connty  in  Ame- 
rica, being  againft  law,  will  jullify,  and  ought  to  meet  with  re- 
finance and  reprifal. 


Saturdaj;  October  22,    1774. 

The  hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  being  unable  to  attend,  on 
account  of  indifpolition^  the  hon.  Henry  Middleton,  iifq;  was 
chofen  to  fupply  his  place,  as  prefident. 

Aa  addrefs  from  Chriftopher  Tuily  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered.)  That  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs, 
as  corrected,  be  fent  to  the  prefs,  and  printed  under  the  diredion 
of  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  the  fecretary. 

Resohed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary,  that  another  Congrefs  fhould  be  held  on  the  tenth  day 
of  May  next,  unlefs  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  which  we  have 
dellred,  be  obtained  before  that  time, — And  v/e  recommend,  that 
the  fame  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  all  the  colo- 
nies, in  North-America,  chufe  deputies,  as  foon  as  pofEble,  to  at- 
tend fuch  Congrefs. 

The  comrrattee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colonics  of 
St.  John's,  &c.  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  being 
amended,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

Pbilodelpbia,  October  22,    1774. 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  THE  prefent  critical  and  truly  alarming  ftate  of  American 
affairs,  having  been  conlldercd  in  a  general  Congrefs  of  deputies, 
from  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maifachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
lUund  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerley,  Pcni>fylvania,  New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  SulTex  on  Delaware, 
Maryl.iud,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  with 
that  attention  and  mature  deliberation,  which  the  important  nature 
of  the  cafe  demands,  they  have  determined,  for  themfelves  and 
the  colonies  they  reprefent,  on  the  meafures  contained  in  the  en- 
clofed  papers  ;  which  meafures  they  recommend  to  your  colony 
to  be  adopted  with  all  the  earneftnefs,  that  a  well-dired.ed  zeal  for 
American  liberty  can  prompt. 

"  So  rapidly  violent  and  unjuft  has  been  the  late  condu<ft  of 
the  Britidi  adminiftration  againft  the  colonies,  that  either  a  bafe 
and  flavilh  fubmillion,  uttder  the  lols  of  their  ancient^  juft,  and 
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conftitutional  liberty,  muft  quickly  take  place,  or  an  adequate  op- 
pofition  be  formed. 

"   We  pray  God  to  take  you  under  his  prftteftion,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire. 
By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middleton,  Prefident." 

MoNDjir,  October  24,   1774. 

The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Quebec,  being  brought  in,  was 
read,  ana  after  fome  debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  addrefs  to  the  king  was  re-com- 
mitted, reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  October  25,    1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to  his 
majefly,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was,  after 
fome  amendments,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Resolved,  That  the  addrefs  to  the  king,  be  enclofed  in  a  letter 
to  the  feveral  colony  agents,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  by 
them  prcfented  to  his  majefty  ;  and  that  the  agents  be  requefted 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  fuch  noblemen  and  gentlemen  as  are  efteemed 
firm  friends  to  American  liberty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Jay,  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
agents. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  behalf 
of  all  thofe  whom  they  reprefent,  do  prefent  their  mofl  grateful 
acknowledgements  to  thofe  truly  noble,  honourable,  and  patriotic 
advocates  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  who  have  fo  generoully 
and  powerfully,  though  unfuccefsfuUy,  efpoufed  and  defended 
the  caufe  of  America,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 

.^a^^^m^ 

Wednesdat,  October  26,  .1774. 

The  letter  to  the  agents,  being  brought  in  by  the  committee, 
was  read,  and  approved  as  follows  : — 

Philadelphia,  October  26,   1774. 
"  Gentlemen, 

*'  WE  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  our  reliance  on  your  zeal 
and  attachment  to  the  happinefs  of  America,  and  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, when  we  commit  the  enclofed  paper  to  your  care. 

"  We  defire  you  will  deliver  the  petition  into  the  hands  of  his 
majefty,  and  after  it  has  been  prefented,  we  wifli  it  may  be  made 
public  through  the  prefs,  together  with  the  lift  of  grievances.  And 
as  we  hope  for  great  aftiftance  from  the  fpirit,  virtue,  and  juftice 
of  the  nation,  it  is  our  earneft  defire,  that  the  moft  efFeclual  care 
be  taken,  as  early  as  pofTible,  to  furnifh  the  trading  cities,  and 
manufafturing  towns,  throughout  the  united  kingdom,  with  our 
memorial  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain. 
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"  We  doubt  not,  but  your  good  fenfe  and  difcernment,  will  lead 
you  to  avail' yourldlves  of  every  affiftance,  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  advice  and  friendfliip  of  ail  great  and  good  men,  who  may  in- 
cline to  aid  the  cauie  of  liberty  and  mankind. 

"  The  gratitude  of  America,  expreffed  in  the  enclofed  vote  of 
thanks,  we  defire  may  be  conveyed  to  the  deferving  objeds  of  it, 
in  the  manner  you  think  will  be  moft  acceptable  to  th'em. 

"  It  is  propofed,  that  another  Gongrefs  be  held  on  the  tenth  of 
May  next,  at  this  place,  but  in  the  mean  time,  we  beg  the  favour 
of  you,  gentlemen,  to  tranfmit  to  the  fpeakers  of  the  feveral  af- 
femblies,  the  earlieft  information  of  the  moft  authentic  accounts 
you  can  colle£l,  of  all  fuch  conduct  and  defigns  of  miniftry,  or  par- 
liament, as  it  may  concern  America  to  know. 

We  are,  with  unfeigned  efteem  and  regard, 

Gentlemen,  Sec. 
By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Gongrefs, 

Henry  Middjleton,  Prefident." 
To  Pau!  Wentworth,  Efq; 
Doctor  Benj.  Franklin, 
William   BoUen,   Efq; 
Dodtor  Arthur  Lee, 
Thomas  Life,  Efq; 
Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 
Charles  Garth,  Efq; 
The  committee,   to  whom   the    addrefs   to  the  inhabitants  of 
Quebec   was  re-committed,  reported  a  draught,  which   was   read, 
and  being  debated  by  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  ^lebcc, 

FRIENDS    AND    FELLOW-SUBJECTS, 

WE,  the  delegates  of  the  colonies  of  New-Hampflilre,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
nedlicut,  New-York,  Nev/-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  of 
New-Caftle,  Kent,  and  SiifTex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  colonies,  to  reprefent  them  in  a  general  Gongrefs,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  to  confult  together, 
concerning  the  beft  methods  to  obtain  redrefs  of  our  affliding^ 
grievances ;  having  accordingly  aiTemblfd,  and  taken  into  our 
moft  ferious  confideration,  the  ftate  of  public  affairs  on  this  con- 
tinent, have  thought  proper  to  addrefs  your  province,  as  a  i.-^n.ber 
therein  deeply  intereilied. 

When  the  fortune  of  war,  after  a  gallant  and  glorious  refiftmce, 
had  incorporated  you  with  the  body  of  Englilh  fubjeils,  we  reioic- 
ed  in  the  truly  valuable  addition,  both  on  our  own  and  your  ac- 
count ;  expcfting,  as  courage  and  generofity  are  naturally  united, 
our  brave  enemies,  would  become  our  hearty  friends,  and  that  the 
divir.e  Being,  would  blefs  to  you  the  difpenfations  of  his  ovcr-rul- 
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ing  providence,  by  fecuring  to  you,  and  your  lateft  pofterlty,  the 
ineltimable  advantages  of  a  free  EngHfh  conllitution  of  govern- 
ment, Vv'hich  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  Englifh  fubjefts  to  enjoy. 

Thefc  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  king's  proclamation,  iffued 
in  the  year  1763,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  your  full  enjoy- 
inent  of  thofe  advantages. 

Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  fucceeding  minifters  would  fo  au- 
daciQuily  and  cruelly  abufe  the  royal  authority,  as  to  withhold 
from  you  the  fruition  of  the  irrevocable  rights,  to  which  you  were 
thus  juftly  entitled. 

But  lince  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  unexpefled  time,  when  mi- 
nifters of  this  flagitious  temper,  have  dared  to  violate  the  moft  fa- 
cred  compacts  and  obligations,  and  as  you,  educated  under  ano- 
ther form  of  government,  have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcovering 
the  unfpeakable  worth  of  that  form  you  are  now  undoubtedly 
entitled  to,  we  efteem  it  our  duty,  for  the  weighty  realbns  here- 
in-after mentioned,  to  explain  to  you  fome  of  its  moft  important 
branches. 

"  Li  every  human  fociety,"  fays  the  celebrated  Marquis  Becca- 
ria,  "  there  is  an  effort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one  part 
the  heighth  of  power  and  happinefs,  and  to  reduce  the  other  to 
the  extreme  of  weaknefs  and  mifery.  Thf  intent  of  good  laws  is 
to  oppofe  this  eftort,  and  to  diftufe  their  influence  univerfally  and 
equally." 

Rulers  ftimulated  by  this  pernicious  "  effort,"  and  fubjefts  ani- 
mated by  the  juft  "  intent  of  oppofing  good  laws  againft  it,"  have 
occafioned  that  vaft  variety  of  events,  that  fill  the  hiftories  of  fo 
many  nations.  AH  thefe  hiftories  demonftrate  the  truth  of  this 
fimple  pofition,  that  to  live  by  the  will  of  one  man,  or  fct  of  men, 
is  the  produftion  of  mifery  to  all  men. 

On  the  folid  foundation  of  this  principle,  Englifhmen  reared  up 
the  fabrick  of  their  conllitution  with  fuch  a  ftrength,  as  for  ages 
to  defy  time,  tyranny,  treachery,  internal  and  foreign  wars :  And, 
as  an  illuftrious  author*  of  your  nation,  hereafter  mentioned,  ob- 
ferves, — "  They  gave  the  people  of  their  colonies,  the  form  of 
their  own  govcrnmtnt,  and  this  government  carrying  profptrity 
alon.  with  it,  they  have  grown  great  nations  in  the  forefts  they 
■were  fcnt  to  inhabit." 

In  this  form,  the  firft  grand  right,  is  that  of  the  people  having 
a  ihare  in  their  own  government,  by  their  reprefentativfs  chofc"  by 
themff.'lves,  and  in  confeq'uence  of  being  ruled  by  laws  which  they 
themfilvcs  approve,  not  by  edkh-  of  men,  over  whom  they  have 
no  controul.  Ihis  is  a  bulwark  furrounding  and  defending  their 
property,  fo  that  no  portions  of  it  can  legally  be  taken  from  them, 
but  with  their  own  full  and  free  content,  when  they  in  their  judg- 
rodit  deem  it  juft  and  necclTary  to  give  them  for  public  fervices, 
and  pr 'ciLly  direft  the  eafieft,  cheapeft,  and  moft  equal  methods 
in  which  they  ihall  be  collected. 

*  Montesquieu* 
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The  influence  of  this  right  extends  ftill  farther.  If  money  is 
wanted  by  rulers,  who  have  in  any  manner  opprelTed  the  people, 
they  may  retain  it,  untiJ  their  grievances  are  redrefled ;  and  thus 
peaceably  procure  relief,  without  trufting  to  defpifed  petitions,  or 
difturbing  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  next  great  right  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  This  provides,  that 
neither  life,  liberty,  nor  property,  can  be  taken  from  the  poffeflbr, 
until  twelve  of  his  unexceptionable  countrymen  and  peers  of  his 
vicinage,  who  from  that  neighbourhood  may  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  acquainted  with  his  charaAer,  and  the  characfters  of  the 
witneffes,  upon  a  fair  trial,  and  full  enquiry,  face  to  face,  in  open 
court,  before  as  many  of  the  people  as  chule  to  attend,  fhall  pafs 
their  fentence  upon  oath  againft  him ;  a  fentence  that  cannot  in- 
jure him,  without  injuring  their  own  reputation,  and  probably 
their  intereft  alfo  ;  as  the  queflion  may  turn  on  points,  that,  in 
fome  degree,  concern  the  general  welfare  ;  and,  if  it  does  not,  their 
verdict  may  form  a  precedent,  that,  on  a  fimilar  trial  of  their  own, 
njay  militate  againft  themfelves. 

Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty  of  the  perfon.  If  a 
fubjeA  is  feized  and  imprifoned,  though  by  order  of  government, 
he  may,  by  virtue  of  this  right,  immediately  obtain  a  writ,  termed 
a  habeas  corpus^  from  a  judge,  whofe  fworn  duty  it  is  to  grant 
It,  and  thereupon  procure  any  illegal  reflraintto  be  quickly  enquir- 
ed into,  and  redreffed. 

A  fourth  right,  is  that  of  holding  lands  by  the  tenure  of  eafy 
rents,  and  not  by  rigorous  and  opprellive  fervices,  frequently  forc- 
ing the  poffefTors  from  their  families,  and  their  bufincfs,  to  perform 
■what  ought  to  be  done,  in  all  well-regulated  ftates,  by  men  hired 
for  the  pui-pofe. 

The  laft  right  we  fhall  mention  regards  the  freedom  of  the  prefs. 
The  importance  of  this  coniifts,  befidcs  the  advancement  of  truth, 
fcience,  morality,  and  arts  in  general,  in  its  difiufion  of  liberal 
fentiments  on  the  adminiflration  of  government,  its  ready  commu- 
nication of  thoughts  between  fubjedls,  and  its  confequential  pro- 
motion of  union  among  them,  whereby  oppreffive  otficers  are  Sham- 
ed or  intimidated,  into  more  honourable  and  juft  modes  of  con- 
dudling  affairs. 

Thefe  are  the  invaluable  rights,  that  form  a  confiderable  part 
of  our  mild  fyftem  of  government ;  that,  fending  its  equitable  ener- 
gy through  all  ranks  and  clalTes  of  men,  defends  the  poor  from  the 
rich,  the  weak  from  the  powerful,  the  induiVious  from  the  rapa- 
cious, the  peaceable  from  the  violent,  the  tenants  from  the  lords, 
and  all  from  their  fuperiors. 

Thefe  are  the  rights,  without  which  a  people  cannot  be  free 
and  happy,  and  under  the  proteiSling  and  encouraging  influence  of 
which,  thefe  colonies  have  hitherto  fo  amazingly  flouriihcd  and  in- 
creafed.  Thefe  are  the  rights,  a  proriigate  miniftry  are  now  ftriv- 
ing,  by  force  of  arms,  to  ravifh  from  us,  and  which  we  are,  wich 
one  mind,  refolved  never  to  refign  but  with  our  lives. 
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Thefe  are  the  rights  you  are  entitled  to,  and  ought,  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  perfecftion,  to  exercife.  And  what  is  offered  to  you  by 
the  late  acl  of  parliament  in  their  place  ?  Liberty  of  confcience  in 
your  religion  ?  No.  God  gave  it  to  you  ;  and  the  temporal  pow- 
ers with  which  you  have  been  and  are  connected,  firmly  ftipulated 
for  your  enjoyment  of  it.  If  laws,  divine  and  human,  could  fe- 
cure  it  againft  the  defpotic  caprices  of  wicked  men,  it  was  fecured 
before.  Are  the  French  laws  in  civil  cafes  reflored  ?  It  feems  fo. 
But  obferve  the  cautious  kindnefs  of  the  minifters,  who  pretend  to 
be  your  benefaftors.  The  words  of  the  ftatute  are — that  thofe 
"  laws  Ihall  be  the  rule,  until  they  fhall  be  varied  or  altered  by 
"  any  ordinances  of  the  governor  and  council."  Is  the  "  certain- 
"  ty  and  lenity  of  the  criminal  law  of  England  and  its  benefits 
"  and  advantages,"  commended  in  the  faid  ftatute,  and  faid  to 
*'  have  been  fenfibly  felt  by  you,"  fecured  to  you  and  your  defcen- 
dants  ?  No.  Thej'^  too  are  fubjefted  to  arbitrary  "  alterations" 
by  the  governor  and  council ;  and  a  power  is  exprefsly  referved  of 
?.ppointing  "  fuch  courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
diction,  as  fliall  be  thought  proper."  Such  is  the  precarious  te- 
nure of  mere  will,  by  which  you  hold  your  lives  and  religion.  The 
crown  and  its  minifters,  are  empowered  as  far  as  they  could  be  by 
parliament,  to  eftablifti  even  the  inquifitionitfelf  among  you.  Have 
you  an  aflembly  compofed  of  worthy  men,  eleiled  by  yourfelves, 
and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to  make  laws  for  you,  to  watch  over 
your  welfare,  and  to  direiSl  in  what  quantity,  and  in  what  manner, 
your  money  ihall  be  taken  from  you  ?  No.  The  power  of  making 
laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  the  governor  and  council,  all  of  them  de- 
pendant upon,  and  removeable  at  the  pleafure  of  a  minifter.  Be- 
fides,  another  late  ftatute,  made  without  your  confent,  has  fub- 
jecled  you  to  the  inipofitions  of  excife  ;  the  horror  of  all  free 
ftates  ;  tlius  wrefting  your  property  from  you  by  the  mofc  odious  of 
taxes,  and  laying  open  to  infolent  tax-gatherers,  houfes,  the  fcenes 
of  domeftic  peace  and  comfort,  and  called  the  caftles  of  Englifh 
fubjefts  in  the  books  of  their  law.  And  in  the  very  a&.  for  alter- 
ing your  government,  and  intended  to  flatter  you,  you  are  not  au- 
thorifed  to  "  affefs,  levy,  or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes,  but  for  the 
inferior  purpofes  of  making  roads,  and  erecting  and  repairing  pub- 
lic buildings,  or  for  other  local  conveniences,  within  your  refpec- 
tive  towns  and  diftricts."  Why  this  degrading  diftindiion  ?  Ought 
not  the  property,  honcftly  acquired  by  Canadians,  to  be  held  asfacred 
as  that  of  Englilhmcn  ?  Have  not  Canadians  fenfe  enough  to  at- 
tend to  any  other  public  affairs,  than  gathering  ftones  from  one 
place,  and  piling  them  up  in  another  ?  Unhappy  people  !  who  are 
not  only  injured,  but  infulted.  Nay  more  ! — With  fuch  a  fuper- 
lative  contempt  of  your  underftanding  and  fpirit,  has  an  infolent 
minii'try  prefumed  to  think  of  vou,  our  refpecSlable  fellow-fubjeds, 
according  to  the  information  we  have  received,  as  firmly  to  per-, 
fuade  themfelves  that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries  and  infults . 
they  have  recently  offered  to  you,  will  engage  you  to  take  up  arms, 
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and  render  yourfelves  the  ridicule  and  deteftation  of  the  world,  by 
becoming  tools,  in  their  hands,  to  aflift  them  in  taking  that  free- 
dom from  lis,  which  they  have  treacheroufly  denied  to  you  ;  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  which  attempt,  if  fuccefsful,  would  be 
the  extinction  of  all  hopes  of  you  or  your  poflerity  being  ever  ref- 
tored  to  freedom  :  For  idiocy  itfelf  cannot  believe,  that,  when  their 
drudgery  is  performed,  they  will  treat  you  with  lefs  cruelty  than 
they  have  us,  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves. 

What  would  your  countryman,  the  immortal  Montefquieu,  have 
faid  to  fuch  a  plan  of  domination,  as  has  been  framed  for  you  ? 
Hear  his  words,  with  an  intenfenefs  of  thought  fuited  to  the  iin- 
portance  of  the  fabjeft. — "  In  a  free  ftate,  every  man,  who  is  fup- 
pofed  a  free  agent,  ought  to  be  concerned  in  his  own  government  : 
Therefore  the  legiflative  (liould  refide  in  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  or  their  reprefentatives." — "  The  political  liberty  of  the 
fubjecl  is  a  tranquillity  of  mind,  arifing  from  the  opinion  each  per- 
fon  has  of  his  fafety.  In  order  to  have  this  liberty,  it  is*  requifite 
the  government  be  fo  conftituted,  as  that  one  man  need  not  be 
afraid  of  another.  When  the  power  of  making  laws  and  the  pow- 
er of  executing  them,  are  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  or  in  the  fame 
body  of  magiftrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty  ;  becaufe  apprehen-i 
fions  may  arife,  left  the  fame  monarch  or  fenate,  fliould  enaft  ty- 
rannical laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner." 

"  The  power  of  judging  {houlJ  be  exercifed  by  perfons  taken 
from  the  body  of  the  people,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and 
purfuant  to  a  form  and  manner  prefcribed  by  law«  There  is  no 
liberty,  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not  feparated  from  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  powers." 

"  Military  men  belong  to  a  profeluon,  which  may  be  ufeful, 
but  is  often  dangerous."-—"  The  enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  even 
its  fupport  and  prefervation,  confiib  in  every  man's  being  allowed 
to  fpeak  his  thoughts,  and  lay  open  his  fentiments." 

Apply  thefe  dcrifive  maxims,  fan*rtified  by  tiie  authority  of  a 
name  which  all  Europe  reveres,  to  your  own  ftate.  You  have  a 
governor,  it  may  be  urged,  veiled  with  the  executive  powers,  or 
the  powers  of  adminiftration  :  In  him.,  and  in  your  council,  is 
lodged  the  power  of  making  laws.  You  have  judges,  who  are  to 
decide  every  caufe  afFefting  your  lives,  liberty  or  property.  Here 
is,  indeed,  an  appearance  of  the  feveral  powers  being  feparated 
and  diftributed  into  different  hands,  for  checks,  one  upon  another  ; 
the  only  effeclual  mode  ever  invented  by  the  wit  of  men,  to  pro- 
mote their  freedom  and  profperity.  But  fcorning  to  be  illudcd  by 
a  tinfelled  outfide,  and  everting  the  natural  fagacity  of  French- 
men, examine  the  fpecious  device,  and  you  will  find  it,  to  ufe  an 
expreffion  of  holy  writ,  "  a  whited  fepulchrc,"  for  burying  your 
lives,  liberty  and  property. 

Your  judges,  and  your  Icgiflativc  council,  as  it  is  called,  are 
dependant  on  your  governor,  and  he  is  dependant  on  the  fervant 
of  the  crown,  in  Great- JBritain.     The  legiflative,  executive  and 
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judging  powers  ar»  all  moved  by  the  nods  of  a  minlfter.  Privi- 
leges and  immunities  lafl  no  longer  than  his  fmiles.  When  he 
frowns,  their  feeble  forms  difToIve.  Such  a  treacherous  ingenuity- 
has  been  exerted  in  drawing  up  the  code  lately  offered  you,  that 
every  fentence,  beginning  with  a  benevolent  pretenfion,  concludes 
with  a  deftruftive  power  ;  and  the  fubftance  of  the  whole,  divefted 
of  its  fmooth  words,  is — that  the  crown  and  its  miniflers  fliall  be 
as  abfolute  throughout  your  extended  province,  as  the  defpots  of 
-  Afia  or  Africa.  What  can  protedl  your  property  from  taxing 
edicts,  and  the  rapacity  of  neceflitous  and  cruel  mafters  ?  your 
perfons  from  letters  de  catcbet,  gaols,  dungeons,  and  oppreffive  fer- 
vices  ?  your  lives  and  general  liberty  from  arbitrary  and  unfeeling 
rulers  ?  We  defy  you,  cafting  your  view  upon  every  fide,  to  difco- 
ver  a  fingle  circumftance,  promifing  from  any  quarter  the  fainteft 
hope  of  liberty  to  you,  or  your  pofterity,  but  from  an  entire  adop- 
tion into  the  union  of  thefe  colonies. 

What  advice  would  the  truly  great  man  before -mentioned,  that 
advocate  of  freedom  and  humanity,  give  you,  was  he  now  living, 
and  knew  that  we,  your  numerous  and  powerful  neighbours,  ani- 
mated by  a  jufl;  love  of  our  invaded  rights,  and  united  by  the  in- 
diffoluble  bands  of  aiFeftion  and  intereft,  called  upon  you,  by  every 
obligation  of  regard  for  yourfelves  and  your  children,  as  we  now 
do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  conteft,  to  make  common  caufe 
■with  us  therein,  and  take  a  noble  chance  for  emerging  from  a  hu- 
miliating fubjeftion  under  governors,  intendants  and  military  ty- 
rants, into  the  firm  rank  and  condition  of  Englifh  freemen,  whofe 
cuflom  it  is,  derived  from  their  anceftors,  to  make  thofe  tremble, 
who  dare  to  think  of  making  them  miferable  ? 

Would  not  this  be  the  purport  of  his  addrefs  ?  "  Seize  the  op- 
portunity prefented  to  you  by  Providence  itfelf.  You  have  been 
conquered  into  liberty,  if  you  aft  as  you  ought.  This  work  is  not 
of  man.  You  are  a  fmall  people,  compared  to  thofe  who,  with  open 
arms,  invite  you  into  a  fellowfliip.  A  moment's  refleftion  fhould 
convince  you  which  will  be  mofl  for  your  intereft  and  happinefs, 
to  have  all  the  reft  of  North-America  your  unalterable  friends,  or 
your  inveterate  enemies.  The  injuries  of  Bofton  have  roufed  and 
alTociated,  every  colony,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia.  Your  pro- 
vince is  the  only  link  wanting,  to  compleat  the  bright  and  ftrong 
chain  of  union.  Nature  has  joined  your  country  to  theirs.  Do 
you  join  your  political  interefts.  For  their  own  fakes  they  never 
will  defert  or  betray  you.  Be  affured,  that  the  happinefs -of  a  peo- 
-pie  inevitably  depends  on  their  liberty,  and  their  fpirit  to  aflert  it. 
The  value  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered  to  you  are  im- 
menfe.  Heaven  grant  you  may  not  difcovcr  them  to  be  blcllings 
.after  they  have  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu." 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality  of  fentiment  dif- 
tinguifliing  your  nation,  to  imagine,  that  difference  of  religion  will 
prejudice  you  againft  a  hearty  amity  with  us.  Ynu  know,  that 
the  tranfcendant  nature  of  freedom  elevates  thofe  who  unite  in  her 
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caufe,  above  all  fuch  low-minded  infirmities.  The  Swifs  cantons 
furnilh  a  memorable  proof  of  this  truth.  Their  union  is  compofed 
of  Roman  Catholic  and  Proteftant  ftates,  living  in  the  utmofl;  con- 
cord and  peace  with  one  another,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  fince 
they  bravely  vindicated  their  freedom,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  ty- 
rant that  has  invaded  them. 

Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  generally  are  in  all  fo- 
cieties,  who  piefer  the  favours  of  minifters,  and  their  own  private 
interefts,  to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  the  temper  of  fuch  felfifh 
perfons  will  render  them  incredibly  a£tive  in  oppofing  all  public- 
fpirited  meafures,  from  an  expeftation  of  being  well  rewarded  for 
their  fordid  induftry,  by  their  fuperiors  ;  but  we  doubt  not  you  will 
be  upon  your  guard  againft  fuch  men,  and  not  facrifice  the  liberty 
and  happinefs  of  the  whole  Canadian  people  and  their  pofterity,  to 
gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals. 

We  do  not  afk  you,  by  this  addrefs,  to  commence  afts  of  hof- 
tility  againit  the  government  of  our  common  fovereign.  We  on- 
1)'  invite  you  to  confult  your  own  glory  and  welfare,  and  not  to 
fuffer  yourfelves  tobe  inveigled  or  intimidated  by  infamous  minif- 
ters, fo  far  as  to  become  the  inftruments  of  their  cruelty  and  def- 
potifm ;  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  fecial  com_padt,  formed  on 
the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and  cemented  by  fuch 
an  exchange  of  beneficial  and  endearing  offices  as  to  render  it 
perpetual.  In  order  to  complete  this  highly  defirable  union,  we 
fubmit  it  to  your  confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedi- 
ent for  you  to  meet  together,  in  your  feveral  towns  and  diftridls, 
and  cledl  deputies,  who  afterwards  meeting  in  a  provincial  Gon- 
grefs,  may  chufe  delegates,  to  reprefent  your  province  in  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May,  1775. 

In  this  prefent  Congrefs,  beginning  on  the  fifth  of  the  laft  month, 
and  continued  to  this  day,  it  has  been  with  univerfal  pleafure,  and 
an  unanimous  vote,  refolved,  that  we  fliould  confider  the  violation 
of  your  rights,  by  the  aft  for  altering  the  government  of  your 
province,  as  a  violation  of  our  own,  and  that  you  fliould  be  invited 
to  accede  to  our  confederation,  which  has  no  other  objects  than 
the  perfect  fecurity  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  all  the  con- 
ftituent  members,  according  to  their  refpeftive  circumftances,  and 
the  prefcrvation  of  a  happy  and  lafting  connexion  with  Great- 
Britain,  on  the  falutary  and  conftitutional  principles  herein  before 
mentioned.  For  effefting  tliefe  purpofes,  we  have  addrelTed  an 
humble  and  loyal  petition  to  his  majefty,  praying  relief  of  our  and 
your  grievances  ;  and  have  aiTociated  to  ftop  all  importations  from 
Great-Btitain  and  Ireland,  after  the  firfl  day  of  December,  and  all 
exportations  to  thofe  kingdoms  and  the  Weft-Indies,  after  the  tenth 
day  of  next  September  ;  unlets  the  faid  grievances  are  rcdrelTed. 

That  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  minds  to  approve  our 
equitable  and  neceffary  meafures,  to  add  yourfelves  to  us,  to  put 
your  fate,  whenever  you  fuffer  injuries  which  you  are  determined 
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to  oppofe,  not  on  the  fmall  Influence  of  your  fingle  province,  but 
on  the  confolidated  powers  of  North-America ;  and  may  grant 
to  our  joint  exertions,  an  event  as  happy  as  our  caufe  is  juft,  is 
the  fervent  prayer  of  us,  your  fincere  and  affeclionate  friends  and 
fellow-fubjects. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry   Middleton,  Prefident. 

Resolved,  That  the  addrefs  of  the  Congrefs  to  the  people  of 
Quebec,  be  fignedby  the  Prefident,  and  that  the  Delegates  of  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania  fuperintend  the  tranflating,  printing, 
publiihing,  and  difperfing  it  :  And  it  is  recommended  by  the  Con- 
grefs to  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
and  New- York,  to  affifl  in  and  forward  the  difperfion  of  the  faid 
addrefs. 

Two  copies  of  the  addrefs  to  the  king  being  engrofTed  and  com- 
pared, were  figned  at  the  table  by  all  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
honourable  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia, for  their  politenefs  to  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  delegates 
for  this  colony  be  a  committee  to  communicate  this  refolutlon  to 
the  faid  honourable  Houfe. 

A  true  copy,  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

The  Congrefs  then  diffolved  itfelf. 


A  LETTER   FROM   GEN.   GAGE,   TO   PEYTON   RANDOLPH,  ESQ; 

SIR,  Boston,  October  20,  1774. 

REPRESENTATIONS  fhould  be  made  with  candour,  and 
inatters  ftated  exaftly  as  they  ftand.  People  would  be  led  to  be- 
lieve, from  your  letter  to  me  of  the  10th  inftant,  that  works 
were  raifed  againft  the  town  of  Bofton,  private  property  invaded, 
the  foldiers  fufFered  to  infult  the  inhabitants,  and  the  communica. 
tion  between  the  town  and  country,  flint  up  and  molefted. 

Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  true  fituation  of  this  place 
than  the  above  ftate.  There  is  not  a  fingle  gun  pointed  againfi: 
the  town,  no  man's  property  has  been  feized  or  hurt,  except  the 
king's,  by  the  people's  deftroying  ftraw,  bricks,  Stc.  bought  for 
his  fervice.  No  troops  have  given  lefs  caufe  for  complaint,  and 
greater  care  was  never  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and  fuch  care  and  at- 
tention was  never  more  neceff^ry  from  the  infults  and  provocations 
daily  given  to  both  officers  and  foldiers.  The  communication 
between  the  town  and  country  has  been  always  free  and  unmolefted, 
and  is  fo  ftill. 

Tv;-o  works  of  earth  have  been  raifed  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town,  wide  off  the  road,  and  guns  put  in  them.  The  remainder 
of  old  works,  going  out  of  the  town,  have  been  flrengthened,  and 
guns  placed  there  likewife.  People  will  think  differently,  whether 
the  hoftile  preparation  throughout  the  country,  and  the  menaces  of 
blood  and  {laughter,  made  this  necelTary  ;  but  I  am  to  do  my  duty. 
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It  gives  me  pleafure  that  you  are  endeavouring  at  a  cordial  re- 
conciliation witii  the  mother  country,  which,  from  what  has  tranf- 
pired,  I  have  defpalred  of.  Nobody  wlflies  better  fuccefs  to  fuch 
meafui-es  than  myfelf.  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  a  mediator,  if  I 
could  ellablirti  a  foundation  to  work  upon,  and  have  flrongly  urged 
it  to  people  here  to  pay  for  the  tea,  and  fend  a  proper  memorial  to 
the  king,  which  v^ould  be  a  good  beginning  on  their  fide,  and  give 
their  friends  the  opportunity  they  feek,  to  move  in  their  fupport. 

I  do  not  believe  that  menaces,  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  will 
have  the  efFeft  which  too  many  conceive.  The  fpirit  of  the  Britifli 
nation  was  high  when  I  left  England,  and  fuch  meafures  will  not 
abate  it.  But  I  fliould  hope  that  decency  and  moderation  here 
would  create  the  fame  difpontion  at  home;  and  I  ardently  wifli  that 
the  common  enemies  to  both  countries  may  fee,  to  their  difappoint- 
ment,  that  thefe  difputes,  between  the  mothercountry  and  the  colo- 
nies, have  terminated  like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  and  increafed  the 
affedtion  which  they  ought  to  bear  to  each  other. 

I  am,  fir,  your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Gage. 


THE    PETITION    OF    CONGRESS. 
TO    THE    king's    MOST    EXCELLENT    MAJESTY. 

3Iost  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE,  your  m.ajefiy's  faithful  rubjeO:s,  of  the  colonies  of  New- 
Haraplhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Illand  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Connedlicut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent  and  SufTex  on  Delav/are,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
to  reprefent  them  in  general  Gongrefs,  by  this  our  humble  peti- 
tion, beg  leave  to  lay  our  grievances  before  the  throne. 

A  (landing  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies,  ever  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  late  war,  without  the  confcnt  of  our  alTemblies; 
and  this  army,  with  a  confiderable  naval  armament,  has  been  em- 
ployed to  enforce  the  colledllon  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  under  him  the  bri- 
gadier-general, has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  rendered  fupreme  in  all 
the  civil  governments  in  America. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  all  your  majefiy's  forces  in  North- 
Am-irica,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  appointed  governor  of  a 
colony. 

The  charges  of  ufual  offices  have  been  greatly  increafed;  and, 
new,  exp'iiifive,  andopprelfive  offices  have  been  multiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts,  are  empow- 
ered to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  ctFed\s  condemned 
by  themfelves. 

The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered  to  break  open  and  en- 
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ter  houfes,  ■without  the  authority  of  any  civil  magiftrate,  founded 
on  legal  information. 

The  judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have  been  made  entirely 
dependant  on  one  part  of  the  legiflature  for  their  falaries,  as  well 
as  for  the  duration  of  their  commiffions. 

Councellors,  holding  their  commiilions  during  pleafure,  exercife 
legiflative  authority. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions,  from  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  have  been  fruitlefs. 

The  agents  of  the  people  have  been  dlfcountenanced,  and  go- 
vernors have  been  inftrudled  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  falaries. 

Affemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  injurioufly  diffolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burthened  with  many  ufelefs  and  oppreflive 
reftridlions. 

By  feveral  adls  of  parliament  made  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  fe- 
venth,  and  eighth  years  of  your  majefty's  reign,  duties  are  impo- 
fed  on  us,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue;  and  the  powers  of 
admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts  are  extended  beyond  their  an- 
cient limits,  whereby  our  property  is  taken  from  us  without  our 
confent,  the  trial  by  jury,  in  many  civil  cafes,  is  aboliflied,  enor- 
mous forfeitures  are  incurred  for  flight  offences,  vexatious  infor- 
formers  are  exempted  from  paying  damages,  to  which  they  are 
juftly  liable,  and  oppreflive  fecurity  is  required  from  owners  before 
they  are  allowed  to  defend  their  right. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  have  refolved,  that  colonifls  may  be 
tried  in  England  for  offences  allcdged  to  have  been  committed  in 
America,  by  virtue  of  a  ftatute  pafied  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
Henrj-  the  eighth  ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  enforce  that  ftatute. 

A  ftatute  was  pafTed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  your  majefty's  reign, 
dlred\:ing,  that  perfons  charged  with  committing  any  offence  therein 
defcribed,  in  any  place  out  of  the  realm,  may  be  indidled  and  tried 
for  the  fame,  in  any  fliire  or  county  within  the  realm,  whereby  in- 
habitants of  thefe  colonies  may,  in  fundry  cafes,  by  that  ftatute 
made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage. 

In  the  laft  felTion  of  parliament,  an  adt  was  pafl'cd  for  blocking 
■np  the  harbour  of  Bofton  ;  another  empowering  the  governor  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  fend  perfons  indicled  for  murder  in  that  pro- 
vince, to  another  colony,  or,  even  to  Great-Britain  for  trial,  whereby 
fuch  offenders  may  efcape  legal  puuifliment;  a  third  for  altering  the 
chartered  conftitution  of  government  in  that  province;  and  a  fourth 
for  extending  the  limits  of  Qiiebec,  aboli filing  the  Englilh  and  re- 
floring  the  French  laws,  whereby  gr^-at  nupibers  of  Britifli  French- 
men are  fubjefted  to  the  latter,  and  eftablifliing  an  abfolute  govern- 
ment and  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  throughout  thofe  vail  rcgi-  • 
on.T,  that  border  on  the  wefterly  and  northerly  boundaries  of  the  free, 
Proteftant,  Englifh  fettlements  ;  and  a  fifth,  for  the  better  providing 
fuitnblc  quarters  for  oiHcers  and  foldiers,  in  his  majefty's  fervice, 
in  Noith-America, 
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To  a  foverelgn,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  Britain,  the  bare  re- 
cital ofthefe  acls  muft,  we  prefume,  juftify  the  loyal  fubjeiSls,  who 
fly  to  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and  implore  his  clemency  for  protec- 
tion againfl:  them. 

From  tliis  dtilruftive  fyflem  of  colony  adminlftration,  adopted 
fince  the  concliifion  of  the  lafl  war,  have  flowed  tliofe  diftrefles,  dan- 
gers, fears  and  jcaloufies,  that  overwhelm  your  m.ajefty's  dutiful 
colonics  with  afflidlion  :  and  we  defy  our  m'.[l  fubtile  and  invete- 
rate enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  differences  betvv'een  Great-Bri- 
tain and  thefe  colonies,  from  an  earlier  period,  cj-  from  other  cau- 
fes,  than  we  have  afligned.  Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from 
a  reftlefs  levity  of  temper,  unjufl  impulfes  of  ambition,  or  artful 
fuggeltions  of  feditious  perfons,  we  Ihould  merit  the  opprobrious 
terms  frequently  bellowed  upon  us  by  thofe  we  revere.  But  fo  far 
from  promoting  innovations,  we  have  only  oppofed  them  ;  and  can 
be  charged  with  no  offence,  unlefs  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries, 
and  be  fenfible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleafed  to  give  us  exiftence  in  a  land  of 
flavery,  the  fenfe  of  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by 
ignorance  and  habit.  But,  thanks  be  to  his  adorable  gcGclnefs,  we 
were  born  the  heirs  of  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under 
the  aufpices  of  your  royal  anceftors,  whofe  family  was  feated  on  the 
Britiih  throne,  to  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation  from 
the  popery  and  defpotifm  of  a  fuperftitious  and  inexorable  tyrant. 
Your  majefty,  we  are  confident,  judly  rejoices,  that  your  title  to 
the  crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  libertv ; 
and,  therefore,  we  doubt  not  but  your  royal  wifdom  muft  approve  the 
fenfibility,  that  teaches  your  fubjetls  anxioully  to  guard  the  blef- 
fing,  they  received  from  divine  Providence,  and  ther-.-by  to  prove  the 
performance  of  that  com}>acl,  which  elevated  the  illuftrious  houfe 
of  Brunfwick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it  now  poiTefTes. 

The  apprehenfion  of  being  degraded  into  a  ftate  of  fervitude, 
from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  Englilh  freemen,  while  our  minds  re- 
tain the  Rrongefl  love  of  liberty,  and  clearly  fore-fee  the  mil'eries 
preparing  for  us  and  our  pofterity,  excites  emotions  in  our  brc^us, 
which  though  we  cannot  defcribe,  we  fliould  not  wilh  to  conceal. 
Feeling  as  men,  and  thinking  as  fubjcifls  in  the  manner  we  do,  fi- 
lence  would  be  dilloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  information,  we 
do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  great  objefts  of  your  royal  cares, 
the  tranquillity  of  your  govenment,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majefty,  and  regard  for  the  prefervation  of  ourfelves 
and  our  pofterity,  the  primary  obligations  of  nature  and  fbciety, 
command  us  to  entreat  your  royal  attention  ;  and  as  your  majelly 
enjoys  the  fignal  diftinftion  of  reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend 
the  language  of  freemen  cannot  be  dilpleafing.  Your  royal  indigna- 
tion, we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  thofe  defigningand  dangerous  men, 
who  daringly  intcrpofmg  themfelves  between  your  royal  pcrfon  and 
your  faithful  fubjeds,  and  for  feveral  years  part  inceltantly  employ- 
ed to  dilTolve  the  bonds  of  fociety,  by  abufing  your  majefty's  au- 
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thority,  mifreprefenting  your  American  fubjefts,  and  profecuting 
the  mofl  defperate  and  irritating  projefls  of  oppreflion,  have  zx 
length  compelled  us,  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  fe- 
vere  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  difturb  your  majefty's  repofe  by 
our  complaints. 

Thefe  ientiments  are  extorted  from  hearts,  that  much  more  wil- 
lin^^ly  would  bleed  in  your  majefty's  fervice.  Yet  fo  greatly  have 
we  been,  mifreprefented,  that  a  neceffity  has  been  alledged  of  ta- 
king our  property  from  us,  without  our  confent,  "  to  defray  the 
charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  fupportof  civil  govern- 
ment, and  the  defence,  protedlion,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies." 
But  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  majefty,  that  fuch  provifion  has 
been,  and  will  be  made  for  defraying  the  two  firft  articles,  as  has 
been  and  fhall  be  judged,  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  colonies, 
juft  and  fultable  to  their  refpeftive  circumftances  :  and,  for  the  de- 
fence, protedion,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies,  their  militias,  if  pro- 
perly regulated,  as  they  earneftly  defire  may  immediately  be  done, 
v/ould  be  fully  fufEcient,  at  leaft  in  times  of  peace  ;  and,  in  cafe  of 
war,  your  faithful  colonifts  willjbe  ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  when  ccnftitution^ly  required,  to  demonftrate  their  loy- 
alty to  your  majefty,  by  e^^erting  their  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  in  gran- 
ting fupplies  and  raifing  forces.  Yielding  to  no  Britifli  fubjedls  in 
afFedlionate  attachment  to  your  majefty's  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment ;  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  exprefting  that  at- 
tachment by  thofe  proofs,  that  are  honourable  to  the  prince  who 
receives  tliem,  and  to  the  people  who  give  them,  ever  to  refign  it 
to  sjiy  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet,  the  inheritance  left 
lis  by  our  fore-fathers,  we  ftiould,  atthis  time,  have  been  peaceably, 
cheerfully,  and  ufefuUy  employed  in  recommending  ourfelves,  by 
every  teftimony  of  devotion,  to  your  majefty,  and  of  veneration  to 
the  ftate,  from  which  we  derive  our  origin.  But  though  now  expo- 
fed  to  unexpedled  and  unnatural  fcenes  of  diftrefs  by  a  contention 
with  that  nation,  in  whofe  parental  guidance  on  all  important  af- 
fairs, we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  reverence,  conftantly  trufted,  and 
the"efore  can  derive  no  inPcrucSlion  in  ourprefent  unhappy  and  per- 
plexing circumftances  from  any  former  experience  ;  yet,  we  doubt 
not,  the  purity  of  pur  intention,  and  the  integrity  of  our  conduft, 
will  juftlfy  us  at  that  grand  tribunal,  before  which  all  mankind 
muftfubmitto  judgment. 

We  afk  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety.  We  wifti  not  a  di- 
minution of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  folicit  the  grant  of  any  new 
right  in  our  favour.  Your  royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  con- 
nexion with  Great-Britain,  we  Ihall  always  carefully  and  zealoufly 
endeavour  to  fupport  and  maintain. 

Filled  with  fentiments  of  duty  to  your  majefty,  and  of  afioilion  to 
our  parent  ftate,  deeply  imprelTed  by  our  education,  and  ftrongly 
confirmed  by  our  realbn,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  ftncerity  of 
thefe  difpofitlons,  we  pref&nt  this  petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of 
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grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the 
fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted  fince  the  clofe  of  the  late 
war,  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America — extending  the  powers  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty — trying  perfons  in  Great- 
Britain  for  offences  alleged  to  be  committed  iji  America-— affeft- 
ing  the  province  of  Mafi"achufetts-Bay — and  altering  the  govern- 
ment and  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec :  by  the  abolition  of  which 
fyftem,  the  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo 
neceffary  to  the  happinefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  the 
latter,  and  the  ufual  intercourfes  will  be  immediately  reftored.  In 
the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of  your  majefty  and  parliament,  we 
confide  for  a  redrefs  of  our  other  grievances,  trufting,  that,  when 
the  caufes  of  our  apprehenfions  are  removed,  our  future  conduft 
will  prove  us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  we  have  been  accuftomed, 
in  our  happier  days,  to  enjoy.  For,  appealing  to  that  being  who 
fearches,  thoroughly,  the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  folemnly  pro- 
fefs,  that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  motive, 
than  a  dread  of  impending  deftruction. 

Permit  us,  then,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  in  the  name  of  iA  your 
faithful  people  in  America,  with  the  utmoft  humility,  to  implore 
you,  for  the  honour  of  almighty  God,  whofe  pure  religion  our  ene- 
mies are  undermining  ;  for  your  glory,  which  can  be  advanced  only 
by  rendering  your  fubjedls  happy,  and  keeping  them  united;  for 
the  interefts  of  your  family  depending  on  an  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your  king- 
doms and  dominions,  threatened  with  almoft  imavoldable  dangers 
and  diftreffes,  that  your  majefty,  as  the  loving  father  of  your  whole 
people,  connedled  by  the  fame  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith  and 
blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries,  will  not  fuffer  the 
tranfcendant  relation  formed  by  thefe  ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in 
uncertain  expeftation  of  effecls,  that,  if  attained,  never  can  com- 
penfate  for  the  calamities,  through  which  they  muft  be  gained. 

We,  therefore,  moft  earneftly  befeech  your  majefty,  that  your 
royal  authority  and  interpofitlon  may  be  ufed  for  our  relief,  and 
that  a  gracious  anfwer  may  be  given  to  this  petition. 

That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  a  long  and 
glorious  reign,  over  loyal  and  happy  fubjefts,  and  that  your  defcen- 
dants  may  inherit  your  profperity  and  dominions  till  time  ftiall  be 
no  more,  is,  and  always  will  be,  our  ftncere  and  fervent  prayer. 
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IVEDNESDAr,  May   10,   1775. 

A  Number  of  delegates  from  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connefticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Penafylvania,  Delaware  Counties,  Mar}4and,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  agreeable  to  their  appointment  and 
orders,  received  from  their  refpeftive  colonies,  met  at  Philadelphia, 
and  being  convened  in  the  flate-houfe,  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
a  prclident ;  when, 

Upon  motion^  The  hon.  Peyton  Randolph  was  unanipipufly 
chofen  prefident. 

After  the  prefident  was  feated, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  fecretary. 

Andrew  M'Neare  was  alfo  chofen  door-keeper,  and  William 
Shed,  meffenger. 

Agreed^  That  the  rev,  Mr,  Duche  be  requefted  to  open  the 
Congrefs  with  prayers  to-morrow  morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  Willing, 
Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Bland,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr- 
Duche,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  requeft  of  the  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  1 1  o'clock. 

—  iTT  ^ 
Thursday^  May  11,   1775,  A»  M. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yefterday,  the  Congrefs  was  opened 
with  prayers,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche.  After  prayers,  the  Congrefs, 
according  to  adjournment,  proceeded  to  bulinefs. 

The  delegates  from  the  feveral  colonies,  produced  their  refpec- 
tive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

New-Hampshire,  At  the  convention  of  deputies,  appointed  by 
the  feveral  towns  in  the  province  aforefaid,  held  at  Exeter,  on  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1775, 

The  hon.  John  Wentworth,  Elq;  in  the  chair, 

Voted^  That  John  Sullivan  and  John  Lungdon,  Efqrs;  be  dele- 
gated to  repreftnt  this  province,  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  pro- 
pofed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  tlit  tenth  day  of  May  next, 
and  that  they  and  each  of  them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have 
full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  province,  to  confent  and 
atrree  to  all  meafures,  which  faid  Congrefs  Ihall  deem  neceffary,  to 
obtain  redrefs  of  American  grievances. 
True  copy  attefted, 

Masheck  JVcare,  Clerk  to  the  Coayention* 
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Province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  provincial  Congrefs, 
Cambridge,  Dec.  5,  1'774. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  continental 
Congrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  September  laft, 
and  reported  by  the  honourable  delegates  from  this  colony,  have, 
with  the  deliberation  due  to  their  high  importance,  been  confidered 
by  us  ;  and  the  American  bill  of  rights,  therein  contained,  appears 
to  be  formed  with  the  greatell  ability  and  judgment,  to  be  founded 
on  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  and  reaibn,  the  principles  of  the 
Englifii  conftitution,  and  refpedlive  charters  and  conftitutions  of 
the  colonies,  and  to  be  worthy  of  their  mofl  vigorous  fupport,  as 
cffentially  neceffary  to  liberty  ;  likewife  the  ruinous  and  iniquitous 
ineafures,  which,  in  violation  of  thcfe  rights,  at  prefent  convulfe 
and  threaten  deftrudlion  to  America,  appear  to  be  clearly  pointed 
out,  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for  defeating  them. 

Besolved,  That  the  moft  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due  to 
the  truly  honourable  and  patriotic  members  of  the  continental 
Congrefs,  for  their  wife  and  able  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Ame- 
rican liberty  ;  and  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  be- 
half of  this  colony,  do  hereby,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  exprefs 
the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cufli, 
ing,  Efqrs;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  th;m,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  reprefcnt  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  of 
May  next,  or  fooner  if  neccffary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia,  with  full  power,  with  the  delegates  froni 
the  other  American  colonies,  to  concert,  agree  upon,  direft  and 
order  fuch  further  meafures,  as  fliall  to  them  appear  to  be  beft  cal- 
culated for  the  recovery  and  eftablifhment  of  Am.erican  rights  and 
liberties,  and  for  refloring  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  colonies. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretary. 

In-  provincial  Congrefs,  Cambridge,  February  6,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  the  hon.  Thomas  Cufh- 
iiig,  Efqrs;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Efqrs;  appointed  by  the  htft  provincial  Congrefs  to  repre- 
fent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  or  fooner  if  necelTary, 
at  the  American  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Pliiladelphia,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  tlie  delegates  from  the 
other  American  colonies:,  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  place 
to  place,  as  Ihall  be  judged  necclTary,  and  to  continue  in  being,  as 
delegates,  for  this  colony,  until  the  thirty-firfl  day  of  December 
next  enfuing,  and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretary. 
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In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  Connnefticut, 
November  3,  A.   D.    1774. 

This  houfe  proceeded  to  nominate,  chufe,  and  appoint  delegates, 
to  attend  the  general  Congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Philadelphii,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  May  next  ;  and  made  choice  of  the  hon.  ElIpLa- 
let  Dyer,  hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Deane,  *  Titus  Hoimer, 
and  *  Jonathan  Sturgefs,  Efqrs;  to  be  th;ir  delegates,  any  three 
of  whom  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  attend  faid  Congrefs, 
in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  join,  confult  and  advife  v/ith  the  d^h- 
gatesofthe  other  colonies  in  Britifli  America,  on  proper  meafures 
for  advancing  the  beft  good  of  the  colonies. 

William   TVilliams.,  Speaker. 
A  true  copy,  extradled  from  the  journals  of  the  houfe, 

Attefted,   Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

At  a  provincial  convention  formed  of  deputies  from  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  the 
counties  of  Dutchefs,  Ulfter,  Orange,  Weft-Chefler,  Kinr^'s,  and 
Suffolk,  held  at  the  city  of  New-York,  the  22d  day  of  April,  1775, 
for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  delegates  to  reprefent  the  coio  ly  of 
New-York,  in  the  next  continental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Pnila- 
delphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  Philip  Livingfton,  James  Du- 
ane,  John  Alfop,  *  John  Jay,  Simon  Bocram,  William  j?",:.yd, 
*  Henry  Wifner,  *  Philip  Schuyler,  *  George  Clinton,  Lewis  J'*"or- 
ris,  *  Francis'  Lewis,  and  *  Robert  R.  Livingilon,  jiin.  Eiqrsj 
were  unanimoufly  elecled  delegates, to  reprefent  this  colony  at  fuch 
Congrefs,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  meet 
the  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  concert  and  dcter- 
min-:  upon  fuch  meafures  as  Ihall  be  judi^ed  moft  effeclual  for  the 
prcfervation  and  re-eftablifliment  of  American  rights  and  privileges, 
and  for  the  refloration  of  harmony  between  Gres.t-Britain  and  the 
colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  Ifaac  RoofeVelt,  Abraham  Walton, 
Alexander  M'Dougall,  and  twenty-four  others. 

We,  the  fubfcribers,  do,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves,  and  thofe  freehol- 
ders of  Queen's  countv,  at  whofe  requeft  we  attended  the  conven- 
tion, fignify  our  affent  to,  and  approbation  of  the  above  delegation. 

Signed,  John  Fulman,  Zebulon  Williams,  Jacob  Blackwell,  Jo- 
feph  Robinfon. 

New-Jersey.     In  affembly,  Perth-Amboy,  Tuefday,  January  24, 

1775. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  James  KInfev,  Stephen  Crane,  AVil- 
liam  Livingfton,  John  de  Hart,  and  Ricliard  Smith,  Efqrs;  or  any 
three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  to  attend  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs  of  the  colonies,  intended  to  be  held  at  the  city  cf 
Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  ;  and  thr.t 
they  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  feftion  of  general  affembly. 
A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

Ricbard  Smith,  Clerk  of  the  Adembly. 
Nots — All  the  members  attended,  except  thofe  murked  thus.* 
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Pennsyhania.     In  Afiembly,  December   15,  1774,  A.  M. 
Upon  motion, 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D,  That  the  honourable  Edward  Biddle,  John 
Dickinfon,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton, 
and  George  Rofs,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  depu* 
ties  on  the  part  of  this  province,  to  attend  the  general  Congrefs, 
propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May  next  ;  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them  do  meet  the  faid 
Congrefs  accordingly,  unlefs  the  prefent  grievances  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  iliall  before  that  time  be  redrelTed, 
Extradl  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Aflembly. 
In  Affembly,  May  6,    1775,  A.  M. 
Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  Benjamin    Franklin,   the  hon.  Tho- 
mas Willing,  and  *  James  Wilfon,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by added  to  the   deputies  appointed  by  this   houfe,  to  attend  the 
continental  Congrefs,  expected  to  meet  the  tenth  inftant,  in  this  city. 
Extraft  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Aflembly. 

Lower   Counties   on    Delaware.     In  Affembly,  Thurfday,  Marth 
16,   1775,  A.  M. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  honourable  Ciefar  JRodney,  Tho- 
mas M'Kean,  and  George  Read,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  reprefent  this  government  at  the  Ame- 
rican Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or  place,  with  full 
power  to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  together  with  the  delegates 
from  the  other  American  colonies,  to  concert  and  agree  upon  fuch 
farther  meafures,  as  fhall  appear  to  them  befl;  calculated  for  the  ac-* 
commodation  of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  colonies,  on  a  conftitutional  foundation,  v/hich  the  houfe  mod 
ardently  wifli  for,  and  that  they  report  their  proceedings  to  the 
next  fefiions  of  general  aflembly. 

True  copy  of  minutes  of  alTembly, 

David  Thomson,  Clerk  to  the  AfTembly. 

Maryland.  At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies,  appointed  by  the  fe- 
Teral  counties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Anna- 
polis, by  adjojrnment,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1774,  and  conti- 
nued till  t\vi  12th  day  of  tlie  fame  month. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghman, 
Thomas  Johnlcn,  junior,  *  Robert  Goldlborough,  William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chafe,  John  Hall,  and  *  Thomas  Stone,  Efqrs;  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  reprefent  tliis  province,  in  the 
next  continental  Congrefs;  and  that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confcnt  and  agree  to  all  mea- 
fures, which  fuch  Congrefs  Ihall  deem  necefl'ary  and  efteftual  to 
obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances ;  and  this  province  bind 
theinftlves  to  execute,  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power,  all  refolution? 
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vvhich  the  faid  Congrefs  may  adopt.  And  further,  if  the  faid  Con- 
grefs  fliall  think  neceffary  to  adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  fnid  de- 
legates, to  reprefent  and  adl  for  this  province,  in  any  one  Congrefs, 
to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  adjournment. 

Signed  by  order, 

Jobn  Ducket,  Clerk. 

Virginia,  At  a  convention  of  delegates  for  the  counties  and 
corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  town  of  Richmond, 
in  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the  20th  of  March,  1775; 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  delegates,  by  ballot, 
to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  en  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  when  the  honour- 
able Peyton  Randolph,  George  Wufliington,  *  Patrick  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  and 
Richard  Bland,  Efqrs;  were  chofen  for  that  purpofe. 
Peyton  Randolph.,  Prefident, 
John  Tazeiodl,  Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

North-Carolina.  At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province,  in  convention,  at  Newbern,  the  5th 
day  of  April,   1775; 

Prefent:  The  honourable  John  Harvey,  Efq;"  moderator,  and 
fixty-eight  members  : 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard 
Cafwell,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  delegates  to  at- 
tend the  general  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that  (hall  be  appoin- 
ted for  that  purpofe,  and  they  are  hereby  inverted  with  fuch  powers 
as  may  make  any  acls  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  confent 
given  in  behalf  of  this  province,  obligatory,  in  honour,  upon  every 
inhabitant  thereof. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

John  Harvey,   Moderator. 

Attefted  by  Andrenv  Knox,  Clerk. 

In  the  Affembly,  7th  of  April,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  houfe  do  highly  approve  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  continental  Congrefs,  lately  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  that 
they  are  determined,  as  members  of  the  community  \\\  general,  that 
they  will  ftriftly  adhere  to  the  faid  refolutions,  and  will  ufe  what 
influence  they  have,  to  induce  the  fame  obfcrvance  in  every  indi- 
vidual of  this  province. 

This  houfe  having  received  information,  that  William  Hooper, 
Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Cafwell,  Enquires,  were  appointed  by 
the  convention,  held  at  Newbern,  as  delegates  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing of  the  continental  Congrefs,  foon  to  be  held  at    Philadelphia  : 

Resolved,  That  the  houfe  approve  of  the  choice  made  by  the  faid 
convention. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  aflembly, 

James  Green,  junior.  Clerk. 
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South-Carolina.     In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly,  Friday, 
February  3,  1775, 

Whereas  the  continental  Congrefs,  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  September  laft,  amongft  other  things,  recommended  to  the 
feveral  colonies  in  North-America,  to  chufe  deputies  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  to  hold  another  Congrefs  at  the  fame  place,  on  the  tenth  day 
of  May  next,  and  this  houfe  being  fully  fatisfied  with  the  conduct 
ano.  fidelity  of  their  late  deputies  at  the  Congrefs,  do  hereby  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  Efquire,  Tho- 
mas Lynch,  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Efqiiires,  deputies  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet 
the  deputies  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of 
the  other  colonies,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  place, 
that  Ihall  be  agreed  on  by  the  faid  deputies  in  general  Congrefs, 
wilh  full  power  and  authority  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effectually 
pofecute  fuch  meafures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  deputies,  and 
the  deputies  to  be  affembled,  flaall  be  moft  likely  to  obtain  a  redrefs 
of  American  grievances. 

Resolved,,  That  the  deputies  hereby  appointed  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  this  colony,  are  authorifed  and  empowered  to  agree,  that 
the  continental  Congrefs  may  meet  at  any  future  time,  and  at  fuch 
place,  as  fhall  be  agreed  on,  and  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time;  pro- 
vided it  do  not  exceed  nine  months  from  the  date  of  their  meeting 
in  May  next. 

Attefted,  Thomas  Fart-f  junior^  Clerk. 

Extract  from  the  journals  of  the  provincial  Congress  of  South-Ca- 

rolina^  published  by  order  of  the  Congress,  the  llth  of  January., 

1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  Efquire,  Tho- 
mas Lynch,  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Efqulres,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  authorifed  to  reprefent  this  colony,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
May  next,  or  fooner,  if  neceffary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  orelfewhere  ;  with  full  power  to  concert,  agree 
upon,  direct  and  order  fuch  further  meafures,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  faid  deputies,  and  the  delegates  of  the  other  American  colonies 
to  be  affembled,  fhall  appear  to  be  neceffary  for  the  recovery  and 
eftabllfhment  of  American  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  reftoring  har- 
mony between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  rev. 
Mr.  Duche,  for  performing  divine  fervlce,  agreeable  to  the  defire 
of  the  Congrefs,  and  for  his  excellent  prayer  fo  well  adapted  to  the 
prefent  occrtfion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a' 
committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Duche,  and  return  the  thanks  of  thfi 
Congrefs,  agreeable  to  the  above  rcfolution. 

Upon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  doors  be  kept  fhut,  during  the  time  of  bufi- 
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nc'fs,  and  that  the  members  confider  themfelves  under  the  ftrongeft 
oblig-ations  oi'honour  to  keep  the  proceedings  iecret,  until  the  ma- 
jority fliall  direct  them  to  be  made  public. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  agents,  William  Bollen,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Efquires,  direfted  to  the  fpeakers  of  fe- 
veral  affemblies,  and  fundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Congrefs  and  read  ;  the  letter  is  as  follows  : 

London^  February  5,  1775. 

"  Our  lad  letter  informed  you,  that  the  king  had  declared  his  in- 
tentions of  laying  the  petition  before  his  two  houfes  of  parliament. 
It  has  accordingly  been  laid  before  each  houfe,  but  undiilinguifhed 
among  a  variety  of  letters  and  other  papers  from  America. 

"  A  motion  made  by  lord  Chatham,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Bofton,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  a  conciliating  plan,  was  rejected  ; 
and  the  miniftiy  have  declared  in  both  houfes  the  determination  to 
inforce  obedience  to  all  the  late  laws.  For  this  purpofe,  we  under- 
ftand,  that  three  regiments  of  foot,  one  of  dragoons,  feven  hundred 
marines,  fix  floops  of  war,  and  two  frigates,  are  now  under  orders 
for  America. 

"  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  your  caufe  was  well  de- 
fended by  a  confiderable  number  of  good  and  wife  men  in  both  hou- 
fes of  parliament,  though  far  from  being  a  majority  :  and  that  many 
of  the  commercial  and  manufatluring  parts  of  the  nation,  concer- 
ned in  the  American  trade,  have  prefented,  or,  as  we  underftand,  are 
preparing  to  prefent,  petitions  to  parliament,  declaring  their  great 
concern,  for  the  prefent  unhappy  controverfies  with  America,  and 
praying  exprefsly,  or  in  effeA,  for  healing  meafures,  as  the  proper 
means  of  preferving  their  commerce,  now  greatly  fuftering  or  en- 
dangered. But  the  treatment  the  petitions,  already  prefented,  have 
hitherto  received,  is  fuch,  as,  in  our  opinion,  can  aiTord  you  no  reli- 
ance on  the  prefent  relief  through  their  means. 

"  As  foon  as  we  learnt  that  the  petition  of  the  Congrefs  was  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  fupport  it,  if 
we  might  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  as  there  was  no  other  opportunity 
for  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  to  be  heard  in  defence 
of  their  rights  :  accordingly,  we  joined  in  a  petition  forthat  purpofe. 
Sir  George  Saville  kindly  undertook  to  prefent  it.  But,  on  previ- 
oufly  opening  the  pui-port  of  it,  as  the  order  is,  a  debate  arofc  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  it,  and  on  a  divifion,  it  was  rejedled  by  a 
great  majority. 

"  The  following  extradl  of  a  letter  from  general  Gage  to  lord 
Dartmouth,  as  laid  before  parliament,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  tranf- 
mit,  viz. 

"  Dec.  15,  1774.  Your  lordfhip's  idea  of  difarming  certain  pro- 
vinces, would  doubtlefs  be  confiflent  with  prudence  and  fafety,  but 
it  neither  is,  nor  has  been  prafticable,  without  having  recourfe  to 
force,  and  being  mailers  of  tjie  country." 

"  It  was  thrown  out  in  debate  by  a  principal  member  of  admini- 

VoL.  I.  L  ' 
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ftration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  charters  of  Connefti- 
cut  and  Rhode  Iiland. 

"  Inclofed,  we  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  paffed  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  on  Thurfday  laft,  which  are  to  be  repor- 
ted on  Monday.  It  is  faid  that  thefe  refolutions  are  to  be  the  foun- 
dation of  feveral  bills  to  be  brought  in,  but  the  purport  of  thofe  bills 
we  have  not  yet  learnt  with  fufficient  certainty. 

"  We  fend  you  likewife,  a  copy  of  lord  Chatham's  firft  motlo-n  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  of  his  plan  of  a  bill  for  fettling  the  troubles 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies ;  both  which  were  rejefted 
on  the  firft  reading. 

With  great  refpeft,  we  are,  fir, 

Your  molt  obedient,  humble  fervants, 

(Signed)  William  Bollen^ 

Benjamin  Franklitty 
Arthur  Lee," 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  being  publilhed  in 
the  ncwlpapers,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  infert  them. 

Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  provin- 
cial Congrefs  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  together  with  certain  refolu- 
tions formed  by  faid  Congrefs,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter,  fent  by  faid 
Congrefs  to  their  agent  in  England,  and  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great-Britain,  on  the  late  engagement  between  the  troops 
under  general  Gage,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 
alfo  a  nuiT.ber  of  depofitions,  duly  attefted,  relative  to  the  com- 
mencement of  faid  hoftilitics,  all  which  were  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  provincial  Congress.^  Watertorjn,  May  3,  177 5. 

To  the  honourable  American  continental  Congrefs,  to  be  convened 

at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  inftant, 

Maj  it  please  jour  honours, 

The  Congrefs  of  this  colony,  imprefled  Avith  the  deepeft  concern 
for  their  country,  under  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  ftate  of 
its  public  affairs,  beg  leave,  with  the  utmoft  fubmilTion,  whilft  adl- 
ing  in  fupport  of  the  caui'e  of  America,  to  requeft  the  diredlion  and 
affiftancc  of  your  refpedlable  affembly. 

The  inclofed  packet,  containing  copies  of  the  depofitions,  which 
we  have  difpatched  for  London,  alfo  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great-Britain,  and  a  letter  to  our  colony  agent,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Efq;  are  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  confideration. 

The  fanguinary  zeal  of  the  minifterial  army,  to  niin  and  deftroy 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs, 
hath  rendered  the  eftablifliment  of  an  army  indifpenfably  neceffary; 
we  have  accordingly  paffed  un  unanimous  refolve  for  thirteen  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  by  this  colony,  and 
propofals  are  made  by  us  to  the  Congrefs  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
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governments  of  Rliodc-Illancl  and  Connet^lcut  colonies,  for  furnifh- 
ing  men  in  the  iiime  proportion. 

The  fudden  exigency  of  onr  public  affairs,  precluded  the  pofTibi- 
lity  of  waiting  for  your  dirccYion  in  thefe  important  meafures,  more 
efpecially,  as  a  confiderablc  reinforcement  from  Great-Britain  is 
daily  expected  in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  fad 
alternative  of  defending  ourfelves  by  arms,  or  fubmitting  to  be 
flaughtered. 

With  the  greatefl;  deference,  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft,  that  a 
powerful  army,  on  the  fide  of  America,  hath  been  conRdered,  by 
this  Congrefs,  as  the  only  means  left  to  ftem  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
a  tyrannical  miniftry.  Without  a  force,  fuperior  to  our  enemies, 
we  mufl;  reafonably  expeft  to  become  the  vidlims  of  their  relentlefs 
fury.  With  fuch  a  force,  we  may  ftill  have  hopes  of  feeing  an  im- 
mediate end  put  to  the  inhuman  ravages  of  mercenary  troops  in 
America,  and  the  wicked  authors  of  our  miferies,  brouglxt  to  con- 
dign punilliment,  by  the  juft  indignation  of  our  brethren  in  Great- 
Britain. 

We  hope  that  this  colony  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  fpend  and 
be  fpent  in  the  caufe  of  America.  It  is,  neverthelefs,  a  misfortune 
greatly  operating  to  its  difadvantage,  that  it  has  a  great  number  of 
fea-port  towns,  expofed  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy  by  fea  ;  from 
many  of  which,  the  inhabitants  have  removed,  and  are  removing 
their  families  and  effects,  to  avoid  deftrudlion  from  fhips  of  war. 
Thefe,  we  apprehend,  will  be  generally  diRrelied  from  want  of  fab- 
fiftence,  and  difabled  from  contributing  aid  for  fupporting  the  forces 
of  the  colony ;  but  we  have  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  wifdom 
and  ability  of  the  continent  to  fupport  us,  fo  far  as  it  fliall  appear 
necefTary  for  fupporting  the  common  caufe  of  the  American  colo- 
nies. 

We  alfo  inclofe  feveral  refolves  for  empowering  and  directing 
our  receiver-general  to  borrow  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  lawful  money,  and  to  ifTue  his  notes  for  the  fame  ;  it  being 
the  only  meafures,  which  we  could  have  recourfe  to,  for  fupporting 
our  forces;  and  we  requeft  your  ainftance  in  rendering  our  meafures 
eftVctaaJ,  by  giving  our  notes  a  currency  through  the  continent. 

Joseph   JVamti,  Prefident,  P.  T. 

The  papers  iiftlofed,  and  referred  to,  in  the  above,  are  as  follows : 
In  provincial  Congress,  Watertoivn^  May  2^  1775. 

Resolved^  That  the  receiver-general  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered, 
to  borrow  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  lawful  money, 
and  ilTiie  colony  fecurity  for  the  fame,  payable,  with  annual  inter- 
eft,  at  fix  per  cent.  June  1,  1777,  and  that  t!ie  continental  Congrefs 
be  deftred  to  recommend  to  the  feveral  colonies,  to  give  a  currency 
to  fuch  fecurities. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman,  Secretary,  P.  T. 
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In  Provincial  Congress,   JVatertown,   May  3,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecurities  given  by  the  receiver-general  for 
the  monies  borrowed  by  him,  in  purfuance  of  the  aforegoing  refolve, 
be  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 
No.  the  day  of  A.  D. 

177         borrowed  and  received  of  A.  B. 

the  fum  of  lawful  money,  for  the  ufe  and 

fervice  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachuictts-Bay,  and  in  behalf  of 
faid  colony.  I  do  hereby  promife  and  oblige  myfelf,  and  fuccef- 
fors  in  the  office  of  treafurer,  or  receiver-general,  to  repay  to  the 
faid  or  to  his  order,  the  firft  day  of  June, 

1777,  the  aforefaid  fum  of  lawful  money,  in  Spanifli 

milled  dollars,  at   fix  {hillings  each,  or  in  the   feveral  fpecies    of 
coined  filver  and  gold,  enumerated  in  an  adl  made  and  paffed  in  the 
23d  year   of  his  late  majefty  king  George  the    fecond,  intituled, 
"  An  aft  for  afcertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  filver  and  gold, 
Englifh half-pence  and  farthings,  maypafs  within  this  government ;" 
and  according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  intereft,  to  be 
paid  annvially,  at  fix  per  cent.     Witnefs  my  hand 
A.  B. 
C.    D. 
E.  F. 
And   whereas  inconveniencies   may  arife,  by  the  receiver-gene- 
ral's iiTuing  notes  for  fmall  funis,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver-general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  direc- 
ted, not  to  iffue  any  notes  for  a  lefs  fum  than  four  pounds  lawful  mo- 
ney. 

A  true  extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman,  Sec.  P.  T. 

To  the  Hon,  Benjamin   Franklin,  Esq;  at  London. 
In  Provincial  Congress,   V/atertoivn,  April  26,    1775. 

"    SIR, 

"  From  the  entire  confidence  we  repofe  in  your  faithfulnefs  and 
abilities,  we  confider  it  the  happinefs  of  this  colony,  that  the  im- 
portant truft  of  agency  for  it,  in  this  day  of  unequalled  diftrefs,  is 
devolved  on  your  hands,  and  we  doubt  not  your  attachment  to  the 
caufe  and  liberties  of  mankind,  will  make  every  poffible  exertion  in 
our  behalf,  a  pleafure  to  you  ;  although  our  circumllances  will  com- 
pel us  often  to  interrupt  your  repofe,  by  matters  that  will  furely 
give  you  pain.  A  fingular  isftance  hereof  is  the  occafion  of  the 
prefent  letter.  The  contents  of  this  packet,  will  be  our  apology 
for  troubling  you  with  it. 

"  From  thefe  you  will  fee  how,  and  by  whom,  we  are  at  laft 
plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  mofl  unnatural  war. 

"  Our  enemies,  we  are  told,  have  difpatched  to  Great-Britain 
a  fallacious  account  of  the  tragedy  they  have  begun  ;  to  prevent 
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the  operation  of  which,  to  the  public  injury,  we  have  engaged  the 
velTel  that  conveys  this  to  you,  as  a  packet  in  the  fervice  of  this  co- 
lony, and  we  reqiieft  your  aihftance  in  fupplying  captain  Derby, 
■who  commands  her,  with  fuch  neceffaries  as  he  ihall  want,  on  the 
credit  of  your  conftituents  in  MalTachufetts-Bay. 

"  But  we  mod:  ardently  wifh,  that  the  feveral  papers  herewith 
inclofed,  may  be  immediately  printed  and  difperfed  through  every 
town  in  England,  and  efpecially  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  council  of  the  city  of  London,  that  they  may  take 
fuch  order  thereon,  astl.y  may  think  proper.  And  we  are  confi- 
dent yonr  fidelity  will  make  fuch  improvement  of  them,  as  fliall  con- 
vince all,  who  are  not  dctermiaed  to  be  in  everlafting  bllndnefs, 
that  it  is  the  r.nlt'c'd  efforts  of  both  E'.iglands,  that  can  lave  either. 
But  that  vviidcever  price  our  brethren  in  the  one,  may  be  pleafedto 
put  on  their  conftitutional  liberties,  we  are  authorized  to  affure 
you,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  other,  with  the  greateft  Tinanimi- 
ty,  are  inflexibly  refulved  to  fell  theirs  only  at  the  price  of  their 
lives. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  provincial  Congrefs, 

Josepb  Warren,  Prefident,  P.  T. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman^  Sec.  P.  T. 

The  depofitlons  relative  to  the  commencement  of  hoftllities,  are 
as  follows : 

Lexington,  April  25,    1775. 

"  We,  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and  Elijah  Sander- 
fon,  all  of  lawful  age,  and  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  colony  of  the  MalTachufetts-Bay  in  New-England,  do  tef- 
tlfy  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  April,  inftant, 
being  on  the  road  between  Concc-d  and  Lexington,  and  all  cf  us 
mounted  on  horfes,  we  were,  about  ten  of  the  clock,  fuddenly  fur- 
prifed  by  nine  perfons,  whom  we  took  to  be  regular  officers,  who 
rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  armed,  each  having  a  piilcl  in  his  hand, 
and  after  putting  plftolsto  our  brealb,  and  feizlng  the  bridles  of  our 
horfes,  they  fwore,  if  vv'e  ftirred  another  ftcp,  we  Ihould  be  all 
dead  men,  upon  which  we  furrendertd  ourfelves.  They  detained  us 
until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  in  which  time  they  fearched  and 
greatly  abufed  us,  having  firft  enquired  about  the  magazine  at  Con- 
cord, whether  any  guards  were  polled  there,  and  whether  the  bridges 
"Were  up,  and  fald  four  or  five  regiments  of  regulars  would  be  in 
polTeffion  of  the  ilores  foon.  They  then  brought  us  back  to  Lex- 
ington, cut  the  horfes  bridles  and  girths,  turned  them  loofe,  and 
then  left  us. 

Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  Elijah  Sanderson." 

Lexington,  April  25,    1775. 
"  I,   Elijah   Sanderfon,  above    named,    do   further   teftify   and 
declare,  that    I  was  on  Lexington  common,  the   morning  of  the 
19th  of  April,  aforefaid,  having  beendifmifi'edby  the  oiiicers  above- 
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mentioned,  and  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  advancing  to- 
wards Lexington  company,  many  of  whom  were  then  difperfing.  I 
heard  one  of  the  regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an  officer,  fay, 
"  Damn  them,  we  will  have  them,"  and  immediately  the  regulars 
fhouted  aloud,  run  and  fired  upon  the  Lexington  company,  which 
did  not  fire  a  gun  before  the  regulars  difcharged  on  them.  Eight  of 
the  Lexington  company  were  killed  while  they  were  difperfing,  and 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other,  and  many  wounded, 
and  although  a  fpectator,  I  narrowly  efcaped  with  my  life. 

Elijah  Sanderson," 

Lexington^  April  23,  1775. 
"  I,  Thomas  Rice  Willard,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare, 
that  being  in  the  houfe  of  Daniel  Harrington,  of  faid  Lexington,  on 
the  19thinftantin  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  before  fun-rife, 
looked  out  at  the  window  of  faid  houfe,  and  faw  (as  I  fuppofe) 
about  four  hundred  regulars  in  one  body,  coming  up  the  road,  and 
marched  towards  the  north  part  of  the  common,  back  of  the  nieet- 
ing-houfe  of  faid  Lexington,  and  as  foon  as  faid  regulars  were 
againft  the  eaft  end  of  the  meeting-houfe,  the  commanding  officer 
faid  fomething,  what  I  know  not,  but  upon  that  the  regulars  ran' 
till  they  came  within  about  eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an  hundred 
of  the  militia  of  Lexington,  who  were  collefted  on  faid  common, 
at  which  time  the  militia  of  Lexington  difperfed,  then  the  officers 
made  an  huzza,  and  the  private  foldiers  fucceeded  them  :  diredly 
after  this,  an  officer  rode  before  the  regulars  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  body,  and  hallooed  after  the  militia  of  faid  Lexington,  and 
faid,  "  lay  down  your  arms,  damn  you,  why  don't  you  lay  down 
your  arms  ?"  and  that  there  was  not  a  gun  fired  till  the  militia  of 
Lexington  were  difperfed  ;  and  further  faith  not. 

Thomas  Rice  Willard," 

Lexington^  April  25 ^  1775. 
Simon  Winffiip,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and 
province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  New  England,  being  of  lawful  age, 
teflifieth  and  faith,  that  on  the  19th  April  inllant,  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  as  he  was  paffing  the  public  road  in  faid  Lexington, 
peaceably  and  unarmed,  about  two  miles  and  an  half  diftant  from 
the  meeting-houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the 
king's  regular  troops,  and  being  flopped  by  fome  officers  of  faid 
troops,  was  commanded  to  difmount  ;  upon  afking  why  he  mufl  dif- 
mount,  he  was  obliged  by  force  to  qnit  his  horfe,  and  ordered  to 
march  in  the  midft  of  the  body,  and  being  examined  whether  he  had 
been  warning  the  minute  men,  he  anfwered  No,  but  had  been  out, 
and  was  then  returning  to  his  father's.  Said  Winfliip  farther  tefti- 
fies,  that  he  marched  with  faid  troops,  till  he  came  within  about 
half-a-quarter  of  a  mile  of  faid  meeting-houfe,  where  an  officer  com- 
manded the  troops  to  halt,  and  then  to  prime  and  load  :  this  being 
done,  the  faid  troops  marched  on  till  they  came  within  a  few  rods 
of  captain  Parker's  company,  who  were  partly  coUedled  on  the 
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place  of  parade,  when  faid  Winfliip  obferved  an  officer  at  the  head 
of  faid  troops,  fiourilhing  his  fword,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  giving 
the  word,  fire,  fire,  which  was  inftantly  followed  by  a  difcharge  of 
arms  from  faid  regular  troops,  and  faid  Winfliip  is  pofitive,  and  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner  declares,  that  there  was  no  difcharge  of 
arms  on  either  fide,  till  the  word  fire  was  given,  by  the  faid  officer 
as  above. 

Simon  Winship." 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 
"  I,  John  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  and  commander  of  the  militia 
in  Lexington,  do  teflify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  inflant,in  the 
morning,  about  one  of  the  clock,  being  informed  that  there  were  a 
number  of  regular  officers  riding  up  and  down  the  road,  (lopping  and 
infulting  people  as  they  pafTed  the  road  ;  and  alfo  was  informed  that 
a  number  of  regular  troops  were  on  their  march  from  Bofton,  in 
order  to  take  the  province  (lores  at  Concord,  ordered  our  militia  to 
meet  on  the  common  in  faid  Lexington,  to  confult  what  to  do,  and 
concluded  not  to  be  difcovered,  nor  meddle  or  make  with  laid  regu- 
lar troops  (if  they  (hould  approach)  unlefs  they  (hould  infult  or  mo- 
led us  ; — and,  upon  their  fudden  approach,  I  immediately  ordered 
our  militia  to  difperfe,  and  not  to  fire. — Immediately  faid  troops 
made  their  appearance  and  rudied  furioufly,  fired  upon,  and  killed 
eight  of  our  party,  without  receiving  any  provocation  therefor 
from  us. 

John  Parker," 

Lexington-,  April  24,    1775. 

"  I,  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
the  19th  indant,  the  company  under  the  command  of  captain  John 
Parker,  being  drawn  up  (fometime  before  fun-rife)  on  the  green  or 
common,  and  I  being  in  the  front  rank,  there  fuddenly  appeared  a 
number  of  the  king's  troops,  about  a  thoufand,  as  I  thought,  at  the 
didance  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  yards  from  us  huzzaing,  and  on 
a  quick  pace  towards  us,  with  three  officers  in  their  front  on  horfe- 
back,  and  on  full  gallop  towards  us,  the  foremod  of  which  cried, 
throw  down  your  arms  ye  villains,  ye  rebels  !  upon  which  faid  com- 
pany difperfing,  the  foremod  of  the  three  officers  ordered  their  men, 
faying,  fire,  by  God,  fire  !  at  which  moment  we  received  a  very  hea- 
vy and  clofe  fire  from  them,  at  which  indant,  being  wounded,  I 
fell,  and  feveral  of  our  men  were  (hot  dead  by  me.  Captain  Par- 
ker's men  I  believe  had  not  then  fired  a  gun,  and  further  the  depo- 
nent faith  not. 

John  Robins." 
Lexington,  April 25-,  1775. 

We,  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Jofeph  Abbot,  of  Lin- 
coln, in  the  county  of  Middlcfex,  and  colony  of  MalTachufetts- 
Bay,  in  New-England,  of  lawful  age,  do  tfdify  and  declare,  that, 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April  indant,  about  five  o'clock,  be- 
ing on  Lexington  common,  and  mounted  on  horfes,  we  faw  a  body 
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of  regtiTar  troops  marching  tip  to  the  Lexington  company,  which 
was  then  dilperfing:  Soon  after,  the  regulars  fired,  firft,  a  few  guns, 
■which  we  took  to  be  piftols  from  fome  of  the  regulars  who  were 
mounted  on  horfes,  and  then  the  faid  regulars  fired  a  volley  or  two 
before  any  guns  were  fi.red  by  the  Lexington,  company ;  our  horfes 
immediately  ftarted,  and  we  rode  off".     And  further  fay  not. 

Benjamin  Tidd,         Joseph  Abbot," 

Lexington^  April  25^  1775. 

"  We,  Nathaniel  Mullokin,  Philip  Riiffell,  Mofes  Harrington, 
jun.  Thomas  and  Daniel  Harrington,  William  Grimes,  William 
Tidd,  Ifaac  Haftings,  Jonas  Stone,  jiin.  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus 
Harrington,  John  Chandler,  Jolhua  Reed,  jun.  Jofeph  Simonds, 
Phineas  Smith,  John  Chandler,  jun.  Reuben  Cock,  Joel  Viles,  Na- 
than Reed,  Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin  Lock,  Thomas  Winihip,  Si- 
meon Snow,  John  Smith,  Mofes  Harrington  the  3d.  Joihua  Reed, 
Ebenezer  Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hor- 
mer,  Ifaac  Green,  Phineas  Stearns,  Ifaac  Durant,  and  Thomas 
Headley,  jun.  all  of  lawful  age,  and  inhabitants  of  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
in  New-England,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  of  April 
inftant,  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning-,  being  informed 
that  feveral  officers  of  the  regulars  had,  the  evening  before,  been 
riding  up  and  down  the  road,  and  had  detained  and  infulted  the 
inhabitants  paffing  the  fame ;  and  alfo  underftanding  that  a  body 
of  regulars  were  marching  from  Bofion  towards  Concord,  with  in- 
tent (as  it  was  fuppofed)  to  take  the  ftores,  belonging  to  the  colony, 
in  that  town,  we  were  alarmed,  and  having  met  at  the  place  of  our 
company's  parade,  Avere  difmiffed  by  our  captain,  John  Parker,  for 
the  prefent,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  attend  at  the  beat  of  the 
drum.  We  further  teftify  and  declare,  that,  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  hearing  our  drum  beat,  we  proceeded  towards  th*? 
parade,  and  foon  found  that  a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching 
toivards  us  :  Some  of  our  company  were  coming  up  to  the  parade, 
and  others  had  reached  it,  at  which  time  the  company  began  to  dif- 
perfe  :  Whilft  our  backs  were  turned  on  the  troops,  we  were  fired 
on  by  them,  and  a  number  of  our  men  were  Inftantly  killed  and 
wounded.  Not  a  gun  was  fired,  by  any  perfon  in  our  company,  on 
the  regulars,  to  our  knowlcge,  before  they  fired  on  us,  and  they 
continued  firing  until  we  had  all  made  our  efcape. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  depor-^ents." 

Lexington,  '25th  ofA/yril,  1775* 
"  We,  Nathaniel  Parkhurft,  Jonas  Parker,  John  Munroe,  jun. 
John  Winfhip,  Solomon  Pierce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meeds,  John 
Bridge,  jun.  Ebenezer  Bowman,  William  Munroe  the  3d.  Micah 
Hager,  Samuel  Saunderfon,  Samuel  Haftings,  and  James  Brown, 
of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  in  New-Eujland,  and  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify 
and  fay,  that,  on  the  nioroing  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  inftant, 
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about  one  or  two  o'clock,  being  informed,  that  a  number  of  regu- 
lar officers  had  been  riding  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and 
night  preceding,  and  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  as  they  were 
pairing,  had  been  infulted  by  the  officers,  and  flopped  by  them  ; 
and  being  alfo  informed,  that  the  regular  troops  were  on  their 
march  from  Bofton,  in  order  (as  it  was  faid)  to  take  the  colony 
ftores,  then  depofited  at  Concord,  we  met  on  the  parade  of  our 
company  in  this  town  ;  after  the  company  had  coUefted,  we  were 
ordered,  by  captain  Parker,  (who  commanded  us)  to  difperfe  for 
the  prefent,  and  to  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of  the  drum,  and 
accordingly  the  company  went  into  houfes  near  the  place  of  parade. 
We  further  teftify  and  fay,  that,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
we  attended  the  beat  of  our  drum,  and  were  formed  on  the  pa- 
rade ;  Ave  were  faced  tOAvards  the  regulars  then  marching  up  to  us, 
and  fome  of  our  company  were  coming  to  the  parade  with  their 
backs  towards  the  troops,  and  others,  on  the  parade,  began  to  dif- 
perfe when  the  regulars  fired  on  the  company,  before  a  gun  was 
fired  by  any  of  our  company  on  them.  They  killed  eight  of  our 
company,  and  wounded  feveral,  and  continued  their  fire,  until  we 
had  all  made  our  efcape. 

"  Signed  by  each  of  the  deponents." 

Lexington,  April  25,  \775. 
"  I,  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  colony  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  in  NeAV-England,  being  of  law- 
ful age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth of  April  inftant,  being  on  Lexington  common,  as  a  fpecla- 
tor,  I  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  marching  up  towards  the 
Lexington  company,  then  difperfing,  and  likewife  faw  the  regular 
troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company,  before  the  latter  fired  a 
gun  ;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  volley  was  difchargedat  me,  which 
put  me  in  imminent  danger  of  lofing  my  life  ;  I  foon  returned  to 
the  common,  and  faw  eight  of  the  Lexington  men  who  were  killed, 
and  lay  bleeding  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other;  and 
feveral  were  wounded :   And  further  faith  not. 

Timothy  Smith." 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 

*'  We,  Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  in  New- 
England,  and  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  being  on  Lexington  commons, 
as  fpedtators,  we  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  marching  up 
towards  the  Lexington  company,  and  fome  of  the  regulars,  on 
horfes,  whom  we  took  to  be  officers,  fired  a  piftol  or  two  on  the  Lex- 
ington company,  which  was  then  difperfing:  Thefe  were  the  firft 
guns  that  were  fired,  and  they  Avere  immediately  followed  by  feve- 
ral vollies  from  the  regulars,  by  which  eight  men,  belonging  to 
faid  company,  Avere  killed,  and  feveral  Avounded. 

Levi  Harrington,         Levi  Mead." 

Vol.  1.  M 
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Lexington^  April  25^  \Ti5» 
"  I,  William  Draper,  of  lawful  age,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Col- 
rain,  in  the  county  of  Hampfliire,  and  colony  of  Maffachufctts- 
Bay,  in  New-England,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that,  being  on  the 
parade  of  faid  Lexington,  April  19th  inftant,  about  half  an  hour 
before  funrife,  the  king's  regular  troops  appeared  at  the  meeting- 
houfe  of  Lexington.  Captain  Parker's  company,  who  were  drawn 
up  back  of  faid  meeting-houfe  on  the  parade,  turned  from  faid 
troops,  making  their  cfcape,  by  difperfing ;  in  the  mean  time,  the 
regular  troops  made  an  huzza,  and  ran  towards  captain  Parker's 
company,  who  were  difperfing,  and,  immediately  after  the  huzza 
was  made,  the  commanding  officer  of  faid  troops  (as  I  took  him) 
gave  the  command  to  the  faid  troops,  fire!  "  firel  damn  you,  fire  1" 
and,  immediately,  they  fired  before  any  of  captain  Parker's  com- 
pany fired,  I  then  being  within  three  or  four  rods  of  faid  regular 
troops :  And  further  fay  not.  ' 

William  Draper,'* 

Lexington^  April  23,  1775. 
"  I,  Thomas  Feffenden,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  declare,  that, 
being  in  a  pafture  near  the  meeting-houfe,  at  faid  Lexington,  on. 
Wednefday  laft,  at  about  half  an  hour  before  funrife,  I  faw  a 
number  of  regular  troops  pafs  fpeedily  by  faid  meeting-houfe,  on 
their  way  towards  a  company  of  militia  of  faid  Lexington,  who 
were  alTembled  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  in  a  company, 
at  the  diftance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  rods  from  faid  meeting-houfe ; 
and  after  they  had  palTed  by  faid  meeting-hoiife,  I  faw  three  offi- 
cers, on  horfe-back,  advance  to  the  front  of  faid  regulars,  when 
one  of  them,  being  v/ithin  fix  rods  of  the  faid  militia,  cried  out, 
"  difperfe,  you  rebels,  immediately,"  on  which  he  brandifhed  his 
fword  over  his  head  three  times  ;  mean  while  the  fecond  officer, 
Avho  was  about  two  rods  behind  him,  fired  a  piftol,  pointed  at  faid 
militia,  and  the  regulars  kept  huzzaing  till  he  had  finifhed  bran- 
difhing  his  fv/ord,  and  when  he  had  thus  finiflied  brandifhing  his 
fvv'ord,  he  pointed  it  down  towards  faid  militia,  and  immediately 
on  which  the  faid  regulars  fired  a  volley  at  the  militia,  and  then  I 
ran  off  as  faft  as  I  could,  while  they  continued  firing  till  I  got  out 
of  their  reach.  I  further  teftify,  that  as  foon.  as  ever  the  officer 
cried  "  difperfe,  you  rebels,"  tlie  faid  company  of  militia  difperfed 
every  way,  as  faft  as  they  could,  and,  while  they  were  difperfing, 
the  regulais  kept  firing  at  them  inceffantly  :  And  further  faith  not. 

Thomas  Fessenden," 

Lincoln,  April  23,  1775. 
"  I,  John  Bateman,  belonging  to  the  fifty-fecond  regiment,  com- 
manded by  colonel  Jones,  on  Wednefday  morning,  on  the  19th  day 
of  April  inftant,  was  in  the  party  marching  to  Concord,  being  at 
Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Mitldlefex,  being  nigh  the  meeting- 
houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  there  was  a  fmall  party  of  men  gathered 
togethcj-  in  that  place,  when  our  faid  troops  marched  by,  and  I  tef- 
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tify  and  declare,  thr.t  I  heard  the  v/ord  of  command  given  to  the 
troops  to  fire,  and  fome  of  faid  troops  did  fire,  and  I  faw  one  of  faid 
fmall  party  lay  dead  on  the  ground  nigh  faid  meeting-houie  ;  and  I 
tellify  that  I  never  heard  any  of  the  inhabitants  fo  much  as  fire  one 
gun  on  faid  troops. 

John  Bateman." 

Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 
"  We,  John  Hoar,  John  Whithead,  Abraham  Garfield,  Benja- 
min Munroe,  Ifaac  Parks,  William  Hofmer,  John  Adams,  Gregory 
Stone,  all  of  Lincoln,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  MalTachufetts- 
Bay,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teflify  and  fay,  that,  on  Wednefday  laft, 
■we  were  affembled  at  Concord,  in  the  morning  of  faid  day,  in  confe- 
quence  of  information  received,  that  a  brigade  of  regular  troops 
•were  on  their  march  to  the  faid  town  of  Concord,  who  had  killed 
fix  men  at  the  town  of  Lexington;  about  an  hour  afterwards  we 
faw  them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  apprehended,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods 
back,  and  the  faid  troops  then  took  poffelhon  of  the  hill,  where  we 
•were  firft  polled ;  prefently  after  this,  we  faw  the  troops  moving 
towards  the  north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  the  faid  Concord 
meeting-houfe  ;  we  then  immediately  went  before  them  and  pafTed 
the  bridge  juft  before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two 
hundred,  arrived;  they  there  left  about  one-half  of  their  two  hun- 
dred at  the  bridge,  and  proceeded,  with  the  reft,  towards  col.  Bar- 
rett's, about  two  miles  from  the  faid  bridge  ;  we  then  feeing  feve- 
ral  fires  in  the  town,  thought  the  houfes  in  Concord  were  in  danger, 
and  marched  towards  the  faid  bridge  ;  and  the  troops  that  were  fta- 
tioned  there,  obferving  our  approach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge 
and  then  took  up  fome  of  the  planks ;  we  then  haftened  our  march 
towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the  bridge,  they  fired 
on  our  men,  firft  three  guns,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  confi- 
derable  number  more  ;  and  then,  and  not  before  (having  orders  from 
our  commanding  ofiicers  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired 
upon  the  regulars  and  they  retreated.  On  their  retreat  through 
the  town  of  Lexington  to  Charleftown,  they  ravaged  and  deftroyed 
private  property,  and  burnt  three  houfes,  one  barn,  arid  one  fliop, 
"  Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents." 

Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 
"  We,  Nathan  Barrot,  captain  ;  Jonathan  Farrar,  Jofeph  But- 
ler, and  Francis  V/heelcr,  lieutenants  ;  John  Barret,  enfign  ;  John 
Brown,  Silas  Walker,  Ephraim  Melvin,  Nathan  Buttrick,  Stephen 
Hofmer,  jun.  Samuel  Barret,  Thomas  Jones,  Jofeph  Chandler, 
Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Edward  Richardfon,  all  of 
Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  of  lav^ful  age,  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  Wednef- 
day, the  nineteenth  inftant,  about  an  hour  after  fun-rife,  we  af- 
fembled on  a  hill  near  the  meeting-houfe,  in  Concord  aforcfaid,  in 
confequence  of  au  infovination,  that  a  number  of  regular  troops 
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had  killed  fix  of  our  countrymen,  at  Lexington,  and  were  on  their 
march  to  faid  Concord ;  and  about  an  hour  afterwards,  we  faw 
them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  imagine,  of  about  twelve 
hundred  ;  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods  back, 
and  the  aforefaid  troops  then  took  polfeffion  of  a  hill  where  we 
were  firfl;  polled.  Prefently  after  this,  we  faw  them  moving  to- 
wards the  north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  faid  meeting-houfe  ; 
we  then  immediately  went  before  them,  and  paffed  the  bridge  juft 
before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  ar- 
rived. They  there  left  about  one  half  of  thefe  two  hundred  at 
the  bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the  reft  towards' colonel  Barret's, 
about  two  miles  from  the  faid  bridge.  We  then  feeing  feveral 
fires  in  the  town,  thought  our  houfes  were  in  danger,  and  imme- 
diately marched  back  towards  faid  bridge,  and  the  troops  who 
were  ftationed  there,  obferving  our  approach,  marched  back  over 
the  bridge,  and  then  took  up  feme  of  the  planks.  We  then  haften- 
ed  our  fteps  towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the 
bridge,  they  fired  on  our  men,  firft  three  guns,  one  after  the  other, 
and  then  a  confiderable  number  more  ;  upon  which,  and  not  be- 
fore, (having  orders  from  our  commanding  officer  not  to  fire  till 
we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired  upon  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated. 
At  Concord,  and  on  their  retreat  through  Lexington,  they  plun- 
dered many  houfes,  burnt  three  at  Lexington,  together  with  a  fhop 
and  barn,  and  committed  damage,  more  or  lefs,  to  almoft  every 
houfe  from  Concord  to  Charleftown. 

"   Signed  by  the  above  deponents," 

"  We,  Jofeph  Butler,  and  Ephraim  Melvln,  do  teftify  and  de- 
clare, that  when  the  regular  troops  fired  upon  our  people,  at  the 
north  bridge,  in  Concord,  as  related  in  the  foregoing  depofitions, 
they  fliot  one,  and  we  believe  two,  of  our  people,  before  we  fired 
a  fingle  gun  at  them. 

Joseph  Butler^ 

Lexington^  April  23,   \715.  Ephraim  Melvin." 

Concord,  April  23,  1775. 
"  I,  Timothy  Minot,  jun.  of  Concord,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
this  inftant,  April,  after  that  1  had  heard  of  the  regular  troops 
firing  upon  Lexington  men,  and  fearing  that  hoftilities  might  be 
committed  at  Concord,  thought  it  my  incumbent  duty  to  fecure 
my  family.— After  I  had  fecured  my  family,  fome  time  after  that, 
returning  towards  my  own  dwelling,  and  finding  that  the  bridge 
on  the  north  part  of  faid  Concord,  was  guarded  by  regular  troops, 
being  a  fpeftator  of  what  had  happened  at  faid  bridge,  declare, 
that  the  regular  troops  ftationed  on  faid  bridge,  after  they  faw  the 
men  that  were  colledted  on  the  wefterly  fide  of  faid  bridge,  march- 
ed towards  faid  bridge,  then  the  troops  returned  towards  the  eaft- 
erly  fide  of  faid  bridge,  and  formed  themfelves,  as  I  thought,  for 
regular  fight :  after  that  they  fired  one  gun,  then  two  or  three 
more,  before  the  men  that  were  ftationed  on  the  wefterly  part  of 
faid  bridge  fired  upon  them. 

Timothy  Minot ^  jun," 
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Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 
**  I,  James  Barrett,  of  Concord,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  do  teltify  and  fay,  that,  on  Wedncfday 
morning  laft,  about  day-break,  I  was  informed  of  the  apjiroach  cf 
a  number  of  the  regular  troops  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where 
were  fome  magazines  belonging  to  this  province,  when  there  was 
affembled  fome  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
I  ordered  them  to  march  to  the  north  bridge  (fo  called)  which 
they  had  paffed  and  were  taking  up.  I  ordered  faid  militia  to 
march  to  faid  bridge  and  pafs  the  fame,  but  not  to  fire  on  the 
king's  troops  unlefs  they  were  firft  fired  upon.  We  advanced  near 
faid  bridge,  when  the  faid  troops  fired  upon  our  militia,  and  killed 
two  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wounded  feveral  others,  which  was 
the  firfl  firing  of  guns  in  the  town  of  Concord  :  My  detachment 
then  returned  the  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the 
king's  troops. 

James  Barrett.''* 

Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 
*'  We,  Bradbury  Robinfon,  Samuel  Spring,  Thaddeus  Bancroft, 
all  of  Concord;  and  James  Adams,  of  Lexington,  all  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednef- 
day  morning  laft,  near  ten  of  the  clock,  we  faw  near  one  hundred 
of  the  regular  troops,  being  in  the  town  of  Concord,  at  the  north 
bridge  in  faid  town  (fo  called)  and  having  paffed  the  fame,  they 
were  taking  up  faid  bridge,  when  about  three  hundred  of  our  mili- 
tia were  advancing  toward  faid  bridge,  in  order  to  pafs  faid  bridge, 
when,  without  faying  any  thing  to  us,  they  difcharged  a  number 
of  guns  on  us,  which  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wound- 
ed feveral  others ;  when  we  returned  the  fire  on  them,  which  killed 
two  of  them,  and  wounded  feveral,  which  was  the  beginning  of 
hoftilities  in  the  town  of  Concord. 

Bradbury  Robinson.)      Thaddeus  Bancroft, 
Samuel  Spring,  James  Adams," 

Worcester,  April  26,  1775. 
"  Hannah  Bradifh,  of  that  part  of  Cambridge,  called  Menoto- 
my,  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Paine,  of  Worcefler,  in  the  county 
of  Worcefter,  Efq;  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  tliat  about 
five  o'clock  on  Wednefday  laft,  afternoon,  being  in  her  bed-cham- 
ber, with  her  infant  child,  about  eight  days  old,  file  was  furprifed 
by  the  firing  of  the  king's  troops  and  our  people,  on  their  return 
from  Concord.  She  being  weak  and  unable  to  go  out  of  her  lioufe, 
in  order  to  fecure  herfelf  and  family,  they  all  retired  into  the  kitch- 
en, in  the  back  part  of  the  houfe.  She  foon  found  the  houfe  fur- 
rounded  with  the  king's  troops  ;  that  upon  oblV rvation  made,  at 
leaft  feventy  bullets  were  Ihot  into  the  front  part  of  the  houfe  ; 
feveral  bullets  lodged  in  the  kitchen  where  ftie  was,  and  one  paffed 
through  an  eafy  chair  fiie  had  juft  gone  from.  The  door  of  the 
front  part  of  the  houfe  was  broke  open  ;  flie  did  not  fee  any  foldiera 
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in  the  houfe,  but  fuppofed,  by  the  noife,  they  were  in  the  front. 
After  the  troops  had  gone  off,  flie  miffed  the  following  things, 
which,  fhe  verily  believes,  were  taken  out  of  the  houfe  by  the 
king's  troops,  viz.  one  rich  biocade  gown,  called  a  negligee,  one 
luteftring  gown,  one  white  quilt,  one  pair  of  brocade  fhoes,  three 
fliifts,  eight  white  aprons,  three  caps,  one  cafe  of  ivory  knives  and 
forks,  and  feveral  other  fmall  articles. 

Hannah  Bradish," 

Province  of  the      >  j^r^^^  ^^  jp^-j  35,   1775. 

Massachusetts -naj,  3  ^  r  ' 

"  Mrs.  Hannah  Bradifh,  the  above  deponent  maketh  oath  be- 
fore us,  the  fubfcribers,  two  of  his  majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace, 
for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  and  of  the  quorum,  that  the  above 
depofition,  according  to  her  bed  recollection,  is  the  truth.  Which 
depofition  is  taken  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam. 

Thomas  Steely 
Timothy  Paine,* 

Concord,  April  23,  1775. 
"  I,  James  Marr,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  in  the 
evening  of  the  eighteenth  inftant,  I  received  orders  from  George 
Hutchinfon,  adjutant  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  regular  troops 
ftationed  at  Bofton,  to  prepare  and  march  :  To  which  orders  I  at- 
tended, and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I  was  ordered  by  an  offi- 
cer with  about  one  hundred  men,  to  guard  a  certain  bridge  there  ; 
while  attending  that  fervice,  a  number  of  people  came  along,  in 
order,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  crofs  faid  bridge,  at  which  time  a  number 
of  the  regular  troops  firft  fired  upon  them. 

James  Marr," 

Medford,  April  25,  1775. 
"  I,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  majefty's  own  regiment  of 
foot,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  eighteenth  inftant,  under  the  orders  of  general  Gage, 
I  embarked  with  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  of  the  line, 
commanded  by  colonel  Smith,  and  landed  on  the  marfhes  of  Cam- 
bridge, from  whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington  ;  on  our  arrival 
at  that  place,  we  faw  a  body  of  provincial  troops  armed,  to  the 
number  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  men ;  on  our  approach,  they  dif- 
perfed,  and  foon  after  firing  began,  but  which  party  fired  firft,  I 
cannot  exaiStly  fay,  as  our  troops  ruihed  on  fliouting,  and  huzzaing, 
previous  to  the  firing,  which  was  continued  by  our  troops,  fo  long 
as  any  of  the  provincials  were  to  be  feen.  From  thence  we  march- 
ed to  Concord.  On  a  hill  near  the  entrance  of  the  town,  we  faw 
another  body  of  provincials  affembled  :  the  light  infantry  compa- 
nies were  ordered  up  the  hill  to  dlfperfe  them  ;  on  our  ajjproach, 
they  retreated  towards  Concord  ;  the  grenadiers  continued  the 
road  under  the  hill  towards  the  town.  Six  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry were  ordered  down  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  bridge,  Avhich 
the  provincials  retreated  over  ;  the  company  I  commanded  was  one: 
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three  companies  of  the  above  detachment  went  forwards  about 
two  miles  ;  in  the  meaji  time,  the  provincial  troops  returned,  to 
the  number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  :  We  drew  up  on  the 
Concord  fide  of  the  bridge,  the  provincials  came  down  upon  us, 
upon  which  we  engaged  and  gave  the  firft  fire  ;  this  was  the  firft 
engagement  after  tlie  one  at  Lexington  ;  a  continued  firing  from, 
both  parties  lafted  through  the  whole  day  ;  I  myfelf  was  wounded 
at  the  attack  of  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  with  the  greateft  hu- 
manity, and  taken  all  ppffible  care  of  by  the  provincials  at  Medford. 

Edward  Tboroton  Gould,  Lieut. 

King's  own  Regiment." 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,,     7 
Middlesex  county^  April   25,    1775.5 

"  Lieut.  Thoroton  Gould,  aforenamed,  perfonally  made  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration  by  him  fubfcribed,  before  us, 
Tbad.  Massorij  Josiah  Johnson,  Simon  Tufts,  Juftices 
of  the  peace,  for  the  county  aforefaid,  quorum  unus. 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Cbarlestoivn,  IT* 

"  I,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  notary  and  tabellion  public,  by  lawful 
authority  duly  admitted  and  fworn,  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern.  That  Thadeus  Maffon,  Jofiah  Johnfon,  and 
Simon  Tufts,  Efqrs;  are  three  of  his  majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace 
(quorum  unus)  for  the  county  of  Middlefex ;  and  that  full  faith 
and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  tranfactions,  as  fnch, 
both  in  court  and  out.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affix- 
ed my  name  and  feal,  this  twenty -fixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Dominiy 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Notary  Public."     (L.  S.) 

(All  the  above  depofitions  are  fworn  to  before  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  duly  attefted  by  notaries  public,  in  manner  of  the  laft  one.) 

In  Provincial  Congress,   Watertown,  April  26,    1775. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

"  FRIENDS   AND   FFLLOW-SU  EJECTS, 

"  Hoftilities  are  at  length  commenced  in  this  colony  by  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  it  being  of  the 
greateft  importance,  that  an  early,  true,  and  authentic  account  of 
this  inhuman  proceeding  (hould  be  known  to  you,  the  Congrefs  of 
this  colony  have  tranfmitted  the  fame,  and  from  want  of  a  feflion' 
of  the  hon.  continental  Congrefs,  think  it  proper  to  addrefs  you  on 
the  alarming  occafion. 

"  By  the  cleareft  depofitions,  relative  to  this  tranfaftion,  it  will 
appear  that,  on  the  night  preceding  the  nineteenth  of  April  inftant, 
a  body  of  the  king's  troops,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Smith, 
were  fccretly  landed  at  Cambridge,  with  an  apparent  defign  to  take 
or  deftroy  the  military  and  other  ftores,  provided  for  the  defence  of 
this  colony,  and  depofited  at  Concord — that  fome  inhabitHn's  of 
the  colony,  on  the  night  aforefaid,  whilft  travelling  peaceably  on 
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the  road  between  Bofton  and  Concord,  were  felzed  and  greatly  abu- 
fed  by  armed  men,  who  appeared  to  be  officers  of  general  Gage's  ar- 
my :— that  the  town  of  Lexington  by  thefe  means  was  alarmed,  and 
a  company  of  the  inhabitants  muflered  on  the  occafion — that  the 
regular  troops,  on  their  way  to  Concord,  marched  into  the  faid  town 
of  Lexington,  and  the  faid  company  on  their  approach  began  to 
difperfe — that  notwithftanding  this,  the  regulars  rufhed  on  with 
great  violence,  and  firft  began  hoftilities,  by  firing  on  faid  Lexing- 
ton company,  whereby  they  killed  eight  and  wounded  feveral  others 
—that  the  regulars  continued  their  fire  until  thofe  of  faid  compa- 
ny, who  were  neither  killed  nor  v/ounded,  had  made  their  efcape — 
that  colonel  Smith,  v/ith  the  detachment,  then  marched  to  Concord, 
where  a  number  of  provincials  were  again  fired  on  by  the  troops, 
two  of  them  killed  and  feveral  wounded,  before  the  provincials  fired 
on  them,  and  that  thefe  hoftile  meafures  of  the  troops  produced  an 
engagement  that  lafted  through  the  day,  in  which  many  of  the  pro- 
vincials, and  more  of  the  regular  troops  were  killed  and  wounded. 

"  To  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  troops,  as 
they  retreated  from  Concord  to  Charleftown,  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult, if  hot  impracticable  ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  a  great  number 
of  the  houfes  on  the  road  were  plundered,  and  rendered  unfit  for 
ufe ;  feveral  were  burnt ;  women  in  child-bed  were  driven,  by  the 
foldiery,  naked  into  the  ftreets;  old  men  peacebly  in  their  houfes 
were  fhot  dead ;  and  fuch  fcenes  exhibited  as  would  difgrace  the 
aruals  of  the  mofl  uncivilized  nations. 

"  Thefe,  brethren,  are  marks  of  miniflerial  vengeance  againft 
this  colony,  for  refuflng,  with  her  fifter  colonies,  a  fubmiffion  to 
flavery ;  but  they  have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  royal  fovereign. 
We  profefs  to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjects,  and  fo  hardly  dealt 
with  as  we  have  been,  are  ftill  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
defend  his  perfon,  family,  crown,  and  dignity.  Neverthelefs,  to 
the  perfecutlon  and  tyranny  of  his  cruel  miniftry  we  will  not  tame- 
ly fubmit — appealing  to  heaven  for  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  we  de- 
termine to  die  or  be  free. 

"  We  cannot  think  that  the  honour,  wifdom,  and  valour  of  Bri- 
tons will  fuffer  them  to  be  long  inaftive  fpeiSlators  of  meafures,  in 
which  they  themfelves  are  fo  deeply  interefled  : — Meafures  purfued 
in  oppofition  to  the  folemn  proteins  of  many  noble  lords,  and  ex- 
prefTed  fenfe  of  confpicuous  commoners,  whofe  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue have  long  charafterized  them  as  fome  of  the  greateft  men  in  the 
nation  : — Meafures  executing  contrary  to  the  interefV,  petitions  and 
refolves  of  many  larL;;e,  refpedlable  and  opulent  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs  in  Great-Britain  : — Meafures  highly  incompatible 
with  juflicc,  but  Hill  purfued  with  a  fpecious  pretence  of  eafing  the 
nation  of  its  burthens  : — Meafures  which,  if  fuccefsful,  muft  end  in 
the  ruin  and  flavery  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  perfecuted  American 
colonics. 

"  We  fmcerely  hope,  that  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe, 
who  hath  fo  often  appeared  for  the  Englifh  nation,  will  fupport  you 
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in  every  rational  and  manly  exertion  with  thefe  colonies,  for  faving 
it  from  ruin  ;  and  that  in  a  conftitutional  connexion  with  the  mo- 
ther country,  we  fliall  foon  be  altogether  a  free  and  happy  people,. 
Per  Order, 
Joseph  Warren,  Prefident,  P.  T." 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  have  the  above  depofitions  and  the 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  published. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next, 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  ftate  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  provincial  Congrefs  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  from  thence  to  Sa- 
turday. 

SaTurdat,  May  13,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  doc"tor  Lyman  Hall  attended 
at  the  door,  as  a  deleg-ate  from  the  parifh  of  St.  John's,  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Georgia,  and  delired  to  know  whether,  as  fuch,  he  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  this  Congrefs ; 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  he  be  admitted  as  a  delegate  from  the 
parilh  of  St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  fubjeA  to  fuch  regu- 
lations as  the  Congrefs  fliall  determine,  relative  to  his  voting. 

Mr.  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  designed  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia,  on  May,  A.  D.  1775. 

"  The  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  in  the 
province  of  Georgia. 

"  GENTLEMEN, 

"  To  give  a  particular  detail  of  our  many  ftruggks  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  the  many  meetings  thereby  occafioned  and  held  in  this 
parifh,  the  endeavours  we  have  ufed  to  induce  the  reft  of  this  pro- 
vince to  concur  with  us,  the  attendance  of  our  committee  on  the 
provincial  conventions,  held  at  Savannah,  in  tliis  province,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  1 8th  of  January  laft,  with  their  proceedings,  and 
the  reafons  of  our  dilTent  from  thi^m,  we  think  would  be  tedious  to 
you,  and  therefore  fend  a  fummary  abftrad,  which,  with  the  account, 
that  may  be  given  by  Lyman  Hall,  Efq;  appointed  a  delegate  to  re- 
prefent  and  aft  for  this  parifli  in  the  general  continental  Congrefs, 
to  be  held  in  May  next,  and  the  teftimonies  of  the  honorable  dele- 
gates from  South-Carolina,  we  hope  will  be  fatisfaftory. 

"  Immediately  iipon  our  being  honoured  with  an  anfwer  to  the 
reprefentation  of  our  cafe  tranfmitted  to  the  honourable  Congrefs, 
which  fat  at  Philadelphia  laft  year,  with  a  copy  of  the  affociation 
there  entered  into,  we  had  a  meeting,  and  our  proceedings  then  and 

Vol,.  I.  N 
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(Ince  that  time,  will,  in  brief,  appear  from  the  following  abftrafts  of 
an  addrefs  from  this  parifh  to  the  committee  of  correfpondence  in 
Charleftown,  South-Carolina,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  GENTLEMEN, 

"  Herewith  will  be  communicated  to  you,  the  feveral  fteps  taken 
by  this  parifh  in  their  endeavours  to  conform,  as  near  as  poflible, 
to  the  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  other  colonies  :  and  the  par- 
ticular meafures  now  adopted,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  con- 
tinental affociation,  which  we  embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
acceding  to,  by  fubfcribing  it  ;  on  condition  that  trade  and  com- 
merce with  the  other  colonies  be  continued  to  us  the  fubfcribers ; 
and  thereupon  fhould  have  immediately  fent  to  you  for  your  appro- 
bation and  indulgence,  but  were  delayed  by  -i  fummons  to  attend  a 
provincial  Congrefs  in  Savannah,  on  the  18th  of  January  laft,  for 
the  purpofe,  as  we  underftood,  of  a  general  affociation  with  the 
other  colonies,  and  chuling  delegates  :  at  which  time  and  place  we 
attended,  and  acquainted  the  other  parifhes,  affembled  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  that  we  had  already  acceded  to  the  general  affociation,  on 
condition,  as  above-mentioned,  and  earneftly  requefted  them  to  do 
the  fame.  Had  they  acceded  fully  to  the  general  affociation,  we 
fhould  have  had  no  occafion  to  trouble  you  with  this  addrefs  ;  but, 
as  they  did  not,  we  now  apply  to  you,  to  admit  us,  the  fubfcribers, 
to  an  alliance  with  you,  requefting  that  you  will  allow  trade  and 
commerce  to  be  continued  to  us,  the  fame  to  be  conducted  under 
fuch  regulations  and  reflriftions,  as  fhall  be  confiftent  with  the  con- 
tinental affociation,  and  which,  on  our  part,  we  engage,  with  all  pof- 
fible  care,  to  keep  inviolate.  As  we  of  this  parifh  are  a  body  de- 
tached from  the  reft  (i.  e.  of  this  province)  by  our  refolutions,  and 
iufficiently  diftindl  by  local  fituation,  large  enough  for  particular 
notice,  adjoining  a  particular  port,  and  in  that  refpe6l,  capable  of 
conforming  to  the  general  affociation,  if  connefted  with  you,  with 
the  fame  fidelity  as  a  diftant  parifh  of  your  own-province  ;  we  muft 
be  confidered,  as  comprehended  within  the  fpirit  and  equitable 
meaning  of  the  continental  affociation,  and  hope  you  will  not  con- 
demn the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  efpecially  when  a  due  fepara- 
tion  is  made  between  them. 

'  Give  us  leave  to  add  only,  that  we  Avait  your  anfwer,  fliall  be 
glad  of  your  advice,  and  are,  with  efteem, 
*  Gentlemen, 

'  Yours,  Sec' 
5"^  John's,  9tb  } 
February,    1775.5 

To  which  we  received  the  following  anfwer  : 

"    GENTLEMEN, 

"  Your  letter,  accompanying  fandry  papers,  having  been  laid  be- 
fore a  very  full  committee  of  this  colony,  and  undergone  the  moft 
mature  deliberation,  I  am,  by  their  defire,  to  acquaint  yon,  that 
they  have  the  highefi:  fenfe  of  your  arduous  ftiuggles  in  favour  of 
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the  common  caufe  of  America;  and  moft  fincerely  lament  yourpre- 
fent  unhappy  fituation  ;  but  would  recommend  a  continuance  of 
your  laudable  exertions,  and  the  laying  a  ftate  of  your  cafe  before 
the  enfuing  continental  Congrefs,  as  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
relief,  and  to  put  you  in  the  iituation  you  wiih,  which  this  commit- 
tee apprehend  to  be  entirely  out  of  their  power  to  do  ;  as  it  is  their 
opinion,  that  the  parifh  of  St.  John,  being  a  part  of  the  colony  of 
Georgia  (which,  by  not  acceding  to,  has  violated  the  continental 
affociation)  falls  under  the  14th  article  of  the  faid  affociation,  no 
part  of  which  any  committee  can  prefume  to  do  away.  Sec' 

"  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  it  was  ferioufly  confidered  in 
■what  manner  to  condud  in  the  prefent  fituation  ;  and  propofed, 
whether  we  fliould  immediately  break  off  all  conneftion  and  com- 
merce with  Savannah,  and  all  other  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
who  have  not  fully  acceded  to  the  continental  alTociation. 

"  It  was  confidered,  that  as  we  were  denied  commerce  with  any 
other  colony,  and  but  one  merchant  among  us  confiderable  for  dry 
goods,  had  figned  our  alTociation,  and  he  infuffiicient  for  a  prefent 
iupply,  and  we  utterly  unable  at  prefent  to  procure  materials  or 
manufaclures  for  cloathing  among  ourfelves,  we  muft,  by  fuch  a 
refokition,  become  extremely  miferable  ;  it  was  therefore  conclu- 
ded, that  till  we  could  obtain  trade  and  commerce  with  fome  other 
colony,  it  is  abfoliitely  neceffary  to  continue  it  in  fome  refpefts 
with  our  own,  and  determined  that  it  be  carried  on  under  the  fol- 
lowing regulations: 

"  1.  That  none  of  us  (hall  direflly  or  indireftly  purchafe  any 
flave  imported  at  Savannah,  (large  numbers  of  which  we  underftand 
are  there  expscled,)  till  the  fenfe  of  the  Congrefs  fliall  be  made 
known  to  us. 

"  2.  That  we  will  not  trade  at  all  v/ith  any  merchant  at  Savan- 
nah, or  cllcwhere,  that  will  not  join  in  our  alTociating  agreement, 
ocherwif'e  than  under  the  infpedion  of  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pole  appointed,  and  for  fuch  things  only  as  they  fliall  judge  necef- 
fary, and  when  they  Ihall  think  there  are  neceffary  reafons  for  fo 
doinj;-. 

''  A  committee  was  then  nominated,  and  appointed  to  fit  week- 
ly on  Tiiurfdays,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

"  It  was  then  refolved,  that  a  delegate  be  fent  from  this  parifli 
to  the  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  and  that 
Tuefday,  the  21ft  of  March,  be  appointed  for  chufing  one. 

"  On  the  faid  21  ft  of  March,  at  a  full  meeting,  Lyman  Hall, 
Efq;  was  unanimoully  chofen,  to  reprefent  and  aft  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  parilh,  as  a  delegate,  at  the  general  Congrefs,  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  who  are  determined  faithfully 
to  adhere  to,  aud  abide  by,  the  determination  of  him,  and  the  other 
honourable  members  of  the  fame. 

'j  Signed  by  order  of  the  inhabitants, 

By  Daniel  Roberts,  and  twenty  others, 
members  of  the  committee. 
"Midtvajy  St.  John's  parish,  in  the  province  of  Georgia,  \^tb  Ahil, 
A.  D,    1775." 
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A  petition  from  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  Virginia,  addrelTed 
to  the  Gongrefs,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Agreed^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Monday. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

3IoNDAr,  May  I5,    1775. 

The  Gongrefs  met  according  to  adjournmento 

Befides  thofe  who  met  at  the  opening  of  the  Gongrefs,  the  fol- 
lowing members  attended  ;  from  New- York,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wif- 
ner,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Glinton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Li- 
vingflon  ;  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Wilfon  ;  from  Maryland,  Mr^ 
Stone,  and  Mr,  Goldfborough. 

Upon  motion, 

Agreed^  That  the  fecretary  be  allowed  to  employ  Timothy  Mat- 
lack,  as  a  clerk,  he  having  firfl  taken  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  to 
keep  fecret  the  tranfadtions  of  the  Gongrefs,  that  may  be  entrufted 
to  him,  or  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

The  city  and  county  of  New- York,  having,  through  the  delegates 
of  that  province,  applied  to  Gongrefs  for  advice  how  to  conduct 
themfelves  with  regard  to  the  troops  expected  there,  the  Gongrefs 
took  the  matter  into  confideration.  During  their  deliberations,  it 
became  neceffary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Gongrefs  by  colonies, 
upon  which  a  qucftion  arofe,  whether  the  delegate  from  the  parifh 
of  St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  could  be  admitted  to  vote. 
After  fome  debate  on  this  quefiion,  the  delegate  from  that  paiifli 
arofe,  and  after  obferving,  that  the  prefent  diftrefsful  fituaticn  of 
American  aifairs  had  induced  a  neceffity  of  this  Gongrefs,  which 
was  compofed  of  delegates  reprefenting  whole  colonies  ;  that  as  he 
did  not  reprefent  a  colony,  but  only  a  part,  he  did  not  infift  on  giv- 
ing a  vote  as  a  colony,  but  was  contented  to  hear  and  affift  in  the 
debates,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  all  cafes,  except  when  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Gongrefs  were  taken  by  colonies. 

The  Gongrefs  then  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  them;  during  the  debate,  Samuel  Ward,  Efq;  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Rhode-Illand,  appeared  and  produced  his  creden- 
tials, which  being  read,  were  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

fr"~y*  By  the  honourable  the  general  assembly  of  the  Eng- 

\*^y  lisb  colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence   Plan^ 

tationSf  iti  Nevj-England,   in  America. 

7o  the  Hon,  Stephen  Hopkins^  Esq;  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  WardjEsqs 
Greetings 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  of  the  colonj'^  aforefaid,  have  no- 
minated and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  reprefent  the  people  of  this  colony,  in  a  general  Gongrefs 
of  rcprefentatives,  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  to  be  holden 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to 
meet,  and  join  v/ith  the  commilhouers,  or  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies,  in  confulting  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
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the  feveral  a£ls  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon, 
his  majefty's  fubjeds  in  America,  without  their  confent ;  and  upon 
proper  meafures  to  eftablilh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies, 
upon  a  juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  inflru«\ions  given 
you  by  the  general  affembly. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  general  affembly,  I,  Henry  Ward, 
Efq;  fecretary  of  the  faid  colony,  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and 
affixed  the  feal  of  the  faid  colony,  this  feventh  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  moft  facred  ma- 
jefty,  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, Sec. 

(Signed)  Henry  Ward. 

The  matter  under  confideration  being  refumed,  the  Gongrefs 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the  prefent,  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  New- York,  that  if  the  troops,  which  are  expected,  fliould 
arrive,  thd  faid  colony  aft  on  the  defenfive,  fo  long  as  may  be  con- 
fident with  their  fafety  and  fecurity  ;  that  the  troops  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  barracks,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and 
quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  fuffered  to  eredt  fortifications,  or  take 
any  fteps  for  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
country,  and  that  if  they  commit  hoflilities  or  invade  private  pro- 
perty, the  inhabitants  fhould  defend  themfelves  and  their  property, 
and  repel  force  by  force  ;  that  the  warlike  ftores  be  removed  from 
the  town  ;  that  places  of  retreat,  in  c.fe  of  neceffity,  be  provided 
for  the  women  and  children  of  New-York  ;  and  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  be  embodied,  and  kept  in  conflant  readlnefs  for 
protecting  the  inhabitants  from  infult  and  injury. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Samuel  Shoemaker,  the  other  from 
James  and  Drinker,  merchants  of  this  city,  refpetVing  fome  cargoes 
purchafed  by  them,  and  intended  for  Newfoundland,  but  which  are 
flopped  by  the  committee  of  this  city,  were  laid  before  the  Gongrefs, 
and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Wafliington,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
and  the  delegates  from  New-York,  be  a  committee,  to  confider 
what  pofts  are  neceffary  to  be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New-York, 
and  that  they  be  defired  to  report  as  fpeedily  as  poflible. 

Resolved^  That  this  Gongrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  .take  into  ccJifideration  the  ftate 
of  America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— »«>«^^ 

TuESDjr,  May  16,   1775. 

The  Gongrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray,  of  New- York,  was 
laid  before  the  Gongrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Gongrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  tahc  into  conlidcration  the  ftats 
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•of  America  ;  after  fome  time  fpent  therem,  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tilghman  reported  from  the  committee,  that 
tht-y  had  taken  the  matter  referred  to  them  into  confideration,  hut 
not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  {late  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAr,  May  17,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  being  poftponed  till  to-morrow  : 

Upon  motion, 

Resohed  unanimously^  That  all  exportations  to  Quebec,  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  ifl?.nd  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  except 
the  parifli  oi  Si..  John's,  and  to  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  immedi^^te- 
ly  ceafe,  and  that  no  provifion  of  any  kind,  or  other  necefTaries  be 
iurnifhed  to  the  Britiih  fifneries  on  the  American  coafts,  until  it  be 
Cuierwife  determined  by  the  Congrefs. 

0:  diredy  That  this  be  publlflied  immediately. 

Adjcv:ncd  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TnuRSDAr,  May   18,  1775. 

The  Ccngicfs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  |Efq;  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  their  feats 
in  Congrefs. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  conduft,  to  be  obferv- 
ed  in  debating  and  determining  queftions,  laid  down  by  the  laft 
Congrefs,  be  adopted  and  obferved  by  the  prefent  Congrefs. 

The  prefiderrt  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  fome  important  intelli- 
gence he  received  laft  night,  by  exprefs,  relative  to  the  fui-prifing 
and  taking  of  Ticondercga,  by  a  detachment  from  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  and  Conne<flicut,  which  was  read. 

Upon  motion.  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Brown,  who  brought  the  ex- 
prefs, be  called  in:  After  he  withdrew,  the  Congrefs,  taking  into 
eonfideration  the  letters  and  intelligence  communicated  to  them, 

Resoked,  Whereas  there  is  indubitable  evidence,  that  a  defign 
is  formed  by  the  Britifli  miniftry,  of  making  a  cruel  invafion  from 
the  province  of  Quebec,  upon  thefe  colonies,  for  the  purpcfe  of  def- 
troying  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  fome  fteps  have  actually  been 
taken  to  carry  the  faid  defign  into  execution  ;  and,  whereas,  feveral 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonics,  refiding  in  the  vicinity  of  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  immediately  expofcd  to  incuriions,  impelled  by  a 
]uft  regard  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  their 
countrymen  from  fuch  imminent  dangers  and  calamities,  have  ta- 
ken poft'effion  of  that  poft,  in  v/hich  was  lodged  a  quantity  of  can- 
non and  military  ftores,  that  v/ould  certainly  have  b?ea  ufed  in  the 
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Intended  Invafion  of  thefe  colonies ;  this  Congrefs  earneflly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  counties  of  New- York 
and  Albany,  immediately  to  caufe  the  faid  cannon  and  ftores  to  be 
removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George ;  and, 
if  neceffary,  to  apply  to  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  MalTachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  for  fucli  an  additional  body  of  forces  as 
will  be  fufficient  to  eftablifh  a  flrong  poll:  at  that  place,  and  effec- 
tually to  fecure  faid  cannon  and  ftores,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  it 
may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there.  And  that  an  exail  invLntOi-y 
be  taken  of  all  fuch  cannon  and  ftores,  in  order  tliat  they  miiy  be 
fafely  returned,  ■when  the  rcftoration  of  the  former  hanno:iy  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo  ardently  wiihed  for  by 
the  latter,  ftiall  render  it  prudent,  and  confiftent  with  the  over-iul- 
ing  law  of  felf-prefervation. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Fridat,  May  19,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  pofts  are  neceffary  to 
be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  and  by  what  number  of 
troops  it  will  be  proper  they  fliould  be  guarded,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which,  being  read,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  them- 
felves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coniideration  the 
ftate  of  America,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  from  day  to  day,  till  Wed- 
nefday  the  24th,  on  which  day  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  pre- 
fident,  being  under  a  neceftity  of  returning  home,  and  having  fet 
out  this  m.orning  early,  the  chair-was  vacant,  vvhereupon, 

On  motion,  the  honorable  John  Hancock,  Efq;  wasunanimoufly 
chofen  prefident. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  themfelves  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  fake  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America,  and  repeated 
the  fame  on  the  day  following. 

Friday,  Mqy26,  1775. 
The  Congrefs  being  met  according  to  adjournment,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Nev/-Jerfcy  laid  before  them  a  minute  from,  the  jour- 
nals of  the  alTembly  of  that  colony,  together  v.'ith  a  rclolntlon  of  the 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

^■^  Ntio-jcrsey,  House  of  Assetnblj,  May  20,  177b. 
"  His  excellency  having  laid  before  the  houfe,  a  ropy  of  the  re- 
folution  of  the  honorable  houfe  of  commons  of  Great-Britain,  of 
the  20th  of  February,  1775,  containing  a  plan  formed  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  unhappy  differences  between  our  parent  ftate 
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and  the  colonies  ;  which  plan,  under  the  prefent  circumflances,  this 
houfe  could  not  comply  with  and  adopt,  and  yet  this  houfe  being 
defirous  of  making  ufe  of  all  proper  means  to  effe£l  a  reconciliation, 
do  recommend  it  to  their  delegates  to  lay  the  fame  plan  hffore  the 
Continental  Congrefs,  for  their  confideration. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

Richard  Smithy  clerk  of  aflembly." 

Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  bouse  of  commons^  February  20,  1775  ; 

"  Resolved^  That  when  the  governor,  council  and  aflembly,  or 
general  court,  of  any  of  his  majefty's  provinces,  or  colonies,  in 
America,  fhall  propofe  to  make  provifion  according  to  the  condi- 
tion, cixcumftances,  and  lltuations  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  for 
contributing  their  proportion  for  the  common  defence,  (fuch  pro- 
portion to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court,  or 
general  affembly  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  and  difpofable  by  par- 
liament,) and  lliall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for  the  fupport 
of  the  civil  government,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  in  fuch 
province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal  Ihall  be  ap- 
proved by  his  majefty,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  for 
fo  long  as  fuch  provinon  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in 
refped.  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  affefs- 
ment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue 
to  levy,  or  to  impofe,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  neat  pro- 
duce of  the  duties,  lad  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
fuch  province,  or  colony,  refpeiftively." 

Ordered^  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  taking 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America ;  after  fome  time  fpent 
therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported 
from  the  committee,  that  they  had  come  to  fome  refolutions  which 
he  was  denred  to  report,  but  not  having  finiflied  the  buiinefs,  defir- 
ed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congrefs  came 
into  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  his  majefty's  moft  faithful  fubjeds, 
in  thefc  colonies,  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  fituation, 
by  the  attempts  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  to  carry  into  execution,  by 
force  of  arms,  feveral  unconftitutional  and  oppreffive  ads  of  the 
Britifli  parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America  ;  to  enforce  the  col- 
ledion  of  thofe  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the  conftitw- 
tion  and  internal  police  of  fome  of  thefe  colonies,  in  violation  of 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  colonifts. 

?Toftilities  being  adually  commenced  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
by  the  Britilli  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Ga^e,  and  the 
lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  deftroyed,  the 
town  of  Bofton  having  not  only  been  long  occupied  as  a  garrifoned 
town  in  an  enemy's  country,  but  the   inhabitants    thereof  treated 
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■with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juftified  even  towards  declared 
enemies ;  large  re-inforcements  too  being  ordered  and  loon  expedted, 
for  the  (iechred  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  colonies  to  fubmit  to 
the  operation  of  the  laid  acts  ;  that  therefore,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe of  fecuring  and  defending  thefe  colonies,  and  preferving  them 
in  fafety  againfl;  all  attempts  to  carry  the  faid  afts  into  execution, 
by  force  of  arms,  thefe  colonies,  be  immediately  put  into  a  ftate  of 
defence. 

But,  as  we  moft  ardently  wifli  for  a  reftoration  of  the  harmony 
formerly  fubfifting  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe  colonies, 
the  interruption  of  which  muft,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly  injuri- 
ous to  both  countries,  that  with  a  fincere  defign  of  contributing  by- 
all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  a  juft  regard  for 
the  undoubted  rights  and  true  intrefts  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  pro- 
motion of  this  moft  defirable  reconciliation,  an  humble  and  duti- 
ful petition  be  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

Resolved,  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening  a  negoci- 
ation,  in  order  to  accomodate  the  unhappy  difputes  fubfifting  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  and  that  this  be  made  a 
part  of  the  petition  to  the  king. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  militia  of  New- York  be  armed 
and  trained,  and  in  conftantreadinefs  to  aft  at  a  moment's  warning  ; 
and  that  a  number  of  men  be  immediately  embodied  and  kept  in 
that  city,  and  fo  difpofed  of  as  to  give  prote<flion  to  the  inhabitants, 
in  cafe  any  infult  Ihould  be  offered  by  the  troops,  that  may  land 
there,  and  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  gain  pof- 
feflion  of  the  city,  and  interrupt  its  intercourfe  with  the   country.  ■ 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial 
convention  at  New-York,  to  perfevere  the  more  vigoroully  in  pre- 
paring for  their  defence,  as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  the  earneft 
endeavours  of  the  Congrefs,  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  by  conciliatory  mea- 
fures, will  be  fuccefsful. 

Upon  motion.  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr, 
iDeane,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  leuer  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada. 

■  Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideratioa 
the  ftate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 
.«»®^ 

SaiuRdat,   May   27,    1775. 
.    The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  conven- 
tion of  New-Jerfey,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  is  a  gentleman  in  town  who 
can  give  a  full  and  juft  account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced,  whicU  was  done. 

Vol,!.  O 
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The  committee  appointed  to  draus^ht  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  brou;^ht  in  the  letter,  which  was  read,  and  after  fomc 
debate,  re-committed  to  the  fame  committee. 

Upon  motion,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Wafbington,  Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be  a  com- 
mittee, to  coniider  on  ways  and  means  to  fupply  thefe  colonies 
vith  ammunition  and  fflilitar^'  ftores. 

Upon  motion,  The  memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and  John  Mur- 
ray, "  defiring  to  be  redored  to  their  former  fituation  with  refpedl 
to  their  commercial  privileges,"  was  taken  into  conlideration,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Eesolved,  That  where  any  perfon  hath  been  or  fhall  be  ad- 
jud:.;cd  by  a  committee,  to  have  violated  the  continental  afTocia- 
tion,  and  fuch  offender  fhall  fatisfy  the  convention  of  the  colony, 
where  the  offence  was  or  fhall  be  committed,  or  the  committee  of 
the  parifh  of  St.  John's,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  if  the  offence 
be  committed  there,  of  his  contrition  for  his  offence,  and  fincere 
refolution  to  conform  to  the  alTociation  for  the  future,  the  faid 
convention,  or  committee  of  the  parifli  of  St.  John's  afcrefaid, 
may  fettle  the  terms  upon  which  he  may  be  reflored  to  the  fiivour 
and  forgivenefs  of  the  public,  and  that  the  terms  be  publifhed. 

Ordered^  That  this  be  made  public. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poflponed  till  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  at  nine  o'clock. 

MoNDAr,  May  29,    1775. 
The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cana- 
da, was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read,  and 
approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  oppressed  inhabitants  of  Canada* 

FRIENDS    AND    COUNTRYMEN, 

Alarmed  by  the  defigns  of  an  arbitrary  minlflry,  to  extirpate 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America,  a  fenfe  of  common  danger 
confpired  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call  your 
attention,  by  our  late  addrefs,  to  this  very  important  objedl." 

Since  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  we  have  been  happy  in  con- 
fidering  you  as  fellow-fubjefts,  and  from  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  plan  for  fubjugating  the  continent,  we  have  viewed 
you  as  fellow-fufTerers  with  us.  As  we  were  both  entitled  by  the 
bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to  freedom,  and  being  both  de- 
voted by  the  cruel  edids  of  a  defpotic  adminiflration,  to  common 
ruin,  we  perceived  the  fate  of  the  Proteflant  and  Catholic  colonies 
to  be  ll:rongly  linked  together,  and  therefore  invited  you  to  join 
with  us  in  refolving  to  be  free,  and  in  rejeding,  with  difdain,  the 
fetters  of  flavery,  however  artfully  poliflied. 

We  moft  fincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival  of  that  day, 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  fun  could  not  fhine  on  a  fingle  freeman 
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jn  all  your  extenfive  dominions.  Be  affured,  that  your  unmerited 
degradation  has  engaged  the  moft  unfeigned  pity  of  your  lifter 
colonies  ;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  you  will  not,  by  tamely  bearing 
the  yoke,  fuffcr  that  pity  to  be  iupplanted  by  contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  men  of  rights,  be- 
flowed  by  the  Almighty,  when  avenues  are  cut  through  the  mofl 
folenin  compacts  for  the  admillion  of  defpotifm,  when  the  plighted 
faith  of  government  ceafes  to  give  fecunty  to  dutiful  fubjecls, 
and  whi.n  the  infidious  ftratagems  and  manceuvres  of  peace  become 
more  terrible  than  the  fangulnary  operations  of  war,  it  is  high 
time  for  them  to  affert  thole  rights,  and,  with  honeft  indignation, 
oppofe  the  torrent  of  opprelTion  rulhing  in  upon  them. 

By  the  introdudion  of  your  prefent  form  of  government,  or 
rather  prefent  form  of  tyranny,  you  and  your  wives  and  your  chil- 
dren are  made  flaves.  You  have  nothing  that  you  can  call  your 
own,  and  all  the  fruits  of  your  labour  and  induflry  ma)^  be  taken 
from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  governor  and  a  rapacious  coun- 
cil may  incline  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  by  their  ediils 
to  be  tranfported  aito  foreign  countries  to  fight  battles  in  which 
you  have  no  intereft,  and  to  fpill  your  blood  in  confli6ls  from 
whiCh  neither  honour  nor  emolument  can  be  derived ;  Nay,  the 
enjoyment  of  your  very  religion,  on  the  prefent  fyftem,  depends 
on  a  legiflature  in  which  you  have  no  fliare,  and  over  which  you 
have  no  controul,  and  your  priefts  are  expofed  to  expullion,  ba- 
jiifhment,  and  ruin,  whenever  their  wealth  and  poffeliions  furnifh 
fuffic lent  temptation.  They  cannot  be  fure  that  a  virtuous  prince 
will  always  fill  the  throne,  and  (hould  a  wicked  or  carelefs  king 
concur  with  a  wicked  miniftry  in  extradling  the  treafure  and 
ftrength  of  your  country,  it  is  impolRble  to  conceive  to  what  va- 
riety and  to  what  extremes  of  wretchednefs  you  may,  under  the 
prefent  eftabliflxment,  be  reduced. 

We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to  wafte 
your  lives  in  a  conteft  with  us.  Should  you,  by  complying  in  this 
inftance,  afTent  to  your  new  eftablifliment,  and  a  war  break  out 
with  France,  your  wealth  and  your  fons  may  be  fent  to  perilTi  iji 
expeditions  againft  their  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

It  cannot  be  pre  fumed  that  thefe  confiderations  will  have  no 
weight  with  you,  or  that  you  are  fo  lolt  to  all  fenfe  of  honour. 
We  can  never  believe  that  the  prefent  race  of  Canadians  are  fo 
degenerated  as  to  polTefs  neither  the  fpirit,  the  gallantry,  nor  the 
courage  of  their  anceftors.  You  certainly  will  not  permit  the  in- 
famy and  difgrace  of  fuch  pufillanimity  to  reft  on  your  own  heads, 
and  the  confequences  of  it  on  your  children  forever. 

We,  for  our  parts,  are  determined  to  live  free,  or  not  at  all  ; 
and  are  refolved,  that  pofterity  ftiall  never  reproach  us  with  having 
brought  flaves  into  the  world. 

Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  friends,  not  your 
enemies,  and  be  not  impofed  upon  by  thofe  who  •■n-iy  endeavour 
to  create  aninjofuies.    The  taking  of  the. fort  ajid  military  ftows 
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at  TIconderoga  and  Crown-Point,  and  the  armed  veffels  on  the 
Lake,  was  dictated  by  the  great  law  of  fclf-prefervation.  They 
were  intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  off  that  friendly  intercourfe 
and  communication,  which  has  hitherto  fubfifted  between  you  and 
us.  We  hope  it  has  given  you  no  uneafinefs,  and  you  may  rely 
on  our  affurances,  that  thefe  colonies  will  purfue  no  meafures 
•waatevcr,  but  fuch  as  friendfhip  and  a  regard  for  our  mutual  fafe- 
ty  and  inccreft  may  fuggefc. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your  friendfhip, 
•we  prefume  you  will  not,  by  doing  us  injury,  reduce  us  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  necelEty  of  treating  you  as  enemies. 

We  yet  entertain  hopes  of  your  uniting  with  us  in  the  defence 
of  our  common  libt/ty,  and  there  is  yet  reafon  to  believe,  that 
fhould  we  join  in  imploring  the  attention  of  our  fovereign,  to  the 
unmerited  and  unparalelled  oppreflions  of  his  American  fubjecls, 
he  will  at  length  be  undeceived,  and  forbid  a  licentious  miniftry 
any  longer  to  riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  letter  be  figned  by  the  prefident. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  Mi£B.in,  be  a  committee 
to  get  the  letter  tranflated  into  the  French  language,  and  to  have 
one  thoufand  copies  of  it,  fo  tranflated,  printed,  in  order  to  be 
fent  to  Canada,  and  difperfed  among  the  inhabitants  there. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved.^  That  no  provifions  or  neceffaries  of 
any  kind  be  exported  to  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  except  from  the 
colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  the  convention  of  which  colony  is 
defired  to  take  meafures  for  efFeftually  providing  the  faid  ifland, 
upon  their  application  to  purchafe  the  fame,  with  as  much  provi- 
fion,  as  fliall  be  necefl"ary  for  its  internal  ufe,  and  no  more. 

The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  importance  to  North-Ameri- 
ca, that  the  Brltifli  fiflaery  fliould  not  be  furniflied  with  provifions 
from  the  continent  through  Nantucket,  earneflly  recommend  a 
vigilant  execution  of  this  refolve  to  all  committees. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  refolve  be  immediately  publiflied. 

As  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  the  colonies  renders  it  high- 
ly nec2frary  that  ways  and  means  Ihould  be  devifed  for  the  fpeedy 
and  fecure  conveyance  of  intelligence  from  one  end  of  the  conti- 
nent to  the  other. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wil- 
ling, Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  be  a  committee  to 
confider  the  beft  means  of  eflablidiing  poll  for  conveying  letters 
and  intelligence  through  this  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock. 

TuESD^r,   May  30,   1775. 
The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
A  member  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  a  gentleman,  juft  arrived 
from  London,   had  brought  with  him    a  paper,   which  he  fays  he 
'received  from  lord  Northj  and  wliich  was  written,  at  the  defire  of 
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Ms  lordfliip,  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper,  under-fecretary  to  tlie  treafury, 
and  as  the  gentleman  underftood  it  to  be  his  lordOilp's  defirc  that 
it  Ihould  be  communicated  to  the  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  he 
had  put  it  into  his  hands.  The  member  farther  obferved,  that  he 
had  ihewn  the  paper  to  a  member  near  him,  who  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  hand-writing-  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  he  verily  believes 
the  paper  was  written  by  Mr.  CooiDer. 

The  paper  being  read,  is  as  follows  : 

*'  THAT  it  is  earneftly  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends  of  the 
Americans,  that  the  terms  exprelTed  in  the  rcfolution  of  the  20th 
of  February  laft,  will  be  accepted  by  all  the  colonies,  who  have  the 
ieaft  affection  for  their  king  and  country,  or  a  juft  fenfe  of  their 
own  intereft. 

"  That  thefe  terms  are  honourable  for  Great-Britain,  and  fafc 
for  the  colonies. 

"  That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faftion,  thefe  terms 
•will  remove  every  grievance  relative  to  taxation,  and  be  the  balls 
of  a  compacl:  between  the  colonies,  and  the  mother  countiy, 

*'  That  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every  confideration,  to 
be  fatisfied  v/ith  them. 

*'  That  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

"  The  temper  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  are  fo  much  againfl;  con- 
ceffions,  that  if  it  were  the  intention  of  adminiftration,  they  could 
jiot  carry  the  queftion. 

*'  But  adminiftration  have  no  fuch  intention,  as  they  are  fully 
and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  further  conceflions  would  he  injurious 
to  the  colonies  as  well  as  to  Great-Britain. 

"  That  there  is  not  the  leaft  probability  of  a  change  of  adminif- 
tration. 

"  That  they  are  perfeclly  united  in  opinion,  and  determined  to 
purfue  the  mod  efTeclual  meafurcs,  and  to  ufe  the  whole  force  of 
the  kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neceffary,  to  reduce  the  rebellious  and 
refractory  provinces  and  colonies. 

"  There  is  fo  great  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  againft  the  Congrefs, 
that  the  people  will  bear  the  temjjorary  diftrelTes  of  a  ftoppage  of 
the  American  trade. 

"  They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true." 

Ordered,  To. lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  Itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  America,  and  continued  fo  to  do  the  day  following,  when  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumcd  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  report- 
ed from  the  committee,  tiiat  they  had  proceeded  in  the  hufmefs, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  concluilon,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  rcfolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration the  ftate  of  America. 

A  letter  from  col.  Arnold,  dated  Cro-vvn-Point,  May  23,  1775, 
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•was  laid  before  the  Gon^refs,  informing  that  he  had  certain  Intel' 
ligence,  that  "  on  the  19th  there  were  then  four  hundred  regulars 
at  St.  John's,  making  all  poiiible  preparation  to  crols  the  lake,  and 
expedted  to  be  joined  by  a  number  of  Indians,  with  a  defign  of  re- 
taking Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,"  and  earneftly  calling  for  a 
reinforcement  and  fupplies.    This  letter  being  taken  in  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Connedlicut  be  requefled  imme- 
diately to  fend  a  ftrong  reinforcement  to  the  garrifons  of  Crown- 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  that  fo  many  of  the  cannon  and  other 
ftores  be  retained,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
thofe  polls,  until  further  order  from  this  Congrefs,  and  that  the 
provincial  convention  of  New- York  be  informed  of  this  refolve,  and 
defircd  to  furnini  thofe  troops  with  provifions  and  other  neceffary 
ftores,  and  to  take  effed:ual  care  that  a  fufficient  number  of  bat- 
teaus  be  immediately  provided  for  the  lakes. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted  in 
a  letter  by  the  prefident,  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  conventioa 
at  New -York. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  in  his  letter  acquaint  governor 
Tiimihull,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefs,  that  he  fhould  appoint 
a  perfon,  in  whom  he  can  confide,  to  command  the  forces  at  Crown- 
Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Thursdat  June   1,    1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  ways  and  means  to  fupply 
thcie  colonies  with  ammunition  and  military  ftores,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  v/as  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Connecticut,  or  the  general  of  the  forces  of  that  colony,  to 
appoint  commifTaries  to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward  the  fupplies 
of  provifions,  for  the  forces  on  lake  Champlain,  from  the  provin- 
cial convention  of  New- York,  and  that  the  faid  convention  ufe 
their  utmofl:  endeavours  in  facilitating  and  aiding  the  tranfporta- 
tion  thereof,  from  thence  to  where  the  faid  commiffaries  may  di- 
re a. 

As  this  Congrefs  has  nothing  more  in  view  than  the  defence  of 
thefc  colonies, 

Resolved,  That  no  expedition  or  incurfion  ou'^;ht  to  be  underta- 
ken or  made,  by  any  colony,  or  body  of  coloniRs,  againft  or  into 
Canada  ;  and  that  this  refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the 
commander  of  the  forces  at  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  tranflated  into  the  French 
lan,?:uage,  and  tranfmitted,  with  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  prcfid.-nt  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to 
New-York,  and  the  other  colonies  bordering  on  Canada. 
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A  petition  from  the  committee  reprefentmg  the  people  in  that 
part  of  Angufta  county,  in  the  colony  of  Vircrinia,  on  tht  weft  fide 
of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read, 
intimating  "  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians  on  account  of  lord 
Dimmore's  conducfl,"  and  deiiring  "  commiffioners  from  the  colony- 
of  Virginia,  and  province  of  Pennfylvania,  to  attend  a  meetin^of 
the  Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  on  behalf  of  thefe  colonies." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the  co- 
lonies of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania. 

The  Congrefs  then,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confederation  the 
ftate  of  America,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  taken  the  matters  referred  to  them,  into  confideration 
but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  tvhole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration the  ftate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Fridat,  June  2,  1775. 
The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  provin- 
cial convention  of  Mafi'achufetts-Bay,  dated  May  16,  which  was 
read,  fetting  forth  the  difficulties  they  labour  under  for  want  of  a 
regular  form  of  government,  and  as  they  and  the  other  colonies 
are  now  compelled  to  raife  an  army  to  defend  themfelves  from  the 
butcheries  and  devaftations  of  their  implacable  enemies,  which  ren- 
ders it  ftill  more  neceffary  to  have  a  regular  eftabliftied  government, 
requefting  the  Congrefs  to  favour  them  with  "  explicit  advice  ref- 
pe£ling  the  taking  up  and  exercifing  the  powers  of  civil  govern- 
ment," and  declaring  their  readinefs  to  "  fubmit  to  fuch  a  general 
-plan  as  the  Congrefs  may  direcl  for  the  colonies,  or  make  it  their 
great  ftudy  to  eftablifti  fuch  a  form  of  government  there,  as  ftiall 
"not  only  promote  their  advantage,  but  the  union  and  intereft  of 
all  America." 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  farther  confideration. 
Doctor    Benjamin  Church  being   direded  by  the  convention  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  to   confer  with  the    Congrefs  refpedling   fuch 
matters,  as  may  be  neceiTary  to  the  defence  of  that  colony,  and  par- 
ticularly the  ftate  of  the  army  therein  ; 
Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced. 

After  he  withdrew,  an  exprefs  arriving  with  difpatches  from 
MalTachufetts-Bay,  the  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  letters 
from  the  conventions  of  that  colony,  and  New-Hampfhirc,  alfo- 
from  governor  Trumbull,  which  were  read. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  no  bill  of  Exchange,  drau'^.bt  or 
order  of  any  officer  in  the  army  or  navy,  their  agents  or  contrac- 
tors be  received,  or  negotiated,  or  any  money  fupplicd  to  them  by 
any  perfon  in  America  j 
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That  no  provlfions  or  neceffarles  of  any  kind  be  furnifhed  or  fup- 
plied  to,  or  for  the  uie  of  the  Britilh  army  or  navy,  in  the  colony 
of  MafTachufetts-Bay  ; 

That  no  veffel  employed  in  tranfporting  Britifh  troops  to  Ame- 
rica, or  from  one  part  of  North-America  to  another,  or  warlike 
flores  or  provlfions  for  faid  troops  be  freighted  or  furnifhed  with  pro- 
vilions  or  any  necefTaries,  until  further  orders  from  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolves  be  immediately  publifhed. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  poflponed,  the  Congrefs  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SAfuRDAT,  June  5,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  together  with  fun- 
dry  letters  and  papers  enclofed,  from  Albany,  were  laid  before  the 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  from  the  convention  of  MalTachufetts,  dated  the  16th 
May,  being  again  read, 

Fesohedy  That  a  committee  of  five  perfons  be  chofen  to  confider 
the  fame,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  proper  advice  to 
be  given  to  that  convention. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  by  ballot,  to  compofe  that 
committee,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnflon,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Recohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught  a 
petition  to  the  king. 

That  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

That  another  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people  of  Ltland. 

That  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the 
draught  of  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

That  another  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  an  efti- 
inate  of  the  money  necefTary  to  be  raifed. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe,  by  ballot,  the  feveral  com- 
mittees, when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Johnfton,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  were  elected  to  compofe  the  firft  ;  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  for  the  fecond  ; 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  W.  ^Livingfton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  for  the  third  ;  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Lynch, 
for  the  fourth  ;  and  Mr.  Walhington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  for  the  fifth. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

On  Monday  and  Tuefday  the  Congrefs  met  and  adjourned,  to 
give  the  committees  time  to  bring  in  their  report. 

JFEDNESDAr,  June  7,  1775. 
The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eflimate  of  the  money  ne- 
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cefTary  to  be  railed,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July  next,  be 
obferved  throughout  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  as  a  day  of  hu» 
miliation, fading  and  prayer:  and  that  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Paine,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  refolve  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  advice  in  anfwer  to  the  let* 
ter  from  the  convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  confidera- 
tion. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  thern- 
felves^nto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  America  ;  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair  ;  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  proceeded  in  the  bufinefs  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclulion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  them- 
felves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  America  ;  and  that  this  be  a  ftanding  order 
till  the  bufinefs  is  .compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

ThuRSDat,  June  8,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed,  that  a  major  Skene,  with  fome 
other  officers,  who  arrived  lafi;  evening,  in  a  veffel  from  London, 
were,  with  their  papers,  in  the  cuftody  of  the  troops  of  this  city  i 
that  the  faid  Skene,  has  lately  been  appointed  governor  of  the  forts 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown-Point  ;  that  one  of  the  officers  with 
him,  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars,  now  in  the  province  of  Que- 
bec ;  and  moreover,  that  the  faid  Skene  had  declared,  that  he  has 
authority  to  raife  a  regiment  in  America  ;  from  all  this,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  faid  Skene  is  a  dangerous  partifan  of  adminiftration, 
and  that  his  papers  may  contain  intelligence  of  minifterial  defigns 
againft  America,  very  important  to  be  known  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  papers 
of  the  faid  Skene  and  lieutenant,  in  their  prefence : 

That  the  committee  confift  of  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Deane,  and 
Mr.  Mifflin  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  upon  honour  to  conceal  whatever,  of 
a  private  nature,  may  come  to  their  knowledge  by  fuch  examina- 
tion; and  that  they  communicate,  to  this  Congrefs,  what  they  Ihall 
difcover  relative  to  the  prefent  difpute,  between  Great-Britain  and 
America. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  ftate  of  America,  the  Congrefs  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow at  nine  o'clock. 

Vol.  I.  P 
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Fridat,  June  9,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  from  the  convention 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  being  again  read,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  rcfolution : 

Besolvedy  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  aft  of  parliament 
for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  nor 
to  a  governor,  or  a  lieutenant-governor,  who  will  not  obferve  the 
diredions  of,  but  endeavour  to  fubvert  that  charter,  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  confidered  as  ab- 
fent,  and  their  offices  vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no  council  there,  and 
the  inconveniencies,  arifing  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  powers  of 
government,  are  intolerable,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  gen.  Gage 
hath  aftually  levied  war,  and  is  carrying  on  hoftilities,  againft  his 
majt-.fly's  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjefts  of  that  colony  ;  that,  in  order 
to  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  fpirit  and  fubftance  of  the 
charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention,  to  write 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  places,  which  are  intitled 
to  reprefentation  in  affembly,  requefting  them  to  chufe  fuch  repre- 
fentatives,  and  that  the  affembly,  when  chofen,  do  eledl  council- 
lors ;  and  that  fuch  affembly,  or  council,  exercife  the  powers  of 
government,  until  a  governor,  of  his  majefty's  appointment,  will 
confent  to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  charter. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  the 
convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SaTurdat,  June  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters,  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Ticonderoga,  Crown- 
Pr^int,  &c.  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  read;  and  the  fame 
being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolutions : 

Resohcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  towns  and  dif- 
triftsin  the  colonies  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  New-Hampniire,Rhodc- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connedlicut,  New-York,  and 
the  caffern  divifion  of  New-Jerfey,  to  colleft  all  the  falt-petre  and 
brimflone  in  their  feveral  towns  and  diftrids,  and  tranfmit  the 
fame,  v/iUi  all  poffible  difpatch,  to  the  provincial  convention  at 
New-York. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention  of  the  co- 
lony of  New-York,  to  have  the  powder-mills,  in  that  colony,  put 
into  fuch  a  condition,  as  immediately  to  manufafture,  into  gun- 
powder, for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  whatever  materials  may  be 
procured  in  the  manner  above-direfted. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  weilern  divi- 
finn  rf  Nrw-Jerfey,  the  colonies  of  Pennfylvania,  lower  countics- 
on  Df  hware  and  Maryland,  that  they,  without  delay,  colled  the 
falt-petre  anJ.fulphur  in  their  refpedive  colonies,  and  tranfmit  the 
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fame  for  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia; 
to  the  end,  that  thofe  articles  may  be  immediately  manufactured 
into  gun-powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  committees  of 
the  colonies  of  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  that 
they,  without  delay,  colle<Il  the  falt-petre  and  fulphur  in  their  ref- 
peiElive  colonies,  and  procure  thefe  articles  to  be  manufadlured,  as 
loon  as  polTible,  into  gun-powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Colonies,  who  are  poffeffedof  falt-petre  and  fulphur,  for  their  own 
ufe,  to  difpofe  them  for  the  purpofe  of  manufaCluring  gun-powder. 

That  the  falt-petre  and  fulphur,  coUedled  in  confequence  of  the 
above  refolves  of  Congrefs,  be  paid  for  out  of  the  continental  fund. 

That  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Mr. 
Johnfon,  be  a  committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  introduce 
the  manufailure  of  falt-petre  in  thefe  colonies. 

The  committee  for  examining  governor  Skene's  letters,  8cc.  hav- 
in2^  communicated  to  Congrefs  what  they  found  relative  to  the  dif- 
pute  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies; 

Upon  motion.  Resolved.,  That  governor  Philip  Skene,  lieutenant 
Moncrief,  and  Mr.  Lundy,  be  releafed  from  their  prefent  confine- 
ment, and  permitted  to  go  at  large  any  where  within  eight  miles 
of  the  city,  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  on  their  parole  of 
honour,  not  to  pafs  thofe  limits,  and  that  they  will  hold  no  corref- 
pondence  with  any  perfon  whatfoever,  on  any  political  fubjedl. 

That  Mr.  Gadfden  be  added  to  the  committee  for  examining  go- 
vernor Skene's  papers,  and  that  faid  committee  have  it  in  charge  to 
execute  the  above  refolve. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

3IoNOyir,  June  12,  1775. 

Met  accQjding  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  a  faft, 
brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

As  the  great  Governor  of  the  vorld,  by  his  fupreme  and  univerfal 
providence,  not  only  condutSls  the  courfe  of  nature  with  unerring 
wifdom  and  reftitude,  but  frequently  influences  the  minds  of  men 
to  ferve  the  wife  and  gracious  purpofes  of  his  providential  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  being,  at  all  times,  our  indifpenfable  duty  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  his  fuperintending  providence,  efpecially  in  times  of 
impending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore  his 
immutable  jullice,  as  well  as  to  implore  his  merciful  intcrpofition 
for  our  deliverance : 

This  Congrefs,  therefore,  confideriug  the  prefent  critical,  alarm- 
ing and  calamitous  ftate  of  thefe  colonies,  do  earneftly  recommend 
that  Thurfday,  the  20th  day  of  July  next,  be  obferved,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  all  the  Englilh  colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  oi' 
public  humiliation,  fafting  and  prayer ;  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts 
and  voices,  unfeignedly  confefs  and  deplore  our  many  fins;  and  of- 
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fer  up  our  joint  fupplications  to  the  all-wife,  omnipotent,  and  mer 
ciful  Difpofer  of  all  events ;  humbly  befeeching  him  to  forgive  ou 
iniquities,  to  remove  our  prefent  calamities,  to  avert  thofe  defolat 
ing  judgments,   with   which  we   are  threatened,  and  to  blefs  ou 
rightful  fovereign,  king  George  the  third,  and  to  infpire  him  witl 
ifrifdom  to  difcern  and  purfue  the  true  intereft  of  his  fubjefts,  that  a 
fpeedy-»end  may  be  put  to  the  civil  difcord  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  American  colonies,  without  farther  effufion  of  blood :  And 
that  the  Britifh  nation  may  be  influenced  to  regard  the  things  that 
belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  her  eyes  :  That  thefe 
colonies  may  ever  be  under  the  care  and  prote<f;iion  of  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, and  be  profpered  in  all  their  interefts;  that  the  divine  blef- 
fing   may  defcend  and  reft  upon  all  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,    in  their  feveral  affemblies  and  con- 
ventions, that  they  may  be  diredled  to  wife  and  effeclual  meafures 
for  preferving  the  union,  and  fecuring  the  juft  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonies ;  that  virtue  and  true  religion  may  revive  and  flou- 
rilh  throughout  our  land ;  and  that  all  America  may  foon  behold  a 
gracious  interpolation  of  heaven,  for  the  redrefs  of  her  many  grie- 
vances, the  reftoration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with 
the  parent  ftate,  on  terms  conftitutional  and  honourable  to  both; 
and  that  her  civil  and  religious  privileges  may  be  fecured  to  the 
lateft  pofterity. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Chriftians,  of  all  denominations,  to  af- 
femble  for  public  worfhip,  and  to  abftain  from  fervile  labour  and 
recreation  on  faid  day.  y 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  figned  by  the  prefident, 
and  attelled  by  the  fecretary,  andpublifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  and 
in  hand-bills. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  money, 
and  having  fpent  thereon  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day 
^Uowingj  adjourned  till  Wednefday  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDyESDAr,  June  14,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  ftanding  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolv- 
ed itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  ftate  of  America;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  pre- 
iadent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to  certain  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
port; but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  they  deftred  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  fix  companies  of  expert  riflemen,  be  immediately 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  two  in  Maryland,  and  two  in  Virginia ;  that 
each  company  confift  of  a  captain,  three  lieutenants,  four  ferjeants, 
four  corporals,  a  drummer  or  trumpeter,  and  lixty-eight  privates. 

That  each  company,  as  foon  as  compleated,  march  and  join  the 
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army  near  Bofton,  to  be  there  employed  as  light-iiifantryj  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  officer  in  that  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  be  as  follows,  viz.  a 
captain  twenty  dollars  per  month ;  a  lieutenant  thirteen  dollars  and 
one-third  of  a  dollar  per  month  ;  a  ferjeant  eight  dollars  per  month  ; 
a  corporal  feven  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  month ;  a  drum- 
mer or  trumpeter  the  fame ;  privates  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  of 
a  dollar  per  month;  to  find  their  own  arms  and  cloaths. 

That  the  form  of  the  inlillment  be  in  the  following  words  : 

I  have,  this  day,  voluntarily  inlifted 

myfelf,  as  a  foldier,  in  the  American  continental  army,  for  one  year, 
unlefs  fooner  difcharged :  And  I  do  bind  myfelf  to  conform,  in  all 
inftances,  to  fuch  rules  and  regulations,  as  are,  or  Ihall  be,  eftab- 
lifhed  for  the  government  of  the  faid  army. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved.,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  army. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  to  compofe  that  committee, 
Mr.  WaHiington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufliing,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  dated  10th  inftant, 
refpefting  a  veffel  which  is  flopped  there,  on  fufpicion  of  having  on 
board  provifions  for  the  army  and  navy  at  Bofton,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connedlicut  and 
New-York. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  Itfdf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  money,  and  the  ftate  of  America. 
This  to  be  a  ftanding  order,  until  the  bufinefs  is  compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Thuhsdat^  June  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  Nev- 
York  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  con- 
vention of  New- York,  for  their  vigilance  in  the  cafe  of  capt.  Cof- 
fin's vefTel,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  that  the  veifel  be 
unloaded,  and  the  cargo  fafely  ftored,  until  all  juft  fufpicions,  con- 
cerning the  deftination  of  it,  (hall  be  removed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  tranfmitted,  by  the  prefident,  in  a 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  convention  of  New-York. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prelident  refumcd  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  fovne  far- 
ther refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  and  confidered, 

Resolvsdy  That  a  general  be  appointed  to  command  all  the  con- 
tinental forces,  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed,  for  the  defence  of  Americun 
liberty. 
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That  five  hundred  dollars,  per  month,  be  allowed  for  the  pay  and 
expenies  of  the  general. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  general,  by  bal- 
bt,  and  George  Wafliington,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  eledled. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

-^®«^ 

FniDAr,  June  16,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefident  informed  col.  Wafhington  that  the  Congrefs  had 
^efterday  unanimoufly  made  choice  of  him  to  be  general  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  requefted  he  would 
accept  of  that  employment;  to  which  colonel  Wafliington,  ftanding 
i.i  his  place,  anfwered  : 
"  Mr.  President^ 

"  Though  I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  high  honour  done  me,  in 
tiiis  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  diftrefs,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that 
ny  abilities  and  military  experience  may  not  be  equal  to  the  ex- 
tenfive  and  important  truft :  However,  as  the  Congrefs  defire  it,  I 
ATill  enter  upon  the  momentous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  pof- 
fefs  in  their  fervice,  and  for  fupport  of  the  glorious  caufe.  I  beg 
tiey  will  accept  my  moil  cordial  thanks  for  this  diftinguifhed  tefti- 
niony  of  their  approbation. 

"  But,  left  fome  unlucky  event  fliould  happen,  unfavourable  to 
ny  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered,  by  every  gentleman 
ia  the  room,  that  I,  this  day,  declare  with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  I 
do  not  think  myfelf  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honoured  with. 

"  As  to  pay,  fir,  I  beg  leave  to  afl"ure  the  Congrefs,  that,  as  no 
pecuniary  confideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  this  ardu- 
ous employment,  at  the  expenfe  of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs, 
I  do  not  wifli  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  .1  will  keep  an  exadl  ac- 
count of  my  expenfes.  Thofe,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  difcharge, 
and  that  is  all  I  defire." 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught  a  commif- 
fion  and  inftrudlions  for  the  general. 

The  perfons  chofen,  to  compofe  the  committee,  were  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  papers  tranfmitted  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  being- 
road. 

Resolved.,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  com.mittee  of  five,  and 
tiiat  they  report  what  fteps,  in  their  opinion,  are  neceffary  to  be  ta- 
ken, for  fecuring  and  preferving  the  friendfliip  of  the  Lidian  na- 
tions. 

The  following  perfons  chofen  for  this  committee,  viz.  Mr.  Schuy- 
ler, Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Resolved,  That  two  major-generals  be  appointed  for  the  Ams- 
rican  army. 
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That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  major -generals  be  one  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  when  any  of  thefe  ad  in  a  feparate  department,  he  be  al- 
lowed, for  his  pay  and  expenfes,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dol- 
lars per  month. 

That  there  be  eight  brigadiers-general. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  brigadiers-general  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  adjutant-general. 

That  his  pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  commiffary-general  of  ftores  and  provifions. 

That  his  pay  be  eighty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  quarter-mafter-general  for  the  grand  army,  and 
one  deputy,  under  him,  for  the  feparate  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  eighty  dollars  per 
month,  and  that  of  the  deputy  forty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  pay-mafter-general,  and  a  deputy,  under  him, 
for  the  army  in  a  feparate  department ;  that  the  pay,  for  the  pay- 
mafter-general  himfelf,  be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  for 
the  deputy  pay-mafter,  under  him,  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  at  the  grand  army,  and  that  his 
pay  be  fixty  dollars  per  month. 

That  two  affiftants  be  employed  under  him,  and  that  the  pay  of 
each  of  them  be  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  for  the  army,  in  a  feparate  de- 
partment, and  two  affiftants  under  him ;  that  the  pay  of  the  chief 
engineer  be  fixty  dollars  per  month,  and  the  pay  of  the  affiftants 
each  twenty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  three  aids-de-camp  ;  and  that  their  pay  be  thirty- 
three  dollars  per  month  each. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  general  ;  and  that  his  pay  be 
fixty-fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  major-general,  acling  in  a  fepa- 
rate department;  and  that  his  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  a  commifl'ary  of  the  mufters. 

That  his  pay  be  forty  dollars  per  month. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  received  by  exprefs, 
was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken 
into  confideration, 

Resolved^  That  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York,  be  de- 
fired  immediately  to  apply  to  governor  Trumbull  to  order  the  Con- 
nedicut  troops,  now  ftationed  at  Greenwich,  Stanford,  and  pans 
adjacent,  to  march  towards  New-York. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SAi'UHDAr^June  17,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  committee  appointed  to  drauglit  a  commiffion  to  the  gene- 
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ral,  reported  the  fame,  which,  being  read  by  paragraphs  and  debated, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

IN  CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New- Hampshire^  Massa^ 
cbusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  Neiv-Tork,  Neiv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Ca- 
rolina: 

•To  GEORGE  IVASHINGfON,  ESQ; 

We,  repofing  fpecial  trufl;  and  confidence  in  your  patriotifm,  va- 
lour, conduft,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conftitute  and  ap- 
point you  to  be  general  and  commander  in  chief,  of  the  army  of 
the  United  Colonies,  and  of  all  the  forces  now  raifed,  or  to  be  rai- 
fed,  by  them,  and  of  all  others  who  fhall  voluntarily  offer  their 
fervice,  and  join  the  faid  army  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty, 
and  for  repelling  every  hoftile  invafion  thereof:  And  you  are  here- 
by veiled  with  full  power  and  authority  to  a£t  as  you  fhall  think 
for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  fervice. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  under  your  command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders,  and  di- 
ligent in  the  exercife  of  their  feveral  duties. 

And  we  do  alfo  enjoin  and  require  you,  to  be  careful  in  execut- 
ing the  great  truft  repofed  in  you,  by  caufmg  ftrift  difcipline  and 
order  to  be  obferved  in  the  army,  and  that  the  foldiers  be  duly  ex- 
ercifed,  and  provided  with  all  convenient  neceffaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduft  in  every  refpe£l  by  the 
rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  (as  herewith  given  you,)  and  punftually 
to  obfcrve  and  follow  fuch  orders  and  direftions,  from  time  to 
time,  as  you  fhall  receive  from  this,  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  thefe 
United  Colonies,  or  committee  of  Congrefs. 

This  commifTion  to  continue  in  force,  until  revoked  by  this,  or 
a  future  Congrefs. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  pre- 
fident,  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  and  delivered  to  the  general. 

Resolved  unanimously.  Whereas,  the  delegates  of  all  the  colo- 
nies, from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  have 
unanimoufly  chofen  George  Wafhington,  Efq;  to  be  general  and 
commander  in  chief,  of  fuch  forces  as  are,  or  fliall  be,  raifed  for  the 
maintenance  and  prefervation  of  American  liberty ;  this  Congrefs 
doth  now  declare,  that  they  will  maintain  and  alTift  him,  and  adhere 
to  him,  the  faid  George  Wafliington,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  the  fame  caufe. 

The  Congrefs  then  jiroceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  officers  in  the 
army  by  ballot: 

Artenms  Ward,  Efq;  was  chofen  firft  major-general. 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  adjutant-general. 
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Resolvedy  That  Horatio  Gates,  Eiq;  now  chofen  adjutant-gene- 
ral, Ihall  have  the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 
Charles  Lee,  Elq;  fecond  major-general. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MoND.-ir,  June  19,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  fundry  letters  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  New-York,  which  were  read. 

Ordered.,  That  Mr.  Henry,  jNIr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  general  Lee,  and  to  inform  him  of  his  ap- 
pointment, and  requeft  his  anfwer,  whether  he  will  accept  the  com- 
mand. 

The  committee  returned  and  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on 
general  Lee,  and  informed  him  of  his  appointment,  and  that  he 
gave  for  anfwer :  "  That  he  had  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  hira  by  the  Congrefs;  that  no  effort  in  his  power 
Ihall  be  wanting  to  fcrve  the  American  caufe." 

The  letters  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  being  taken  into  confidera- 
tion,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolve: 

That  the  governor  of  Connedlicut  be  requefled  to  diredl  all  the 
forces  raifed  in  that  colony,  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  or  recommended  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  marched  to- 
wards New-York,  to  be  immediately  lent  to  join  the  combined  ar- 
my before  Bofton:  And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  colony  of 
Rhode-Iiland,  and  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New-Hamp- 
fiiire,  to  fend  immediately  to  the  army  before  Bofton,  fuch  of  the 
forces  as  are  already  embodied  towards  their  quotas  of  the  troops 
agreed  to  be  raifed  by  the  New-England  colonics. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
be  a  coiTimittee  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiiuon  for  the  major- 
generals,  alfo  for  the  brigadier-generals,  and  other  officers  in  the 
army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  four  major-generals. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  the  two  remaining  major- 
generals,  when  Philip  Schuyler,  El'q;  was  chofen  third  major-gene- 
ral, and  Ifrael  Putnam,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  chofen  fourth  major- 
general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commlffion 
for  the  major  and  brigadier-generals  reported  the  fame,  which  being 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out,  figned  by  the  prefi- 
dent, and  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  for  each  of  the  major-generals 
and  brigadier-generals. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  get  a  number  of  commiflions,  with 
proper  blanks,  printed  for  the  other  officers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  king,  re- 
ported a  draught  of  one,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 

Vol.  I,  (^ 
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TuESDJr,  June  20,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  inflruftions  tt  the  general, 
reported  the  fame,  which,  being  read  and  debated,  were  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAr,  June  21,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Thomas  JefFerfon  appeared  as  a  delegate  for  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  are  as  follows : 

At  a  convention  of  the  delegates,  for  the  counties  and  corpora- 
tions in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the 
county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  27th  March,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Thomas  JefFerfon,  Efq;  be 
appointed  a  deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs, 
in  the  room  of  the  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  in  cafe  of 
the  non-attendance  of  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 

Attefl,  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  convention. 

At  a  general  affembly,  began  and  held  at  the  capitol,  in  the  city 
of  Williamfburgh,  on  Thurfday,  1ft  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  lord,  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of 
Great-Britain,  &c.  A.  D.  1775. 

Monday,  5th  Jime,  1 5th  G.  III.  1775. 
Resohed,  N.  C.  D.  That  this  houfe  doth  entirely  approve  of  the 
proceedings  and  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  delegates,  for  the 
counties  and  corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Rich- 
mond town,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  the  20th  of  March,  1775; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  people  of  this  colony^ 
ilri(ftly  to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 
By  the  houfe  of  burgefles, 

Pejton  Randolph,  Speaker. 

Mr.  Henry  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  the  general  had  put  Into 
his  hand  fundry  queries,  to  which  he  defired  the  Congrefs  would 
give  an  anfwer. 

The  queries  being  read  and  debated. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  pro- 
per anfwers. 

The  perfons  chofen,  were  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  general  be  allowed  three 
aids-d<'-camp. 

That  each  of  the  major-generals  have  two  aids-de-camp. 

That  their  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per  month  each. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow    at  nine  o'clock. 

Thursdat,  June  22,    1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  anfwers  to  the  general's 
queries,  reported  the  lame  which  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  brigadier-generals  be  augmented 
to  eight ;  and  the  fame  were  chofen  by  ballot,  as  follows  : 

Seth  Pomcroy,  Elq;  firft  brigadier-general. 

Richard  Montgomery,  Efq;  fecond  do. 

David  Worfter,   Efq;  third  do. 

William  Heath,  Ei'q;  fourth  do. 

Jofeph   Spencer,   Efq;   fifth  do. 

John  Thomas,   Efq;   fixth  do. 

John  Sullivan,  Efq;  feventh  do. 

Nathaniel  Green,  Efq;  eighth  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops,  including  the  volunteers,  be  furnifh* 
ed  with  camp  equipage,  and  blankets,  where  neceffary,  at  the  con- 
tinental expenfe. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers,  now  in  the  army,  receive  their  nevr 
commiflions  tlirough  the  hands  of  the  general. 

Resolved.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  Spanifh  mil- 
led dollars  be  emitted  by  the  Congrefs  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the 
defence  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  twelve  confederated  colonies  be  pledged  for 
the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit,  now  direfted  to  be  emitted. 

Upon  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania 
raife  two  more  companies  of  riflemen,  and  that  thefe,  with  the  fix 
before  ordered  to  be  by  them  raifed,  making  eight  companies,  be 
formed  into  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch  field  ofKcers, 
captains,  and  lieutenants,  as  fhall  be  recommended  by  the  afTem- 
bly  or  convention  of  faid  colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 

TuESDAT,   June  23,   1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  Crown-Point,  dated  June  10,  was  laid  before  the 
Congrefs  and  read.  Information  being  given,  that  two  officers  who 
brought  the  letter  were  at  the  door,  and  had  fome  things  of  impor- 
tance to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were  introduced. 
After  they  withdrew,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officer  commanding  in 
the  New-York  department,  to  procure,  as  foon  as  polhble,  a  lift  of 
the  men  employed  in  taking  and  garrifoning  Crown-Point  and  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  keeping  pofTcffion  of  the  lakes,  and  alfo  of  thcjr 
difburfements,  in  order  that  they  may  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  their  pay  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  officers  and 
privates  in  the  American  army;  the  higheft  of  the  officers  not  to 
exceed  that  of  a  captain,  and  that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day 
of  May  laft,  and  continue  till  they  are  difcharged. 
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Resolved.)  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  that  they,  confulting-  with  general  Schuyler,  employ  in  the 
army  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of  America,  thofe  called  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  under  fuch  officers  as  the  faid  Green  Mountain 
Boys  Ihall  chufe. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved.,  That  a  com.mittee  of  five  be  cho- 
fen  to  draw  up  a  declaration,  to  be  publilhed  by  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  camp  before  Bofton. 

The  committee  chofen  are  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton, 
Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Aofreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  fiu-ther  confideration  the  ftate  of  America, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  certain  refolutions  come  into  by  them, 
and  that  not  having  yet  finifbed,  they  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

Rsolvedy  That  the  number  and  denomination  of  the  bills  to  be 
iemjtted  be  as  follows: 

49,000  bills  of  8  dollars  each  —  392,000 
49,000  do.  of  7  dollars  each  —  343,000 
49,000  do.  of  6  dollars  each  —  294,000 
49,000  do.  of  5  dollars  each  —  245,000 
49,000  do.  of  4  dollars  each  —  196,000 
49,000  do.  of  3  dollars  each  —  147,000 
49,000  do.  of  2  dollars  ^ach  —  98,000 
49,000  do.  of  1  dollar  each  —  49,000 
11, 800  do.    of  20  doljars  each  —  236,000 


Total    403,800  2,000,000 

Resolved)  That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows: 
CONTINENTAL   CURRENCY. 
No.  Dollars. 

THIS  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 

Spanifli  milled  dollars,  or  the  value 
thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  the  refolutions  of  the  Con- 
grefs, held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1775. 
Resolved)  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  doc- 
tor Franklin,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  be  a  committee  to  get  proper  plates 
engraved,  to  provide  paper,  and  to  agree  with  printers  to  print  the 
above  bills. 

The  order  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  renewed,  and  the  Con- 
grefs adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

^»€»«B» 

SjiruRDAT,  June  24,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjourment. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  ap- 
pointed to  devife  ways  and  means  to  put  the  militia  of  America 
in  a  proper  flate  for  the  defence  of  America. 
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The  members  chofen  are  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  be  publilh- 
ed  by  general  Wafhington,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  camp  before  Bof- 
ton,  brou^'ht  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  debated,  and  af- 
ter fome  time  referred  for  farther  coniideration  till  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

^v<^«»— 

MoNDjr,  June  26,  1775. 

Met   according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  introducing  the 
manufavflure  of  falt-petre  into  thefe  colonies. 

The  ftate  of  North-Carolina  being  taken  into  confideration,  tlic 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  enemies  of 
the  liberties  of  America  are  purfuing  meafures  to  divide  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  and  to  defeat  the  American 
alTociation  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  colony,  who  wifli 
•well  to  the  liberties  of  America,  to  alTociate  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  to  embody  themfelves  as  militia,  under  pro- 
per officers. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  afTembly  or  convention  of  that  colo- 
ny Ihall  think  it  abfolutely  necefl'ary,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Ameri- 
can alTociation  and  fafety  of  the  colony,  to  raife  a  body  offerees  not 
exceeding  one  thoufand  men,  this  Congrefs  will  conlider  theiu  as 
an  American  army,  and  provide^or  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  declaration, 
and  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-cOmmitted,  and  that  Mr.  Dickinfon  and 
and  Mr.  JefFeiTon  be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  and  in- 
form him,  and  alio  the  conventions  of  New-Humpfhire  and  Mafla- 
chufctts-Bay,  and  the  government  of  Rhode  Illand,  that  the  Con- 
grefs have  appointed  George  Wafliington,  Eiq;  commander  In  chief 
of  all  the  forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TuESDAr,  "June  27,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  governor  Skene  be  fent  u-^cler  a 
guard  to  Weathersfield,  or  Middletown,  in  the  county  of  Hartford, 
in  Connefticut,  there  to  be  confined  on  his  parole,  not  to  go  out  of 
the  bounds  prefcribed  to  him  by  governor  Trumbull. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Penniylvania  take  meafures  to 
have  the  above  refolve  curried  into  execution. 
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A  letter  from  the  convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  received  by 
exprefs,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  flate  of  af- 
fairs in  the  New-York  department,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  there- 
in, came  to  certain  refolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  immedi- 
ately tranfmitted  to  general  Schuyler  for  his  direftion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great-Britain,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAr,  June  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  the  government  of  the  army,  reported  the  fame,  which 
■was  read  and  taken  into  confideration.  And  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  and  the  day  following  being  fpent  thereon,  adjourned  till  the 
next  day  at  nine  o'clock. 

Fridat,  June  30,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, which  being  gone  through,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  his  majefty's  moft  faithful  fubjefts  inthefe  colonies  are 
reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  fituation,  by  the  attempts  of 
the  Britifh  miulftry,  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  feve- 
ral  unconftitutional  and  oppreflive  afts  of  the  Britifh  parliament  for 
laying  taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  thofe  taxes, 
and  for  altering  and  changing  the  conflitution  and  internal  police  of 
fome  of  thefe  colonies,  in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of 
the  colonies. 

And  whereas  hoftilities  have  been  adlually  commenced  in  MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay,  by  the  Britilh  troops,  under  the  command  of  general 
Gage,  and  the  lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony 
deftroyed  ;  the  town  of  Bofton  not  only  having  been  long  occupied 
as  a  garrlfoned  town  in  an  enemy's  country,  but  the  inhabitants 
thereof  treated  with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juftified  even 
towards  declared  enemies. 

And  V\rhereas  large  reinforcements  have  been  ordered,  and  are 
foon  expefted,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  colonies 
to  fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  faid  afts,  which  hath  rendered  it 
neceffary,  and  an  indifpenfable  duty,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fe- 
curlng  and  defending  thefe  colonies,  and  preferving  them  in  fafety 
againft  all  attempts  to  carry  the  faid  afts  into  execution,  that  an 
armed  force  be  raifed  fufficient  to  defeat  fuch  hoftile  defigns,  and 
preferve  and  defend  the  lives,  liberties,  and  immuiyties  of  the  co- 
lonifls  ;  for  the  due  regulating  and  well  ordering  of  which  : 

Resohcd,  That  the  following  rules  and  orders  be  attended  to, 
and  obferved  by  fuch  forces  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  raifed  for 
the  purpofes  aforefald. 
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Article  I.  That  ever)'  officer  who  (hall  be  retained,  and  every 
foldier  who  (hall  ferve  in  the  continental  army,  fliall,  at  the  time  of 
his  acceptance  of  his  commiffion  or  inliftment,  fubfcribe  thefe  rules 
and  regulations.  And  that  the  officers  and  foldiers,  already  of 
that  army,  fliall  alfo,  as  foon  as  may  be,  fubfcribe  the  fame  ;  from 
the  time  of  which  fubfcription,  every  officer  and  foldier,  fhall  be 
bound  by  thofe  regulations.  But  if  any  of  the  officers  or  foldiers, 
now  of  the  faid  army,  do  not  fubfcribe  thefe  rules  and  regulations, 
then  they  may  be  retained  in  the  faid  army,  fubjedl  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  under  which  they  entered  into  the  fervice,  or  be 
difcharged  from  the  fervice,  at  the  option  of  the  commander  in 
chief. 

II.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  foldiers,  dili- 
gently to  attend  divine  fervice  ;  and  all  officers  and  foldiers  who 
fhall  behave  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  wor- 
fhip,  fhall,  if  commiffionsd  officers,  be  brought  before  a  court-mar- 
tial, there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  prefident; 
if  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  perfoii  fo  offending, 
fhall,  for  his  firft  offence,  forfeit  one  fixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  de- 
ducted out  of  his  next  pay  ;  for  the  fecond  offence,  he  fhall  not  on- 
ly forfeit  a  like  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
for  every  like  offence,  fliall  fuffer  and  pay  in  like  manner ;  which 
money  fo  forfeited,  fhall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  fick  foldiers  of 
the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

III.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  ufe  any- 
profane  oath  or  execration,  fnall  incur  the  penalties  expreffed  in 
the  foregoing  article  ;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be  thus  guilty 
of  profane  curfing  or  fwearing,  ht  fliall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and 
every  fuch  offence,  the  fum  of  four  fliillings,  lawful  money. 

IV.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  behave  himfelf  with  con- 
tempt or  difrefpeft  towards  the  general  or  generals,  or  commanders 
in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  or  fhall  fpeak  falfe  words,  tend- 
ing to  his  or  their  hurt  or  difhonour,  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court-mar- 
tial. 

V.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  Avho  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or  join 
in  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to 
■which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of 
the  continental  forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  or  in  any  part,  poft, 
detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  v/hatfoever,  fliall  fuffer 
fuch  punifhment,  as  by  a  general  court-martial  fliall  be  ordered. 

VI.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  who  be- 
ing prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  feditibn,  does  not  ufe  his  utmofl  en- 
deavours to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
mutiny,  or  intended  mv.nity,  does  not,  without  delay,  give  infor- 
mation thereof  to  the  commanding  officer,  fliall  be  punilhed  by  or- 
der of  a  general  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  of- 
fence. - 

VII.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  flrike  his  fuperior  officer; 
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or  draw,  or  oiTer  to  draw,  or  fliall  life  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any 
■violence  againfl:  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  or  Ihall  diiobey  any  lawful  commands  of  his 
iixperior  officer,  lliall  fuffer  fuch  puniihment  as  fliali,  according"  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general 
court-martial. 

VIII.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  who  fhall  de- 
fert,  or  without  leave  of  his  commanding  officer,  abfent  himfelf 
from  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  de- 
tachment of  the  fame,  Uuill,  upon  being  convicled  thereof,  be  pu- 
nifhed  acc'ording  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of 
a  general  court-martial. 

IX.  Whatfoever  officer,  or  foldier,  fhall  be  convifted  of  having 
advifed  or  perfuadedany  other  officer,  or  foldier,  to  defert,  fliall  fuf- 
fer fuch  puniOiment,  as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  gene- 
ral court-martial. 

X.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  foever,  fhall  have  power  to 
part  and  cjuell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders,  though  the  per- 
fons  concerned,  fhould  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop,  or  com- 
pany ;  and  either  order  officers  to  be  arrefted,  or  non-coramiffion- 
ed  officers,  or  foldiers,  to  be  confined  and  imprifoned,  till  their 
proper  fuperior  officers  fliall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and  whoe- 
ver lliall  refufe  to  obey  fuch  officer,  (though  of  an  inferior  rank,)  or 
&all  draw  his  fword  upon  him,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

XI.  No  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  provoking 
fpceches  or  geftures  to  another,  nor  ffiall  prefume  to  fend  a  chal- 
lenge to  anyperfon  to  fight  a  duel:  And  whoever  fhall,  knowingly 
and  willingly,  fuffer  any  perfon  whatfoever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a 
duel,  or  fhall  fecond,  promote,  or  cai-ry  any  challenge,  ffiall  be 
deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  upbraid 
another  for  refufmg  a  challenge,  fhall  alfo  be  confidered  as  a  chal- 
lenger; and  all  fuch  offenders,  in  any  of  thefe  or  fuch  like  cafes, 
fhall  be  puniffied  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XII.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a  march,  ffiall 
keep  good  order,  and,  to  the  utmofl  of  his  power,  redrefs  all  fuch 
abufes  or  diforders  which  may  be  com.mitted  by  any  officer  or  fol- 
di^'r  under  his  command :  If  upon  any  complaint  being  made  to  him, 
of  officers  or  foldiers  beating,  or  otherwife  ill-treating  anyperfon, 
or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  difquietlng  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  continent;  he  the  faid  commander,  who  fhall  refufe  or 
emit  to  fee  juftice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation 
made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the  offender's  wages 
lliall  enable  him  or  them,  fliall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  punifhed 
as  ordered  by  a  general  coui  t-martial,  in  fuch  manner  as  if  he  him- 
felf had  committed  the  crimes  or  diforders  complained  of. 

XIII.  If  any  officer  fhould  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his  co- 
lonel or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  fhall,  upondue 
application  made  to  him,  be  rcfufed  to  be  redrelTed,  he  may  com- 
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plain  to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental 
forces,  in  order  to  obtain  juftice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  exa- 
mine into  faid  complaint,  and  fee  that  juftice  be  done. 

XIV.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier,  lliall  think  himfelf  wrong- 
ed by  his  captain  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company 
to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to  lummon  a  regi- 
mental court-martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the  complainant;  from 
which  regimental  court-martial,  either  party  may,  if  he  thinks  him- 
felf ftill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  but  if,  upon 
a  fecond  hearing,  the  appeal  Ihall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and 
groundlcfs,  the  perlbn  fo  appealing,  Iball  be  puniftied  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  general  court-martial. 

XV.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  fliall  be 
convicted,  at  a  regimental  court-martial,  of  having  fold,  or  defign- 
edly,  or  through  negleft,  wafted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provi- 
fions,  or  other  military  ftores,  delivered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  this  continent,  Ihall,  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a 
private  centinel;  and  if  a  private  foldier,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  puniih- 
ment  as  ftiall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVI.  AUnon-commiftioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  ftiall  be 
found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  frohi  their 
commanding  officer,  ffiall  fufter  fuch  punlffimentas  ffiall  be  infiided 
on  him  or  tliem  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVII.  No  officer  or  foldier  Ihall  lie  out  of  .his  quarters  or  camn, 
without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon 
penalty  of  being  puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
order  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XVIII.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  ffiall  retire 
to  his  quarters,  or  tent,  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  default  of 
v/hich,  he  ffiall  be  puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

XIX.  No  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  ffiall  fail 
of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercife, 
or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not 
prevented  by  ficknefs  or  fome  other  evident  neccffity;  or  ffiall  go 
from  the  faid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave 
from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  ftiall  be  regularly  difmiiTed 
or  relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  puniflied  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XX.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on 
his  guard,  party,  or  duty,  under  arms,  ffiall  be  cafhiered  for  it;  any 
non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  Ihall  fuffer  fuch  pu- 
niffiment  a<5  Ihall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court- 
martial. 

XXI.  Whatfoever  centinel  (liall  be  found  {leaping  upon  his  poft, 
or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  Ihall  be  regularly  relieved,  fhall  fuff':;r 
fuch  punifhment  i's  Ihall  b.";  ordcrsd  by  the  fentence  of  a  general 
court-martial. 

V'or.  I.  R 


^* 


124  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

XXII.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who,  by 
difcharging  of  fire-arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
■whatfoever,  Ihall  occafion  falfe  alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  fliall 
fufFer  fuch  punilhrnent  as  fliall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  ge- 
neral court-martial. 

XXIII.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall,  without  urgent  necef- 
fity,  or  without  leave  of  his  fuperior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  di- 
vifion,  ftiall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXIV.  No  officer  or  foldier  fliall  do  violence,  or  offer  any  in- 
fult,  or  abufe,  to  any  perfon  who  fliall  bring  provifions,  or  other  ne- 
ceffaries,  to  the  camp  or  quarters  of  the  continental  army ;  any  of- 
ficer or  foldier  fo  offending,  fliall,  upon  complaint  being  made  to 
the  commanding  officer,  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as  fliall  be  ordered 
by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

XXV.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fliall  fliamefully  abandon  any 
pofl;  committed  to  his  charge,  or  fliall  fpeak  words  inducing  others 
to  do  the  like,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  fliall  fuffer  death  imme- 
diately. 

XXVI.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  who  fliall 
make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  perfon  v-fho  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  v/ar,  or  fliall  pre- 
fume  to  give  a  parole,  or  watch-word,  different  from  what  he  receiv- 
ed, fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifliment  as  fliall  be  ordered 
by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XXVII.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  fliall  re- 
lieve the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  Ihall  know- 
ingly harbour  or  protedl  an  enemy,  fliall  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as 
by  a  general  court-martial  fliall  be  ordered.    ^ 

XXVIII.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army,  fliall 
be  convifted  of  holding  corrcfpondence  with,  or  of  giving  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy,  either  direclly  or  indireftly,  fiiall  fuffer  fuch 
punifliment  as  by  a  general  court-martial  fliall  be  ordered. 

XXIX.  All  public  fi;ores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or  magazines, 
v/hether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing,  orprovlaons,  fliall  be 
fecured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  Ir.all  leave  hi?  pcft  or  colours,  in 
time  of  an  eng^-^ement,  to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fliall,  upon 
being  convicled  thereof  before  a  general  court-martial,  fuffer  fuch 
punilhrnent  as  by  the  faid  court-martial  fliall  be  ordered. 

XXXI.  If  any  commander  of  any  pofl:,  intrenchment,  or  fortrefs, 
fliall  be  compelled,  by  the  officers  or  foldiers  under  his  command,  to 
give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to  ab:mdcn  it,  the  commiffioned  oflicer, 
non-commiffioned  officers,  or  foldiers,  who  fliall  be  convid'ted  of  hav- 
ing fo  offended,  fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifliment  as  may 
be  inflidr'd  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-jiiavtial. 

XXXII.  All  futtlers  and  retailers  to  -a  camp,  and  all  perfcu'-: 
whatfoever,  fcrving  v/ith  the  continenf.iI  army  in  the  field,  thcui;b 
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notinlifted  foldiers,  are  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  articles,  rules,  ♦and  re- 
gulations of  the  continental  army. 

XXXIII.  No  general  court-martial  fliall  confift  of  a  lefs  number 
than  thirteen,  none  of  which  Ihall  be  under  the  degree  of  a  commif- 
fioned  ofticer;  and  the  prclidcnt  fliall  be  a  field  officer:  And  the 
prefident  of  each  and  every  court-martial,  whether  general  or  regi- 
mental, fliall  have  power  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  every  witnefs,  in 
order  tO'  the  trial  of  offenders.  And  the  members  of  all  courts-mar- 
tial fliall  be  duly  fworn  by  the  prefident ;  and  the  next  in  rank  on 
the  court-martial,  Ihifll  adminifter  the  oath  to  the  prefident. 

XXXIV.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regirQental  courts- 
martial,  fliall,  wiien  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame  rank 
which  they  hold  in  the  army  ;  but  when  courts-martial  fliall  be  com- 
pofed  of  officers  of  one  corps,  they  fliall  take  their  ranks  according 
to  their  commiflions  by  which  they  are  muftered  in  the  faid  corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial,  are  to  behave  with 
calmnefs,  decency,  and  impartiality;  and  in  giving  of  their  votes, 
are  to  bc,o;in  with  the  youngefl;  or  lowen;  in  commiffion. 

'XXXVI.  No  field  officer  Ihall  be  tried  by  any  perfon  under  the 
degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  ffiall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried 
on,  excepting  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three 
in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which  require  an  immediate  ex- 
ample. 

XXXVII.  The  commiflioned  officers  of  every  regiment  may,  by 
the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regi- 
mental courts-martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  difputes  or  crimi- 
nal matters  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  iniii<iling  corpo- 
ral punlfluiient,  for  fmall  offences,  and  fliall  give  judgment  by  the 
majority  of  voices;  but  no  fentence  fliall  be  executed  till  the  com- 
maiidini>-  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  fliall  have 
confirmed  ih?.  fame. 

XXXV  iil.  No  regimental  court-martial  fliall  confift  of  lefs  than 
five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that  number  cannot  be  con- 
veniently affembl  J,  when  three  may  be  fufficient;  who  are  likewife 
to  determine  upon  the  fentence  by  the  maiority  of  voices;  which 
fentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer,  not  being  a 
member  of  the  court-martial. 

XXXIX.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  any  fort,  caftle,  or  bar- 
rack, or  elfewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  confifts  of 
detachments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  independent  companies, 
may  affemble  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offenders  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  were  rcgimLiital,  whofe  fentence  is  not  to  be  ex- 
efrtrred  till  it  fliall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid  commanding  officer. 

XL.  No  perfon  whatfoever  Ihall  ufc  menacing  words,  ligns,  or 
geftures  in  the  prefence  of  a  court-martial  then  fitting,  or  Ihall  caufe 
any  diforder  or  riot,  fo  as  to  dillurb  their  proceeding,  on  the  penalty 
of  being  puniflicd  at  the  difcrelion  of  the  faid  court-martial. 

XLI.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juftice  ;  when- 
ever any  officer  or  foldier  fliall  commit  a  crime  defcrvlng  punilhment, 
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he  fliaH  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  In  arreft ;  if 
a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  be  imprifoned  till  he  fhall  be 
either  tried  by  a  court-martial,  or  Ihall  be  lawfully  difcharged  by- 
proper  authority. 

XLII.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  ffiall  be  put  in  arreft,  or  impri- 
fonment,  fhall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or 
till  fuch  time  as  a  court-martial  cj{n  be  conveniently  affembled. 

XLIII.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-  marfhal,  ffiall 
refute  to  receive  or  keep  any  priibner  committed  to  his  charge,  by 
an  officer  belonging  to  the  continental  forces  ;  which  officer  ffiall 
at  the  fame  time  deliver  an  account  in  writing,  figned  by  himfelf, 
of  the  crime  with  which  the  faid  prifoner  is  charged. 

XLIV.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-marffial,  ffiall 
prefume  to  releafe  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without 
proper  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  ffiall  he  fufFer  any  prifoner  to  ef- 
cape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  puniffied  for  it,  by  the  fentence  of  a 
general  court-martial. 

XLV.  Every  officer  or  provoft-marffial,  to  whofe  charge  prifo- 
ners  ffiall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  fuch  commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  ffiall  be  relieved 
from  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment 
to  whom  the  prifoner  belongs  (where  the  prifoner  is  confined  upon 
the  guard  belonging  to  the  faid  regiment,  and  that  his  offi^nce  only 
relates  to  the  negle£l  of  duty  in  his  own  corps)  or  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of  being  puniffied  for  his  dlf- 
obedience  or  negle(fl,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

XLVI.  And  If  any  officer  under  arreft  ihall  leave  his  confine- 
ment before  he  is  fet  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or 
by  a  fuperior  power,  he  ffiall  be  caffiiered  for  it. 

XLVII.  Whatfoever  commlffioned  officer  ffia'U  be  ccnvidled  be- 
fore a  general  court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcaudalous,  infamous 
manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming  the  charafter  of  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman,  ffiall  be  difcharged  from  the  fervlce. 

XLVIII.  All  officers,  conduftors,  gunners,  matrolTes,  drivers, 
or  any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire,  in  the  fer- 
vicfc  of  the  continental  artillery,  ffiall  be  governed  b)'-  the  aforefaid 
rules  and  articles,  and  ffiall  be  fubje£t  to  be  tried  by  courts-martial, 
in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldicrs  of  the  continental 
troops. 

XLIX.  For  differences  arlftng  amongft  themfelves,  or  in  mat- 
ters relating  folely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be 
compofed  of  their  own  officers  ;  but  were  a  number  fufficient  of  fuch 
officers  cannot  be  aiTembled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are 
interefted,  the  officers  of  artillery  ffiall  fit  in  courts-martial,  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

L.  All  crimes,  not  capital,  and  all  diforders  and  neglefts,  which 
officers  and  foldlers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or- 
der and  military  dlfclpllne,  though  not  mentioned   in   the  articles 
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of  %var,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  general  or  regimental 
court-inartial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence, 
aild  be  punilhed  at  their  difcretion. 

LI.  That  no  perfons  fliall  be  fentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  fuffcr 
death,  except  in  the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  nr- 
ticles  ;  nor  fhall  any  punifliment  be  inflicted  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
court-martial,  other  than  degrading,  cafliiering,  drumn^ing  out  of 
of  the  army,  whipping  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  laflies,  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding two  months  pay  of  the  offender,  imprifonment  not  exceed- 
ing one  month. 

LII.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment  are  to  appoint 
fome  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fuch  regiment,  to  receive  all  fuch 
fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  fore- 
going articles,  and  fhall  direA  the  fame  to  be  carefully  and  ^^jroper- 
ly  applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  fick,  wounded,  or  necellitous  foldiers, 
as  belong  to  fuch  re3"iment  ;  and  fuch  perfon  Ihall  account  with 
fuch  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application  thereof. 

LIII.  All  members  fitting  in  courts-martial  (hall  be  fworn  by 
the  prefident  of  laid  courts,  which  prefident  fliall  himfelf  be  fworn 
by  the  officer  in  faid  court  next  In  rank : — The  oath  to  be  admini- 
flered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  in 
form  following,  viz. 

"  You  A..  B.  fwear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  impar- 
tially determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  now  to  be  tried,  accor- 
ding to  the  rules  for  regulating  the  continental  army.  So  help  you 
God. 

LIV.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  cafe,  before  a 
court-martial,  who  iliall  refufe  to  give  evidence,  fhall  be  puniflied 
for  fuch  refufal  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  court-martial : — The  oatli 
to  be  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

"  You  fwear  the  evidence  you  Ihall  give  in  the  cafe  now  in  hea- 
ring, liiall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
So  help  you  God." 

LV.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
fball,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  the  muflers,  or 
from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company 
under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being 
mu  fie  red. 

LVI.  Ever)'  colonel  or  other  field  officer,  or  officer  commanding 
any  corps,  to  which  there  is  no  field  officer,  and  actually  reOding 
with  it,  may  give  fcurloughs  to  non-commiffioned  officers  and  fol- 
diers, in  fuch  numbers,  and  for  fo  long  a  time,  as  he  fhall  judge  to 
be  moftconfiftent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice  ;  but  no  non-conimif- 
fioned  officer  or  foldier  ffiall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  of- 
ficer,  commanding  the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer,  not  be- 
ing prefent)  be  abfent  above  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  Ihall 
more  than  two  private  men  be  abfent  at  the  fame  tim;"  from  their 
troop  or  company,  excepting  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fnould  re- 
quire it,  of  which  occafion  the  field  officer  prefent  with,  and  com- 
manding the  rtgimcnt  or  independent  corps,  is  to  be  judge. 
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LVII.  At  every  muflerthe  commandingofficer  of  each  regiment, 
troop,  or  company,  then  prefent,  fliall  give  to  the  commiffary  of 
muilers  certificates  figned  by  himl'elf,  fignifying  how  long  iuch  offi- 
cers, non-co-iTimiffioned  officers,  and  foldiers,  who  fhall  not  appear 
at  the  laid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  reafon  of  their  ab- 
fence  ;  which  reafons,  and  the  time  of  abfence,  fhall  be  infcrted  in 
the  mufter-roUs,  opi^ofite  to  the  refpective  names  of  fuch  abfentees  : 
The  faid  certihcates  ihuU,  together  with  the  mufter-rolls,  be  by 
tlie  faid  commilTary  tranfraitted  to  the  general,  and  to  this  or  anv 
future  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed 
thereby,  wilhin  twenty  days  next  after  Inch  mufler  being  taken; 
on  failure  whereof,  the  commiffary  fo  offending,  fhall  be  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  fervice. 

LVIII.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convidled  before  a  general 
court-martial  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the 
abfence  of  either  officers,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  private  fol- 
dier,  ihall  be  cafhiored. 

LIX.  Every  officer,  who  fliall  knowingly  make  a  faife  muffer  of 
man  or  horfe,  and  every  officer  or  commiffary  who  fhall  willingly 
fign,  dii-eft,  or  allow  the  figning  of  the  mufter-rolls,  wherein  fuch 
falfe  mufler  is  contained,  fhall,  upon  proof  made  thereof,  by  two  wit- 
neffcs,  before  a  general  court-martial  be  cafhiered,  and  moreover 
forfeit  all  fuch  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  conviction 
for  fuch  offence. 

LX.  Any  commiffary  who  iliall  be  convifted  of  having  taken  any 
gift  or  gratuity  on  the  muftering  any  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
or  on  the  figning  the  muller-roUs,  fhall  be  difplaced  from  his  office, 
and  forfeit  his  pay,  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

LXI.  Any  officer,  who  fiiall  prefume  to  mufter  any  perfon  as  a 
foldier,  who  is  at  other  times  accuftomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who 
does  not  actually  do  his  duty  as  a  foldier,  fliall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
having  made  a  falfe  muffer,  and  fliall  fuirer  accordingly. 

LXIL  E/ery  uflicer  v.'ho  fliull  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return  to 
tlie  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  or  to  any  his  fupe- 
rior  officer,  authorized  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon  under  his  com- 
mand, or  of  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  other  ftores  thereunto 
belonging,  fhall,  by  a  court-marftial,  be  caftiiercd.  : 

LXIII.  The  com.manding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop,  inde- 
pendent company  or  garrifon,  in  the  fervice  aforcfaid,  fhall,  in  the 
beginning  of  every  month  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  faid 
forces,  an  exadt  return  of  the  ftate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  indepen- 
dent company,  or  garrifon  under  his  command,  fpecifying  the  names 
of  the  officers  not  then  refiding  at  tlieir  pofts,  and  the  reafon  for, 
and  the  time  of  their  abfence :  v/hoever  ffiall  be  convided  of  having, 
through  negledl  or  defign,  omitted  the  fending  fuch  returns,  fhall 
be  puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

LXI  V.  No  futtler  fliall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  liquors 
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or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houfey  or  fliops  open,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  foldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beatinoj  of  the 
reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during-  divine  fervice  or  fermcn,  on  the 
penalty  of  L-  ing  difmilTcd  from  all  future  futiling. 

LXV.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  canin,  or  in.  any  forts,  bar- 
racks, or  garrifons,  are  hereby  required  to  fee  that  the  pcrfons  per- 
mitted to  futtle  lliall  fupply  the  foldiers  with  good  and  uholefome 
provifions  at  a  reafonuble  price,  as  they  fhall  be  anfwerable  for  tiieir 
negLe(ft. 

LXVI.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  garrifons,  forts, 
or  barracks,  Ural!  either  themfclves  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  lioufes 
or  ftalls  let  out  to  futtlcrs,  or  fliall  connive  at  the  like  exa£lions  in 
others,-  nor  lay  any  duty  or  impofitions  upon,  or  be  interefled  in  the 
fale  of  fuch  victuals,  liquors,  or  other  neceifaries  of  life,  -which  are 
brought  into  the  camp,  garrifon,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

LXVII.  That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  fliall  have  full  power  of  pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of  the 
punilhments  ordered  to  be  inflicted,  for  any  of  the  olTences  mention- 
ed in  the  foregoing  articles;  and  every  offender,  conviftcd  as  afore- 
faid,  by  any  regimental  court-marti?!,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have 
his  punilhment  mitigated  by  the  colonel  or  offi.cer  commanding  the 
regiment. 

LXVIII.  When  any  comniiffioned  officer  (liall  happen  to  die,  or 
be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  major  of  the  re- 
giment, or  the  officer  doing  the  major's  duty  in  bis  abfence,  fliall 
immediately  fecure  ail  his  effects  or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quar- 
ters ;  and  fliall  before  the  next  regimental  court-martial,  make  an 
inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  office  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  Congrefs,  or  affembly  of  the  province  in  which  the  corps 
is  ftationt-d  or  'hail  happen  to  be  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  fiich 
officer;  to  the  end  that  his  executors  niay,  after  payment  of  his 
debts  in  quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be, 
to  Ids  or  their  ufe. 

LXIX.  When  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  private  foldier, 
fliall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company,  fliall, 
in  the  prefence  of  two  other  commiffioned  officers,  take  an  ac- 
count of  whatever  effects  he  dies  pofreiTed  of,  and  tranfmit  the 
fame,  as  in  the  cafe  above  provided  for,  in  order  that  the  fame 
may  be  fecured  for,  and  paid  to  their  refpeclive  reprefentativcs.* 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufliing,  and  Mr.  Hewes,  be  a 
committee  to  revife  them  for  the  prefs,  and  to  get  them  printed. 

*  III  Congress,  November  7,    1775. 

Resoli)ed,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations  or  amend- 
ments, be  made  in  the  rulk3  and  regulations  of  the  continen- 
tal army. 

1.  All  perfons  convi(5lcd   of  liolding  a  treacherous  corrc-'p'-'nd- 


ISO  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Eesohedy  That  the  Gongrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  trade  of  thefe 
colonies. 

ence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  fhall  fufFer  death, 
or  fuch  other  punilhment  as  a  general  court-martial  ftiall  think 
proper. 

2.  All  commiflioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  court- 
martial  of  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  fhall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be 
ipso  facto  calhiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  further  fervice  as  an 
officer. 

3.  All  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  convidled  before 
a  regimental  court-martial  of  dealing,  embezzling  or  deftroying 
ammunition,  provifion,  tools,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  the  pub- 
lic ftores,  if  a  non-commiliioned  officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks, 
and  punifiied  with  whipping,  not  lefs  than  fifteen,  nor  more  than 
thirty-nine  lafhes,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court-martial  ;  if  a  pri- 
vate foldier,  with  the  fame  corporal  punifhment. 

4.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiffioned  officer  is  caffiiered  for 
cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  punifhment,  that  the  crime, 
name,  place  of  abode,  and  punifliment  of  the  delinquent  be  pub- 
lifiied  in  the  newfpapers,  in  and  about  the  camp,  and  of  that  colo- 
ny from  which  the  offender  came,  or  ufually  refides  :  After  which 
it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  in  any  officer  to  affociate  with  him. 

5.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or  join 
in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of 
the  continental  forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  or  in  any  party,  pofl, 
detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer 
death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment,  as  a  general  court-martial  fliall 
direa. 

6.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  defert  to  the  enemy,  and  af- 
terwards betaken,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment,  as 
a  general  court-martial  fhall  direft. 

7.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on  his 
guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  fhall  be  cafhiered  and 
drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy  ;  any  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier,  fo  offending,  fhall  be  fentenccd  to  be  whipt,  not 
lefs  than  tAventy,  nor  mora  than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence. 

8.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier,  placed  as  a  centinel,  fliall  be 
found  fleeping  upon  his  poll,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be 
regularly  relieved,  if  a  commiffioned  officer,  fhall  be  cafhiered, 
and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy  ;  if  a  non-commiffion- 
e.d  officer  or  foldier,  fnall  be  fentenced  to  be  whipped,  not  lefs 
tlian  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  laflies,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence. 

9.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp, 
•without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon 
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A  number  of  letters  and  Ipeeches  from  the  Stockbrldge  Indians 
were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  do  prepare  pro- 
per talks  to  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,  for  engaging  the  conti- 
nuance of  their  friendlhip  to  us,  and  neutrality  in  our  prefent  un- 
happy dilpute  with  Great-Britain. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock* 

penalty,  if  an  officer,  of  being  multSled  one  month's  pay  for  the  firft 
cffl  nee,  and  caPniered  for  the  fecond  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer or  foldi.r,  of  being  confined  feven  days  on  bread  and  water  for 
the  firft  offence  ;  and  the  fame  punifhment  and  a  forfeiture  of  a 
week's  pay  for  the  fecond. 

10.  Whatfoever  cfficer  or  foldier  fliall  mifbehave  himfelf  before 
the  enemy,  or  Ihamefully  abandon  any  poft  committed  to  his  charge, 
or  (hall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,  fliall  fufFer  death, 

1  1.  All  public  ftores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or  magazines, 
whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  provifions,  Ihall  be 
fecured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  :  And  all  commiffioned 
officers,  found  guilty  by  general  court-martial,  of  embezzling  the 
fame  ;  or  any  of  them,  fliall  forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  ca- 
fhicred,  and  deemed  unfit  for  farther  fervice  as  an  cfficer.  And 
all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  convifted  before  a  regi- 
mental court-martial  of  ftealing  or  embezzling  the  fame,  if  a  non- 
commiffioned  officer,  fliall  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  puniflied 
with  whipping,  not  lefs  that  fifteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine 
ladies,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court-martial  ;  if  a  private  foldier, 
with  the  fame  puniffiment. 

12.  If  any  officer  or  foldier,  ffiall  leave  his  poft  or  colours,  in 
time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  ffiall,  if  a 
commiffioned  officer,  be  caffiiered,  and  drummed  out  of  the  army 
with  infamy,  and  forfeit  all  ffiare  of  plunder  ;  if  a  non-commiffion- 
ed officer  or  foldier,  be  Avhipped,  not  lefs  than  twenty,  nor  more 
than  thirty-nine  laffies,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and 
forfeit  all  ffiare  of  the  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy. 

13.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
ffiall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  the  mufters, 
or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or  com- 
pany under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their 
being  muftered,  on  penalty  of  his  being  caftiiered,  and  mul*fled  of 
his  pay. 

14.  At  every  mufter,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment, 
troop  or  company  there  prefent,  ffiall  give  to  the  commiffary  of 
mufters,  certificates  figned  bv  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch 
officers,  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  (liall  not  ap- 
pear at  the  faid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  reafon  of  their 
abfence,  which  reafons  and  the  time  of  abfence,  ffiall  be  inferted 
in  the  mufter  rolls,  oppofite  the  names  of  fuch  abfcntees  :  And  the 
furgeons  or  their  mates,  ffiall  at  the  fame  time  give  to  the  com- 
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S^fuRDAr,   July  1,   1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  in  cafe  any  agent  of  the  mini- 
ftry  fhall  induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to  commit  ac- 
tual hoftilities  againft  thefe  colonies,  or  to  enter  into  an  ofienfive 
alliance  with  the  Britifh  troops,  thereupon  the  colonies  ought  to 
avail  themfelves  of  an  alliance  with  fuch  Indian  nations  as  will  en- 
ter into  the  fame,  to  oppofe  fuch  Britifh  troops  and  their  Indian  allies. 

Letters  being  received  by  exprefs  from  general  Schuyler,  which 
required  an  immediate  anfwer,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  af- 
ter due  deliberation,  an  anfwer  was  returned. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Patrick  Moncrief 
have  liberty  to  return  to  England,  on  giving  his  parole  of  honour, 
that  he  will  not  a£t  againft  the  Americans  in  the  prefent  controver- 
fy  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  .at  nine  o'clock. 

MoNDAr,  July  3,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  da^;^,  the  Congrefs  refolveditfelf  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies, 
and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported  a  refolution  they  had  come  to. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  at  the  defire  of 
the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  referred  for  farther  confideration  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

miffary  of  m.uflers,  a  certificate  figned  by  them,  fignlfying  the 
ftate  of  health  or  ficknefs  of  thofe  under  their  care,  and  the  faid 
certificate  fhall,  together  with  the  mufter  rolls,  be  by  the  faid  com- 
miffary  tranfmitted  to  the  general,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Con- 
grefs of  the  United  Colonies,  or  committee  appointed  thereby, 
within  twenty  days  next  after  fuch  mufter  being  taken,  on  failure 
"whereof,  the  commiffary  fo  offending,  Ihall  be  difcharged  from 
the  fervice. 

15.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convifted  before  a  general  court- 
martial,  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certificate  relating  to  the  ab- 
fence  of  either  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  private  foldier; 
and  every  furgeon  or  mate,  convifted  of  figning  a  falfe  certificate, 
relating  to  the  health  or  ficknefs  of  thofe  under  his  care,  fhall  be 
cafhlered. 

16.  All  officers  and  foldiers  who  fhall  wilfully  or  through  negli- 
gence, difobey  any  general  or  fpeclal  orders,  fhall  be  puniffied  at 
the  difcreticn  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  where  the  offence  is 
againft  a  regimental  order,  and  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court- 
martial,  where  the  offence  is  againft  an  order  given  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  any' detachment  or 
poft,  and  fuch  general  court-martial  can  be  had. 
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TuESD^ir,  July  4,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  refumed  and 
debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  two  adls  paffed  in  the  firft  feffion  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament,  the  one  intituled  "  An  a(ft  to  reftrain  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  the  colonics  of  Connefticut  and  Rhode-Tfland  and  Provi- 
dence Plantation,  in  North-America,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and 
the  Britilh  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under  certain 
conditions  and  limitations."  The  other  intituled  "  An  aft  to  re- 
ftrain the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South-Carolina,  to  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  under  certain 
conditions  and  limitations,"  are  unconftitutional,  opprellive,  and 
cruel ;  and  that  the  commercial  oppofition  of  thefe  colonies,  to  cer- 
tain afts  enumerated  in  the  affociation  of  the  laft  Congrefs,  ought 
to  be  made  againft  thefe,  until  they  are  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  immediately  publiftied. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  again  read,  after  fome  debatCj  the 
further  confideration  of  it  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

«»^«v- 

Wednesdat,  July  5,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Several  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

It  appearing  that  governor  Philip  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  have 
defigns  inimical  to  America  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  have  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  27th  of  June 
iaft,  refpedling  the  fending  governor  Skene  to  Connefticut,  imme- 
diately carried  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lundy  be  fent  under  guard  along  with  go- 
vernor Skene  to  Conneflicut,  there  to  be  confined  in  the  fame  mau- 
ner  as  is  ordered  with  refpecl  to  governor  Skene. 

Resolved,  That  fiich  provifion  be  made  for  the  fupport  of  gover- 
nor Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy,  as  governor  Trumbull  Ihall  think  pro- 
per, at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull  on 
this  fubje£l,  and  enclofe  him  the  above  orders  and  refolves. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  petition  to 
the  king,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Thursdat,  July  6,    1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great-Britain,  and  after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  re- 
committed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  declaration  was  re-committed 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  again  read,  and  debated  by  pa- 
ragrajjlis,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

yl  declaration  by  the  Representatives  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
North-AniericOf  now  met  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia.,  setting 
forth  the  causes  and  necessity  of  their  taking  up  arms* 

IF  it  was  poflible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  divine  Author  of  our  exiftence  intended  a  part  of  the  hu- 
man race  to  hold  an  abi'olute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  pow- 
er over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as 
the  objects  of  a  legal  domination  never  rightfully  refiftible,  however 
fevere  and  oppreflive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  might  at 
leaft  require  from  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  fomc  evidence, 
that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them,  has  been  granted  to  that 
body.  But  a  reverence  for  our  great  Creator,  principles  of  huma- 
nity, and  the  dictates  of  common  fc;nfe,  muft  convince  all  thole 
who  reflecl  upon  the  fubjeft,  that  government  was  iniUuUted  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  adminalered  for 
the  attainment  of  that  end.  The  legiflature  of  Great -Britain,  how- 
ever, ftimulated  by  an  inordinate  paffion  for  a  power  not  only  nn- 
juftifiable,  but  -vhich  they  know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the 
very  conftitution  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any 
mode  of  conteft,  where  regard  Ihould  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or  right, 
have  at  length,  deferting  thofe,  attempted  to  effett  their  cruel  and 
impolitic  purpofe  of  enllaving  thefe  colonies  by  violence,  and  have 
thereby  rendered  it  neceffary  for  us  to  clofe  with  their  lail:  appeal 
from  reafon  to  arms. — Yet,  however  blinded  that  affembly  may  be, 
by  their  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited  domination,  fo  to  flight 
juftice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  elleem  ourfelves  bound  by 
obligations  of  refpecl  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make  known  the 
juftice  of  our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain,  left 
their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  fhores  a  refidence  for  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  At  the  expenfe  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazHid 
of  their  fortunes,  without  the  leaft  charge  to  the  country  from 
which  they  removed,  by  uncealing  labour,  and  an  unconquerable 
fpirit,  they  effefted  fettlements  in  the  diftant  and  inhofpitable  wilds 
of  America,  thea  filled  with  numerous  and  warlike  nations  of  bar- 
barians.— Societies  or  governments,  vefted  with  perfecllegiflatures, 
■were  formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  harmonious 
intercourfe  was  eftablilhcd  between  the  colonies  and  the  kingdom 
from  which  they  derived  their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this 
union  became  in  a  fliort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite  afton- 
ifhment.  It  is  univerfally  confeffed,  that  the  amazing  increafe  of 
the  wealth,  ftrength,  and  navigation  of  the  realm,  arofe  from  this 
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fource  ;  and  the  minifter,  wlio  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  dire£led 
the  meafures  of  Great-Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declared, 
that  thefe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies. — To- 
wards the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  plcafed  our  fovereignto  make 
a  change  in  his  counfels. — From  that  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of 
the  BritiHi  empire  began  to  fall  into  confulion,  and  gradually  Aid- 
ing from  the  fummit  of  glorious  profperity,  to  which  they  had  been 
advanced  by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  dif- 
tradled  by  the  convuHions,  that  now  ihake  it  to  its  deepeft  founda- 
tions.— The  new  miniftry  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though 
frequently  defeated,  yet  Hill  contending,  took  up  the  unfortunate 
idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty  peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her 
faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  to  pre- 
fent  viiitories  without  bloodflied,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  fta- 
tuteable  plunder. — The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and 
refpeilful  behaviour  from  the  beginning  of  colonization,  their  duti- 
ful, zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war,  though  fo  recently 
and  amply  acknowledged  in  tlie  moft  honourable  manner  by  his  ma- 
jefty,  by  the  late  king,  and  by  parliament,  could  not  fave  them 
from  the  meditated  innovations. — Parliament  was  influenced  to 
adopt  the  pernicious  projeft,  and  affuming  a  new  power  over  them, 
have  in  the  courfe  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decilive  fpecimens  of 
the  fpirit  and  confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  concerning  the  effedls  of  acquiefcence  under  it.  They  have 
undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money  without  our  confent,  though 
we  have  ever  exercifed  an  exclulive  right  todifpofe  of  our  own  pro- 
perty ;  ftatutes  have  been  pafTed  for  extending  the  jurifdlftion  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  limits ; 
for  depriving  us  of  the  accuflomed  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  trial 
by  jury,  iu  cafes  affefting  both  life  and  property  ;  for  fufpendintr 
the  legiflature  of  one  of  the  colonies;  for  interdiding  all  commerce 
to  the  capital  of  another  ;  and  for  altering  fundamentally  the  form 
of  government  efrabliilied  by  charter,  and  fecured  by  afts  of  its  own 
legillature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown  ;  for  exempting  the 
"  murderers"  of  colonifts  from  legal  trial,  and  in  eiTcvR^,  from  pu- 
niflmient  ;  for  erecting  in  a  neighbouring  province,  acquired  by  the 
joint  arms  of  Great-Britain  and  America,  a  dcfpotifm  dangerous  to 
our  very  exiftence  ;  and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonics  in 
time  of  profound  peace.  It  has  alio  been  lefolvcd  in  parliament, 
that  colonilts  charged  with  committing  certain  oitcnces,  lluill  be 
tranfported  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  fliould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one  Ra. 
tute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  "  of  right  make  laws  to  bind 
us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever."  What  is  to  defend  us  agaiiiil  fo  enor- 
mous, fo  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  fingle  man  of  thofe  who  ariViiift 
it,  is  chofen  by  us;  or  isfubject  to  our  controul  or  infiuence  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  fuch  laws,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  th^ 
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oflenfiblc  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  adlually  lighten 
their  own  burdens  in  proportion,  as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw 
the  mifery  to  which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten 
years  incelTantly  and  inefFeclually  beliegtd  the  throne  as  fuppli- 
cants  ;  we  reafoned,  we  remonftrated  with  parliament,  in  the  moft 
mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminiftration  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  oppreffive 
meafures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  en- 
force them.  The  indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is 
true  ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  afFecEli- 
onate  people.  A  Congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  United  Colonics 
was  affembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  laft  September. 
We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the 
king,  and  alfo  addreffed  our  fellow-fubjedls  of  Great-Britain.  We 
have  purfued  every  temperate,  every  refpeftful  meafure  :  we  have 
even  proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial  intercourfe  with  our  fel- 
low-fubjedls, as  the  laft  peaceable  admonition,  that  our  attachment 
to  no  nation  upon  earth  fliould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty, 
— This,  we  flattered  ourfelves,  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the  con- 
troverfy  :  but  fubt'equent  events  have  fliewn,  how  vain  was  this 
hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreflions  againft  the  colonies  were  infer- 
ted  in  his  majefty's  fpeech  ;  om*  petition,  the'  we  were  told  it  was 
a  decent  one,  and  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  It 
gracioufly,  and  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  parliment,  was  hud- 
dled into  both  houfes  among  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and 
there  negledled.  The  lords  and  commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  the 
month  of  February,  faid,  that  "  a  rebellion  at  that  time  adlually  cx- 
ifted  within  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  and  that  thofe  con- 
cerned in  it,  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements,  entered  into  by  his  majefty's  fub- 
jedls  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies  ;  and  therefore  they  befought 
his  majefty,  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effe^Riual  meafures  to  in- 
force  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  fupreme  legi- 
llature." — Soon  after,  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  colonies, 
Avith  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  oiF  by  an  adl 
of  parliament;  by  another  feveral  of  them  were  intirely  prohibited 
from  the  fiftieries  in  the  feas  near  their  cofts,  on  which  they  always 
depended  for  their  fuftenance  ;  and  large  reinforcements  of  fhips 
and  troops  were  immediately  fent  over  to  general  Gage. 

Fruitlcfs  were  ail  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and  eloquence  of 
an  illuftrious  band  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  peers,  and  commoners, 
%vho  nobly  and  ftrenoufly  afferted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  ftay, 
or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  tliele  accumulated 
and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried  on. — Equally  fruitlefs  was 
the  interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other 
refpedlthle  towns  in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious 
manoeuvre  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  eftablifli  a  perpetual  audion 
of  taxations  where  colony  fhould  bid  againft  colony,  all  of  them 
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uninformed  what  ranfom  would  redeem  their  lives  ;  and  tlms  to  ex- 
tort from  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown  funis  that 
fhould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poilible  to  gratify,  minifltrial  ra- 
pacity, with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifing,  in  our  own 
mode,  the  prefcribed  tribute.  What  terms  more  rigid  and  humi- 
liating could  have  been  didlated  by  remorfelefs  vigors  to  conque- 
red enemies  ?  in  our  circumftances  to  accept  them,  would  be  to  de- 
ferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  arrived  on  this 
continent,  general  Gage,  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  had  ta- 
ken polfelTion  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  is  a  garrifon,  on  the  1 9th  day  of 
April,  fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  army, 
who  made  an  unprovoked  affault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince, at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a 
great  number  of  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers 
of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and  woun- 
ded many  others.  From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike 
array  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  party 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral  and  woun- 
ding more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  country  people  fudden- 
ly  affembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreifion.  Hoftilities,  thus  com- 
menced by  the  Britifh  troops,  have  been  fince  profecuted  by  them 
without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation. — The  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  general  their  governor,  gnd 
having,  in  order  to  procure  their  difmiffion,  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  him,  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants  having  depo- 
fited  tlieir  arms  with  their  own  magiflrates,  fhould  have  liberty  to 
depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  elTedls.  They  accordingly  de- 
livered up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of 
the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations  efteemed  fa- 
cred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they 
might  be  preferved  for  their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of  fol- 
diers ;  detained  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their 
moft  valuable  efFefts  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  hufbands,  children 
from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  the  Tick  from  their  relations  and 
friends,  who  wifh  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have 
been  ufed  to  live  in  plenty  and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  de- 
plorable diftrefs. 

The  general,  further  emulating  his  minifterial  mafters,  by  a 
proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting 
the  grolTeft  falfehoods  and  calumnies  agalnfi:  the  good  people  of 
thefe  colonies,  proceeds  to  "  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or 
"  defcrlptlon,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe 
"  of  the  common  law,  and  Inftead  thereof  to  puhlllh  and  order 
"  the  ufe  and  exerclfe  of  the  law  martial." — His  troops  have 
butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wantonly  burnt  Charkllown,  bcf 
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fides  a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  in  other  places  ;  our  fhips 
and  ve{r..-ls  are  feizcd  ;  the  neceffary  fuppUes  of  provifions  are  in- 
tercepted, and  he  is  exerting  his  utmoft  power  to  fpread  deftruc- 
tion  and  devadation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  general  Carelton, 
the  governor  of  Canada,  is  inftigating  the  people  of  that  province 
and  the  Indians  to  fall  upon  u&  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  fchcmes  have  been  formed  to  excite  domef- 
tic  enemies  againft  us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feel, 
and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  ad- 
miniftration  can  inflidt  them,  tjie  complicated  calamities  df  fire, 
fword,  and  famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  chufing 
an  unconditional  fubmifflon  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters, 
or  reiiftance  by  force. — The  latter  is  our  choice. — We  have  count- 
ed the  coll  of  this  contell,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  volunta- 
ry flavery. — Honour,  jullice,  and  humanity,  forbid  us  tamely  to 
furrender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gallant  ancef- 
tors,  and  v/hich  our  innocent  pofterity  have  a  right  to  receive 
from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning^ 
fucceeding  generations  to  that  wrctchednefs  which  inevitably  awaits 
them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  jufl:.  Our  union  is  perfeft.  Our  internal  refources 
are  great,  and,  if  necefiary,  foreign  afTiftance  is  undoubtedly  at- 
tainable.—We  gratefully  acknowledp;e,  as  fignal  inflances  of  the 
Divine  favour  towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit 
B3  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy,  until  we  were  grown 
up  to  our  prefent  ftrength,  had  been  previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike 
operation,  and  poffeffed  of  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With 
hearts  fortified  M'ith  thefe  animating  reflexions,  we  moft  folemnly, 
before  God  and  the  world,  declare^  that,  exerting  the  utmoft  energy 
of  thofe  powers,  which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioully  be- 
ftowed  upon-us,  the  arms  we  have  been  com.pelled  by  our  enemies 
to  alTume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard,  Avith  unabating 
firmnefs  and  perfeverence,  employ  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liber- 
ties ;  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than  to 
live  flaves. 

Left  this  declaration  flaould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends 
and  fellow-fubjefts  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  afi'ure  them  that 
■vvc  mean  not  to  diffolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  hap- 
pily fubnfted  between  us,  andwhich  we  fincerely  wifh  to  fee  refto- 
red. — Neceffity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  dcfperate  meafure, 
or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft  them. — 
We  have  not  raifcd  armies  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating 
from  Great-Britain,  and  eftabliftiinj?  independent  ftates.  We  fight 
not  for  glory  or  for  conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  re- 
markable fpe»!;iacle  of  a  people  attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies, 
without  any  imputation  or  even  fufpicion  of  offence.  They  boaft 
of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  con- 
ditions than  fervltude  or  death. 
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In  our  own  nallve  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our 
birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of 
it — for  the  protection  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  ho- 
ned induflry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourfelves,  againft  violence 
adlually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  fliall  lay  them  down 
when  hoftilities  Hiall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggrelTors,  and  all 
danger  of  their  being   renewed  fliail  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupremc  and 
impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  we  moft  devoutly  im- 
plore his  divine  goodnefs  to  proteft  us  happily  through  this  great 
confliift,  to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable 
terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  prepared  to  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London,  expreffing 
the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  for  their  virtuous  and  fpirited  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  opprelfive  and  ruinous  fyftem  of  colony  adminiflration 
adopted  by  the  Britifn  miniftry. 

Ordered,)  That  the  committee  appointed  to  draught  an  addrefs 
to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  do  prepare  this. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

pRJDAr,  July  7,    1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  v/hich  being  again 
read  and  debated,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

.mtm<^mm~ 

SAfuRDAT,  July  8,    1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  petition  to  the  king  being  engroffcd,  was  compared  at  the 
table,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent. 

To  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty: 

>I0ST   GRACIOUS    SOVEREIGN, 

We,  your  majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  of  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-lfland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Connefticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felves, and  the  inhabitants  of  thei'e  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
to  reprefent  them  in  geiu-ral  Congrefs,  entreat  your  majefty's  graci- 
ous attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe  colonies,  and 
the  energy  of  mild  and  juft  govcrinncnt,  produced  benefits  fo  re- 
markably important,  and  afforded  fuch  an  all'urance  of  their  per- 
manency and  encreafe,  that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
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•were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great-Britain  rifing  to  a  power  the 
iTioft  extraordinary  the  world  had  ever  known. 

Her  rivals,  obferving  that  there  was  no  probability  of  this  hap- 
py connexion  being  broken  by  civil  diffenfions,  and  apprehending 
its  future  effeds,  if  left  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolvedto  prevent 
her  receiving  fuch  continual  and  formidable  acceflions  of  wealth 
and  ftrength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thofe  fettlements  from 
which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfavourable  to 
the  defign  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  ex- 
pectations of  feeing  an  additional  force  and  exertion  immediately 
given  to  the  operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an 
enlarjrement  of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal  of 
ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  diflance. 

At  the  conclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the  moft  glorious 
and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  Britifh  arms, 
your  loyal  colonifts  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs,  by  fuch  re- 
peated and  ftrenuous  exertions,  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
diftinguiflied  approbation  of  your  majefty,  of  the  late  king,  and  of 
parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they  Ihould  be  permitted,  with 
the  refl  of  the  empire,  to  fliare  in  the  bleffmgs  of  peace,  and  the 
emoluments  of  vidlory  and  conqueft. 

While  thefe  recent  and  honorable  acknowledgments  of  their  me- 
rits remained  on  record  in  the  journals  and  afts  of  that  auguft  le- 
giflature,  the  parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation  or  even  the 
fufpicion  of  any  offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fyflem  of  fta- 
tutes  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies, 
that  filled  their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and  jealoufies; 
and,  to  their  inexpreffible  aftonifliment,  perceived  the  danger  of  a 
forei;?:n  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by  domeftic  danger,  in  their 
judgment,  of  a  more  dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in  this  fyf- 
t  'm  to  promote  the  Avelfare  of  their  mother  country.  For  though 
its  effefts  were  more  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  ap- 
peared to  be  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

We  fhall  decline  the  ungrateful  taik  of  defcribing  the  irkfome 
variety  of  artifices,  praftifed  by  many  of  your  majefty's  minifters, 
the  delufive  pretences,  fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feverities, 
that  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  dealt  out  by  tliem,  in  their  al- 
'  tempts  to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing,  through  a  ie- 
ries  of  years  paH:,  the  progrefs  of  the  unhappy  difTerences  between 
Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  that  have  flowed  from  this  fatal 
fource. 

Yourmajefty's  minifters,  perfevering  in  their  meafures,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  open  hollilitits  for  enforcing  them,  liave  compelled  us 
to  arm  in  cur  own  defence,  and  have  engviged  us  in  a  controverly 
fo  peculiaily  abhorrent  to  the  all'tciions  of  yout  ftill  faithful  cclc- 
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mfls,  that  when  we  confider  whom  we  muft  oppofe  in  this  conteft, 
and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the'confeciuences,  our  own  parti- 
cular misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing-  to  what  violent  refentments,  and  incurable  animofi- 
ties,  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and  inflame  the  contend- 
ing parties,  we  think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tions to  Almighty  God,  to  your  majefly,  to  our  fellow-fubjedls,  and 
to  ourfelves,  immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not 
incompatible  with  our  fafety,  for  flopping  the  further  effufion  of 
blood,  and  for  averting  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the 
Britifli  empire. 

Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  majefty  on  affairs  of  fuch  mo- 
ment to  America,  and  probably  to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  ear- 
neftly  defirous  of  performing  this  office,  with  the  utmoft  deference 
for  your  majefty;  and  we  therefore  pray,  that  your  majefty's  royal 
magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moft  favourable  con- 
ftrudions  of  our  expreflions  on  fo  uncommon  an  occafion.  Could 
Avc  reprefent  in  their  full  force,  the  fentiments  that  agitate  the 
minds  of  us  your  dutiful  fubjefts,  we  are  perfuaded  your  majefty 
would  afcribe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  even  in  our  conduft,  not  to  any  reprehenfible  inten- 
tion, but  to  the  impollibility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appearances 
of  refpect,  with  a  juft  attention  to  our  own  prefervation  againft; 
thofe  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who  abufe  your  royal  confidence 
and  authority,  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  our  deftrudlion. 

Attached  to  your  majefty's  perfon,  family,  and  government  with 
all  devotion  that  principle  and  affection  can  infpire,  connedled  with 
Great-Britain  by  the  ftrongcft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  de- 
ploring every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we 
iblemnly  afTure  your  majefty,  that  we  not  only  moft  ardently  defire 
the  former  harmony  between  her  and  thefe  colonies  may  be  refto- 
red,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  eftabliftied  between  them  upon  fo 
firm  a  bafts  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleftTings,  uninterrupted  by  any  fu- 
ture diffenftons,  to  fucceeding  generations  in  both  countries,  and 
to  tranfmit  your  majefty's  name  to  pofterity,  adorned  with  that  ftg- 
nal  and  lafting  glory,  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  thofe  illuf- 
trious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated  ftates 
from  dangerous  convulftons,  and,  by  lecuring  liappinels  to  others, 
have  eredled  the  moft  noble  and  durable  monuments  to  their  own 
fame. 

We  beg  leave  farther  to  afTure  your  majefty,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  tlie  fuftVrings  of  your  loyal  colonifts,  during  the  courfe  of  this 
prefent  controverfy,  our  breafts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  tor  the 
kingdom  from  which  Ave  derive  our  origin,  to  roqueft  fuch  a  recon- 
ciliation as  might  in  any  manner  be  inconiiftent  with  her  dignity  or 
her  welfare.  Thefe.  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as 
well  as  indication,  induce  us  to  fupport  and  advance  ;  and  the  ap- 
prehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  wnfpeakable  grief,  be- 
iiig  once  removed,  your  majefty  will  find  your  faithful  fubjeds  oa 
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this  continent  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  becH, 
•with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  affert  and  maintain  the  rights  and 
jnterefls  of  your  majefty,  and  of  our  mother  country. 

We,  therefore,  befeech  your  majefty,  that  your  royal  authority 
and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  interpofed  to  procure  us  relief  from 
our  afflifting  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  before 
m.entioned,  and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your  domini- 
ons, Avith  all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  majefty's  wife  confidera- 
tion  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating  thofe  impor- 
tant purpofes,  that  your  majefty  be  pleafed  to  direcl  fome  mode, 
by  which  the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  councils,  may  be  improved 
into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  meafures  may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  deftrudiion 
of  the  lives  of  your  majefty's  fubjecls ;  and  that  fuch  ftatutes  as 
more  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  majefty's  colonies  may  be 
repealed. 

For  by  fuch  arrangements  as  your  majefty's  wifdom  can  form,  for 
collefting  the  united  fenfe  of  your  American  people,  we  are  con- 
vinced your  majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaftory  proofs  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  colonifts  towards  their  fovereign  and  parent  ftate, 
that  the  wiflied  for  opportunity  would  foon  be  reftored  to  them,  of 
evincing  the  fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every  teftimony  of  de- 
votion becoming  the  moft  dutiful  fubjects  and  the  moft  affeclionate 
colonifts. 

That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profperous  reign,  and 
that  your  defcendants  may  govern  your  dominions  with  honour  to 
themfelves  and  happinefs  to  their  fubjecls,  is  our  nncere  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
&c.  reported  the  fame,  which  v/as  read. 

On  motion,  Resolved^  That  the  fame  committee  prepare  a  letter 
to  Richard  Penn,  Efq;  and  the  colony  agents  by  name  in  England. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  which  being  debated  by  para- 
graphs, was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

The  Tivelve  United  Colonies,  by  their  delegates  in  Congress^  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

FRIENDS,   COUNTRYMEN,  AND   BRETHREN! 

By  thefe,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that  may  defignate  the 
ties,  which  bind  us  to  each  other,  we  entreat  your  ferious  attention 
to  this  our  fecond  attempt  to  prevent  their  dinfojution.  Remem- 
berance  of  former  friendlhips,  pride  in  the  glorious  atchievements  of 
our  common  anceftors,  and  afFeilion  for  the  heirs  of  their  virtues, 
have  hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  connection  ;  but  when  that 
friendfliip  is  violated  by  the  grofTeft  injuries;  when  the  pride  of  an- 
ceftry  becomes  our  repro-ach,  and  we  are  no  otherwife  allied  than  as 
tyrants  and  flaves  j  when  reduced  to  the  melancholy  alternative  of 
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renouncing  your  favour  or  our  freedom;  can  we  hefitate  about  the 
choice  ?   Let  the  fpirit  of  Britons  determine. 

In  a  former  addrefs  we  alferted  our  rights,  and  ftated  the  injuries 
we  had  then  received.  We  hoped,  that  tlie  mention  of  our  wrong-s 
would  have  roufed  that  honed  indignation  which  has  flept  too  long 
for  your  honour,  or  the  welfare  of  the  empire.  But  we  have  not 
been  permitted  to  entertain  this  pleafing  exped^ation.  Every  day 
brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries,  and  the  invention  of  the  mi- 
niftry  has  been  conftantly  exercifed,  in  adding  to  the  calamities  of 
your  American  brethren. 

After  the  moft  valuable  right  of  legiflation  was  infringed  ;  when 
the  powers  affumed  by  your  parliament,  in  which  we  are  not  repre- 
fented,  and  from  our  local  and  other  circumflances  cannot  properly 
be  rcprefented,  rendered  our  property  precarious  ;  after  being  deni- 
ed that  mode  of  trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been  indebted  for  the 
fafety  of  our  perfons,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties ;  after  be- 
ing in  many  inftances  divefted  of  thofe  laws,  which  were  tranfmlt- 
ted  to  us  by  our  common  anceftors,  and  fubjefted  to  an  arbitrary 
code,  compiled  under  the  aufplces  of  lloman  tyrants;  after  thofe 
charters,  which  encouraged  ovr  predecelTors  to  brave  death  and  dan- 
ger in  every  Ihape,  on  unknown  feas,  in  defarts  unexplored,  amldft 
barbarous  and  inhofpitablc  nations,  were  annulled  ;  when,  with- 
out the  form  of  trial,  without  a  public  accufation,  whole  colonies 
were  condemned,  their  trade  deftroyed,  their  inhabitants  impove- 
riOied;  when  foldlers  were  encouraged  to  embrue  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  Americans,  by  offers  of  impunity;  when  new  modes 
of  trial  were  inftituted  for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed,  where  the  charge 
carried  with  it  the  horrors  of  convldlion;  when  a  defpotic  govern- 
ment was  eftabllflied  in  a  neighbouring  province,  and  its  limits  ex- 
tended to  every  of  our  frontiers  ;  we  little  imagined  that  any  thing 
could  be  added  to  this  black  catalogue  of  unprovoked  injuries:  but 
we  have  unhappily  been  deceived,  and  the  late  meafures  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  mlniftry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  objedl  is  the  redu^ftion  of 
thefe  colonies  to  flavery  and  ruin. 

To  confirm  this  alTertion,  let  us  recal  your  attention  to  the  af- 
fairs of  America,  fince  our  lafl;  adrirefs.  Let  us  combat  the  calum- 
nies of  our  enemies  ;  and  let  us  warn  you  of  the  dangers  that  threa- 
ten you  in  our  deftruAlon.  Many  of  your  fellow-fubjetts,  whofe 
fituatlon  deprived  them  of  other  fupport,  drew  their  maintenance 
from  the  fea;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  liberty  being  infufficlent 
to  fatisfy  the  refentment  of  our  enemies,  the  horrors  of  famine  were 
fuperadded,  and  a  BritKh  parliament,  who,  in  better  times,  were 
the  proteclors  of  innocence  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have,  with- 
out di{lln<Stion  of  age  or  fex,  robbed  thouiands  of  the  food  which 
they  were  accuftomed  to  draw  from  that  inexhauflible  fource,  pla- 
ced in  their  neighbourhood  by  the  benevolent  Creator. 

Another  acl  of  your  leglflature  flmts  our  ports,  and  prohibits  our 
trade  with  any  but  thofe  dates  from  whom  the  great  law  of  felf- 
prefervation  renders  it  abfolutely  necefTary  we  Ihould  at  prefent 
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withhold  our  commerce.  But  this  a(St  (whatever  may  have  been 
its  defign)  we  confider  rather  as  injurious  to  your  opulence  than  our 
intereft.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with  you  ;  and  the  wealth 
we  procure  from  other  nations,  is  foon  exchanged  for  your  fuper- 
fiuities.  Our  remittances  mull:  then  ceafe  with  our  trade  ;  and  our 
refinements  with  our  affluence.  We  truft,  however,  that  laws  which 
deprive  us  of  every  blefflng  but  a  foil  that  teems  with  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life,  and  that  liberty  which  renders  the  enjoyment  of  them 
fecure,  will  not  relax  our  vigour  in  their  defence. 

We  might  here  obferve  on  the  cruelty  and  inconfiftency  of  thofe, 
who,  while  they  publicly  brand  us  Avith  reproachful  and  unworthy 
epithets,  endeavour  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  their 
interpofition  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  deliver  us  to  the  lawlefs 
ravages  of  a  mercilefs  foldiery.  But  happily  we  are  not  without 
refources ;  and  though  the  timid  and  humiliating  applications  of  a 
Britifli  miniftry  fiiould  prevail  with  foreign  nations,  yet  induftry, 
prompted  by  neceffity,  will  not  leave  us  without  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies. 

We  could  wiih  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound  the  ear  of 
humanity,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  acls  of  oppreffion,  which  are 
daily  exercifed  in  the  town  of  Boflon,  did  we  not  hope,  that  by  dif- 
claiming  their  deeds  and  punilhing  the  perpetrators,  you  would 
ftiortly  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name,  and  re-eftablifh 
the  violated  laws  of  juftice. 

That  once  populous,  flourifiiing  and  commercial  town  is  now  gar- 
rifoned  by  an  army  fent  not  to  proteA,  but  to  enflave  its  inhabi- 
tants. The  civil  government  is  overturned,  and  a  military  defpotifm 
erefted  upon  its  ruins.  Without  law,  without  right,  powers  are 
affumed  unknown  to  the  conftitution.  Private  property  is  unjuftly 
invaded.  The  inhabitants,  daily  fubjefted  to  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  foldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove  in  defiance  of  their  natural  rights, 
in  violation  of  the  moft  folemn  compa(R.s.  Or  if,  after  long  and 
wearifome  felicitation,  a  pafs  is  procured,  their  efFedls  are  detained, 
and  even  thofe  who  are  moft  favoured,  have  no  alternative  but  po- 
verty or  flavery.  The  diftrefs  of  many  thoufand  people,  wantonly 
deprived  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  is  a  fubjeft,  on  which  we  would 
not  wUh  to  enlarge. 

Yet,  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britifli  fleet  (unjuftifiedeven 
by  aiSls  of  your  legiflature)  are  daily  employed  in  ruining  our  com- 
merce, feizing  our  fhips,  and  depriving  whole  communities  of  their 
daily  bread.  Nor  will  a  regard  for  your  honour  permit  us  to  be  fi- 
lent,  while  Britifh  troops  fully  your  glory,  by  actions,  which  the 
moft  inveterate  enmity  will  not  palliate  among  civilized  nations, 
the  wanton  andunnecelfary  deftruftion  of  Charleftown,  a  large,  an- 
cient, and  once  populous  town,  juft  before  deferted  by  its  inhabi- 
tants,  who  had  fled  to  avoid  the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

If  you  ftill  retain  thofe  fi-ntiments  of  compaflion,  by  which  Bri- 
tons have  ever  been  diftinguifhed,  if  the  humanity,  which  temper- 
ed the  valour  of  our  common  anceftors,  has  not  degenerated  into 
cruelty,  you  will  lament  the  miferies  of  their  defcendants. 
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To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  ?  If  to  any  fecret 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  let  it  be  infntioned  ;  let  us  learn, 
that  the  government,  we  have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its  de- 
feats, and  that  while  It  gives  freedom  to  a  part,  it  necelTarily  en- 
flaves  the  remainder  of  the  empire.  If  fuch  a  principle  exifts  ; 
why  for  ages  has  it  ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time  is  it 
called  into  action  ?  Can  no  reafon  be  afTigned  for  tliis  conduil  ? 
Or  nuift  it  be  relblved  into  the  wanton  exercife  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er ?  And  (hull  the  defcendants  of  Britons  tamely  fubrnit  to  this. — 
No,  firs  !  We  never  will,  while  we  revere  the  memory  of  our  gal- 
lant and  virtuous  anceftors,  Ave  never  can  furrender  thofe  glorious 
privileges,  for  which  they  fought,  bled  and  conquered.  Admit 
that  your  fleets  could  deftroy  our  towns,  and  ravage  our  fea-coafts ; 
thefe  are  inconfiderable  objedls,  things  of  no  moment  to  men, 
vhofe  bofoms  glow  with  the  ardor  of  liberty.  We  can  retire  be- 
yond the  reach  of  your  navy,  and,  without  any  fenfible  diminution 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  enjoy  a  luxury,  which  from  that  period 
you  will  want  ;  the  luxury  of  being  free. 

We  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it  called  forth  in  the 
caufe  of  juftice  and  your  country,  we  might  dread  the  exertion  ; 
but  will  Britons  fight  under  the  banners  of  tyranny  ?  Will  they 
counteract  the  labours,  and  di%race  the  victories  of  their  ancef- 
tors ?  Will  they  forge  chains  for  their  pofterity  ?  If  they  defcend 
to  this  unwortliy  talk,  Avill  their  fwords  retain  their  edge,  their 
arms  their  accuftomed  vigour  ?  Britons  can  never  become  the  in- 
ftruments  of  oppreiTion,  till  they  loofe  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  by 
which  alone  they  are  invincible. 

Our  enemies  cha-rge  us  with  fedition.  In  what  does  it  confift  ? 
In  our  refufal  to  fubmit  to  unwarrantable  acts  of  injullice  and 
cruelty  ?  If  fo,  fliev/  us  a  period  in  your  hiftory,  in  which  you  have 
not  been  equally  feditious. 

We  are  accufed  of  aiming  at  independence  ;  but  how  is  this 
accufation  fupported  ?  By  the  allegations  of  your  minifters,  not 
by  our  aAions.  Abufed,  infulted,  and  contemned,  what  fteps 
have  we  purfued  to  obtain  redrefs  ?  We  have  carried  our  dutiful 
petitions  to  the  throne. — We  have  applied  to  your  juftice  for  re- 
lief.    We  have  retrenched  our  luxury,  and  withheld  our  trade. 

The  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  defigned  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  your  protection  :  When  you  ceafed  to  proteft,  for  what 
were  we  to  compenfate  ? 

What  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours  ?  The  clemencv 
of  our  fovereign  is  unhappily  diverted  ;  our  petitions  are  treated 
with  indignity  ;  our  prayers  anfw^red  by  infults.  Our  application 
to  you  remains  unnoticed,  and  leaves  us  the  mclancholv  apprchen- 
fion  of  your  wanting  either  the  will,  or  the  power,  to  aliift  u^-. 

Even  under  thefe  circumdancts,  what  meafures  have  we  taken 
that  betray  a  defire  of  independence  ?  Have  we  called  in  the  aid 
of  thole  foreign  powers,  who  are  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur  ? 
When  your  troops  were  few  and  defencelefs,  did  we  take  advan- 
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tage  of  their  diftrefs  and  expel  them  our  towns  ?  Or  have  we  per- 
mitted them  to  fortify,  to  leceive  new  aid  and  to  acquire  addi- 
tional ftrength  ? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that  in  this  we 
were  influenced  by  fear  or  any  other  unworthy  motive.  The  lives 
of  Britons  are  ftill  dear  to  us.  They  are  the  children  of  our  pa- 
rents, and  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  of  mutual  benefits  had  knit 
the  bonds  of  friendfhip.  When  hoftilities  were  commenced,  when 
on  a  late  occafion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your  troops, 
though  we  repelled  their  affaults  and  returned  their  blows,  yet  we 
lamented  the  Avounds  they  obliged  us  to  give  ;  nor  have  we  yet 
learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vi£lory  over  Engliflimen. 

As  we  wiih  not  to  colour  our  adtions,  or  difguife  our  thoughts, 
we  fliall,  in  the  fimple  language  of  truth,  avow  the  meafures  we 
have  purfued,  the  motives,  upon  which  we  have  adled,  and  our  fu- 
ture defigns. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced  no  other  effeft 
than  frefh  injuries,  and  votes  of  your  legiflature,  calculated  to 
juftify  every  feverity  ;  when  your  fleets  and  your  armies  were  pre- 
pared to  wrefl  from  us  our  property,  to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or 
our  lives  ;  when  the  hoftile  attempts  of  general  Gage  evinced  his 
defigns,  we  levied  armies  for  our  fecurity  and  defence.  When 
the  powers  veiled  in  the  governor  of  Canada,  gave  us  reafon  to 
apprehend  danger  from  that  quarter  ;  and  we  had  frequent  inti- 
mations, that  a  cruel  and  favage  enemy  was  to  be  let  loofe  upon 
the  defencelefs  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  ;  we  took  fuch  mea- 
fures as  prudence  diftated,  as  necelTity  will  juftify.  We  polTefTed 
ourfelves  of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet  give  us  leave 
moft  iolemnly  to  affure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  loft  fight  of  the 
objeft  we  have  ever  had  in  view,  a  reconciliation  with  you  on 
conftitutional  principles,  and  a  reftoration  of  that  friendly  inter- 
courfe, v/hich,  to  the  advantage  of  both,  we  till  lately  maintained. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to  agri- 
culture and  commerce.  As  their  fafliions  and  manners  are  fimilar 
to  yours,  your  markets  muft  afford  them  the  conveniencies  and 
luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the  produce  of  their  labours. 
The  wealth  of  this  extended  continent  centres  with  you  ;  and  our 
trade  is  fo  regulated  as  to  be  fubfeivient  only  to  your  intereft. 
You  are  too  reafonable  to  expect,  that  by  taxes  (in  addition  to 
this)  we  fiiould  contribute  to  your  expenfe  ;  to  believe  after  divert- 
ing the  fountain,  that  the  ftreams  can  flow  Avith  unabated  force. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  rcftriftions  on 
our  commerce.  From  whence  is  this  inference  drawn  ?  Not  from 
our  words,  we  have  repeatedly  declared  the  contrary  ;  and  we 
again  profefs  our  fubmiflion  to  the  feveral  afts  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation, pafTed  before  the  year  1763,  trufting  neverthclefs  in  the 
equity  and  jiiftice  of  parliament,  that  fuch  of  them  as,  upon  cool 
and  impartial  confideration,  fiiall  appear  to  have  impofed  unnecef- 
fary  or  grievous  reftridions,   will,  at  fome  happier   period,  be  re- 
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pealed  or  altered.  And  we  cheerfully  confent  to  the  operation  of 
fuch  aifls  of  the  Britifb  parliament,  as  Ihall  be  rcflrained  to  the 
regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mothef 
countiy,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  refpeftive  members  ; 
excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or  external,  for  raifing 
a  revenue  on  the  fubje^ls  in  America,  without  their  confent. 

It  is  alledged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the  common  defence. 
To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  advantages  which  Great-Britain  re- 
ceives from  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion 
of  the  expenfe  neccITary  for  that  purpofe.  But  fliould  thefe  ad- 
vantages be  inadequate  thereto,  let  the  reftriftions  on  our  trade  be 
removed,  and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  fuch  proportion  when 
conftitutionally  required. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  that 
every  man  (hould  have  at  leaft  a  reprefentative  fhare  in  the  forma- 
tion of  thofe  laws,  by  which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  otherwife,  the 
regulation  of  our  internal  police  by  a  BritiQi  parliament,  who  are 
and  ever  will  be  unacquainted  with  our  local  circumftances,  muft  be 
always  inconvenient,  and  frequently  oppreffive,  working  our  wrong, 
without  yielding  any  poffible  advantage  to  you. 

A  plan  of  accommodation  (as  it  has  been  abfurdly  called)  has 
been  propofed  by  your  minifters  to  our  refpeftivc  affemblies.  Werd 
this  propofal  free  from  every  other  objeflion,  but  that  which  arifes 
from  the  time  of  the  offer,  it  would  not  be  \niexceptionable.  Can 
men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  their  breaft  ?  Can  they  treat 
■with  freedom,  while  their  towns  are  facked  ;  when  daily  inftances 
of  injuftice  and  oppreflion  difturb  the  flower  operations  of  reafon  ? 

If  this  propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer  and  we  accept, 
why  was  it  delayed  till  the  nation  was  put  to  ufelefs  expenfe,  and 
■we  were  reduced  to  our  prefent  melancholy  fituation  ?  If  it  holds 
forth  nothing,  why  was  it  propofed  ?  Unlefs  indeed  to  deceive  you 
into  a  belief,  that  we  were  unwilling  to  liften  to  any  terms  of  ac- 
commodation ?  But  what  is  fubmltted  to  our  confideration  ?  We  con- 
tend for  the  difpofal  of  our  property.  We  are  told  that  our  de- 
mand is  unreafonable,  that  our  affemblies  may  indeed  coUedl  our 
money,  but  that  they  muft  at  the  fime  time  offer,  not  what  your 
exigences  or  ours  may  require,  but  fo  much  as  fliall  be  deemed  fuf- 
ficent  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a  minifter  and  enable  him  to  provide 
for  favourites  and  dependants.  A  recurrence  to  your  owntreafury 
■will  convince  you  how  little  of  the  money  already  extorted  from 
us  has  been  applied  to  the  releif  of  your  burthens.  To  fuppofe 
that  we  would  thus  grafp  the  ftiadow  and  give  up  the  fubflanre, 
is  adding  infult  to  injuries. 

We  have  neverthelefs  again  prefented  an  humble  and  dutiful 
petition  to  our  fovereign  ;  and  to  remove  every  imputation  of  ob- 
ftinacy,  have  requ?i\ed  his  majefty  to  direfl  fome  mode,  by  which 
the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  colonics  may  be  improved 
into  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation.     We  are  ■willing  to  treat 
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on  fuch  terms  as  can  alone  render  an  accommodation  lafting,  and  -we 
flatter  ourfelves  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be  attended  v/ith 
a  removal  of  minifterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of  thofe  laws,  of  the 
operation  of  which  we  complain,  on  the  one  part,  and  a  difbanding 
of  our  army,  anda  diffolution  of  our  commercial  affoclatlons,  on  the 
other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propofe  to  furrender  our  pro- 
perty Into  the  hands  of  your  mlniftry,  or  veft  your  parliament  with  a 
power  which  may  terminate  in  our  deftrudion.  The  great  bul- 
warks of  our  conftitution  we  have  defired  to  maintain  by  every 
temperate,  by  every  peaceable  means;  but  your  mlnlfters  (equal 
foes  to  BrltUli  and  American  freedom)  have  added  to  their  former 
opprefTions  an  attempt  to  reduce  us  by  the  fword  to  a  bafe  and  abjedl 
fubmiilion.  On  the  fword,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely  for 
protection.  Should  vlftory  declare  in  your  favour,  yet  men  trained 
to  arms  from  their  infancy,  and  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty, 
will  afford  neither  a  cheap  or  eafy  conqueft.  Of  this  at  leaft  we 
are  alTured,  that  our  ftruggle  will  be  glorious,  our  fuccefs  certain  ; 
fince  even  in  death  we  ftiall  find  that  freedom  whlchin  life  you  for- 
bid us  to  enjoy. 

Let  us  now  afk  what  advantages  are  to  attend  our  reduftion  I 
the  trade  of  a  ruined  and  defolate  country  is  always  inconfiderable, 
its  revenue  trifling  ;  the  expenfe  of  fubjectlng  and  retaining  it  in 
fubjedllon  certain  and  Inevitable.  What  then  remains  but  the  gra- 
tification of  an  ill-judged  pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering  us  fub- 
fervient  to  deiigns  on  your  liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  fheathed  their  fwords  In  the  bowels  of  their 
American  brethren,  will  not  draw  them  Avith  more  reludance  a- 
galnft  you.  When  too  late  you  may  lament  the  lofs  of  that  free- 
dom, which  we  exhort  you,  while  ftlll  in  your  power,  to  preferve. 

On  the  other  hand,  fhould  you  prove  uniuccefsful  ;  fhould  that 
connexion,  which  we  mod  ardently  wlfh  to  maintain,  be  diffolved  ; 
fliould  your  minifters  exhaufl;  your  treafures  and  wafte  the  blood 
of  your  countrymen  in  vain  attempts  on  cur  liberty  ;  do  they  not 
deliver  you,  weak  and  defencelefs,  to  your  natural  enemies. 

Since  then  your  liberty  mud  be  the  price  of  your  victories  ;  your 
Tuln,  of  your  defeat  : — What  blind  fatality  can  urge  you  to  a  pur- 
fuit  deftructive  of  all  that  Briton-s  hold  dear  ? 

If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connexion  that  has  for  ages  fub- 
fijled  between  us  ;  if  you  have  forgot  the  wounds  we  have  received 
fighting  by  your  fide  for  the  extentlon  of  the  empire  ;  if  our  com- 
merce is  not  an  objecl  below  your  coufideratlon  ;  if  juflice  an  1  hu- 
manity  have  lofl  their  influence  on  your  hearts  ;  ftlll  motives  are 
not  wanting  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  meafures  now  piu- 
fiu:d  :  your  wealth,  your  honour,  your  liberty  are  at  ftake. 

Notwithftanding  the  dlftrefs  to  which  we  are  reduced,  we  fome- 
tim-Js  forget  our  own  alBidVions,  to  anticipate  and  fvmpathlze  in 
yours.  We  grieve  that  rafli  and  inconfideratc  councils  fhould  pre- 
cipitate the  dfillrudlion  of  an  empire,  which  has  been  the  envj'  and 
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admiration  of  ages,  and  call  God  to  witnefs !  that  we  would  part 
with  our  property,  endanger  our  lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing  but 
liberty,  to  redeem  you  from  ruin. 

A  cloud  han;^s  over  your  heads  and  ours;  e'er  this  reaches  you, 
it  may  p  obably  burft  upon  us;  let  us  tlien  (before  the  remembrance 
of  former  kindnitfs  is  obliterated)  once  more  repeat  thofe  appella- 
tions which  are  ever  grateful  in  our  ears ;  let  us  entreat  heaven  to 
avert  our  ruin,  and  the  deftruAion  that  threatens  our  friends,  bre. 
thren,  and  countrymen,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  addrefs  be  immediately  printed,  and 
fent  by  Mr.  Penn  to  England. 

The  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  livery  of  Londouj 
being  again  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

MY  LORD, 

Permit  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  twelve  ancient  colonies,  to 
pay  your  lorJ'hip,  and  the  very  refpeclable  body  of  which  you  are 
head,  the  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  and  thanks,  for  the  virtuous  and 
unfolicited  refentment  you  have  fhewn  to  the  violated  rights  of  a 
free  people.  The  city  of  London,  my  lord,  having  in  all  ages, 
approved  itfeli  the  patron  of  liberty,  and  the  fupport  of  juft  go- 
vernnii^nt,  agalnft  lawlcfs  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  cannot  fail  to 
make  us  deeply  i'enfible  of  the  powerful  aid,  our  caufe  m.ufl  receive 
from  fuch  advocates.  A  caufe,  my  lord,  worthy  the  fupport  of 
the  firfl:  city  in  the  world,  as  it  involves  the  fate  of  a  great  conti-r 
nent,  and  threatens  to  fliake  the  foundations  of  a  flourifhing,  and, 
until  lately,  a  happy  empire. 

North-Ani,;rica,  my  lord,  wifhes  mofl:  ardently  for  a  lafting  con- 
nection with  Great-Britain  on  terms  of  juft  and  equal  liberty;  lefs 
than  v»-hich  generous  minds  will  not  offer,  nor  brave  and  free  ones 
be  willing  to  receive. 

A  cru;l  war  has  at  length  been  opened  againft  us,  and  whilft  we 
prepare  to  defend  ourfelves  like  the  dL-fcendants  of  Britons,  we  ftill 
hope  that  the  mediation  of  wife  and  good  citizens,  will  at  length 
prevail  over  defpotifm,  and  reftore  harmony  and  peace,  on  perma- 
nent principles,  to  an  oppreffed  and  divided  empire. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord, 
With  great  efteem,  your  lordfliip's 
Faithful  friends  and  fellow-fubje(Sls. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  tranfcrlbed,  then  ligned  by 
the  prcfident. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Mr.  Penn  and 
the  colony  agents,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  up- 
proved  as  follows ; 

GENTLKMEN, 

The  perfeverance  of  the  Britifli  miniflry  in  their  unjuft  and  cruel 
fyftem  of  colony  adminiftration,  has  occafioned  the  meeting  of 
another  Congrefs. 

We  have  again  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  our  fovcreign  for  pro.^ 
tedtion  againft  the  dcftrutSlion  which  his  minifters  meditate  for  his 
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American  fubjedls.  This  petition  to  his  majefty  j'ou  will  pleafe, 
gentleinen,  to  prefent  to  the  king  with  all  convenient  expedition, 
after  which  we  defire  it  may  be  given  to  the  public.  We  likewife 
fend  you  our  fecond  application  to  the  equity  and  intereft  of  our 
fellow-fubjefts  in  Great-Britain,  and  alfo  a  declaration  fetting  forth 
the  caufes  of  our  taking  up  arms  :  Both  which  we  wifli  may  be  im- 
mediately put  to  prefs,  and  communicated  as  univerfally  as  poflible. 

The  Congrefs  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  wife  and  worthy 
interpodtion  of  the  lord  mayor  and  livery  of  London,  in  favour  of 
injured  America.  They  have  expreffed  this,  their  fenfe,  in  a  letter 
to  his  lordfhip  and  the  livery,  which  we  defire  may  be  prefented  in 
the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  that  refpedlable  body. 

"i  ou  will  oblige  us,  gentlemen,  by  giving  the  moft  early  infor- 
mation to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the  fpeakers  of  our  refpedlive  af- 
femblies,  of  your  proceeding  in  this  bufinefs^  and  fuch  further  in- 
telligence as  you  may  judge  to  be  of  im.portance  to  America  in 
this  great  conteft. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  Gentlemen,  Sec. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  and  then  figne^ 
by  the  prefident,  and  by  him  fent  under  cover,  together  with  the 
petition  to  the  king,  and  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  the  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  &c.  to  Richard  Penn,  Efq. 
and  that  the  prefident  requeft  Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs, 
to  join  with  the  colony  agents  in  prefenting  the  petition  to  the  king. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o'clock. 

MoNDAr,  July  10,   1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  towR 
well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  for  introducing  him,  and  he  was  accordingly  intro- 
duced and  examined. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  putting 
the  militia  in  a  proper  ftate  for  the  defence  of  America,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate  referred  for  further 
confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

TuESDAr,  July  11,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  was  taken  up  and 
read,  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

On  information  that  there  were  two  companies  of  riflemen  raifed 
in  Lancafter  inftead  of  one. 

Resolved^  That  both  be  taken  into  the  continental  fervlce. 

"  An  addrefs  of  deputies  from  the  different  parifties  of  the  ifr 
lands  of  Bermuda,"  to  the  Congrefs  was  prefented  and  read. 

Adjournrd  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 
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Wedhesdat,  July  12,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  gentleman  from  the  province  of  Quebec  was  introduced  and 
examined. 

Letters  from  governor  Cooke  and  general  Ward  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  the  fame  being  gone  through  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  the  fecuring  and  preferving  the  friendflVip  of  the  Indian 
nations,  appears  to  be  a  fubjeft  of  the  utmofl  moment  to  thefe  co- 
lonies. 

That  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  adminiftration 
will  fpare  no  pains  to  excite  the  feveral  nations  of  Indians  to  take 
up  arms  againft  thefe  colonies  ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  aftive 
and  vjgilant  in  exerting  every  prudent  means  to  ftrengthen  and  con- 
firm the  friendly  difpofition  towards  thefe  colonies,  which  has  long 
prevailed  among  the  northern  tribes,  and  which  has  been  lately 
manifefted  by  fome  of  thofe  to  the  fouthward. 

As  the  Indians  depend  on  the  colonifts  for  arms,  ammunition, 
and  cloathing,  Avhich  are  become  neceffary  to  their  fubfiftence,  that 
commiffioners  be  appointed  by  this  Congrefs,  to  fuperintend  Indian 
affairs  in  behalf  of  thefe  colonies. 

That  there  be  three  departments  of  Indians,  the  northren,  mid- 
dle, and  fouthern.  The  northern  to  extend  fo  far  foutli  as  to  in- 
clude the  whole  of  the  Indians  known  by  the  name  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  all  the  Indians  northward  of  thofe  nations.  The  fouth- 
ern department  to  extend  fo  far  north  as  to  include  the  Cherokees, 
and  all  the  Indians  that  may  be  to  the  fouthward  of  them.  The  mid- 
dle to  contain  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  between  the  other  two 
departments. 

That  five  commiffioners  be  appointed  for  the  fouthern  department. 

That  for  each  of  the  other  two  departments  there  be  appointed 
three  commiffioners. 

That  the  commiffioners  have  power  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in 
their  refpeAive  departments,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Colonies,  in  order  to  preferve  peace  and  frienflfliip  with  the 
faid  Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  taking  any  part  in  the  prefent 
commotions. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  the  fouthern  department  receive  from 
the  continental  treafury  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  ;  the  com- 
miffioners for  the  middle  and  northern  department,  the  fum  of  fix 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  llxty-fix  and  two  thirds,  for  each  of  their 
refpeclive  departments,  for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  treaties  and 
p^efents,  to  the  Indians. 

That  the  commiffioners  rcfpe^f^fully  have  power  to  take  to  their 
affillaace  gentlemen  of  influence  among  the  Indians,  in  whom  they 
can  confide,  and  to  appoin-t  agents,  rcfiding  near  or  among  the  In- 
dians, to  watch  the  conduil  of  the  fuperintcndunts  and  their  emif- 

fdlifc^. 
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That  in  cafe  the  commiffiouers  for  the  refpedlive  diftriifls,  or  any 
one  of  them  in  either  diftrict,  fhall  have  fatisfattory  proof,  that  the 
king's  fuperintendants,  their  deputies  or  agents,  or  any  other  per- 
foa  whatfo-'ver,  are  aftive  in  ftirring-  up  or  inciting  the  Indians  or 
any  of  them,  to  become  inimical  to  the  American  colonics,  fuch 
commiilioner  or  commiilioners,  ought  to  caufe  fuch  fuperintendants 
or  other  offender,  to  be  feized  and  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  until  order 
fhall  be  taken  therein  by  a  majority  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
diftridls  where  fuch  feizure  is  made,  or  by  the  continental  Congrefs, 
or  a  committee  of  faid  Congrefs,  to  -whom  fuch  feizure,  with  the 
caufes  of  it,  fhall,  as  foon  as  pofTible  after,  be  made  known. 

That  the  commiffioners  fhall  exhibit  fair  accounts  of  the  expen- 
diture of  all  monies  by  them  refpectively  to  be  received  for  thelpur- 
pofes  aforefaid,  to  every  fucceeding  continental  Congrefs,  or  cotn- 
mlttee  of  Congrefs,  together  with  a  general  ftate  of  Indian  affair;,, 
in  their  feveral  departments  ;  in  order  that  the  colonies  may  be  in- 
formed from  time  to  time,  of  every  fuch  matter  as  may  concern 
them  to  know  and  avail  themfelves  of,  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
mon caufe. 

That  as  there  is  a  feminary  for  the  inftruftion  of  Indian  youth, 
which  has  been  eftablifhed  under  the  care  of  dodor  Wheelock,  on 
Connecticut  river  ;  and  as  there  are  nine  or  ten  Indian  youths  at 
that  fchool,  chiefly  from  the  tribes  refiding  in  Quebec  ;  and  as  for 
■want  of  a  proper  fund,  there  is  danger  that  thefe  youths  may  be 
fent  back  to  their  friends,  which  will  probably  excite  jealoufy  and 
diilrufl,  and  be  attended  with  bad  confequences,  the  commilfioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  be  authorized  to  re- 
ceive, out  of  the  continental  treafury,  a  fum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  doUarSj  to  be  applied  by  them  for  the  fupport  of  faid  Indian 
youths. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved.^  That  a  committee  of  f.ve  be  appoint- 
ed to  dcvife  ways  and  means  to  proteft  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  following  were  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Gadf-. 
den,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

TnuiiSDAr,  July   13,   1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  talks  to  the  Indians^ 
reported  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

,A  Speech  to  the  Six  Confederate   Mations^   3Iobaivks^   Oneidas^ 
'Tuscaroras,   Ononda^^as^   Cajugas,   Senekas,    frcm    the   Twelve 
United  Colonies.)  convened  in  Council  at  Philadelphia^ 
Brothers.)  Sachems,  and  Warriors, 

WE,  the  delegates  from  the  twelve  United  Provinces,  viz, 
New-Hampfnire,'  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Iilar.d,  Connecticut, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three  lov>rer  counties  of 
Newcaftle,  Kevit,  and   SulTex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
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North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  now  fitting  in  general  Con- 
grefs  at  Philadelphia,  fend  this  talk  to  you  our  brothers.  We  are 
Hxtv-five  in  number,  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  people  through- 
out all  thefe  provinces  and  colonies,  to  meet  and  fit  together  in 
one  great  council,  to  confult  together  for  the  common  good  qf 
the  land,  and  fpeak  and  aA  for  them. 

Brothers,  in  our  confultation  we  have  judged  it  proper  and  ne- 
cefTary  to  fend  you  this  talk,  as  \ve  are  upon  the  fame  ifland,  that 
you  may  be  informed  of  the  reafons  of  this  great  council,  the  fitu- 
atlon  of  our  civil  conftitution,  and  our  difpofition  towards  you  our 
Indian  brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies. 

(Three  Strings^  or  a  sraall  Bdt.) 

Brothers  and  Friends^  nckv  attcndy 

When  our  fathers  croffed  the  great  water  and  came  over  to  this 
land,  the  king  of  England  gave  them  a  talk  ;  affuring  them  that 
they  and  their  children  Ihould  be  his  children,  and  that  if  they 
would  leave  their  native  country  and  make  fettlements,  and  live 
here,  and  buy,  and  fell,  and  trade  with  their  brethren  beyond  the 
water,  they  Ihould  ftill  keep  hold  of  the  fame  covenant  chain  and 
enjoy  peace.— And  it  was  covenanted,  that  the  fields,  houfes, 
goods,  and  pofTeffions  which  our  fathers  iliould  acquire,  Ihould  re- 
main to  them  as  their  own,  and  be  their  children's  forever,  and  at 
their  fole  difpofal. 

TrufVing  that  this  covenant  fhould  never  be  broken,  our  fathers 
came  a  great  diflance  beyond  tiie  great  water,  laid  out  their  money 
here,  built  houfes,  cleared  fields,  raifed  crops,  and  through  th-sir 
own  labour  and  induRry  grew  tall  and  ftrong. 

They  have  bought,  fold  and  traded  with  England  according  to 
agreement,  fending  to  them  fuch  things  as  they  wanted,  and  taking 
in  exchange  fuch  things  as  were  wanted  here. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  people  kept  the  way  open  for  more 
than  one  hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade  became  richer,  and  by  a 
union  with  us,  greater  and  ftronger  than  the  other  kings  and  people 
who  live  beyond  the  water. 

All  this  time  they  lived  in  great  friendrtiip  with  us,  and  we  v/ich 
them  ;  for  we  are  brother? — one  blood. 

Whenever  they  were  ftruck,  we  inftantly  felt  as  though  the 
blow  had  been  given  to  us — their  enemies  were  our  enemies. 

Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  fcnt  cir  men  to  Hand  by  their 
fide  and  fight  for  them,  arid  our  money  to  help  them  and  make 
them  ftrong. 

They  thanked  us  for  our  love,  and  fcnt  us  good  talks,  and  re- 
newed their  promife  to  be  one  people  forever. 

Brothers  and  Friends.^  open  a  kind  ear .' 

We  will  now  tell  you  of  the  quarrel  betwixt  the  counfcllors  of 
king  George  and  the  inhabitants  and  colonics  of  Amtr'ca, 

Many  of  his  couufellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men.— They  per- 
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fuade  the  kin^  to  break  the  covenant  chain,  and  not  to  fend  us 
any  more  good  talks.  A  confiderable  number  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  enter  into  a  new  covenant  againft  us,  and  have  torn  afunder 
and  caft  behind  their  backs  the  good  old  covenant  which  their  an- 
^ftors  and  ours  entered  into,  and  took  ftrong  hold  of. 

They  now  tell  us  they  will  flip  their  hand  into  our  pocket  with- 
out afking,  as  though  it  were  their  own  ;  and  at  their  pleafure 
they  will  take  from  us  our  charters  or  written  civil  conftitutien, 
which  we  love  as  our  lives — ^alfo  our  plantations,  our  houfes  and 
goods  whenever  they  pleafe,  without  aflcing  our  leave.— -That  our 
veffels  may  go  to  this  ifland  in  the  fea,  but  to  this  or  that  particular 
ifland  we  fhall  not  trade  any  more.— -And  in  cafe  of  our  non-com- 
pliance with  thefe  new  orders,  they  fhut  up  our  harbours. 

Brothers,  this  is  our  prefent  fituation— thus  have  many  of  the 
king's  counfellors  and  fervants  dealt  with  us* — If  we  fubmit,  or 
comply  with  their  demands,  you  can  eafily  perceive  to  what  ftate 
we  will  be  reduced. — If  our  people  labour  on  the  field,  they  will 
not  know  who  fhall  enjoy  the  crop.— ^-If  they  hunt  in  the  woods, 
it  Avill  be  uncertain  who  fhall  tafte  of  the  meat  or  have  the  fkins.— 
If  they  build  houfes  they  will  not  know  whether  they  may  fit  round 
the  fire,  with  their  wives  and  children. — They  cannot  be  fure  whe- 
they  fliall  be  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  and  wear  the  fruits  of  their 
own  labour  and  indudry. 
Brothers  a?id  Friends  of  the  Six  Nations^  attend^ 

We  upon  this  ifland  have  often  fpoke  and  intreated  the  king  and 
his  fervants  the  counfellors,  that  peace  and  harmony  might  flill 
continue  between  us — that  we  cannot  part  with  or  loofe  our  hold 
of  the  old  covenant  chain  which  united  our  fathers  and  theirs — ^that 
we  want  to  brighten  this  chain — and  keep  the  way  open  as  our 
fathers  did ;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers,  labour, 
trade,  travel  abroad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We  have  often  afked 
them  to  love  us  and  live  in  fuch  friendlhip  with  us  as  their  fathers 
did  with  ours. 

We  told  them  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceedingly  in- 
jured, that  they  might  as  well  kill  us,  as  take  away  our  property 
and  the  neceffaries  of  life. — We  have  afked  why  they  treat  us 
thus  ? — What  has  become  of  our  repeated  addrefTes  and  fupplica- 
tions  to  them  ?  Who  hath  fliut  the  ears  of  the  king  to  the  cries  of 
his  children  in  America  ?  No  foft  anfwer-^no  pleafant  voice  from 
beyond  the  water  has  yet  founded  in  our  ears. 

Brothers,  t?ius  (lands  the  matter  betwixt  old  England  and  Ameri- 
ca. You  Indians  know  how  things  are  proportined  in  a  family- — be- 
tween the  father  and  the  fon — the  child  carries  a  little  pack—Eng- 
land we  regard  as  the  father — this  ifland  may  be  compared  to 
the  fon.  I 

The  father  has  a  numerous  family — 'both  at  home  and  upon  this 
ifland. — He  appoints  a  great  number  of  fervants  to  affifi  him  in  the 
government  of  his  family.  In  procefs  of  time,  fome  of  his  fervants 
grow  proud  and   ill-natured — they  were  difpleafcd  to  fee  the  boy 
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fo  alert  and  walk  on  fo  nimbly  with  his  pack.  Tliey  tell  the  fa- 
ther, and  advife  him  to  enlarge  the  child's  pack- — they  prevail — the 
pack  is  increafed — the  child  takes  it  up  again — as  he  thought  it 
might  be  the  father's  pleafure — fpeaks  but  few  words — ^thoie  very 
fmall — for  he  was  loth  to  offend  the  father.  Thofe  proud  and 
wicked  fervants  finding  they  had  prevailed,  laughed  to  fee  the  boy 
fweat  and  ftagger  under  his  increafed  load.  By  and  by,  they  apply 
to  the  father  to  double  the  boy's  pack,  becaufe  they  heard  him 
complain — and  without  any  reafon  faid  they — he  is  a  crofs  child 
— corre(fl  him  if  he  complains  any  more. — The  boy  intreats  the 
father — addreffes  the  great  fervants  in  a  decent  manner,  that  the 
pack  might  be  lightened — he  could  not  go  any  farther — humbly 
afks,  if  the  old  fathers,  in  any  of  their  records,  had  defcribed  fuch 
a  pack  for  the  child — after  all  the  tears  and  intreaties  of  the  child, 
the  pack  is  redoubled — the  child  Hands  a  little,  while  ftaggering 
under  the  weight — ready  to  fall  every  moment.  However,  he  en- 
treats the  father  once  more,  though  fo  faint  he  could  only  lifp  out 
his  hifl  humble  fupplication — waits  a  while — no  voice  returns. 
The  child  concludes  the  father  could  not  hear — thofe  proud  fer- 
vants had  intercepted  his  fupplications,  or  flopped  the  ears  of  the 
father.  He  therefore  gives  one  flruggle  and  throws  off  the  pack, 
and  fays  he  cannot  take  it  up  again — fuch  a  weight  would  crufh 
him  down  and  kill  him — and  he  can  but  die  if  he  refufes. 

Upon  this,  thofe  fervantsare  very  wroth — and  tell  the  father  many 
falfe  flories  repealing  the  child — they  bring  a  great  cudgel  to  the 
father,  asking  him  to  take  it  in  his  hand  and  ftrike  the  child. 

This  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  prefent  condition  of  the  king's 
American  fubjedls  or  children. 

Amidft  thefe  oppreffions  we  now  and  then  hear  a  mollifying  and 
reviving  voice  from  fonie  of  the  king's  wife  counfellors,  who  are 
our  friends  and  feel  for  our  diftreffes,  when  they  heard  our  com- 
plaints and  our  cries,  they  applied  to  the  king,  alfo  told  thofe 
wicked  fervants,  that  this  child  in  America  was  not  a  crofs  boy,  it 
had  fufficient  reafon  for  crying,  and  if  the  caufe  of  its  complaint 
was  neglecled,  it  would  foon  affume  the  voice  of  a  man,  plead  for 
juftice  like  a  man,  and  defend  its  rights  and  fupport  the  old  cove- 
rant  chain  of  the  fathers. 
Brothers^  listen  ! 

Notwithflanding  all  our  intreaties,  we  have  but  little  hope  the  king 
will  fend  us  any  more  good  talks,  by  reafon  of  his  evil  counfellors  ; 
they  have  perfuaded  him  to  fend  an  army  of  foldiers  and  many  fhips 
of  war,  to  rob  and  deftroy  us.  They  have  fliut  up  many  of  our  har- 
bours, feized  and  taken  into  polTeffion  many  of  our  veffcls  :  The 
foldiers  have  flruck  the  blow,  killed  fome  of  our  people,  the  blood 
now  runs  of  the  American  children  :  They  have  alfo  burned  our 
houfes  and  towns,  and  taken  much  of  our  goods. 

Brothers  !  we  are  now  neceffitated  to  rife,  and  forced  to  fight, 
or  give  up  our  civil  conflitution,  run  away  and  leave  our  farms  and 
houl^es  behind  us.  This  mud  not  be.  Since  the  king's  wicked  coun- 
VOL.  I.  X 
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fellors  will  not  open  their  ears,  and  confider  our  jud  complaints, 
and  the  caufe  of  oUr  weeping,  and  liath  given  the  blow,  we  are  de- 
termined to  drive  away  the  king's  foldiers,  and  to  kill  and  deftroy 
all  thofe  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  againft  the  peace  of  the 
twelve  United  Colonies  upon  this  illand.  We  think  our  caufe  is 
jufl ;  therefore  hope  God  will  be  on  our  fide.  We  do  not  take  up  the 
hatchet  and  ftruggle  for  honour  and  conqueft  ;  but  to  maintain  our 
civil  conftitution  and  religious  privileges,  the  very  fame  for  which 
our  forefathers  left  their  native  land  and  came  to  this  countiy. 

Brothers  and  Friends  1 

We  dclire  you  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have  now  told  you, 
and  that  you  will  open  a  good  ear  and  liften  to  what  we  are  now  going 
to  fay.  This  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  Old  England.  You 
Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  don't  wifli  you  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  againft  the  king's  troops.  We  defire  you  to  remain  at 
home,  and  not  join  on  either  fide,  but  keep  the  hatchet  buried  deep. 
In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all  our  people,  we  afk  and  defire  you  to 
love  peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and  fympathize  with  us  in 
our  troubles  ;  that  the  path  may  be  kept  open  with  all  our  people 
and  yours,  to  pafs  and  ropafs,  without  moleftation. 

Brothers  1  we  live  upon  the  fame  ground  with  you.  The  fame 
ifland  is  our  common  birth-place.  We  defire  to  fit  down  under 
the  fame  tree  of  peace  with  you  :  Let  us  water  its  roots  and  che- 
riih  its  growth,  till  the  large  leaves  and  flourifhing  branches  fhall 
extend  to  the  fetting  fun,  and  reach  the  ikies. 

Brothers^  observe  well! 

What  is  it  we  have  afked  of  you  ?  Nothing  but  peace,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  prefent  difturbed  fituation — and  if  application  fhould, 
be  made  to  you  by  any  of  the  king's  unwife  and  wicked  minifters  to 
join  on  their  fide,  we  only  advife  you  to  deliberate,  with  great 
caution,  and  in  your  wifdom  look  forward  to  the  confequences  of 
a  compliance.  For,  if  the  king's  troops  take  away  our  property,  and 
deftrov  us  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves,  what  can 
you,  who  are  Indians,  expeft  from  them  afterwards? 

Therefore,  we  fay,  brothers,  take  care — hold  faft  to  your  cove- 
nant chain.  You  now  know  our  difpofition  towards  you,  the  Six: 
Nations  of  Indians,  and  your  allies.  Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at 
Onondaga,  your  central  council  houfe.  We  depend  upon  you  to  fend 
and  acquaint  your  allies  to  the  northward,  the  feven  tribes  on  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  that  you  have  this  talk  of  ours  at  the  great 
council  fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  And  when  they  return,  we  invite 
your  great  men  to  come  and  converfe  farther  with  us  at  Albany, 
where  Ave  intend  to  rekindle  the  council  fire,  which  your  and  our 
anceflors  fat  round  in  great  friendfiiip. 

Brothers  and  Friends  ! 

We  greet  you  all  farewell. 
(Tbe  large  belt  of  intellig<ince  and  declaration.) 
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Brothers  !  • ' 

We  have  faid  we  wifh  you  Indians  may  continue  in  peace  with 
one  another,  and  with  us  the  white  people.  Let  us  both  be  caution^ 
in  our  behaviour  towards  each  other  at  this  critical  ftate  of  afluirs. 
This  iiland  now  trembles,  the  wind  whiftles  from  almofl  every  quar- 
ter— L't  us  fortify  our  minds  and  Ihut  our  ears  againfl  falfe  rumours 
—let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for  truth,  unlefs  fpoken  by 
wife  and  ;jood  men.  If  any  thing  difagreeable  fliould  ever  fall  out 
between  us,  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  and  you  the  Six  Nations, 
to  wound  cur  peace,  let  us  immediately  feek  meafures  for  healing 
the  bread;.  From  the  prefent  lituation  of  our  affairs,  we  judge  it 
■wife  and  expedient  to  kindle  up  a  fmall  council  fire  at  Albany, 
>vhere  we  may  hear  each  other's  voice,  and  difcloie  our  minds  more 
fuliy  to  each  other. 

fA  small  belt.  J 

Ordered,  That  a  fimilar  talk  be  prepared  for  the  other  Indian 
nations,  preferving  the  tenor  of  the  above,  and  altering  it  fo  as  to 
fuit  the  Indians  in  the  feveral  departments. 

The  Gongrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  commiflioners  for 
Indian  affairs,  and  after  fome  debate,  agreed  that  the  nomination 
of  commiflioners  for  the  fouthern  department  be  poffponed  till  Tuef- 
day  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  were  unanimoufly 
elecled  for  the  middle  department. 

The  Gongrefs  then  proceeded  to  eledl  the  commifTioners  for  the 
northern  department,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz.  major-general  Philip  Schuyler,  major  Jofeph  Hawley,  Mr. 
Turbot  Francis,  Mr.  Oliver  Woolcot,  and  Mr.  Volkert  P.  Douw. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 
m^m&mmmm. 

pRinAr,  July   14,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  militia,  and  after  debate,  the  fame  was  referred 
for  farther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

SA'TURDAr,    July    15,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  The  Gongrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion  : 

Whereas  the  government  of  Great-Britain  hath  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  any  of  the  plantations, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevent  other  nations  from  i'upplying  us  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  better  furnilhing  tliefe  colonies  with  the 
neceffary  means  of  defending  their  rights,  every  vtflcl  importirtg 
gun-powder,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  provided  they  bring  with  the  fuU 
phur  four  times  as  much  falt-petre,  brafs  field-pieces,  or  good 
mulkets  fitted  with  bayonets,  within  nine  months  from  the  dai« 
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of  this  refolution,  fliall  be  permitted  to  load  and  export  the  pro- 
duce of  thefc  colonies,  to  the  value  of  fuch.  powder  and  {lores  afore- 
faid,  the  non-exportation  agreement  notwithftanding ;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  feveral  provinces  to  infpetl 
the  military  (lores  fo  imported,  and  to  eflimate  a  generous  price 
for  the  fame,  according  to  their  goodnefs,  and  permit  the  impor- 
ter of  fuch  powder  and  other  military  flores  aforefaid,  to  export 
the  value  thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  of  any  kind. 

Sundry  intercepted  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  was  then  taken  up,  and  the 
fame  being  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion.  Resolved^  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Thurfday 
next,  attend  divine  fervice  in  a  body,  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  wait  on  Mr. 
Duche,  and  Dr.  AUifon,  and  requeft  Mr.  Duche  to  preach  before 
the  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  next,  in  the  morning,  and  Dr.  Allifon 
in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mqndat,  July   17,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 
was  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiiTary  of  flores  and  provifions  be  appointed 
for  the  New- York  department,  during  the  prefent  campaign. 

Walter  Livingflon,  Efq;  chofen  to  that  office. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  be  appointed 
for  tlie  faid  department. 

Donald  Campbell,  Efq;  elected  to  that  office. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Campbell,  have  the  rank  of  colonel  in 
the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  mufler-mafler  be  appointed  for  the  faid 
department. 

Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  ele£led  to  that  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  defired  to  re- 
commend to  general  Schuyler,  a  proper  perfon  for  a  deputy  adju- 
tant general  or  brigade  major,  for  the  army  in  the  New-York  de- 
partment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

TuESDAr,  IJuly   18,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  again  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  for  putting  the  militia  into  a  proper  ftate  for  the 
defence  of  America,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants  of  all  the 
United  Englifli  Colonies  in  North-America,  that  all  able  bodied 
«fiedtive  men,  between  fixteeu  and  fifty  years  of  age  in  each  colo- 
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ny,  immediately  form  themfclves  into  regular  companies  of  miliiia, 
to  confift  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeantSj 
four  corporals,  one  clerk,  one  drummer,  one  fifer,  and  about  lixty- 
eight  privates. 

That  the  officers  of  each  company  be  chofen  by  the  refpedive 
companies. 

That  each  foldier  be  furniflied  with  a  good  mufket,  that  will 
carry  an  ounce  ball,  with  a  bayonet,  fteel  ramrod,  worm,  priming 
wire  and  brufh  fitted  thereto,  a  cutting  fword  or  tomahawk,  a 
cartridge-box,  that  will  contain  twenty-three  rounds  of  cartridges, 
twelve  flints  and  a  knapfack. 

That  the  companies  be  formed  into  regiments  or  battalions, 
officered  with  a  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  an  adju- 
tant, or  quarter-mafter. 

That  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  captain,  be  appointed  by 
the  refpecVive  provincial  alVcmblies  or  conventions,  or  in  their  re- 
cefs,  by  the  committees  of  fafety  appointed  by  faid  afTemblies  or 
conventions. 

That  all  officers  be  commiffioned  by  the  provincial  alTemblles  or 
conventions,  or  in  their  recefs  by  the  committees  of  fafety  ap- 
pointed by  faid  affemblies  or  conventions. 

That  all  the  militia  take  proper  care  to  acquire  military  flcill, 
and  be  well  prepared  for  defence  by  being  each  man  provided  with 
one  pound  of  good  gun-powder,  and  four  pounds  of  ball,  fitted  to 
his  gun. 

That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  colony,  be  felefted 
for  minute  men,  of  fuch  pcrfons  as  are  Avilling-  to  enter  into  this 
neceffary  fervice,  formed  into  companies  and  battalions,  and  their 
officers  chofen  and  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  to  be  ready  on  the 
ffiorteft  notice,  to  march  to  any  place  where  their  affiftance  may  be 
required,  for  the  defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  colony  ; 
and  as  thefe  minute  men  may  eventually  be  called  to  aftion  be- 
fore the  whole  body  of  the  militia  are  fufficiently  trained,  it  is 
recommended  that  a  more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be 
paid  to  their  InftruiStion  in  military  difcipline. 

That  fuch  of  the  minute  men,  as  defire  it,  be  relieved  by  new 
draughts  as  aforefaid,  from  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  once  in 
four  months. 

As  there  are  fome  people,  who,  from  religious  principles,  cannot 
bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  this  Congrefs  intend  no  violence  to  their 
confciences,  but  earneftly  recommend  it  to  them,  to  contribute  li- 
berally in  this  time  of  univerfal  calamity,  to  the  relief  of  their 
diftrelTed  brethren  in  the  feveral  colonies,  and  to  do  all  other  fer- 
vices  to  their  opprelTed  country,  which  they  can  conlillcntly  with 
their  religious  principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affcmljlies  or  conventions  in  the 
refpeclive  colonies  to  provide,  as  ibon  as  poifible,  fuillcient  (tores 
of  ammunition  for  their  colonies;  alfo  tliat  they  devife  proper 
means  for  furniffiing  with  arms,  fuch  effciftive  men  as  are  poor  and 
unable  to  furnlih  tLcmfclves, 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  each  colony  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  fafety,  to  fuperintend  and  direcl  all  matters  necelFary  for  the  ie- 
curity  and  defence  of  their  refpedlive  colonies,  in  the  recefs  of  their 
ailemblies  and  conventions. 

That  each  colony,  at  their  own  expenfe,  make  fuch  provifion  by 
armed  velTels  or  otherwife,  as  their  refpedtive  affemblies,  conven- 
tions, or  committees  of  fafety  fhall  judge  expedient  and  fuitable  to 
their  circumftances  and  lituations,  for  the  protedlion  of  their  har- 
bours and  navigation  on  their  fea  coafts,  againft  all  unlawful  inva- 
fions,  attacks,  and  depredations,  from  cutters  and  fliips  of  war. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the 
militia,  that  they  make  good  fubftantial  mulkets,  with  barrels  three 
feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted 
with  a  good  bayonet  and  fteel  ram-roJ,  and  that  the  making  fuch 
arms  be  encouraged  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  under  regula- 
tions approved  of  by  the  convention  of  fuch  colony,  or  by  fuch  af- 
femblies as  are  annually  elective,  we  refer  to  the  difcretion  of  fuch 
convention  or  afTembly,  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  regulations 
in  the  wliole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they,  on 
confideration  of  all  circumftances,  fliall  think  befl. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesdat,  July  19,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  prefideiu  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  from  the  general, 
■with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  which  were  read  and  confidered, 
whereupon. 

Ordered-,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  apply  to  the  committee  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  requeft  them  to  make  diligent  en- 
quiry what  quantity  of  duck,  Ruflia  fheeting,  tow-cloth,  oznaburgs 
and  ticklenburgs  can  be  procured  in  this  city,  and  make  return  as 
foon  as  poirible  to  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Jofeph  Trumbull  be  commiffary-general  of  ftores 
and  provifions  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  quarter-mafter-general,  a 
commiffary  of  mufters,  and  a  commiffary  of  artillery,  be  left  to 
general  Wafhington. 

That  general  Thomas  be  appointed  firft  brigadier-general,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  room  of  general  Pomeroy, 
who  never  a6\od  under  the  commilFion  fent  to  him,  and  that  general 
Thomas's  commifTion  bear  the  fame  date  that  general  Pomeroy's  did. 

That  it  be  left  to  general  Waihington,  if  he  thinks  fit,  to  ap- 
point three  brigade-majors,  and  commiflion  them  accordingly. 

Trat  a  committer'  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  method 
of  eflabliliiing  an  hofpital. 

The  committee  chofen  are,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the    colonies  of  New-Hampfliire, 
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MalTacliufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Conne£^:icut,  to  compleat 
the  deficiencies  in  the  regiments  belonging  to  their  refpeftive  co- 
lonies, retained  by  the  general  in  the  continental  army  before 
Bofton. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  to  com- 
pleat and  fend  forward  to  tlie  camp  before  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof-. 
fible,  the  three  hundred  and  fixty  men,  lately  voted  by  their  gene-, 
ral  affembly. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Connefticut,  to  com- 
pleat and  fend  forward  to  the  camp  before  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible,  the  fourteen  hundred  men  lately  voted  by  their  general  af- 
fembly. 

On  motion  m.ade.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfes,  incurred  by  the  votes  and  re- 
folves  of  this  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Cufliing  chofen. 

Agreed,  That  the  Congrefs  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow,  and 
from  this  place  go  in  a  body  to  attend  divine  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  of  three  of  the  commiflioners  for 
Indian  affairs,  in  the  fouthern  department,  be  left  to  the  council  of 
fafety,  appointed  by  the  colony  of  South-Carolina. 

That  Mr.  John  Walker,  of  Virginia,  be  appointed  one  of  the 
commiflioners  for  Indian  aff*airs  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morroAV  at  half  paft  nine  o'clock. 

Thursdjt,  July  20,  1775,  half  after  nine,  A.  M. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  difpatches  from  general  Schuyler,  the 
fame  were  read. 

A  letter  was  alfo  received  from  the  convention  of  Georgia,  and 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  that  colony  had  acceded  to  the  general  af- 
fociation,  and  appointed  delegates  to  attend  this  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  till  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 

P.   M.  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  difpatches  from  general  Schuyler  being  taken  into  confi- 
deration. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  todifpofe  of  and 
employ  all  the  troops  in  the  New-York  department,  in  fuch  manner 
as  he  may  think  beft  for  the  proteftion  and  defence  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, the  tribes  of  Indians  in  friendfhip  and  amity  with  us,  and  moft 
effedlually  to  promote  the  general  intereft,  ftill  purfuing,  if  in  his 
power,  the  former  orders  from  this  Congrefs,  and  fubjeft  to  the  fu- 
ture orders  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

FiiiD.ir,  July  21,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jamaica,  liuviiig  brought  in  a  draught,  the  fame  was  read. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  brought  in  a  draught: 

Ordered.,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  R.  Bache,  Mr.  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Mr. 
M.  Hillegas,  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  have 
the  overfight  and  care  of  printing  the  bills  of  credit  ordered  to  be 
ftruck  by  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Willie  Jones,  of  North-Corolina,  be  the 
fifth  commiffioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  ■whole,  to  take  into  conikleration  the  (late  of  America, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  tlierein,  the  prefident  refiimed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  they  had  come  to  certain  refolutions, 
•which  he  read,  and  then  deured  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  protedl 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  brought  in  their  report,  v.'hich  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Congrefs  then  entered  upon  the  confideration  of  the  report 
from  the  committee  of  the  v,?hole,  and  after  fome  debate. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  a  body  of  troops  be  kept  up  in  the  Maffa- 
chi>fetts-Bay,  as  general  Waihington  fliall  think  necelTary,  provi- 
ded they  do  not  exceed  tAventy-two  thoufand  men. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

SAfuRDJr,  July  22,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  ycfterday,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  to  protect  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  and  after  fome  debate, 
the  farther  conHderation  of  it  was  poftponed  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  confideration, 
and  report  on  tha  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Feb.  20, 
1775,  commonly  called  lord  North's  motion. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

Monday  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

TuEsn.n;  'July  25,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committi-e  for  that  piirpofe  appointed,  brought  in  their  re- 
port for  ellablilhing  an  hofpital,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conlklcr  the  ways  and  means  of  ef- 
tabllfhing  a  port,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  their  opinion  of 
the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 
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The  Congrtis  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  affembly  of  Jamaica,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
■\vas  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  of  famaica. 

We  would  think  ourfelves  deficient  in  our  duty,  if  we  fufFered  this 
Congrcfs  to  pafs  over,  wixhout  expreffing  our  efteem  for  the  affem- 
bly  of  Jamaica. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  conduA  of  thofe  who  have  been  entruf- 
ted  with  the  adminiftration  of  Britifli  affairs,  during  thefe  laft  twelve 
years,  will  difcover  in  it,  a  delibsrate  plan  to  deftroy,  in  every  part 
of  the  empire,  the  free  conftitution,  for  which  Britain  has  been 
fo  long  and  fo  juftly  famed.  With  a  dexterity,  artful  and  wick- 
ed, they  have  varied  the  modes  of  attack,  according  to  the  different 
charadlers  and  circumftances  of  thofe  whom  they  meant  to  reduce. 
In  the  Eaft-Indies,  where  the  effeminacy  of  the  inhabitants  promif- 
ed  an  eafy  conqueft,  they  thought  it  unneceffary  to  veil  their  tyran- 
nic principles  under  the  thlnneft  difguife.  Without  deigning  evea 
to  pretend  a  j unification  of  their  conduft,  they  facrificed  the  lives 
of  millions  to  the  gratification  of  their  infatiabie  avarice  and  lull 
of  power.  In  Britain,  where  the  maxims  of  freedom  were  fllLl 
known,  but  where  luxury  and  diffipation  had  diminilhed  the  wonted 
reverence  for  them,  the  attack  has  been  carried  on  in  a  more  fecret 
and  indireft  manner  :  Corruption  has  been  employed  to  undermine 
them.  The  Americans  are  not  enervated  by  effeminacy,  like  the 
inhabitants  of  India  ;  nor  debauched  by  luxury,  like  thofe  of  Great- 
Britain:  It  was,  therefore,  judged  im.proper  toaffail  them  by  bribery, 
or  by  undifguifed  force.  Plaufible  fyRems  were  formed  ;  fpecious 
pretences  v/ere  made  :  All  the  arts  of  fophiftry  were  tried  to  fhew 
that  the  BritiHi  miniflry  had  by  lav/  a  right  to  enflave  us.  The 
firft  and  befl:  maxims  of  the  conftitution,  venerable  to  Britons  and 
to  Americans,  were  perverted  and  prophaned.  The  power  of  par- 
liament, derived  from  the  people,  to  bind  the  people,  was  extended 
over  thofe  from  whom  it  was  never  derived.  It  is  afferted,  that  a 
ftanding  army  may  be  conftitutionally  kept  among  us,  without  oi-r 
confent.  Thofe  principles,  diflionourable  to  thofe  who  adoj^ted 
them,  and  deflru6tive  to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  applied,  were  ne- 
verthelefs  carried  into  execution  by  the  foes  of  liberty  and  of  man- 
kind. Ails  of  parliament,  ruinous  to  America,  and  unferviceable 
to  Britain,  were  made  to  bind  us;  armies,  maintained  by  the  parlia- 
ment, were  fent  over  to  fecure  their  op.:ration.  The  power,  hovv*- 
ever,  and  the  cunning  of  our  adverfarics,  were  alike  unfuccefsful. 
We  refufed  to  their  parliaments  an  obedience,  which  our  judg-ments 
difapproved  of:  We  rcfufedto  their  armies  a  fubmiffion,  which  fpi- 
rits,  unnaccuftomed  to  flavery,  could  not  brock. 

But  while  we  fpurned  a  difgraceful  fubjoftion,  we  were  far  from 
running  into  rafli  or  feditious  meafures  of  oppofition.  Filled  v/ivh 
fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  fovcreign,  and  of  affciltion  and  refpcCl 
for  our  fcUow-fubjeds  in  Britain,  we  petitioned,  we  fupplicated, 

Vol.  I.  Y 
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we  expoftulated  :  Our  prayers  were  rejected  ;— .our  remonftrances 
were  dilVegarded  ; — our  grievances  were  accumulated.  All  this 
did  not  provoke  us  to  violence. 

An  appeal  to  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  thofe  who  had  injured 
us,  and  were  bound  to  redrefs  our  injuries,  was  inefFeftual  ;  we  next 
refolved  to  make  an  appeal  to  their  intereft,  though  by  doing  fo, 
we  knew  we  muft  facrifice  our  own,  and  (which  gave  us  equal  un- 
eafinefs)  that  of  our  friends,  who  had  never  offended  us,  and  who 
were  connected  with  us  by  a  fympathy  of  feelings,  under  oppref- 
fions  fimilar  to  our  own.  We  refolved  to  give  up  our  commerce 
that  we  might  preferve  our  liberty.  We  flattered  ourfelves,  that, 
when  by  withdrawing  our  commercial  intercourfe  with  Britain, 
which  we  had  an  undoubted  right  either  to  withdraw  or  continue, 
her  trade  fhould  be  diminifhed,  her  revenues  impaired,  and  herma- 
nufaAures  unemployed,  our  minifterial  foes  would  be  induced  by 
intereft,  or  compelled  by  neceffity,  to  depart  from  the  plan  of  ty- 
ranny which  they  had  fo  long  purfued,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its  place, 
a  fyftem  more  compatable  with  the  freedom  of  America,  and  juf- 
tice of  Britain.  That  this  fcheme  of  non-importation  and  non-ex- 
portation might  be  produ<flive  of  the  defired  effefts,  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  include  the  iflands  in  it.  From  this  neceffity,  and  from  this 
neceffity  alone,  has  our  conduiSl  towards  them  proceeded.  By  con- 
verting your  fugar  plantations  into  fields  of  grain,  you  can  lupply 
yourfelves  with  the  neceffaries  of  life  :  While  the  prefent  unhappy 
ftruggle  fliall  continue,  we  cannot  do  more. 

But  why  fhould  we  make  any  apology  to  the  patriotic  affembly 
of  Jamaica,  who  know  fo  well  the  value  of  liberty  ;  who  are  fo  fen- 
fible  of  the  extreme  danger  to  which  ours  is  expofed  ;  and  who 
forefee  how  certainly  the  deftruftion  of  ours  muft  be  followed  by  the 
deftruclion  of  their  own  ? 

We  receive  uncommon  pleafure  from  obferving  the  principles  of 
our  righteous  oppolition  diftinguifhed  by  your  approbation:  We 
feel  the  warmeft  gratitude  for  your  pathetic  mediation  in  our  be- 
half with  the  crown.  It  was  indeed  unavailing — but  are  you  to 
blame  ?  Mournful  experience  tells  us,  that  petitions  are  often  re- 
jedled,  while  the  fentiments  and  condu6l  of  the  petitioners  entitle 
what  they  offer  to  a  happier  fate. 

That  our  petitions  have  been  treated  with  difdain,  is  now  become 
the  fmallrft  part  of  our  complaint :  Minifterial  infolence  is  loft  in 
minifterial  barbarity.  It  has,  by  an  exertion  peculiarly  ingenious, 
procured  thofe  very  meafures,  which  it  laid  us  under  the  hard  ne- 
ceffity of  purfuing,  to  be  ftigmatized  in  parliament  as  rebellious  :  It 
has  employed  additional  fleets  and  armies  for  the  infamous  purpofe 
of  compellin':;'  us  to  abandon  them  :  It  has  plunged  us  in  all  the  hor- 
rors and  calamities  of  civil  war:  It  has  caufcd  the  treafure  and 
blood  of  Britons  (formerly  Ihed  and  expended  for  far  other  ends)  to 
be  fpilt  and  wafted  in  the  execrable  defign  of  fpreading  flavery  over 
Britifli   America  :   It  will   not,  however,  accomplifli   its  aim  :  In 


JULY    1775.  165 

the  -worft  of  contingencies,  a  choice  will  ftill  be  left,  which  it  ne- 
ver can  prevent  us  from  making. 

The  peculiar  fituation  of  your  ifland,  forbids  your  afliftance.  But 
we  have  your  good  wifhes.  From  the  good  wiflies  of  the  friends 
of  liberty  and  mankind,  we  fhall  always  derive  confolation. 

Ordered,,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out,  to  be  figned  by  the  pre» 
fident,  and  tranfmitted  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

The  Congrefs  then,  refuming  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  a  body  of  forces,  not  exceeding  five  thoufand, 
be  kept  up  in  the  New- York  department,  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
fending that  part  of  America,  and  for  fecuring  the  lakes,  and  pro- 
tecT;ing  the  frontiers  from  incurfions  or  invafions. 

That  a  farther  fum,  amounting  to  the  value  of  one  million  of 
Spanidi  milled  dollars,  be  (truck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars  each. 

As  the  figning  fo  great  a  number  of  bills  as  has  been  directed 
to  be  iffued  by  this  Congrefs,  will  require  more  time  than  the  mem- 
bers can  pollibly  devote  to  that  bufinefs,  confiftent  with  the  atten- 
tion due  to  the  public  fervice, 

Resohed,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  fully 
authorized  to  fign  the  fame,  viz.  Luke  Morris,  Samuel  Meredith, 
Judah  Foulke,  Samuel  Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Robert  Strettle 
Jones,  Thomas  Coombe,  Ellis  Lewis,  John  Meafe,  Thomas  Law- 
rence, Daniel  Clymer,  John  Maxwell  Nefbit,  Thomas  Barclay, 
John  Bayard,  William  Craig,  Thomas  Bartow,  John  Shee,  Ifaac 
Hazlehurft,  Robert  Roberts,  Anthony  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,- 
George  Mifflin,  Robert  Tucknifs,  Andrew  Bunner,  William  Jack* 
fon,  Jofeph  Sims,  James  Milligan,  and  James  Reed. 

That  each  of  the  continental  bills  be  numbered  and  figned  by 
two  of  the  above  gentlemen. 

That  each  gentleman  who  figns  the  continental  bills,  be  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  one  dollar  and  one-third 
of  a  dollar  for  each  and  every  thoufand  bills  figned,  and  numbered 
by  him. 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  number  and  fign  the  bills,  do 
give  their  receipts  for  the  fame,  exprelling  the  number  and  deno- 
mination of  them  ;  and  after  numbering  and  figning  them,  Ihall 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafurers,  taking  tbeir  receipts 
for  the  bills  fo  delivered. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  with  the  fecretary,  be  a  committee  to  revife  the 
journal  of  this  Congrefs,  and  prepare  it  for  the  prefs. 

Adjourned  till  to-m.orrow  at.  eight  o'clock. 

WEDKKsnAT,  July  26,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  eflablilhing  a  poft  ;  and  the  fame 
being  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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That  a  poft  mafter-general  be  appointed  for  the  United  Colonies, 
who  fhall  hold  his  office  at  Philadelphia,  and  fliall  be  allowed  a  fa- 
lary  of  one  thoufand  dollars  per  annum  for  himfelf,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  doUais  per  annum  for  a  fecretary  and  comptroller, 
with  power  to  appoint  fuch,  and  fo  many  deputies  as  to  him  may 
feem  proper  and  necelTary. 

That  a  line  of  polls  be  appointed  under  the  direction  of  the  pofl- 
mafter-gencral,  from  Falmouth  in  New-England  to  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  with  as  many  crofs  polls  as  he  Ihall  think  fit. 

That  the  allowance  to  the  deputies,  in  lieu  of  falary  and  all 
contingent  expenfes,  fliall  be  twenty  per  centum  on  the  fums  they 
coUeil  and  pay  into  the  general  poll-office  annually,  when  the 
"whole  is  under  or  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars,  and  ten  per 
centum  for  all  fums  above  one  thoufand  dollars  a  year. 

That  the  feveral  deputies  account  quarterly  with  the  general 
pofl-office,  and  the  poll  mafter-general  annually  with  the  coHtinental 
treafurers,  when  he  fliall  pay  into  the  receipt  of  the  faid  treafu- 
rers,  the  profits  of  the  poft-office  ;  and  if  the  necelTary  expenfe 
of  this  eftablifhment  fliould  e^'ceed  the  produce  of  it,  the  deficien- 
cy fliall  be  made  good  by  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  to  the  polV- 
mafter-general  by  the  continental  treafurers. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  pofl;- 
mafter-general  to  eftablifli  a  weekly  poft  to  South-Carolina. 

That  it  be  left  to  the  poft  mafter-general  to  appoint  a  fecretary 
and  comptroller. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eleiSlion  of  a  poft  mafter-ge- 
neral for  one  year,  and  until  another  is  appointed  by  a  future 
Congrefs,  when  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  chofen. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  eftablifliing  an  hofpital  for  the  army,  and  the  fame  being 
debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  for  the  eftablilhment  of  an  hofpital  for  an  army,  confifting 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  following  officers  and  other  atten- 
dants be  appointed,  with  the  following  allowance  or  pay,  viz. 

One  diretlor-general  and  chief  phyfician,  his  pay  per  day,  four 
dollars. 

Four  furgeons,  each  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

One  apothecary,  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

Twenty  furgeons  piates,  each  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

One  clerk,  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

Two  ftore-keepers,  each  four  dollars  per  month. 

One  nurfe  to  every  ten  fick,  one  fifteenth  of  a  dollar  per  day,  or 
^wo  dollars  per  month. 

Labourers  occafionally. 
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be  duty  of  the  above  officers  : 

The  direftor  to  fumifli  medicines,  bedding  and  all  other  necef- 
faries,  to  pay  for  the  fame,  fuperintend  the  whole,  and  make  his 
report  to,  and  receive  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief. 

Surgeons,  apothe->  To  vifit  and  attend  the  fick,  and  the  mates 
cary  and  mates.  5  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  phyficians,  fur- 
geons  and  apothecary. 

Matron.     To  fuperintend  the  nurfes,  bedding,  &c. 

Nurfes.     To  attend  the  fick,  and  obey  the  matron's  orders. 

Clerk.     To  keep  accounts  for  the  direftor  and  ftore-keepers. 

Store-keeper.  To  receive  and  deliver  the  bedding  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries  by  order  of  the  diredlor. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eletSlion  of  officers  for  the 
hofpital,  when 

Benjamin  Church  was  unanimoufly  eledled  to  be  diredlor  of,  and 
phyfician  in,  the  hofpital. 

Resolved.)  That  the  appointment  of  the  four  furgeons  and  the  apo- 
thecary be  left  to  doftor  B.  Church. 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  furgeons. 

That  the  number  of  mates  do  not  exceed  twenty. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conftant  pay,  unlefs  the  fick  and 
wounded  fhould  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  attendance  of  twen- 
ty, and  to  be  diminiflied  as  circumftances  will  admit;  for  which pur- 
pofe,  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for 
adlual  fervicci 

That  one  clerk,  two  ftore-keepers,  and  one  nurfe  to  every  ten 
fick,  be  appointed  by  the  direftor. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved^  That  the  pay-mafter  give  bond,  with 
two  fureties,  in  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  office. 

That  the  bond  be  made  payable  to  the  fame  perfons,  to  whom 
the  bonds  of  the  continental  treafurers  are  payable. 

James  Warren,  Efq;  was  then  unanimouily  elected  paymafi;er- 
general. 

Resolved.,  That  the  paymafter  in  the  New-York  department  give 
bond  to  the  fame  perfons  as  above  direfted,  with  two  fureties,  in 
the  fum  of  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  his  office. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

FiiiDAr^  July  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered.,  That  Mr.  M'Kcan,  and  Mr.Wilfon,  prepare  the  form 
of  bonds  for  the  continental  treafurers  to  execute. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  ele6lion  of  a  paymafter  for 
the  forces  in  the  New-York  department,  when  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
jun.  Efq;  was  unanimoufiy  elected  to  that  office. 

The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland  being  again  read  by  para- 
graphs, was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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To  the  people  of  Ireland.  From  the  delegates  appoijitedby  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  of  Neiv-Hampsbirc,  Massachusetts-Bay^  Rhode-Isl- 
and^ and  Pro'cidence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-Tork,  Neiv- 
fersey,  Pennsyhanio,  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware.)  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  general  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia,  the  \Oth  of  May,  1775. 
Friends  and  Fellow-Subjects  I 

As  the  important  conteft,  into  which  we  have  been  driven,  is  now 
become  interefting  to  every  European  ftate,  and  particularly  aifeds 
the  members  of  the  Britilli  empire,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  addrefs 
you  on  the  fubjedl.  We  are  defirous,  as  is  natural  to  injured  in- 
nocence, of  poffeffing  the  good  opinion  of  the  virtuous  and  humane. 
We  are  peculiarly  defirous  of  furniihing  you  with  a  true  ftate  of 
our  motives  and  objedls  ;  the  better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  our 
conduiSl  with  accuracy,  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  controver- 
fy  with  impartiality  and  precifion. 

However  incredible  it  may  appear,  that,  at  this  enlightened  period, 
the  leaders  of  a  nation,  which  in  every  age  has  facrificed  hecatombs 
of  her  braveft  patriots  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  fliould  prefume  grave- 
ly to  alTert,  and,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  eftablifh  an  arbitra- 
ry fway  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  their  fellow-fub- 
jects  in  America,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a  moft  deplorable  and  indifpu- 
table  truth. 

Thfee  colonies  have,  from  the  time  of  their  firft  fettlement,  for 
near  two  centuries,  peaceably  enjoyed  thofe  very  rights,  of  v/hich  the 
miniftry  have,  for  ten  years  paft,  endeavoured,  by  fraud  and  by  vi- 
olence to  deprive  them.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war,  the  ge- 
nius of  England  and  the  fpirit  of  wifdom,  as  if  offended  at  the  un- 
grateful treatment  of  their  fons,  withdrew  from  the  Britilh  counfels, 
and  left  that  nation  a  prey  to  a  race  of  minifters,  with  whom  anci- 
ent Englifh  honefty  and  benevolence  difdained  to  dwell.  From 
that  period,  jealoufy,  difcontent,  oppreffion  and  difcord  have  raged 
among  all  his  raajefty's  fubjefts  :  and  filled  every  part  of  his  domi-. 
nions  with  diftrefs  and  complaint. 

Not  content  with  our  purchafing  of  Britain  at  her  own  price,  cloa- 
thing  and  a  thoufand  other  articles  ufed  by  near  three  millions  of 
people  on  this  vaft  continent  ;  not  fatisfied  with  the  amazing  profits 
arifing  from  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  without  giving  us  either 
time  to  breathe  after  a  long,  though  glorious  war,  or  the  leaft  credit 
for  the  blood  and  treafure  we  have  expended  in  it  ;  notwithftan- 
dlng  tire  zeal  we  had  manifefted  for  the  fervice  of  our  fovereign, 
and  the  warmeft  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of  Britain  and  the 
pc-^le  of  Enp;land,  a  black  and  horrid  defign  was  formed,  to  convert 
us  from  freemen  into  flaves,  from  fubjefts  into  vaffals,  and  from 
friends  into  enemies. 

Taxes,  for  the  firft  time  unce  we  landed  on  the  American  ftiores, 
were,  without  our  confcnt,  impofed  upon  us  ;  an  unconftitutional 
edid  to  compel  us  to  furnifli  nectffaries  for  a  ftanding  army,  that 
we  wifhed   to   fee  difbanded,  was  ifTued  ;  and   the  legiflature  of 


JULY   1775.  169 

New-York  fufpended  for  refufing  to  comply  with  it.  Our  antient 
and  ineftimable  right  of"  trial  by  jury  was,  in  many  inftHnccs,  abo- 
lifiied  ;  and  the  common  law  of  the  land  made  to  give  place  to  ad- 
miralty jurifdicVions.  Judges  were  rendered,  by  the  tenure  of  their 
commiffions,  entirely  dependent  on  the  will  of  a  minifter.  New 
crimes  were  arbitrarily  created  ;  and  new  courts,  unknown  to  the 
conftitution,  inftituted.  Wicked  and  infidious  governors  have  been 
fet  over  us  ;  and  dutiful  petitions,  for  the  removal  of  even  the  no- 
torioufly  infamous  governor  Hutchlnfon,  were  branded  with  the 
opprobious  appellation  of  fcandalous  and  defamatory.  Hardy  at- 
tempts have  been  made,  under  colour  of  parliamentary  authority,  to 
feize  Americans,  and  carry  them  to  Great-Britain  to  be  tried  for 
offences  committed  in  the  colonies.  Ancient  charters  have  no 
longer  remained  facred,  that  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  was  viola- 
ted ;  and  their  form  of  government  effentially  mutilated  and  tranf- 
formed.  On  pretence  of  puniihing  a  violation  of  fome  private 
property,  committed  by  a  few  difguifed  individuals,  the  populous 
and  flourifhing  town  of  Bofton  was  furrounded  by  fleets  and  armies  ; 
its  trade  deftroyed  ;  its  port  blocked  up  ;  and  thirty  thoufand  citi- 
zens fubjefted  to  all  the  miferies  attending  fo  fudden  a  convulfion 
in  their  commercial  metropolis  ;  and,  to  remove  every  obftacle  to 
the  rigorous  execution  of  this  fyftem  of  oppreflion,  an  ail  of  par- 
liament was  paffed  evidently  calculated  to  indemnify  thofe,  who 
might,  in  the  profecution  of  it,  even  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  the  inhabitants. 

Though  prefled  by  fuch  an  accumulation  of  undefervcd  injuries, 
America  ftill  remembered  her  duty  to  her  fovereign.  A  Congrefs, 
confifting  of  deputies  from  twelve  United  Colonies  affembled.  They, 
in  the  moft  refpc6lful  terms,  laid  their  grievances  at  tlie  foot  of  the 
throne  ;  and  implored  his  majefly's  interpofition  in  their  behalf. 
They  alfo  agreed  to  fufpend  all  trade  with  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  "Weft-Indies  ;  hoping,  by  this  peaceable  mode  of  oppoiition, 
to  obtain  that  juftice  from  the  Britifh  miniftry  which  had  been  lb 
long  folicited  in  vain.  And  here  permit  us  to  affure  you,  that  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  reludlance  we  could  prevail  upon  ourfelves,  to 
ceafe  our  commercial  conne'£\ion  with  your  ifland.  Your  parlia- 
ment had  done  us  no  wrong.  You  had  ever  been  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  mankind  ;  and  we  acknowledge,  with  pleafure  and  grati- 
tude, that  your  nation  has  produced  patriots,  Avho  have  nobly  dif- 
tingullhed  themfclves  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  and  America.  Ou 
the  other  hand,  we  Avere  not  ignorant  that  the  labour  and  manu- 
factures of  Ireland,  like  thole  of  the  filk-worm,  were  of  little  mo- 
ment to  herfelf ;  but  ferved  only  to  give  luxury  to  thofe  who  nei- 
ther toil  nor  fpin.  We  perceived  that  if  we  continued  our  com- 
merce with  you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain  would 
be  fruitlefs,  and  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  adobt  a  meafure,  to 
which  nothing  but  abfolute  nccellity  would  have  reconciled  us. 
It  gave  us,  however,  fome  confolation  to  reflect,  that  Ihould  it 
occalion  much  diflrefs,  the  fertile  regions  of  America  would  afford 
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you  a  fafe  afylum  from  poverty,  and,  in  time,  from  oppreflion  aifo ; 
an  afylum,  in  which  many  thoufands  of  your  countrj'men  have 
found  hofpitality,  peace,  and  affluence,  and  become  united  to  us 
by  all  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  mutual  intereft,  and  affeftion. 
Nor  did  Congrefs  ftop  here  :  Flattered  by  a  pleafing  expeAation, 
that  the  juflice  and  humanity  which  had  fo  long  charafterized  the 
Englilh  nation,  would,  on  proper  application,  afford  us  relief, 
they  reprefented  the-ir  grievances  in  an  affeftionate  addrefs  to  their 
brethren  in  Britain,  and  intreated  their  aid  and  interpofition  in 
behalf  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  more  fully  to  evince  their  refpeft  for  their  fovereign,  the 
unhappy  people  of  Bofton  were  requefted  by  the  Congrefs  to  fub- 
mit  with  patience  to  their  fate  ;  and  all  America  united  in  a  re- 
folution  to  abftain  from  every  fpecies  of  violence.  During  this 
period,  that  devoted  town  fuffered  unfpeakably.  Its  inhabitants 
were  infulted  and  their  property  violated.  Still  relying  on  the 
clemency  and  juftice  of  his  majefty  and  the  nation,  they  permit- 
ted a  few  regiments  to  take  poffeffion  of  their  town,  to  furround 
it  with  fortifications  ;  and  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  between  them 
and  their  friends  in  the  country.  » 

With  anxious  expeftation  did  all  America  wait  the  event  of 
their  petition — All  America  laments  its  fate.  Their  prince  was 
deaf  to  their  complaints  :  And  vain  were  all  attempts  to  imprefs 
him  with  a  fenfe  of  the  fufferings  of  his  American  fubjefts,  of  the 
cruelty  of  their  taik-maflers,  and  of  the  many  plagues  which  im- 
pended over  his  dominions.  Inftead  of  directions  for  a  candid  en- 
quiry into  our  grievances,  infult  was  added  to  oppreflion  ;  and  our 
long  forbearance  rewarded  with  the  imputation  cf  cowardice.  Our 
trade  with  foreign  ftates  was  prohibited  ;  and  an  aft  of  parliament 
paffed  to  prevent  our  even  fifliing  on  our  own  coafts.  Our  peace- 
able aflemblies,  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  common  fafety, 
were  declared  feditious  ;  and  our  afferting  the  very  rights  which 
placed  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  on  the  heads  of  the  three  fuc- 
ceffive  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  ftiied  rebellion.  Orders 
were  given  to  reinforce  the  troops  in  America.  The  wild  and  bar- 
barous favages  of  the  wildernefs  have  been  folicited,  by  gifts,  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  againfl  us  ;  and  infligated  to  deluge  our  fet- 
tlements  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs  women  and 
children.  The  whole  country  was,  moreover,  alarmed  with  the 
horrors  of  domeftic  infnrredlions.  Refinements  in  parental  cruelty, 
at  which  the  genius  of  Britain  mull:  blufli  !  Refinements  which  ad- 
mit not  of  being  s-ven  recited  without  horror,  or  prasSlifed  without 
infamy  I  We  fliould  be  happy,  were  thefe  dark  machinations  the 
mere  fuggeftions  of  fufpiclon.  We  are  forry  to  declare,  that  we 
are  pofTefled  of  the  mofl  authentic  and  Indubitable  evidence  of  their 
reality. 

The  miniflry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the  pillars  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  endeavoured  to  ereft  the  ftandard  of  defpotifm  in  America; 
and  if  fuccefsful,  Britain  and  Ireland  may  fliudder  at  the  confe- 
qyences ! 
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Three  of  their  moft  experienced  generals  are  fent  to  wage  war 
Vith  their  fellow-lubjetts;  and  America  is  amazed  to  find  the  name 
of  Howe  in  the  catalogue  of  her  enemies:   She  loved  his  brother. 

Defpairing  of  driving  the  colonifts  to  refiftance  by  any  other 
means  than  adual  hoftility,  a  detachment  of  the  army  at  Bofton 
marched  into  the  country  in  all  the  array  of  war  ;  and,  unprovoked, 
fired  upon,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  inhabitants.  The  neighbour- 
ing farmers  fuddenly  affembled,  and  repelled  the  attack.  From 
this,  all  communication  between  the  town  and  country  was  inter- 
cepted. The  citizens  petitioned  the  general  for  permiffion  to  leave 
the  town,  and  he  promifed,  on  furrendering  their  arms,  to  permit 
them  to  depart  with  their  other  effefts.  They  accordingly  fur- 
rendered  their  arms,  and  the  general  violated  his  faith.  Under 
various  pretences,  pafTports  were  delayed  and  denied ;  and  many 
thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  are,  at  this  day,  confined  in  the  town, 
in  the  utmoft  wretchednefs  and  want.  The  lame,  the  blind,  and 
the  fick,  have,  indeed,  been  turned  out  into  the  neighbouring  fields; 
and  lome,  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  centries,have  efcaped  from 
the  town,  by  fwimming  to  the  adjacent  Ihores. 

The  war  having  thus  began  on  the  part  of  general  Gage's  troops, 
the  country  armed  and  embodied.  The  reinforcements  from  Ire- 
land foon  after  arrived;  a  vigorous  attack  was  then  made  upon 
the  provincials.  In  their  march,  the  troops  furrounded  the  town 
of  Charleftown,  confifting  of  about  four  hundred  houfes,  then  re- 
cently abandoned  to  efcape  the  fury  of  a  relentleis  foldiery.  Hav- 
ing plundered  the  houfes,  they  fetfire  to  the  town,  and  reduced  it 
to  allies.  To  this  w'anton  wafte  of  property,  unknown  to  civilized 
nations,  they  were  prompted  the  better  to  conceal  their  approach 
under  cover  of  the  imoke.  A  Ihocking  mixture  of  coAvaj-dice  and 
cruelty,  which  then  firft  tarniflied  the  luftre  of  the  BritiJli  arms, 
when  aimed  at  a  brother's  breaftl  But,  blelTcd  be  God,  they  were 
reftrained  from  committing  farther  ravages,  by  the  lofs  of  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  their  army,  including  many  of  their  moft  ex- 
perienced officers.     The  lofs  of  the  inhabitants  was  inconfiderable. 

Compelled,  therefore,  to  behold  thoufands  of  our  countrymen 
imprifoned,  and  men,  women  and  children  involved  in  promifcuous 
and  unmerited  mifery  I  When  we  find  all  faith  at  an  end,  and  fa- 
cred  treaties  turned  into  tricks  of  flate ;  when  we  perceive  our 
friends  and  kinfmen  maffacred,  our  habitations  plundered,  our 
houfes  in  flames,  and  their  once-happy  inhabitants  fed  only  by  the 
hand  of  ch?.rity;  who  can  blame  us  for  endeavouring  to  reftraiu 
the  progrefs  of  defolation?  who  can  cenfure  our  repelling  the  at- 
tacks of  fuch  a  barbarous  band?  who,  in  fuch  circumftances,  would 
not  obey  the  great,  the  univerfal,  the  divine  law  of  felf-prcferva- 
tion? 

Though  vilified  as  wanting  fpirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave 
likemen— though  infulted and  abul'ed,  we  widi  for  reconciliation — 
though  defamed  as  feditious,  vve  are  ready  to  obev  the  laws — 
and  though  charged  with  rebellion,  will  cheerfully  bleed  in  defence 
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of  our  fovercign  in  a  righteous  caufe.      What  more  can  we  fay? 
What  more  can  we  offer? 

Bat  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  tedious  detail  of  the  vari- 
ous and  fru.tlefs  offers  and  applications  we  have  repeatedly  made, 
not  for  penfions,  for  wealth,  or  for  honours,  but  for  the  humble 
boon  of  being  permitted  to  poffefs  the  fruits  of  honeft  ihduftry,  and 
to  enjoy  that  degree  of  liberty,  to  which  God  and  the  conftitution 
have  given  us  an  undoubted  right. 

BlcfTod  with  an  indiffolubk  union,  with  a  variety  of  internal  re- 
fources,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  juflice  of  the  fupreme  Dii"-' 
pofer  of  all  human  Events,  we  have  no  doubt  of  rifing  iuperior  to 
ail  the  machinations  of  evil  and  abandoned  minifters.  We  already 
anticipate  the  golden  period,  when  liberty,  with  all  the  gentle  arts 
of  peace  and  humanity,  fhall  eftablifh  her  mild  dominion  in  this 
v;eflern  world,  and  ereft  eternal  monuments  to  the  m.emory  of 
thofc  virtuous  patriots  and  martyrs,  who  fliall  have  fought  and 
bled  and  fuffered  in  her  caufe . 

Accept  our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly  dif- 
polition  you  have  always  fliewn  towards  us.  We  know  that  you 
are  not  without  your  grievances.  We  fympathize  with  you  in 
your  diflrefs,  and  are  pleafed  to  find  that  the  defign  of  fubjugating 
us,  has  perfuaded  adminiftration  to  difpenfe  to  Ireland,  ibme  va- 
grant rays  of  minifterial  funfhine.  Even  the  tender  mercies  of 
government  have  long  been  cruel  towards  you.  In  the  rich  paf- 
tures  of  Ireland,  many  hungry  parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  ftrcn'g 
to  labour  in  its  deftruftion.  Vie  hope  the  patient  abiding  of  the 
meek  may  not  always  be  forgotten  ;  and  God  grant  that  the  iniqui- 
tous fchemes  of  extirpating  liberty  from  the  Britifh  empire  maybe 
ibon  defeated.  But  we  ihould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves — we  (hould 
be  perfidious  to  pofterity — we  Ihould  be  unworthy  that  anceftry 
from  which  we  derive  our  defcent,  fliould  we  fubmit,  with  folded 
arms,  to  military  butchery  and  depredation,  to  gratify  the  lordlv 
ambition,  or  fate  the  avarice  of  a  Britifh  miniflry.  In  defence  of 
our  perfons  and  properties,  under  aftual  violation,  we  have  taken 
up  arras;  when  that  violence  lliall  be  removed,  and  hoflilities  ceafe 
on  tlie  part  cf  the  aggrefTors,  they  'hall  ceafe  on  our  part  alfo. — 
For  the  atchievement  of  this  happy  event,  we  confide  in  the  good 
offices  of  our  fellow-fubjedls  beyond  the  Atlantic.  Of  their  friendly 
difpoiition,  we  do  not  yetdefpond;  aware,  as  they  mufi;  be,  that  they 
have  nothing  more  to  expedl  from  the  fame  common  enemy,  than 
the  humble  favour  of  being  laft  devoured. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

S/:  TURD  AT,    Julj  29,    1775. 

Met  ?.ccording  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  ccnfideration  of  the  rcpcrt  frrm  tjje 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  fcllowirg  refclution  : 

Resoh'-ed,  That  the  pay  cf  the  ccmmiffary-gcneval  of  mufters  be 
forty  dollars  per  month. 
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Deputy  commlffary-general  of  ftores  and  provifions,  fixty  dollars 
per  ditto. 

Deput}'-  adjutant-general,  fifty  dollars  per  do. 

Deputy  niufter-mafter-general,  forty  dollars  per  do. 

Brigade-major,  thirty-three  dollars  per  do. 

Commiffary  of  artillery,  thirty  dollars  per  do. 

Judge  advocate,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Colonel,  fifty  dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenant-colonel,  forty  dollars  per  do. 

Major,  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Captain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenant,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Enlign,  ten  dollars  per  do. 

Serjeant,  ei;4:ht  dollars  per  do. 

Corporal,  drummer,  and  fifer,  each  feven  dollars  and  one-third 
per  do. 

Private,  fjx  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  do. 

Adjutant,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Quartcr-maller,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Chaplain,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

That  the  pay  of  the  light-infantry  be  the  fame  as  that  in  the 
regiment  from  a  captain  to  a  private,  both  inclufive. 

That  in  the  artillery,  the  pay  of  a  captain  be  twenty-fix  dollars 
and  two-thirds  pjr  month. 

Captain-lieutenant,  twenty  dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenants,  ilril  and  fecond,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per 
ditto. 

Lieutenant  fireworker,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third,  per  ditto. 

Serjeant,  eight  dollars  and  one-third  per  ditto. 

Corporal,  fcven  dollars  and  a  half  per  month. 

Bombardier,  fcven  dollars  per  ditto. 

Miitrofs,  fix  dollars  and  five-fixths  of  a  dollars  per  ditto. 

Tiiat  the  appointment  of  provoft-martial,  waggon-mailer,  and 
mailer  carpenter  be  left  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armv, 
who  is  to  fix  their  pay,  having  regard  to  the  pay  they  receive  in  the 
miniftcrial  army,  and  the  proportion  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  in 
faid  army  bears  to  the  pay  of  our  officers. 

William  Tuder,  Etq;  w  is  cle»fted  judge  advocate  of  the  army. 

Rcsohidi  That  Michael  Hilkgas,  and  George  (>lymer,  Efqrs;  be 
joint  treafurers  of  the  United  Colonies  :  That  the  treafurers  relide 
in  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  Ihall  give  bond,  with  furety,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  office,  in  the  fum  of  one-  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  to  John  Hancock,  Henry  Middleton,  John  Dickin- 
fon,  John  Alfop,  Thomas  Lynch,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Janus 
Wilfon,  Eftjrs;  and  the  furvivor  of  them,  in  trufl  for  the  United 
Colonies. 

That  the  provincial  alTemblies  or  conventions  do  each  chcofe  a 
trreafurer  for  their  refpedive  colonies,  and  take  AviTu ient  fecuritr 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trull. 
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That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  fink  its  proportion 
of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  in  fiich  man- 
ner as  may  be  moft  eflfetSlual  and  beft  adapted  to  the  condition,  cir- 
cumftances,  and  equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  fuch  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  be  determined  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including  negroes 
and  mulattoes  in  each  colony  ;  but,  as  this  cannot  at  prefent  be  af- 
certained,  that  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  colonies  be  fettled  for  the 
prefent  as  follows,  to  undergo  a  revifion  and  corredlion,  when  the 
lift  of  each  colony  is  obtained, 

New-Hampfhire,  -  124069  and  a  half 

Maffachufetts-Bay,  -  434244 

Rhode-IHand,  -  -         71959  and  a  half 

Connedlicut,  -  -  248139 

New- York,         -  -"  248139 

New-Jerfey,  -  -  161290  and  a  half 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  372208  and  a  half 

Delaware,  -  -  -  37219  and  a  half 

Maryland,  -  -  310174  and  a  half 

Virginia,  -  -         496278 


North-Carolina,  -  -         248139 

South-Caiolina,         -  r         248139 


-3,000000 


That  each  colony  pay  its  refpeftive  quota  in  four  equal  annuaj 
payments,  the  lirft  payment  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of 
November,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779  ;  the  fe- 
pond,  on  or  before  the  lafl  day  of  November,  1780  ;  the  third,  on 
or  before  the  laft  day  of  November,  1781  ;  and  the  fourth  or  laft, 
on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November,  1782  ;  and  that  for  this  end,* 
the  feveral  provincial  afl'emblies,  or  conventions,  provide  for  laying 
and  levying  taxes  in  their  refpeftive  provinces  or  colonies,  towards 
finking  the  continental  bills  :  That  the  faid  bills  be  received  by 
the  coUetlors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the  colleAors 
paid  intQ  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treafurers,  with  all  fuch  other 
monies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  tlie  continental  bills,  which 
other  monies  the  faid  provincial  tveafurer  fhall  endeavour  to  get 
exchanged  for  continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be  done, 
Ihall  fend  to  the  continental  treafurers  the  deficiency  in  filver  or 
gold,  with  the  bills  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funk  in  that  year, 
taking  care  to  cut,  by  a  circular  punch,  of  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole 
in  each  bill,  and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to  render  them  unpaf- 
fable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  legible  :  And  the 
continental  treafurers,  as  faft  as  they  receive  the  faid  quotas,  fliall, 
with  the  afllftance  of  a  committee  of  five  perfons,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Congrefs,  if  fitting,  or  by  the  affembly  or  convention  of  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  examine  and  count  the  continental  bills, 
and  in  the  preferjce  of  the  faid  comnnttee,  burn  and  dcftroy  them. 
And  the  filver  and  gold  fent  them  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of 
quotas,  they  fhall  retain  in  their  hands  until  demanded  in  redemp- 
tion of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that  pur- 


JULY   1775.  175 

pofe,  which  bills  fo  redeemed,  they  fhall  alfo  burn  and  deftroy  in 
prelence  of  the  faid  committee.  And  the  faid  treafurers,  whenever 
they  have  filver  or  gold  in  their  hands  for  the  redemption  of  conti- 
nental bills,  fliall  advertife  the  fame,  fignifying  that  he  is  ready  to 
give  ftlver  or  gold  for  fuch  bills,  to  all  perfons  requiring  it  in  ex- 
change. 

The  provincial  treafurers  and  coUeftors  are  to  have  fuch  allow- 
ances for  their  refpe(f\ive  fervices,  as  fhall  be  diredled  by  the  feve- 
ral  affemblies  or  conventions,  to  be  paid  by  their  refpeftive  pro- 
vince or  colony. 

That  the  continental  treafurers  be  allowed  for  their  fervice  this 
year,  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymafter  general,  commiffary  general,  quar- 
ter-mailer general,  and  every  of  their  deputies,  fliall  take  an  oath, 
truly  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  refpedlive  ftations. 

Ordered.,  That  the  continental  treafurers  do  pay  to  colonel  Wil- 
liam Thompfon,  or  his  order,  five  thoufand  dollars,  on  account,  be- 
ing by  advance  for  the  fervice  of  a  battalion  of  riflemCn  under  his 
command. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  as  foon  as  the  public  bufinefs 
permits,  adjourn  to  the  fifth  of  September  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  confider  of 
the  ftate  of  trade,  after  the  tenth  of  next  September. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  from  the  committee,  reported  the  form  of  a  bond, 
to  be  given  by  the  joint  continental  treafurers. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  do  infpeil  into  the  fuificiency 
of  the  fureties. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o'clock. 

MoNDAT,  July  31,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideraticn  the  j-eport  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  refolve  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  fame  being 
debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  feveral  affemblies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvanla,  and  Virgi. 
nia,  having  referred  to  the  Congrefs  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  which  refolution  is  in  thefe  words: 

Lunx,  20°  Die  Feb.    1775. 

"  The  houfe  in  a  committee  on  the  American  papers.  Motion 
made,  and  queftion  propoiVd  : 

"  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  when  the  gene- 
ral council  and  affembly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his  majefly's 
provinces,  or  colonies  in  ATnerica,  ihall  propole  to  make  provifion, 
according  to  the  condition,  clrcumllance,  or  lituation  of  fuch  pro- 
vince or  colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common 
defence  (fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the 
general  court,  or  general  affembly  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  and 
difpofable  by  parliament)  and  {hall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  the  adminiUration  of 
jullice  in  fuch  province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper  if  fuci'  propo- 
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fal  fhall  be  approved  by  his  majefty,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parlla- 
meiu,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  provifio'n  fhall  be  made  accordingly, 
to  forbear  in  refpeci  of  fuch  province  or  colony  to  lay  any  duty,  tax, 
cr  alTsiTinent,  or  to  impofe  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  affeffment,  ex- 
cept only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or 
impofe,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  ;  tlie  net  produce  or  the 
duties  lad  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  province 
or  colony  refpeftively." 

The  Congrefs  took  the  faid  refolution  into  confideration,  and  are, 
thereupon,  of  opinion, 

That  the  colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  fole  and  exclu- 
five  privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money :  that  this 
involves  a  right  of  deliberating  whether  they  Avill  make  any  gift 
for  what  purpofes  it  fiiall  be  made,  and  what  fliall  be  its  amount  ; 
and  that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  this  privilege  for  any  body  of  men, 
extraneous  to  their  conflitutions,  to  prefcribe  the  purpoies  for  which 
money  fiiall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themfelves  the  authority 
of  judging  of  their  conditions,  circumftances  and  fituations,  and  of 
determining  the  amount  of  the  contribution  to  be  levied. 

That  as  the  colonies  poiTefs  a  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts, 
fo  are  they  entitled  at  all  times  to  enquire  into  their  application, 
to  fee  that  they  be  not  wafled  among  the  venal  and  corrupt  for  the 
purpofe  of  undermining  the  civil  rights  of  the  givers,  nor  yet  be 
diverted  to  the  fupport  of  ftanding  armies,  inconfiftent  with  their 
freedom  and  fubverlive  of  their  quiet.  To  propofe,  therefore,  as 
this  refolution  does,  that  the  monies  given  by  the  colonies  fhall  be 
fubjedl  to  the  difpofal  of  parliament  alone,  is  to  propofe  that  they 
fhall  relinquifli  this  right  of  enquiry,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of 
others  to  render  their  gifts  ruinous,  in  proportion  as  they  are  liberal. 

That  this  privilege  of  giving  or  of  withholding  cur  monies,  is  an 
important  barrier  againPithe  undue  exertion  of  prerogative,  which, 
if  left  altogether  without  controul,  may  be  exercifed  to  our  great 
oppreffion  ;  and  all  hiftory  fliows  how  efficacious  is  its  interceffions 
lor  redrefs  of  grievances  and  re-ePtablilhrnent  of  rights,  and  how 
improvident  it  would  be  to  part  with  fo  powerful  a  mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  proportion  contained  in  this  refolution 
is  unreafonable  and  inlidious  :  Unreafonable,  bwCaufe,  if  we  de- 
clare we  accede  to  it,  we  declare,  without  refcrvation,  we  will  pur- 
chace  the  favour  of  parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at 
what  price  they  will  pleafe  'to  eftimate  their  favour  ;  it  is  infidious, 
becaufc,  individual  colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  again,  till  they 
find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatif- 
fy  :  are  then  to  return  into  oppofition,  divided  from  their  filler  co- 
lonies whom  the  minifter  will  have  previoufly  detached  by  a  grant 
of  eaHer  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procraftination  of  a  definitive  anfwer. 

That  the  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  their  pretended  power  of 
taxation  being  exprcfslv  made  commenfurate  with  the  continuance 
of  our  gifts,  thcfc  muflbe  perpetual  to  make  that  fo.  Whereas  no 
experience  has  Ihewn  that  a  gift  of  perpetual  revenue  fccures  a  per- 


JULY   1775.  177 

petual  return  of  duty  cr  of  kind  difpofition.  On  the  contrary,  the 
parliament  itfclf,  wifely  attentive  to  this  obfervation,  are  in  the 
eiVabliilied  practice  of  granting  their  fupplies  from  year  to  year  only. 

Defirous  and  d;;termined,  as  we  are,  to  confider,  in  the  moft  dif- 
paifionate  view,  every  fecming  advance  towards  a  reconciliation  made 
by  the  Britilh  parliament,  let  our  brethren  of  Britain  refleft,  v.-hat 
would  have  been  the  facrilice  to  men  of  free  fpirits,  had  even  fair 
terms  been  proffered,  as  thefe  infidious  propofals  were  with  circum- 
ftances  of  infuk  and  defiance.  A  propofiticn  to  give  our  money, 
accompanied  with  Kirge  fleets  and  armies,  feems  addrelTed  to  cur 
fears  rather  than  to  our  freedom.  With  what  patience  would  Bri- 
tons have  received  articles  of  treaty  from_  any  power  on  earth  v/hen 
borne  on  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  military  plenipotentiaries  ? 

We  think  the  attempt  unneceiTary  to  raifeupon  us  by  force  or  by 
threats  our  proportional  contributions  to  the  common  defence,  when 
all  know,  and  themfclves  acknowledge,  wc  have  fully  contributed, 
whenever  called  upon  to  do  fo  in  the  characler  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  jufc  that  the  colonies  fliould  be  requir- 
ed to  oblige  themfclves  to  other  contributions,  while  Great-Britain 
polfeffcs  a  monopoly  of  their  trade.  This  of  itftlf  lays  them  under 
heavy  contribution.  To  demand,  therefore,  additional  aids  in  the 
form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the  double  cf  their  equal  proportion  : 
if  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other  parts  of  the  empire, 
let  us  equally  with  them  enjoy  free  commerce  with  the  whole  woild. 
But  while  the  reftridlions  on  our  trade  llmt  to  us  the  refcurces  cf 
wealth,  is  it  juft  we  Hiould  bear  9.11  other  burthens  equally  v/ith  thofe 
to  whom  every  refource  is  open  ? 

We  conceive  that  the  Britidi  parliament  has  no  right  to  inter- 
meddle with  our  proviuons  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  or 
adminiftration  of  juJlice.  The  provifions  we  have  made,  are  fuch 
as  pleafe  ourfelves,  and  are  agreeable  to  our  own  circumftances  : 
They  anfwer  the  fubflantial  purpofes  of  government  and  of  juflice, 
and  other  purpofes  than  thefe  fliould  not  be  anfwtred.  We  do  not 
mean  that  our  people  (hall  be  burthcned  with  oppreffive  taxes,  to 
provide  finecures  for  the  idle  or  tlie  wicked,  under  colour  of  provi- 
ding for  a  civil  lift.  W^hlle  parliament  purfue  their  plan  of  civil 
government  within  tlicir  ov/n  jurifdidaon,  we  alio  hcpc  to  purfue 
ouis  without  molcflation. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  propofition  is  altogether  unfatisfaiSlory, 
becaufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpcnfion  of  the  mode,  not  a  renuncia- 
tion of  the  pretended  right  to  tax  us  :  becraife,too,  it  does  not  j^vo- 
pofc  to  repeal  the  feveral  ads  of  parliament  pafTed  for  the  purpofes 
of  reflraining  the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  cf  government 
cf  one  of  our  colonics  :  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the 
government  of  Quebec  ;  enlarging  the  iurifdi^ion  of  the  courts  of 
admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  ;  tnking  from  us  the  rights  of  trial  by 
a  jury  of  the  vicinnge,  in  cafes  sffefiing  both  life  and  property  ; 
tranfporting  us  into  cth?r  Cf  vntries  to  be  tri<-d  for  criminal  ofTt  n- 
ces  ;  exempting,  by  mock-trial,  the  murderers  of  coh^nifls  frcjr  punifli- 
ment  ;   and  quartering  folJierS   en  us  in  times  of  profound  peace. 
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Nor  do  they  renounce  the  power  of  fufpending  our  own  legiflatures, 
and  for  leglflating  for  us  themfelves  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  On 
the  contrary,  to  fhew  they  mean  to  difcontinuance  of  injury,  they 
pafs  afts,  at  the  very  time  of  holding  out  this  propofition,  for  reftrain- 
ingthe  commerce  and  fifheries  of  the  provinces  of  New-England, 
and  for  interdlAing  the  trade  of  other  colonies  with  all  foreign 
nations,  and  with  each  other.  This  proves,  unequivocally,  they  mean 
not  to  relinquifh  the  exercife  of  indifcriminate  legiflation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  propofition  feems  to  have  been  held  up  to 
the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing  in  dif- 
pute  between  us  but  the  mode  of  levying  taxes  ;  and  that  the  par- 
liament having  now  been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the  colonies 
are  unreafonable  if  not  perfedlly  fatisfied  :  Whereas,  in  truth,  our 
adverfaries  ftill  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libitum,  and  of  tax- 
ing us  themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if  we  do  com- 
ply with  it.  This  leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  proper- 
ty. But,  what  is  of  more  importance,  and  what  in  this  propofal 
they  keep  out  of  fight,  as  if  no  fuch  point  was  now  in  conteft  be- 
tween us,  they  claim  arightto  alter  our  charters  and  eflablifli  laws, 
and  leave  us  without  any  fecurity  for  our  lives  or  liberties.  The 
propofition  feems  alfo  to  have  been  calculated  more  particularly  to 
lull  into  fatal  fecurity,  our  well-aiFefled  fellow-fubjefts  on  the  other 
fide  the  water,  till  time  fliould  be  given  for  the  operation  of  thofe 
arms,  which  a  Britifli  minifter  pronounced  would  inftantaneoufly  re- 
duce the  "  cowardly"  fons  of  America  to  unreferved  fubmiffion. 
But,  when  the  world  refledls,  how  inadequate  to  juftice  are  thefe 
vaunted  terms  ;  when  it  attends  to  the  rapid  and  bold  fucceflion  of 
injuries,  which,  during  the  courfe  of  eleven  years,  have  been  aimed 
afthefe  colonies  ;  when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and  refpeftful  expof- 
tulations,  which,  during  that  whole  time,  were  the  fole  arms  we  op- 
pofed  to  them.  ;  when  it  obferves  that  our  complaints  were  either 
not  heard  at  all,  or  were  anfw6red  with  new  and  accunmlated  in- 
juries ;  when  it  recolledls  that  the  minifter  himfelf,  on  an  early  oc- 
cafion,  declared,  "  that  he  would  never  treat  with  America,  till  he 
had  brought  her  to  his  feet,"  and  that  an  avowed  partifan  of  mi- 
niftry  has  more  lately  denounced  againft  us  the  dreadful  fentence, 
'"  delenda  est  Carthago;"  that  this  was  done  in  prefence  of  aBritifh 
fenate,  and  being  unreproved  by  them,  muft  be  taken  to  be  their 
own  fentiment,  (efpecially  as  the  purpofe  has  already  in  part  been 
carried  into  execution,  by  their  treatment  of  Bofton  and  burning  of 
Cliarleftown  ;)  when  it  confiders  the  great  armaments  with  which 
they  have  invaded  us,  and  the  circumftahces  of  cruelty  with  which 
thefe  have  commenced  and  profecuted  hoftilities  ;  when  thefe  things, 
we  fay,  are  laid  together  and  attentively  confidered,  can  the  world 
be  deceived  into  an  opinion  that  we  are  unreafonable,  or  can  it  he- 
fitate  to  believe  Avith  us,  that  nothinjr  but  our  own  exertions  may 
defeat  the  minifterial  fefitence  of  death  or  abjeif^  fubmiffion. 

On  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  I.ancfdon,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Clintsn,  Mr.  Crane,  Doctor  Frank- 
lin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Kenry,  Miv  Hewcs,  Mr.  Gadf- 
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den,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  committee,  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  to 
make  enquiry  in  all  the  colonies,  after  virgin  lead,  and  leaden  ore, 
and  the  beft  methods  of  colleding,  fmelting,  and  refining  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  named  gentlemen  be  a  committee,  in 
the  recefs  of  the  Congrefs,  to  enquire  into  the  cheapeft  and  eafieft 
methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  under  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  trade  after  the  tenth  of  September,  and  after 
fomc  debate,  the  fame  was  poftponed  to  a  future  Hay. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  when  the  Congrefs  adjourns  for  re- 
cefs, it  be  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  fundry  merchants  in  New-York,  and  the 
other  from  fundry  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  refpefting  the  fale  of 
teas  imported  before  the  late  affociation,  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

mmm®  ■■     

TuESDAT,  August  1,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  live  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  from  the  continental  treafury,  to  the  paymafter 
general,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
in  fuch  manner,  as  general  Wafl^ington,  or  the  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  by  his  warrants,  fliall  limit  and  appoint  ;  and  if 
the  above  fum  fliall  be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Con- 
grefs, then  that  general  Wafhington,  or  the  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  trea- 
fury, for  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favour  of  the 
paymafter-general,  to  be  applied  for  the  ufe  and  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  be  a  committee  to 
receive  and  count  the  above  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
and  forward  the  fame,  under  the  care  of  the  delegates  of  MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay, provided  fo  much  is  now  ready  in  the  treafury.  If 
that  is  not  the  cafe,  then  to  receive,  count,  and  forward,  by  the  faid 
delegates,  what  is  ready,  and  the  remainder  by  the  firfl  opportunity 
in  the  fafell  and  beft  manner. 

Resolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  provincial  convention  of  New- 
Y'ork,  to  be  applied  towards  the  difchage  of  the  monies  advanced 
and  the  debts  contrafted  for  tlie  pul)lic  fervice,  by  the  faid  provin- 
cial convention  and  the  conimittee  of  Albany,  in  purfuance  of  the 
diredlions  of  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  faid  provincial  conven- 
tion account  to  this  Congrefs,  at  their  next  meeting,  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  faid  money. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ordered 
to  pay  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  Connetiticut,  viz.  Elipha- 
let  Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Silas  Deane,  Efqrs;  the  fum  of 
fifty  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  by  them  paid  unto  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  faid  colonv,  in  part  of  the  fums  by  them  difburfed 
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in  the  continental  fervice  :  The  faid  governor  and  company  to  ac 
count  therefor. 

Bdsohedy  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  im- 
mediately- forwarded  from  the  continental  treafury,  to  the  paymafter 
general,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  New- York  de- 
partment, in  fuch  manner  as  general  Schuyler,  by  his  warrant,  fhall 
limit  and  appoint  ;  and  that  if  the  above  fum  fhall  be  expended  be- 
fore the  next  meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then  that  general  Schuyler, 
or  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being,  in  that  department, 
be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  treafury,  for  a  further 
fum,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  applied  for 
the  ufe  and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  fixteen  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the 
delegates  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  in  full  for  the  like  fum  by 
them  borrowed  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  on  the  3d  of  June  laft, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Resolved.^  That  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  or  any  three  of  them,  for 
contingent  fervices,  and  that  out  of  the  fame,  be  paid  the  expen- 
fes  incurred  for  raifing  and  arming  the  rifle  companies,  and  forex- 
prelTes  and  other  fmall  charges,  of  which  the  Congrefs  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  exa6l  accounts  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee 
do  lay  before  the  Congrefs,  at  their  next  meeting,  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  that  matter. 

Whereas,  at  a  former  Congrefs  it  was  refolved,  that,  if  certain 
afts  of  parliament,  in  the  continental  affociation  enumerated  and 
complained  of,  fhould  not  be  repealed  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
Septe:r.ber,  1775,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Colonies  would 
not,  direftly  or  indiredlly,  export  any  merchandize  or  commodity 
whatfoever,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  as 
fome  doubts  have  arifen  with  refpeft  to  the  true  fpirit  and  conftruc- 
tion'of  faid  refolve  ;  to  the  end,  that  fuch  doubts  may  be  removed, 

Resolved,  That  under  the  prohibition,  in  the  faid  affociation 
contained,  to  export  to,  or  import  from,  the  iflands  of  Great-Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  this  Congrefs  intends  to  comprize  all  exportation 
to,  or  Importation  from,  the  iflands  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Al- 
derney,  and  Man,  and  every  European  ifland  and  fettlement  with- 
in the  Britifti  dominions  ;  and  that  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  this  Congrefs  means  to  comprehend  all  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  Britifh  and  foreign,  to  whatever  ftate,  power,  or 
prince  belonging,  or  by  whomfoever  governed,  and  alfo  the  Sum- 
mer iflands,  Bahama  iflands,  Berbicia  and  Surinam  on  the  Main, 
and  every  ifland  and  fettlement  within  the  latitude  of  the  Ibuthera 
line  of  Georgia  and  the  equator. 

Adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the  fifth  of  September  next. 

Tie  above  is  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress, from  their  tneetiiig  on  the  tenth  of  May,  to  this  time, 
except  that  some  resolutions,  relative  to  military  operations, 
carrying  on,  are  omitted,  John  Hancock,  President. 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec'rj. 


JOURNALS 

OF 

CONGRESS. 
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AGREEABLE  to  adjournment,  the  prefident  and  a  number  of 
the  members  met,  but  there  not  being  fufficient  to  enter 
upon  buliaels,  the.Congrefs  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Wednefday  the   13th. 

WEDNESDAr.y- September    13,    1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  province  of  Georgia,  having  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent 
that  colony  in  Congrefs,  and  three  of  the  delegates  attending,  their 
credentials  were  produced,  read,  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows: 

Georgia.  The  alarming  and  critical  iituation  of  affairs  upon  the 
continent  of  America,  having,  at  length,  roufed  the  attention  of  this 
province,  and  the  feveral  inhabitants  thereof,  being  defirous  of 
uniting  with  their  fifter  colonies  in  the  great  and  important  caufe, 
a  general  eleftion  was  held  throughout  the  province  for  delegates 
to  fit  in  provincial  Congrefs ;  and  the  faid  delegates  having  fo  met 
in  Savannah,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  proceeded  upon  the  conii- 
deration  of  fuch  buiinefs  as  appeared  to  be  lit  and  neceffary ;  and 
among  other  things,  they  made  choice  of  five  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  province  in  the  grand  continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting  in 
Philadelphia,  viz.  Archibald  Bullock,  Efq;  John  Houfton,  Efq; 
the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  Efq;  and  Lyman  Hall, 
Efq;  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  and  we,  the  feveral  delegates  for 
the  different  parilhes  and  diftricls  in  this  province,  in  provincial  Con- 
grefs affembled,  do  hereby  declare  the  faid  Archibald  Bullock,  and 
John  Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones, 
and  Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs;  duly  and  fairly  elefted,  as  the  delegates  for 
this  province  ;  and  we  do  authorize  and  require  the  faid  Archibald 
Bullock,  and  John  Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wim- 
berly Jones,  and  Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  them,  imme- 
diately to  repair  to  the  faid  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there  to  take 
their  feats  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in  the 
general  Congrefs  now  fitting,  to  do,  tranfaft,  join,  and  concur  with 
the  feveral  delegates  from  the  other  colonies  and  provinces  upon 
this  continent,  in  all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  fliall  appear  eligible 
and  fit,  at  this  alarming  time,  for  the  prefervation  and  defence  of 
our  ri^ts  and  liberties,  and  for  the  reftoration  of  h;irmoiiy  upon 
conftitutional  principles,  between  Great-Britain  and  America. 

And  we  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Archibald  Bullock,  and  John 
Houfton,  Efqrs;  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  and 
Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  of  them,  inwhofe  fidelity,  honour, 
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and  ability  we  very  much  confide,  our  full  and  whole  power  in  die 
premifes  ;  and  do  promife  and  engage,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and  our 
conftituents  refpedively,  (the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Geor- 
gia) under  the  facred  ties  of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  our  coun- 
try, to  abide  by,  enforce,  and  carry  into  execution,  or  endeavour, 
at  the  rifque  and  expenfe  of  life  and  property  fo  to  do,  all  and  what- 
foever  our  faid  delegates,  or  any  three  of  them,  in  concurrence  Avith 
the  reft  of  the  delegates  from  the  feveral  colonies  and  provinces 
upon  this  continent,  fliall  refolve  and  agree  upon,  or,  as  fhall  be 
agreed  and  refolved  upon  by  the  faid  continental  Congrefs,  now  fit- 
ting in  Philadelphia  aforefaid,  while  our  faid  delegates  or  any  three 
of  them  fhall  be  fo  fitting. 

Signed  in  provincial  Congrefs,  this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  1775, 
by  53  members. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia,  appointed  by  a  convention  of  that 
colony,  at  Richmond,  Auguft  1 1,  1775,  produced  their  credentials) 
which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

Virginia.  In  Convention,  August  II,  1775. 
The  convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  deputies 
to  reprefcnt  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Efq;  exprelTed  his  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  honour 
done  him  in  two  former  appointments  to  that  important  trufl,  but, 
on  account  of  the  declining  flate  of  his  health,  entreated  to  be  ex- 
cufcd  from  the  prefent  nomination,  which  excufe  being  accepted, 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are 
juflly  due  to  George  Walhington,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Efqrs;  three  of  the  worthy  deputies,  who  reprefented  this 
colony  in  the  late  continental  Congrefs,  for  their  faithful  difcharge 
of  that  important  truft,  and  this  body  are  only  induced  to  difpenfe 
with  their  future  fervices  of  the  like  nature,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  two  former  to  other  offices  in  the  public  fervlce,  incom- 
patible with  tiieir  attendance  on  this,  and  the  infirm  ftate  of  health 
of  the  latter. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  deputies 
to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  for  one  year,  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  names  of  the  deputies 
to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Adams  were 
appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,    and  report  upon  whom  the 
majority  fell,  who  retired,  and  after  fome  time,  returned  into  con^ 
ventlon,  and  reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  ovder,  examined 
the  ballot-box,  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows: 
For  the  hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;         89 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq;     88 
Thomas  JefFerfon,  Efq;        85 
Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;     83 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Efq;  66 

Richard  Bland,  Efq;  6 1 

George  Wythe,  Efq;  58 
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Eesolved,  That  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard  Heniy  Lee» 
Thomas  JefFerfon,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard 
Bland,  and  George  Wythe,  Efqrs;  be  appointed  deputies  to  repre- 
ient  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs  for  one  year,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  for  fuch  time  and  to  fuch  place  or 
places  as  may  be  thought  moft  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  deputies,  or  any  four  of  them,  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  reprcfent  this  colony. 

Saturday,  August  12,  1775. 

Richard  Bland,  Efq;  returned  this  convention  his  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour  they  had  pleafed  a  third 
time  to  confer  on  him,  by  appointing  him  one  of  the  deputies  to  re- 
prcfent this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  and  faid  this  frefh  inftance 
of  their  approbation  was  fulficient  for  an  old  man,  almoft  deprived 
of  fight,  whofe  greateft  ambition  had  ever  been  to  receive  the  plau- 
dit of  his  country,  whenever  he  ftiould  retire  from  the  public  ftage 
of  life  :  That  the  honorable  teftimony  he  lately  received  of  this 
approbation,  joined  with  his  prefent  appointment,  fhould  ever  ani- 
mate him,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  to  fupport  the  glorious  caufe  in 
which  America  is  now  engaged,  but  that  his  advanced  age  rendered 
him  incapable  of  taking  an  adlive  part  in  thofe  weighty  and  impor- 
tant concerns,  which  muft  neceffarily  be  agitated  in  the  great  coun- 
cil of  the  United  Colonies;  and,  therefore,  begging  leave  to  de- 
cline the  honour  they  had  been  pleafed  to  confer  on  him,  and  defir- 
ing  that  fome  perfon,  more  fit  and  able,  might  fupply  his  place. 

Ri^solved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are 
juftly  due  to  the  faid  Richard  Bland,  Efq;  one  of  the  worthy  depu- 
ties who  reprefented  this  colony  in  the  late  continental  Congrefs, 
for  his  faithful  difcharge  of  that  important  truft,  and  this  body  are 
only  induced  to  difpenfe  with  his  future  fervices  of  the  like  nature, 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age. 

Tuesday,  August  \ 5,  \77 5. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  to  re- 
prefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  Richard 
Bland,  Efq;  who  hath  reiigned,  and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  deputy  to  be  appointed,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  the 
majority  fell  ;  who  retired,  and  after  fome  time  reported,  that  the 
numbers  ftood  as  follows : 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;   37 
Carter  Braxton,  Efq;  36 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;  be  appoin- 
ted a  deputy  to  reprcfent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs. 

(Signed)  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  alfo  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  fuUows; 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  fcveral  counties 
of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  /Vnnapolis,  oa  Wednef- 
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day,  the  26th  of  July,  1775,  and  continued  till  the  14th  day  of  Au- 
gufl:  in  the  fame  year  : 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Robert  Goldfborough,  William  Paca,  Sa- 
muel Chafe,  Thomas  Stone,  and  John  Hall,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  be  deputies  to  reprefent  this  province  in  continental 
Congrefs,  and  that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full 
and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafiircs,  which  fuch 
Congrefs  fliall  deem  neceffary  and  effeftual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of 
Am-erican  grievances;  and  further,  we  do  authorife  our  faid  depu- 
ties, to  reprefent  and  aA  for  this  province  in  any  continental  Con- 
grefs, which  may  be  held  before  the  25th  day  of  March  next. 

(Signed)  G.  Duvall,  clerk. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  only  172,520  dollars  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  paymafter-general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  that  the  general  was  under  great 
difficulty  for  want  of  money  : 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  do  immediately 
fend,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  paymafter-general,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  in  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,.  the  fum  of  527,480  dollars, 
•which,  with  that  fent,  will  make  up  the  fum  of  700,000  dollars  vo- 
ted at  the  laft^  feffion. 

Sundry  letters  received  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  were  pro- 
duced and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington,  No.  4,  and  5,  with  fundry  en- 
clofed  papers  ;  four  from  general  Schuyler,  16th  and  2  1ft  of  July, 
and  2d  and  31ft  of  Auguft,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

One  from  Meffrs.  L.  Morris,  and  J.  Wilfon,  of  6th  September. 

One  from  G.  Bedford,  deputy  mufter-mafter  general,  with  en-, 
clofed  papers. 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  the  deputies  of  the  feveral  diftricts  in  the 
ifland  of  Bermuda,  dated  12th  of  Auguft,  with  an  account  of  the 
proviftons  imported  and  expended  in  that  ifland,  for  three  years 
laft  paft,  taken  from  the  cuftom-houfe  books,  and  an  eftimate  of  the 
provifions  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants  for  one  year. 

A  memorial  from  James  Strwart  and  Samuel  Jackfon,  owners 
of  the  fhip  Friendfhip,  Thomas  Jann,  maft-er,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  the  faid  fhip,  on  the  28th  of 
Auguft  laft,  failed  from  Maryland  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  but 
being  overtaken  by  the  late  ftorm,  fhe  was  driven  on  fhoals  and 
much  damaged,  and  got  into  Hampton  road,  with  the  lofs  of  all 
her  mafts  ;  and  praying  that  the  memorialifts  may  be  allowed  to 
unload  faid  fnip,  and  that  after  being  refitted,  ftie  may  take  the 
faid  cargo  on  board,  and  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  Congrrfs,  taking  into  confideration  the  above  memorial, 

Resohed,  That  the  faid  cargo  be  unloaded  under  the  infpeAion 
of  the  committee  of  Norfolk,  and  that  the  faid  Ihip,  being  refitted, 
be  allowed  to  take  faid  cargo  on  board  again,  and  proceed  on  her 
voyage  ;  and  in  cafe,  on  examination,  the  faid  ihip  is  condemned  as 
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unfit  for  fea,  that  tlie  faid  cargo  be  put  on  board  fome  other  vef- 
fel,  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  committee  aforefaid,  and  exported. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  on 
board  the  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  capt.  N.  Falconer,  from  London, 
fundry  cafes,  containing  his  books,  papers  and  houfehold  furniture, 
which  were  in  his  ufe  when  he  lived  in  London,  and  which  were 
imported  for  his  own  ufe,  and  not  for  fale  ;  and  it  being  fubmltted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs,  whether  fuch  importation  is 
comprehended  within  the  firft  article  of  affociation, 

Jiesolved^  That  fuch  importation  is  not  to  be  comprehended 
within  the  meaning  of  the  faid  firfl;  article  of  the  afTociation,  and 
that  the  faid  books,  papers  and  furniture  may  be  landed  and  deli- 
vered to  the  owner. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Weftmoreland, 
in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^w®^ 

Thuhsdat,  September    14,    1775. 

A  number  of  letters  received  by  feveral  members,  during  the 
recefs  of  Congrefs,  being  produced,  were  read  : 

Firfl,  A  letter  from  Jofeph  Hawley,  Efq;  excufing  his  not  a»rt- 
ing  as  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs,  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate 
of  health. 

Second,  A  letter  from  Elifha  Phelps,  appointed  a  commiiTary 
for  the  northern  army  by  governor  Trumbull,  in  purfuance  of  an 
order  of  Congrefs,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  commifnon  and 
appointment. 

Third,  A  letter  from  J.  Reade,  Efq;  fecretary  to  general  Wafli- 
ington,  among  other  things,  intimating  the  defire  of  the  general, 
that  the  cloathing  lately  intercepted  by  the  committee  of  Phila- 
delphia, ftiould  be  forwarded  to  the  camp  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame- 
rican army. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  cloathing  be  immediately  forwarded, 
under  a  proper  guard,  by  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  army. 

Fourth,  A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  in  New-York, 
with  an  enclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Wafhington  : 

Thefe  being  taken  into  confideration ; 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  Congrefs  to-morrow,  an  account  of  the  powder,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Colonies,  received,  and  how  it  is  difpofed  of,  alfo 
an  account  of  all  the  powder  now  in  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Flemming,  Efq.  be  appointed  deputy 
adjutant-general  for  the  army  in  the  New-York  or  northern  de- 
partment, with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  the  prefident  make 
out  a  commifTion  for  him  accordingly,  and  forward  the  fame  by 
the  firft  opportunity. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  forward  to  general  "Schuyler,  four 
hundred  blank  commifTions  for  the  officers  in  his  army,  to  be  by 
hi:r.  filled  up,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs. 
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Fifth,  Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  which  being  taken 
into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer,  Efq;  be  appointed  direftor  of 
the  hofpital,  and  chief  phyfician,  and  furgeon,  for  the  army  in  the 
northern  department. 

That  the  pay  of  the  faid  Samuel  Stringer,  as  direftor,  phyfician, 
and  furgeon,  be  four  dollars  per  day. 

That  he  be  authorized  and  have  power  to  appoint  a  number  of 
furgeons'  mates  under  him,  not  exceeding  four. 

That  the  pay  of  faid  mates  be  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conftant  pay,  unlefs  the  (Ick 
and  wounded  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  conftant  attendance 
of  four,  and  to  be  diminilhed  as  circumftances  will  admit,  for  which 
reafon  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay 
for  aftual  fervice. 

That  the  deputy  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  pay  doftor 
Stringer  for  the  medicines  he  has  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
and  that  he  purchafe  and  forward  fuch  other  medicines  as  general 
Schuyler  fnall,  by  his  warrant,  direct,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  be  a  committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fupplying  the 
continental  army  with  medicines. 

The  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  appointed,  at  the  laft  feffion,  a 
ccmmittee  to  fettle  and  pay  the  expenfes  incurred  for  railing  and 
arming  the  rifle  companies,  as  well  as  thofe  incurred  in  confequence 
of  a  refolve  for  raifing  a  company  of  huffars,  and  for  expreffes,  &c. 
informed  the  Congreis,  that  on  account  of  fiindry  difficulties,  they 
had  not  executed  that  fervice,  and  defired  that  fome  members  from 
other  colonies,  where  debts  have  been  contraded,  may  be  added; 
■Nvhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Jay, 
and  Mr.  Deane,  be  added  to  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  and 
that  any  five  of  them  be  a  quorum  to  fettle  and  pay  the  above  ac- 
counts, and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  Congrefs. 

The  delegates  from  the  colony  of  Georgia,  informed  the  Congrefs, 
that  agreeable  to  an  order  from  their  conftituents,  chey  had  fundry 
papers  from  that  colony  to  lay  before  the  Congrefs. 

The  papers,  being  produced,  were  read. 

The  comniiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, having  tranfniitted  to  the  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  a  treaty' 
held  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  in  Auguft,  the  fame  were 
read. 

The  Congrefs  then  rcfumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  recei- 
ved from  MelTrs.  L.  Morris  and  J.  Wilfon,  of  the  6th  inftant. 

Resolved,  That  col.  Lewis  Morris,  who  is  now  at  Pittlburg,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  aft  as  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  middle  department,  at  the  treaty  propofed  to  be  held 
there  on  the  23d  inftant,  Dr.  Franklin,  the  (landing  commiffioner,- 
not  beinc?  able  to  atu-.nd. 
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Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon, 
and  inform  them  of  the  foregoing  refolution. 
Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  15,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  be  appointed  a  commiflion- 
cr  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of  P. 
Henry,  Efq;  who  has  declined  that  fervicc. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  when 
the  convention  of  that  colony  agreed  to  enter  into  the  continental 
affociation,  they  refolved,  among  other  things,  "  that  if  any  vefTel 
arrived  from  Great-Britain,  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the 
fixth  of  Auguft,  the  goods  imported  fhould,  at  the  option  of  the 
importer  either  be  re-lhipped,  or  put  into  flore,  and  there  remain 
until  the  Congrefs  determined  what  fhould  be  done  with  them" — 
That  during  that  time  two  veffels  had  arrived  with  goods,  which 
were  ftored,  they  therefore  defired  the  determination  of  the  Congrefs 
on  that  matter. 

After  fome  debate  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Georgia 
to  caufe  the  cargoes,  which  have  arrived  there  from  Great-Britain 
or  Ireland,  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the  fixth  day  of  Au- 
guft, at  the  eleftion  of  the  proprietors,  either  to  be  fent  back  or 
fold  at  public  audlion  ;  that  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  fuch 
fales  the  proprietors  or  fhippers,  be  paid  the  prime  coft  of  faid  car- 
goes and  all  charges  attending  the  fame,  and  that  the  overplus  be 
retained  by  the  faid  convention,  and  by  them  applied  toward  put- 
ting their  province  into  a  pofiiure  of  defence. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  September  \6,  1775. 
The  delegates  from  New-Hampfliire  attended  in  Congrefs  and 
produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are 
as  follows: 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Congress,  at  Exeter,  August23,  1775. 
Voted,  That  colonel  Jofiah  Bartlet  be  appointed  in  the  room  and 
ftead  of  John  Sullivan,  Efq;  now  engaged  In  the  army,  In  conjunc- 
tion with  captain  John  Langdon,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  either  of 
them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this 
colony  at  faid  Congrefs. 

(Signed)  Matthew  Thornton,  prefident. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal, 
Atteft,  E.  Thomson,  fecretary. 

The  Congrefs  reiiimed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  ge- 
neral Wafhlngton,  No.  4,  5,  and  6,  and  one  fince  received,  but  not 
numbered;  and  after  debate. 
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Resolved^  "fhat  the  further  confideration  of  them  be  deferred  till 

Monday  next. 

Resolved.,  That  thisCongrefs  will,  on  Wednefday  next,  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next,  nine  o'clock. 

^»®^ 

MoNDAT,  September  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  riflemen, 
&c.  laid  before  the  Gongrefs  the  account  of  Mr.  Weft  and  Mr. 
Donaldfon,  amounting  to  5303|-|.  dollars,  money  by  them  advanced 
for  the  purchafe  of  rifles  and  fhirts,  Sec.  for  the  privates  of  feveral 
companies,  which  is  charged  to  the  refpeftive  companies,  and  for 
blankets  and  ammunition  fupplied  them,  which  is  charged  to  the 
continent,  which  account  the  committee  have  examined  and  find  juft. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  pay  the  above  account. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated 
Ifle-aux-Noix,  September  8th,  and  the  fame  being  read. 

Resolved.,  That  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  general 
Walhington,  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Gongrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  confidera- 
tion the  letters  from  general  Schuyler. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

«B<^^ 

TuESDAJ',  September   19,    1775. 

The  Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler: 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  publifh  an  authentic  account  of  the 
intelligence  received. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Ja}^,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  general 
Schuyler. 

A  motion  being  made  in  behalf  of  one  col.  John  Fenton,  who  had 
been  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  for 
being  concerned  in  meafures  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  Americans, 
and  who,  by  order  of  the  general,  now  remains,  on  his  parole,  a 
prifoner  at  Hartford  ;  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland. 

Resolved,  That  gerteral  Wafliington  be  inftrufted  to  difcharge 
the  faid  col.  John  Fenton  from  cuftody,  on  his  giving  his  parole 
of  honour  to  uroceedto  New-York,  and  from  thence  to  Great-Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  and  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  good  people  of 
this  continent. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Gongrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  confide- 
ration the  letters  from  general  Wafliington. 

Adjo\n-ned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

JVEDWESDAr,  September  ^Oj   1775. 
Resolved,  'J'hat  the  ]>refident  write  to  the  provincial  convention 
cf  Nev.'-York,  or  the  committee  of  fufety,  dire  lining  them  immedi- 
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ately  to  equip  and  fend  forward  the  whole  of  the  troops  ordered  to 
be  raifed,  to  join  general  Schuyler,  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  debated,  corre<^ed  and  ap- 
proved. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  figned  by  the  prefident  and  forwarded  im- 
mediately. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  general  Schuyler's  letter,  and  of  the 
enclofed  papers,  and  of  the  letters  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  general  Wafhington. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  gen. 
Wafhington. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Gridly  have  a  commiflion  as  a  cojonel  of 
the  artillery. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  fubjed:  of  trade  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ni^e  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat^  September  2\,    1775.   ' 

The  committee  of  accounts  laid  before  the  Congrefs  fundry  ac- 
counts, viz. 

An  account  of  Timothy  Matlack,  employed  as  a  clerk,  amount- 
ing to  162  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Milligan,  for  fundry  fail  cloth,  Ruflia 
(hecting,  oznabrigs,  Sec.  bought  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  by 
order  of  the  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  amount- 
ing to  4842  -j^   dollars. 

An  account  from  the  committee  of  Berks,  advanced  for  fundry 
rifle  companies,  amounting  to  552  1-1- dollars,  including  a  confidcra- 
ble  fum  advanced  to  colonel  Thompfon. 

Ordered^  That  the  two  firfl:  be  paid  immediately,  and  that  the 
laft  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  for  examination,  and  if 
found  juft,  that  they  pay  it. 

Resolved^  That  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier-general  be  deferred. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  general's  let- 
ters, and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  general  Waihington  be  ordered  to  ilfue  conimif- 
fions  to  majors  Box,  Scammel,  and  Brewer,  as  brigade-majors. 

That  the  pay  of  the  judge-advocate  in  the  army  in  the  MalVa- 
chufetts-Bay,  for  himfelfand  his  clerk,  be  fifty  dollars  per  month, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  connderatiou 
the  memorial  of  the  commifTary-general,  and  report  their  opinion 
on  the  befl  means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  provifions. 

The  ballots  being  brought  in  and  examined,  the  following  perfons 
were  eledled,  viz.  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton, 
Mr.  Culhing,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

Resolved^  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  nominate 
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and  aj5poiht  a  proper  perfon  to  the  office  of  brigade.major,  in  the 
army  under  his  command,  and  to  iffue  a  commiffion  accordingly. 

Resolved^  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  confide- 
ratrn  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  North-America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FrIDAT^  September  22,    1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  Andrew 
M'Nair,  door-keeper,  for  his  fervice,  amounting  to  57.8  dollars,  is 
reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  the  committee  of  fafety  in  New-York,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed. 

One  from  IMr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  dated  Pittsburgh,  Sep- 
tember 14,  with  fundi-y  papers  enclofed. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  informed  the 
Congrefs  that  they  have  taken  into  cuftody  major  Rogers,  an  of- 
ficer in  the  kiiVg's  fervice, 

Resolved^  That  in  cafe  the  committee  find  nothing  agalnft  major 
Rogers,  except  that  of  his  being  a  half-pay  officer,  he  be  difcharged, 
on  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
America  in  the  prefent  controverfy  between  Great-Britain  and 
America. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America,  and  report  their  opinion. 

That  the  committee  conlift  of  feven. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  perfons 
were  chofen,  viz.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
•Randolph,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  William 
Shad,  amounting  to  48  dollars,  for  his  fervices  as  meffenger,  laft 
feffion,  is  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  account  be  paid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

SAfvRDAr,  September  23,   1775. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a  quanti- 
ty of  woolen  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  the  amount  of  five 
thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

That  the  faid  goods  when  bought,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
quarter  maftfers-general  of  the  continental  armies,  and  that  the  fame 
te  by  them  fold  out  to  the  private  foldiers  of  faid  armies,  at  prime 
coft  and  charges,  including  a  commiffion  of  five  per  centum  to  the 
faid  quarter  mafters-general  for  their  trouble. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The  ballot  being  taken  and  examined  the  following  members 
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where  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Deane, 
and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  committee  of  claims  produced  two  receipts  for  money  re- 
ceived of  James  Whitehead. 

One  iigned  by  Richard  Brown,  a  captain  of  one  of  the  rifle  com- 
panies from  Maryland,  for  fifty  pounds  Pennfylvania  currency, 
133i  dollars. 

The  other  figned  by  Michael  Creffop,  a  captain  of  the  other  rifle 
company  from  Maryland,  for  one  hundred  pounds  Pennfylvania 
currency,  266|^  dollars,  received  for  the  ufe  of  their  refpeftive  com- 
panies, marching  to  Cambridge  in  the  continental  fervice. 

Ordered.^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid  to  j  ames  Whitehead, 
and  charged  to  the  refpeftive  companies. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means 
of  fupplying  the  army  with  medicines,  do  buy  a  parcel  of  drugs  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Rapalje,  which  he  offers  at  the  prime  colt. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

.m^i^mm^ 

MoifDAr,  September  25,   1775. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington,  No.  5,  and  6,  and  two  others  not  numbered. 

Resolved.)  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
anfwer. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  members 
were  chofen,  viz.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  having  reprefented  to  the  Congrefs, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  order  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  firft  of 
Auguft  laft,  they  have  drawn  out  of  the  treafury  the  fum  of  10,000 
dollars,  and  that  over  and  above  they  have  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
ers  for  the  further  fum  of  1,9261  dollars,  to  difcharge  fundry  ac- 
counts, which  the  Congrefs  ordered  them  to  pay,  they  therefore 
move  that  the  Congrefs  will  ilTue  an  order  for  the  fame  to  indem- 
nify the  treafurers. 

The  Congrefs  taking  this  matter  into  confideration, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee's  draught  for  the  above  fum  be 
deemed  valid,  and  allowed  good  in  the  treafurers  accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in  different  from  thofe  committed  to  the 
foregoing  committee  to  liquidate,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  continent  be  put  into  a  proper  train  of  liquidation 
and  fettlement,  in  order  for  payment. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  accounts  or  claims  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  confifl  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  United  Colonies, 
to  whom  all  accounts  againft  the  continent  are  to  be  referred,  who 
are  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  fame,  in  order  for  payment, 
feven  of  them  to  be  a  quorum. 

That  the  committee  confifl  of  the  following  members,  viz.  Mr. 
Xangdon,  Mr.  Cudiing,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  DeaKe,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Ntli'on,  Mr. 
Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Zubly, 
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That  the  former  committee  deliver  to  the  committee  now  ap- 
pointed, all  the  books,  accounts,  and  papers  in  their  hands. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  produced  an  account  of  the 
powder  imported,  and  how  it  has  been  difpofed  of. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Meflrs. 
Morris  and  Wilfon,  of  14th  September,  with  the  enclofed  papers, 
and  after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  referred  till  to-njorrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  September  26,  1775. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for,  but  as  the  delegates  for  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennfylvania  were  not  prefent,  the  confideration  of  the 
letters  and  papers  from  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  was  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfv/er  to  general  Wafh- 
ington's  letters,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read,  debated  and  a- 
greed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  being  tranfcribed,  be  figned  by  the  prell- 
dent,  and  be  forwarded  immediately. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal  of  the  Congrefs 
during  the  laft  feffions,  in  order  for  the  prefs,  reported  a  copy,  which 
was  in  part  read. 

Ordered.,   That  the  remainder  be  read  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  September  27,   1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  applied  to  the  Congrefs  for  advice  how 
to  charge  fundry  accounts,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confider- 
ation. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfe  of  kettles,  canteens,  and  fpoons,  fup- 
plied  to  the  foldiers,  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

Resolved^  That  the  fum  of  1 60,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Connefti- 
cut,  for  fupplies  iffued  by  that  colony  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  be  accounted  for  by  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  were  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  balance  due  to  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  amounting  to 
gsrJj-of  a  dollar. 

An  account  of  George  Frank,  for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
58  dollars. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Northampton  county,  for  mo- 
ney advanced  for  fundry  rifle  companies,  amounting  to  3182|^  of 
a  dollar. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  journals  of  the  !ai\  feffions,  and  the 
fame  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  journal,  as  now  correAed,  be  publifhed  by  the 
fecretary,  and  that  he  fuperintend  and  corred  the  prefs. 
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A  memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance,  was  prefented  and 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  they  had  chartered  a  veffel  to  carry  a  load 
of  wheat,  that  the  faid  veffel  in  going  from  Philadelphia  to  Chefter- 
Town,  Maryland,  was  loft  in  the  late  ftorm,  by  which  they  were 
prevented  from  exporting,  before  the  10th  of  September,  the  cargo 
•which  they  had  adually  purchafed ;  and  therefore  praying  for  li- 
berty to  export  the  cargo  to  a  foreign  port. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  refpedling  an  application  made  to  them  by  a  captain, 
for  leave  to  take  a  cargo  of  flour  to  Glouce{ler,in  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered.,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Friday. 

Friday,  September  29,   1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  2  1ft  of  September, 
with  fundry  enclofed  papers,  being  received  by  exprefs,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

A  balance  due  to  John  Powell,  for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
45-^  dollars. 

An  account  of  Matthias  Slough,  for  money  advanced  to  the  rifle 
companies,  amounting  to  710|^  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Alexander  for  riding  exprefs,  a  balance 
due  to  him,  amounting  to  172|-|  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  accounts  are  ordered  to  be  paid,  the 
orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  and  figned  by  the  prefident. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to 
repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  to  confer  with  ge- 
neral Wafhington,  and  with  the  governor  of  Connefticut,  lieute- 
nant-governor of  Rhode-Iiland,  the  council  of  MalTachufetts,  and 
the  prefident  of  the  convention  of  New-Hampfliire,  and  fuch  other 
perfons  as,  to  the  faid  committee  Ihall  feem  proper,  touching  the 
moft  efTeftual  method  of  continuing,  fupporting,  and  regulating  a 
continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  faid  committee  be  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^<®^ 

SaVurdat,  September  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a  committee,  and  the 
ballots  being  examined,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  found 
to  be  duly  elefted  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  two  other  members 
having  an  equal  number. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  cleftion  of  another 
member  for  the  committee,  and  that  this  rule  be  obferved  in  all 
fimilar  cafes. 
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Accordingly  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  committee  of  examina- 
tion reported,  that  Mr.  Harrifon  is  duly  elefted. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  inftriidions  for  the  above  committee. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  members  were  chofen, 
Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafhington,  by  ex- 
prefs,  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  appointing  a  committee  to 
wait  on  him,  in  order  to  confult  with  him,  touching  the  moft  ef- 
feAual  method  of  continuing,  fupporting,  and  regulating  a  conti- 
nental army. 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  the  govei-nor  of 
Connedicut,  and  that  the  prefident  therein  requeft  him,  iri'cafe  he 
cannot  himfelf  attend,  that  he  will  appoint  a  perfon  to  reprefent 
that  colony,  and  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Congrefs  on  the 
fubjefts  intrufted  to  them. 

That  Jike  letters  be  written  to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
and  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  to  the  prefi- 
cicnt  of  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

A  certificate  prefented  by  William  Hall,  figned  by  captain  Da- 
niel Morgan,  for  neceffaries  furniflied  by  George  Kyfer  to  his  com- 
pany ;  another  certificate  prefented  by  faid  W.  Hall,  and  figned  by 
faid  D.  Morgan,  for  necefl'aries  furnifhed  his  company  by  Mefheck 
Sexton,  both  the  above  fums  amounting  in  the  whole  to  71-|  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  faid  Morgan's  company. 

An  account  of  neceffaries  furnifhed  by  John  Jordan,  of  Lancaf- 
ter,  for  captain  Rofs  and  captain  Smith's  companies  of  riflemen, 
amounting  to  432^  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  continent. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  trade  of  America, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Monday 
next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

~^^<^^^~ 

Monday^  October  2,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  trade,  and  after  fome  debate. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  Itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  flate  of 
the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

That  the  above  report  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  committee  apjjointed  to  prepare  inftruclions,  reported  a 
draught,  which  being  read  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed 
to. 

Ordered^  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  general. 
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Resolved,  That  where  the  word  month  is  ufed,  the  Congrefs 
means  calendar  month,  by  which  the  pay  of  the  men  in  the  fervice 
of  the  continent  is  to  be  regulated. 

R'isolvedf  That  the  pay  of  the  fecond  lieutenants  in  the  march- 
ing regiments  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  firft  lieutenants. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr.^  October  3,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

The  account  of  Frederick  Bicking  for  56  rearn^  of  paper  for  the 
continental  currency,  amounting  to  388-|  dollars. 

The  account  of  Samuel  Boughman,  for  the  entertainment  of 
captain  Rofs's  company,  amounting  to  14.1  dollars. 

Two  accounts  from  the  committee  of  Trenton  for  waggonage 
and  fundry  exprelTes,  amounting,  together,  to  the  fum  of  103-|. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Cafper  "VVeitzal,  for  expeni'es  for 
diet  and  provifions  for  captain  Lowden's  company  of  riflemen, 
amounting,  together,  to  the  fum  of  44.6  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Miles  and  Wider,  for  neceffaries 
furnifhed  by  John  Harris,  jun.  and  Elias  Younkman,  to  captain 
Lowden's  company  of  riflemen,  amounting  to  96  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  company. 

Ordered.,  Tliat  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  of  claims  further  reported  an  account  of  Frede- 
ric Blankenberg  and  Leonard  Stein,  retained  as  huffars,  on  which 
they  defired  to  know  the  determination  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  above-named  Frederic  Blankenberg  and  Leo- 
nard Stein  be  allowed  to  retain  the  cloaths  m.ade  for  them,  and  that 
over  and  above,  they  be  paid  1 6  dollars  each,  for  the  time  they  were 
retained  in  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  contrail  for  fuch  quan- 
tities of  beef  and  pork  as  may  be  thought  proper  by  the  general, 
and  have  the  fame  falted  up  in  convenient  houfes  near  the  camp, 
according  to  his  fcheme  recommended  by  the  general  to  the  conll- 
deration  of  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be 
immediately  fent  to  the  paymafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  MafTachufetts-Bay. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  who  are  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  camp,  be  rcquefted  to  take  the  charge  of  the  above  fum,  or  as 
much  of  it  as  they  conveniently  can. 

Resolvsd,  That  the  cxpcnfes  of  the  committee  be  paid  out  of 
the  continental  treafury. 

One  of  the  delegates  for  Rhode-Ifland  laid  before  the  Con^';ref3 
a  part  of  the  inftruiVions  jiven  them  by  their  two  houfis  of  Icgif- 
lature,  Auguft  26,  1775." 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Friday  next,  take  the 
above  into  confideration. 
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Resolved-,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp, 
do  confer  with  Mr.  Rittenhouie,  and  enquire  of  him  whether  he 
apprehends  he  can  be  of  fervice  to  the  continent  as  an  engineetj 
and  if  he  can,  to  engage  him,  and  defire  he  would,  with  all  con- 
venient fpeed,  repair  to  the  camp. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congrels,  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlldcration  the  ftate  of 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies. 

Adjounied  to  niae  o'clock  to-morrow. 

IVEDNESDAr,  October  4,    1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
following  account  ought  to  be  paid: 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Bedford  county,  for  neceffa- 
ries  furnillied  to  the  company  of  riflemen  raifed  therein,  amounting 
to  755^  doUars,  of  which  fum  12&-|  dollars  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  continent,  and  the  remaining  fum  of  626|-  dollars  ought  to 
be  charged  to  captain  Robert  Cluggage's  company,  as  fo  much  of 
their  pay  advanced  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Two  members  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count  the  money, 
for  which  an  order  paffed  yefterday,  to  be  fent  to  the  pay  mafter- 
general,  reported  that  they  found  only  189,467  dollars  ready  in 
the  treafury,  which  they  received,  and  have  packed  up  ready  to 
be  lent  forward,  for  which  they  gave  their  own  receipts,  and  now 
return  the  order  drawn  by  the  prefident. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itffclf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coniideration  the  ftate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re» 
ported,  that  the  committee  ha4  taken  into  confideration  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  de- 
fired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
{late  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THUESDAr,  October  5,    1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolded  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after 
fome  time  fpt'nt  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  they  de- 
fired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-m.orrorr  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
^he  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Sundry  letters  from  London  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 
read. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
pla;it\)r  intercepting  two  veffels,  which  are  on  their  way  to  Canada, 
iaden  with  arms  and  powder,  and  that  the  committee  proceed  on. 
this  hufmefs  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Stille,  of  Trenton,  for  the  expenfes  of 
captain  Rofs,  and  others,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Rofs,  until  he 
makes  it  appear  to  be  jull  and  reafonable,  that  the  fame  be  charged 
to  the  contment,  amounting  to  32|-|  dollars. 

An  account  of  Charles  Axford,  for  provifions  for  captain  Rofs's 
company,  amounting  to  8-^  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Charity  Britton,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  9|-^-  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Joleph  Clunn,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  7-||-  dollars. 

An  account  of  William  and  Thomas  Bradford,  for  printing, 
amounting  to  178|-  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above   accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  of  this  city,  be  employed 
as  a  ftore-keeper,  and  that  the  implements  provided  for  the  huf- 
fars,  and  the  tents  and  linen.  Sec.  purchafed  for  the  army,  be  put 
under  his  care. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  the 
tv/o  velTcls  bound  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  Avas  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  general  Wafliington,  to  in- 
form him,  ihnt  Congrefs  having  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  failing  of  two  north  country  built  brigs,  of  no  force,  from 
England,  on  the  11th  of  Augult  lafl,  loaded  with  arms,  powder, 
and  other  (lores,  for  Quebec,  without  convoy,  which  it  being-  of 
importance  to  intercept,  defire  that  he  apply  to  the  coimcil  of 
MsrlTachufetts-Bay,  for  the  two  armed  veiTels  in  their  fcrvice,  and 
difpatch  the  fame,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  people,  ftores.  Sec. 
particularly  a  number  of  oars,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  intercept  the 
fiiid  two  brigs  and  their  cargoes,  and  fecure  the  fame  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent  ;  alfo,  any  other  tranfports  laden  with  ammuni- 
tion, cloathing,  or  other  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  the  minifterial  army 
or  navy  in  America,  and  fecure  them  in  the  mod  convenient  places 
for  the  purpofe  abovenientioned  ;  that  he  give  the  commander  or 
commanders  fuch  inflrudions  as  are  necelTary,  as  alfo  proper  en- 
couragement to  the  marines  and  feamen,  that  fliall  be  fent  on  this 
cnterprize,  which  inftruftions  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
or  commanders  fealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  the  fame  until 
out  of  fight  of  land,  on  account  of  fccrecy. 

Thnt  a  lettfr  be  written  to  the  faid  honourable  council,  to  put 
the  faid  vffiels  under  the  general's  command  and  dir(.('^ion,  and  to 
furnilh  him  inflantly  with  evtry  neceffary  in  their  power,  at  the  cx- 
pcnfe  of  the  continent. 
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That  the  general  be  direfted  to  employ  the  faid  vefTels  and  others, 
if  he  judge  necefTary,  to  cffecl  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  that  he 
be  informed  that  the  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connedticut  veffels  of  force 
win  be  fent  direftly  to  their  dfliftance. 

That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  governor  Cooke,  informing  him  of  the 
above,  defiring  him  to  difpatch  one  or  both  the  armed  veffels  of 
the  colony  of  Rhode-lfland  on  the  fame  fervice,  and  that  he  uie  the 
precautions  above  mentioned. 

Thnt  a  btter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull,  requefting  of  him 
the  larj^eit  veffvl  in  the  fervice  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  be 
fent  on  the  enterprize  aforefaid,  acquainting  him  with  the  above 
particulars,  and  r<:commending  the  fame  precautions. 

That  the  faid  fhips  arul  veffels  of  war  be  on  the  continental  rifquc 
and  pay,  during  their  being  fo  employed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'cloclc  to-morrow. 

-^^m^mm 

Fridat,  October  6,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  Ticonderoga,  25th  and 
28th  September,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

Resoi'i'ed,  That  orders  ilTue  to  the  continental  treafurers,  to  col- 
lecl  for  continental  bills,  a  quantity  of  filver  and  gold,  not  exceed- 
ing 53,200  dollars  in  value,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada. 

Besoived,  That  it  be  recon^ mended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af- 
femblies  or  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  to  ar- 
reft  and  fecure  every  perfon  in  their  refpective  colonies,  whofe  go- 
ing at  large  may,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  fafety  of  the  colony, 
or  the  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  laft  refolve  be  tranfmit- 
ted  by  the  delegates  to  proper  perfons  in  their  refpeftive  colonies. 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  importation  of 
powder  be  directed  to  export,  aqretcible  to  the  continental  affocia- 
ti«n,  as  much  provilions  or  other  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as  they 
fhall  judge  expedient  for  the  purchafe  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  New- 
York,  refpecling  the  fortifications  ordered  to  be  eredled  on  Hud- 
fons  river, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to- 
morrow morning  an  anfwer  to  the  convention  of  New-York. 

The  following  members  were  chofen  by  ballot,  viz.  Mr.  Mor- 
ton, Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  apian.  Sec.  brought  in  a  far- 
ther report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed,  and  the  confideration  of  the 
inflrudions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  referred  to  this 
day,  was  put  off  to  Monday  16th  inflant. . 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-nionow. 

SAfuRDAT,  October  7,  \77S. 
Ordered,  That  the  prefulent  draw  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
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Francis  Lewis,  John  Alfop,  Thomas  Willing-,  Silns  Deane,  ajid  John 
Langdon,  Efqrs;  for  the  Turn  of"  five  thouland  pounds  fttrlin^,  to 
pay  for  the  goods  they  were  ordered  to  purchafc  for  the  ufe  cf  the 
continental  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confiderat'.on  the  letter 
from  the  convention  of  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  ' 
being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  provincial  convention  of  New-York  be  diredled  imme- 
diately to  render  Hudfon's  river  defenfible  ;  that  in  doint^-  this  they 
be  particularly  attentive  to  form  fuch  works  as  may  be  finilhcd 
before  the  winter  fets  in.  As  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  ftone 
work  can  be  properly  made  at  this  advanced  feafon,  it  is  fubmiited 
to  the  judgment  of  the  laid  convention,  whether  it  could  net  be 
more  cheaply  and  expeditioufly  done  by  works  of  wood  or  faicines. 
If  they  ihould  think  otherwife,  that  they  be  dirciTted  to  go  on  with 
the  work  in  the  way  which  they  think  beft,  fince  it  is  the  oDiuion 
of  the  Congrefs  that  the  work  Ihould  by  no  means  be  negleftcd. 

But  if  the  work  be  already  begun  on  the  plan  fent  us,  that  tliiy 
render  fuch  parts  as  can  be  firft  linifhed  defenllble,  fo  that  ti)c  la- 
bour be  not  thrown  away,  if  an  attack  fliould  be  made  before  the 
whole  can  be  finillied. 

That  the  convention  be  direfced  to  enquire  whether  there  are  rot 
fome  other  places  where  fmall  batteries  mijht  be  erc£led,  fo  as  to 
annoy  the  enemy  on  their  palVage,  particularly,  a  few  hea\y  cannon 
at  or  near  Moore's  houfe,  and  at  a  point  on  the  wcfl  fiiore,  a  little 
above  Verplank's  point. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  faid  convention,  to  ercabUni,  r.t  pro- 
per diilances,  pofts  to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence  to  the  counry, 
in  cafe  of  any  invafion,  or  by  fignals  to  give  alarms  in  cafe  of  dan- 
ger, and  that  they  confer  with  the  afTenibly  of  Connccticiit,  and 
convention  of  New-Jcrfsy,  on  the  fpeedieft  manner  of  conveying 
intelligence  in  fuch  cafes,  and  receiving  allift^nce  when  necclTaiv. 

That  the  convention  be  farther  diredlcd  to  t-aks  the  rngft  ciTct- 
tual  method  to  obRruA  the  navip;ation  of  the  faid  river,  if,  upon  ex- 
amination, they  find  it  pratlicable. 

Resolved^  That  orders  be  fent  to  general  Wooftcr,  in  cafe  he  b'as 
no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  general  Schuylrr,  that  he  immedi- 
ately return  to  the  batteries  creeling  in  the  highlands,  and  there 
leave  as  many  of  his  troops,  as  the  condudors  of  the  work  ih-iU 
think  neceffary  for  compleating  them,  and  that  he  vcpair  with  tiia 
remainder  to  New-York. 

A  member  from  Pennf;. Ivania  laid  before  the  Conivrefi  a  refolye 
palTed  in  the  houfe  of  aiTjmbly,  in  thefc  words: 

'■'■  In  Asscmhlyy  September  ?iQ,    1775. 

Th^  houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  feveral  letters  fcrtdow-n 
yeftcrday  by  the  governor,  acquainting  him  with  the  intrufion  of 
a  number  of  people  into  this  province,  under  a  pretended  claim  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  the  great  annoyance:  of  the  gccd  peo- 
ple of  this  province : 
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Resolved^  That  the  delegates  for  this  province  be  fpecially  direft- 
ed  to  lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  with  the  mifchievous  ten- 
dency the  purfuing  fuch  meafures  will  have,  and  procure  the  aid  of 
that  affembly  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  province, 
and  prevent  further  intrufion  or  extenfion  of  fettlements  under  the 
■  faid  claim,  until  the  matter  Ihall  be  determined  by  the  king  and 
council,  to  whom  both  fides  have  fubmitted  the  dii'pute. 
Extraft  from  the  journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  AiTembly." 
Resolved.,  That  the  fame   be  referred  to  the  delegates  for  Con- 
nefticut   and  Pennfylvania,  who  are  defired  to.  report  thereon  on 
Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the   letter   from  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  of 
the  14th  of  September,  be  taken  into  confideratlon  onMsnday  next. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 
"i«MH»  ^^  mniiHi 

MoNDAr,  October  9,   1775. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commlffary-general,  dated  Sep- 
tember 23,  1775,  was  read,  defiring  that  £.  500  lawful  money, 
1666-1  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Tracy,  for  money  by  him  advanced 
to  colonel  Arnold,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  that  the  fame 
be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  draw  on  the  treafurers  for  the  above 
fum  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  as  above. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  19th  of  September, 
with  one  enclofed  from  general  Montgomery,  and  fundry  other  pa- 
pers, were  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
take  the  fame  into  coniideratlon,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  following  members  cliofen,  viz.  Mr.  J.  i^.dams,  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connefticut,  informing  the 
Congrefs,  that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to  make  a  report  on  the 
matters  referred  to  them, 

Ordered,  That  they  prepare  and  bring  in  their  report  on  Wed- 
nefday  next. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  that  they  immediately  raife,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent, 
two  battalions,  confifting  of  ei;;:ht  companies  each,  and  each  com- 
pany of  fixty-eight  privates,  officered  with  one  captain,  one  lieu- 
tenant, one  enfign,  four  ferjeants,  and  four  corporals. 

.That  the  privates  be  inlifled  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  five  dol- 
lars per  cnlend^r  month,  liable  to  be  difcharged  at  any  time,  on  al- 
lowing them  one  month's  pay  extraordinary. 

That  each  of  the  privates  be  allowed,  inl^ead  of  a  bounty,  one 
felt  hat,  a  pair  of  yarn  ftockings,  and  a  pair  of  Ihoes;  the  men  to 
find  their  own  arms. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers,  for  the  prefent,  be  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  officers  in  the  prefent  continental  army,  and  in  cafe  the  pay 
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of  the  officers  in  the  army  is  augmented,  the  pay  of  the  officers  in 
thefe  battalions  fliuU,  in  like  manner,  be  augmented  from  the  time 
of  their  engaging  in  the  lervice. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  10,   1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  the  follawing  accounts  reafon- 
able,  and  which  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  Du  Simitiere,  for  tranflating  the  addrefs  of  the 
United  Colonies,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Qu^ebec,  amounting  to  eight 
dollars. 

William  Govett's  account  of  the  expenfes  of  a  party  of  twenty- 
feven  men,  efcorting  powder  to  Trenton,  amounting  to  67.2  dollars. 

David  Rittenhoufe's  for  thirty-fix  cuts  for  continental  money, 
amounting  to  48  dollars. 

John  Thornton's  account  of  provifions  and  ferriage  for  part  of 
captain  Rofs's  company,  amounting  to  10  dollars. 

Chriflopher  Ludwig's  account  for  fundry  expenfes  in  forwarding 
powder  to  Ticonderoga,  amounting  to  41.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  general  Schuy- 
ler's letters,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

A  motion  being  made  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  in 
the  continental  army,  and  the  fame  being  largely  debated,  the  de- 
termination thereon  Avas  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

WEDHESD.ir,   October  11,    1775. 

A  lift  of  the  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  read, 

The  delegates  of  Conne(!^icut  and  Pennfylvania  were  called  on 
to  report,  on  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  yet  ready, 

Ordered,  That  they  meet  this  afternoon,  and  prepaiea  report  to 
be  laid  before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  the  following  accounts 
ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  the  committee  of  Eli?;abeth-Towa,  for  cartage, 
exprcffes,  and  for  provifions  to  capt.  Rofs's  company,  amounting  to 
98.3  dollars,  of  which  3.|  dollivs  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Rois. 

James  Leflie's  accouat  of  ntctilarics  fiirnilhcd  to  captain  Rofs's 
company,  amounting  to  14.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  made  yef- 
terday,  refpecling  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  after  debate,  the 
fame  was  pofiponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  what 
fubfiftance  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  con- 
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tinental  fervice,  when  on  their  march,  and  in  quarters,  before  they 
join  t!-.e  anr.y. 

The  iTiirab^rs  chofen,Mr.  Kinfey,  Mr.Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  Gon^refs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, which  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

O'-dered,  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  fubfiftance,  &c.  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to  be  ta- 
ken up  to-morroT.'. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TaURSDAr,   October    12,    1775. 

The  Con^refs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee reipidiing  fubfiftance  for  the  foldiers,  &c. 

Resolved.,Thd.t  each  captain  and  other  commiflioned  officer,  while 
in  th'?  recruiting  fervice  of  this  continent,  or  on  their  march  to  join 
the  armv,  Ihall  lie  allowed  two  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
week  for  their  fubfiftance,  and  that  the  men  who  inlift  fhall  each  of 
th^m,  whilft  in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  dollar  per  week,  and  when 
on  their  rriarch  to  join  the  army,  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dol- 
lar for  the  fame  purpofc. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  tranfmltto  the  convention  of  New- 
Terf-y,  blank  commiffions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  faid  convention,  to 
the  captains  and  fubaltern  officers  in  the  two  battalions  to  be  rai- 
fed  in  that  colony  ;  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  field  officers  be 
for  thci  prefent  fufpended,  until  the  Congrefs  come  to  a  determina- 
tion on  that  matter. 

John  Penn,  El'q;  one  of  the  delegates  for  North-Carolina,  appear- 
ed in  Con^ijrefs,  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  being  read, 
were  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

North-Carolina,  Hilhborough.     In  Cofijrress,  8tb  Sept.    1775. 

"  Mr.  Cafwell  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  as  they  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  appoint  him  treafurer  of  the  fouthern  diftridl  of  this 
piovince,  and  one  of  the  figners  of  the  public  bills  of  credit,  his  at- 
tending thofe  duties  would  render  it  entirely  cut  of  his  power  to  at- 
tend the  continental  Congrefs,  as  one  of  the  delegates  of  this  pro- 
vince, he  therefore  requefted  this  Congrefs  would  be  pleafedto  ap- 
point fome  other  gentleman  in  his  ftead.  Whereupon,  it  is  refolved, 
that  John  Penn,  Efq;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  delegate  in 
beh'.df  of  this  province,  in  conjunftion  with  William  Hooper,  and 
Jofeph  Hewes,  Efqrs;  and  that  he  be  inverted  with  the  fame  power, 
and  entitled  to  the  like  allowance,  that  the  faid  Richard  Cafwell 
would  have  been  vefted  with,  and  entitled  to,  under  a  former  re- 
folution  cf  this  Congrefs. 

By  order,  figncd, 

Samuel  Johnson,  Prefident. 
Andrew  Knox,  Secretary. 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported  their  opinion,  that  the  follow- 
ing accounts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

Two  accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one  for  feveral  articles  furnifhed 
capt.  CrelTop's  company  in  Lancafter,  amounting  to  2-i  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  faid  company.  The  otherfor  thirty-four  pair  of  boots, 
made  by  him  for  the  huflar  company,  amounting  to  1 13-1  dollars. 

Francis  Wade's  account  of  expenfes  for  himfelf  and  a  party  of 
eighteen  men  efcorting  governor  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  to  New- 
York,  amounting  to  445^*-  dollars. 

Ordered.  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  alTembly  or  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  raife  one  battalion  on  the  fame  terms 
as  thofe  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfy,  and  to  be  officered  in 
like  manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  men  to  be  enlifted,  be  furnifhed  at  the  con- 
tinental expenfe,  with  a  hunting-fliirt,  not  exceeding  in  value  14 
dollar,  and  a  blanket,  if  to  be  procured,  but  not  to  be  made  part 
of  the  terms  of  enliftment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  ftate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  foine  time 
fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr,  Ward  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had  taken  into  conlideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defiredhim 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  confideration  the 
ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

The  other  matters,  referred  to  this  day,  being  poftponed,  the 
Congrefs  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  October  13,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported, 
that  the  comm.ittee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  refer- 
red to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  deiired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Whereupon  the  order  was  renewed. 
*■     A  letter  from  general  Walhington,  dated  5th  of  Oclober,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  £cc.  after  fome  debate. 

Resolved,  That  a  fwift-failing  vefTel,  to  carry  ten  carriage  guns, 
and  a  proportionable  number  of  fwivels,  with  eighty  men,  be  fitted, 
with  all  polTible  difpatch,  for  a  cruize  of  three  months,  aud  that  the 
commander  be  inftruded  to  cruize  eaflward,  for  intercepting  fuch 
tranfports  as  may  be  laden  with  warlike  ftores  and  other  fupplies 
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for  our  enemies,  and  for  fuch  other  purpofes  as  the  Congrefs  ftiaU 
dire  (it. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  eftimate 
of  the  expenfe,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  and  to  con- 
tract with  proper  perfons  to  fit  out  the  veffel. 

Resolved,  That  another  vefTel  be  fitted  out  for  the  fame  purpofes, 
and  that  the  faid  committee  report  their  opinion  of  a  proper  veffel, 
and  alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfe. 

The  following  members  were  chofen  to  compofe  the  committee : 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer- 
red to  Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  fundry 
merchants  of  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  refpedling  a  quantity  of 
tea  on  hand,  which  were  referred  by  the  Congrefs  at  their  laft  fef- 
fion  to  be  taken  up  at  their  next : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration the  faid  memorials,  and  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  fafts, 
and  make  report  thereon  to  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day,  were  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow, to  which  time  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine 
o'clock. 

SaTurdat,  October  14,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  and  the  papers  enclofed. 

Resolved,  That  a  direftor-general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hof- 
pital  in  Mafi"achufetts-Bay,  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church, 
who  is  taken  into  cuftody  for  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the 
enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  proceed  to 
the  eleilion  of  a  direftor-general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpi- 
tal,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  general's  letter 
be  poftponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  delegates  for  Connefticut  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  they 
had  met  feme  of  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to  take 
into  configuration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  able 
to  come  to  any  agreement  with  them,  and  as  the  difpute  betweea* 
the  people  of  the  two  colon'es  on  the  waters  of  Sufquehannah,  had 
proceeded  to  bloodfhed,  and,  in  their  apprehenfion,  may  be  attended 
with  very  dangerous  confequences,  unlefs  fpeedily  prevented,  they 
moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  out  of  the  other  colonies  to 
take  this  matter  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Resolved,  That  this  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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3IoNDAr,  October  \6,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and 
14th  inftant,  being  read, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and 
Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  5th  Inftant,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  being  received  and  taken  into  coniideration, 

Resolved^  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy 
pay-mafler  general  for  the  northern  army. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  do  immediately  count  and 
fend  forward  the  above  fum  under  a  guard. 

Resohedy  That  the  ton  of  powder  forwarded  lafl:  week  to  New- 
York,  be  immediately  fent  to  general  Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
confider  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  the  manufaclure  of 
faltpetre. 

The  following  members  chofen,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Wifner, 
Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  all  persons,  who 
are  pofTefTed  of  the  faltpetre  lately  removed  from  Turtle-Bay,  oii 
the  idand  of  New-York,  forthwith  to  fend  the  fame  to  the  prefident 
of  the  convention  of  New- York,  to  be  manufactured  into  gun-pow- 
der, for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
enquire  what  quantity  of  powder  has  been  fent  to  the  northern 
army,  and  report  by  whom  fent. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  the  feveral  matters  re- 
ferred to  this  day  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  October   17,    1775. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  motion  made  laft 
Saturday,  by  the  delegates  of  Connedicut, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Pennfylvania,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  proper 
to  b^-  done  by  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr, 
Jeflerfon,  Mr.  KInfey,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  eflimate,  See.  brought  in 
their  report,  which,  after  debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim 
Marxin,  for  provifions  furnifhed  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  59.3 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  governor  Cooke,  dated  9th  inflant,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ekdion  of  a  dlredor-gencral  and 
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chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church,  and  the 
ballots  being  examined, 

Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elefted. 

Ordered^  That  the  prelident  write  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  and  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
the  fulphur  in  that  city  be  immediately  removed  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  O'clock  to-morrow. 

— »®>iMl 

WEDNESDjtr,  October   18,    1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  memorials  from  fundry  merchants  in 
New-York  and  Philadelphia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being 
read,  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved^  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampfliire  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  a 
part  of  the  inftruclions  delivered  to  them  by  their  colony,  in  thefc 
words  : 

«  We  would  have  you  immediately  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  advice  and  diredlion  of  the  Congrefs,  with  refpect  to 
a  method  for  our  adminiftering  juftice,  and  regulating  our  civil 
police.  We  prefs  you  not  to  delay  this  matter,  as,  its  being  done 
fpeedily,  will  probably  prevent  the  greateft  confulion  among  us." 

Resolved^  That  the  conRderation  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

Resolved^  That  a  juft  and  well  authenticated  account  of  the  hof- 
tilities  committed  by  the  minifterial  troops  and  navy  in  America 
fince  lafl  March,  be  collected,  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  fafts  related,  the  number  and  value  of  the  buildings  deftroyed 
by  them,  alfo  the  number  and  value  of  the  veffels  inward  and  out- 
ward bound,  which  have  been  feized  by  them  fince  that  period,  as 
near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  afcertained,  alfo  the  ft:ock  ta- 
ken by  them  from  different  parts  of  the  continent. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  apppointed  for  this  purpofe. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Wythe, 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TaunsnAr^  October  19,   1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  ought  to  be  paid: 

The  account  of  the  committee  X)f  Lancafter,  for  fundries  fur- 
nilhcd  the  rifle  companies,  amounting  to  2213.6  dollars. 

The  account  of  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Michael 
Hillegas,  for  fuperintending  the  printing  of  the  continental  bills  of 
credit,  amounting  to  272  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  method 
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propofed  by  tlie  commiffary-general  for  fnpplylng  the  army  with 
provifions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

It  being  reprefcnted  to  Congrefs,  that  captain  Ifaac  Sears,  of 
New-York,  has,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  commin"ar3'--ge- 
neral,  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  feven  thoufand  barrels 
of  flour,  for  which  Mr.  Trumbull  has  not  been  able  to  pay  him,  for 
want  of  money  in  the  military  chefl. 

Resolved^  That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Ifaac  Sears,  on 
account  of  the  above  Hour,  he  giving  bond  to  the  treafurers  to  ac- 
count for  the  fame  with  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  that  the  fame  be  char- 
ged to  the  account  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  commliTary-g-eneral. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randal,  was  laid  before  the 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday,  the  2d  of  No- 
vember next,  then  to  be  taken  into  confideration. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Macpherfon  be  requefted  Immediately  to 
repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  confer  with  general  Walh- 
ington,  on  the  fubjedt  contained  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  provincial  convention  of -New-York  be  re- 
queued to  fend  to  this  Congrefs,  a  copy  of  any  order  or  proceed- 
ing of  theirs,  or  of  the  mayor  and  corporation  in  confequence  of 
governor  Tryon's  letter  to  the  mayor,  publifhed  in  the  New- York 
papers,  under  the  1 6th  inftant,  alfo  an  attefted  copy  of  faid  letter. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  October  20,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  general,  re- 
ported a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  three  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John 
Macpherfon,  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  his  journey  to  the  camp,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  day  following,  were  fpent  In 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 
On  which,  not  being  ready  to  report,  the  order  of  the  day  was  re- 
■jiewed,  and  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

3  f own  AT,  October  23,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  yedcrd.iy  the  honorable  Pey- 
ton Randolph,  Efq;  i'uddenly  departed  this  life, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  attend  his  funer:il  as  mourners, 
•with  a  crape  round  their  left  arm,  according  to  the  afTociation. 

That  the  Congrefs  thus  continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of 
one  month. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  funeral. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

That  the  committee  wait  on  the  reverend  Mr.  Ducho,  and  requeft 
him  to  prepare  a  proper  difcourfe  to  be  delivered  at  the  funeral. 
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The  delegates  for  Delaware  government  having  been  re-appoln- 
ted  by  their  affembly,  on  the  21ft  inft.  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  re-appointment,  which  were  read  and  approved. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  from  thence,  by  ad- 
journments, to  ten  o'clock  on  Wednefday. 

Wednesdat,  October  25,  \T75. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Walhington,  governor  Trumbull, 
and  the  convention  of  New-York,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfvver  to  the  letters 
from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and  14th  inftant, 
brought  in  a  draught,  and  the  fame  being  read  and  debated,  an  an- 
fvver was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Eiddle,  commiffary  of  the  rifle  battalion,  4 139.7  dollars. 

To  James  Stewart,'  for  provifions  to  riflemen,  15.7  ditto. 

To  Jacob  Hoyler,  for  do.  to  capt.  Rofs's  company,  18.3  ditto. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  of  fafety,  of  Pennfylvania,  informed  the  Congrefs, 
tTiat  they  have  taken  into  cuftody  a  captain  Campbell,  and  a  lieu- 
tenant Symes,  together  with  a  number  of  foldiers,  who  came  from 
Bofton  in  the  R.ebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  which  was  caft  away 
o«  Brigantine  beach,  and  that,  from  general  Gage's  inftru«f^ions  to 
:£'aid  Campbell  and  Symes  (herewith  tranfmltted  to  Congrefs),  it 
appeared  they  were  fent  to  raife  recruits  for  general  Gage's  army, 
and  that  from  fundry  examinations  taken  and  fubmitted  to  Con- 
grefs, it  appeared  faid  Campbell  has  heretofore  been  employed  in 
the  like  fervice,  and  has  endeavoured  to  inveigle  recruits  by  the 
•ffer  of  grants  of  forfeited  lands. 

The  inftruftions  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  publiflied. 

The  examinations  alfo  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  them  be  forwarded  to  the  convention 
©f  New-York,  with  a  recommendation  to  them  to  feize  a  Mr.Grant, 
■who,  it  is  faid,  is  employed  in  railing  recruits  for  general  Gage's 
anny  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hewes  be  added  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnunsDAr,  October  26,  \775. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolution  of  the  15th  of  July  laft,  for  encou- 
raging the  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  refolu- 
tion of  the  18th  inft.  for  colle£ling  an  account  of  the  hoftilities 
committed  by  the  minifterial  troops  and  navy,  be  immediately  pub- 
lilhed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take,  into 
confulf-ration  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  dated 
20th  inftant,  and  report  an  anfwer. 
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The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  there  has  been  lately 
difcovered  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  a  mineral,  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  faltpetre. 

Ordered^  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  fend  an  exprefs  to 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  fa£t,  and  to  bring  a  fample  of  the 
mineral. 

JRf  solved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confidcration  the  inftruftions  given  to  the  delegates  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  cholen,  Mr.  J.Rutkdge,Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. Ward, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideratioa 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  refolution,  which  they 
defired  him  to  report,  and  further  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af- 
femblies,  conventions,  or  councils  of  fafety,  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  export  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  on  account  and  rifque 
of  their  refpeflive  colonies,  as  much  provifions  or  other  produce, 
except  horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  and  poultry,  as  they  may  deem 
necefTary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
faltpetre. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmitted  by  the  dele- 
gates to  their  refpecStive  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  of 
fafety. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  confide- 
ration, the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Fridat,  October 27,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  conven- 
tion of  New- York,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

SAfunnAr,  October  2%,  1775. 
The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennlylvania  having  tranfmitted  t« 
Congrefs    fome  further  examinations  of  the  foldiers  who  came  in 
the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  defired  the  diredtion  of  Con- 
grefs with  regard  to  the  officers  and  foldiers.     Whereupon, 
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Resolved.,  That  captain  Campbell  and  lieutenant  Symes,  and  the 
men  who  came  with  them  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  be 
confined  in  inch  gaols  in  this  colony,  as  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
faid  colony  think  proper,  and  that  faid  captain  Campbell  and  lieu- 
tenant Symes  be  allowed  for  their  fubfifteuce,  l^.  dollars  each, 
a-week,  and  the  men  one  dollar  a-week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
continental  treafury. 

The  Congreis  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  New-York  letters, 

Resolved,  That  a  company  of  matroffes,  to  confift  of  a  captain, 
a  captain-lieutenant,  a  firft  and  fecoftd  lieutenant,  a  lieutenant  fire- 
worker, four  ferjeants,  four  corporals,  eight  bombardiers,  fixty- 
eig'ht  matroITt^s,  one  drummer,  and  one  fifer,  be  immediately  raifed 
in  New-York  for  the  defence  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  to  occupy  the 
fortifications  now  erefting  in  the  highlands,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  convention  of  faid  colony,  immediately  to  raife  faid 
company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  officers. 

Tlie  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  on  account 
of  neceifarles  furnidied  to  the  hulTar  company,  and  for  fervices 
therein,  the  following  fums,  viz. 

To  James  and  Drinker,  per  account,  192.8  dollars. 
Thomas  Cliftord  and  fons,  64.4  dollars. 
Uflier  and  Henry,  29.2  dollars. 
George  Fromberger,  127.3  dollars. 
William  Ogden,  73.3  dollars. 
William  Kerlin,  64  dollars. 
Samuel  Garrigues,  1 1  dollars. 
Andrew  Fegener,  266.6  dollars. 
Lewis  Kuhn,  423.3  dollars. 

Lewis  Prahl,   to  be   paid  by  his  order  to  Andrew  Bonner, 
226.6  dollars. 

Sundries  for  fmaller  fums  to  be  paid  by  T.  Matlack,  550.6  dol- 
lars. 

That  there  is  due  to  Rachel  Stille,  for  expenfes  of  a  guard  at 
Trenton  over  the  powder,  10.5  dollars. 

To  William  Kolmes,  for  goods  furnidied  the  rifle  company  raifed 
in  Cumberland,  85.6  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  to  pay  for  wood  for  the  ufe  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  22  dollars. 

Orddred,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved.,  That  five  of  the  committee  of  claims,  of  which  the 
chairman  is  to  be  one,  be  empowerd  to  aft. 

Resolved.,  That  the  infpeftors  of  the  prefs,  deliver  the  proof- 
flieets  and  checks  of  the  continental  bills,  to  the  continental  trea- 
furers,  and  that  they  deliver  one  of  each  to  the  delegates  of  every 
colony,  to  be  depofited  with  the  provincial  trcafurer  appointed  in 
fuch  colony,  and  retain  the  reft  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph,  one  of  the  faltpetre  committee,  being  dead,  and 
Mr.  Morton,  another,  defiring  to  be  exeufed,  on  account  of  his  at- 
tendance in  the  houfe  of  affcmbly, 
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Resolved,  That  three  new  members  be  chofen  for  that  committee. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

M«®^— 

MoND^ir,   October  30,    1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  efiimate,  and  to  fit  out 
the  velTcls,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  confide- 
ration. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecond  veffel  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  on  the 
13th  inftant,  be  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to  carry  fourteen  guns,,  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  fv.ivels  and  men. 

Resolved,  That  two  more  veiTels  be  fitted  out  with  all  expedition ; 
the  one  to  carry  not  exceeding  twenty  guns,  and  the  other  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-fix  guns,  with  a  proportionable  number  of  fwivels 
and  men,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  manner,  for  the  proteAion  and  de- 
fence of  the  United  Colonies,  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  diredl. 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  chofen  and  added  to  the  former 
committee  of  three,  and  that  thefe  feven  be  a  committee  to  carry 
into  execution,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  as  well  the  refolutions  ef 
Congrefs  paffed  the  loth  inflant,  as  thofe  paffed  this  day,  for  fitting 
out  armed  velTels. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  having  recommended  fundry  gea- 
tlemen  for  field  officers  to  command  the  two  battalions  raifing  in 
that  colony, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  W.  Livingfton,  Efq;  dated  the  18th  inftant,  was 
read,  and  referred  till  to-morrov/. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuE^DAT,   October  31,    1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  6th,  1  3th,  1 4th,  and 
19th  inflant,  with  {undry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  further  confideration  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  and  af- 
ter fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee,  having  taken  into  conli- 
deration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  have  come  to  certain  refolu- 
tions, which  they  defired  him  to  report,  but  that  not  having  come  to 
a  conclufion,  they  dcfircd  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  field  ofiicers  for  the  battali- 
ons raifing  in  New-Jerfey,  be  poftponed  to  Friday  next. 

A  member  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  rcfolve 
of  the  honourable  alTembly  of  that  colony,  in  thefe  words  : 

Vol.  I.  E  2 
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"  In  Assembly.)  October  28,    1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  their  further  confideration  the  rcfolve  of 
Congrefs,  for  raifing  a  battalion  in  this  province,  for  general  fervice, 
find  it  necefTary  that  monies  fhould  be  advanced  by  the  feveral  cap- 
tains for  that  purpofe. 

Resolved.)  Therefore,  that  the  Congrefs  be  requefted  to  order  a 
fufficient  fum  of  money  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  this  province,  to  be  immediately  applied  in  raifing  faid 
battalion. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Affembly." 

Resolved,  Thatthe  confideration  thereof  be  referred  to  Friday  next. 

The  oi-der  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

i^»®^ 

WEDNESDjr,  November   1,    1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  by  exprefs,  with  an  account 
of  the  burning  of  Falmouth,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  forwarded  by  the  delegates  to  their  ref- 
pe£live  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  of  fafety. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  conference,  with  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  was  read, 

Oi-der ed,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com-- 
mirtee  of  the  whole, 

Resolved,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be  exported, 
(except  from  colony  to  colony,  under  the  dire£lion  of  the  commit- 
tees of  infpedlion  and  obfervation,  and  except  from  one  part  to  ano- 
ther of  the  fame  colony)  before  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  with- 
out the  permiffion  or  order  of  this  Congrefs  :  provided,  that  nothing- 
herein  contained  fliall  be  conftrued  to  vacate  the  refolutions  of  Con- 
grefs for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  New-York,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
North-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ought  not  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
benefit  allowed  to  them  by  the  late  reftraining  act,  and  therefore, 
that  no  perfon  fliould  apply  at  the  cuftom-houfes  in  thofe  colonics 
for  clearances  or  other  documents,  which  other  colonies  are  deprived 
of  by  faid  reftraining  act,  for  fecuring  the  navigation  of  veffels  with 
cargoes  from  their  ports  ;  and  that  the  preiident  tranfmit  to  the  af- 
femblies  or  conventions  of  thofe  colonics,  copies  of  this  refohition, 
with  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  to  thofe  colonies  refpefiively,  for 
not  having  hitherto  taken  any  advantage  of  the  exemptions  in  the 
faid  aiTt  of  parliament. 

Resolved,  That  no  rice  be  exported  under  the  exception  con- 
tained in  the  4th  article  of  the  affociatlon,  from  any  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  illands  of  Jerfey, 
Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Mann,  or  any  other  European  ifland, 
or  fettlement  within  the  Britilh  dominions. 

Resolved,  That  no  live  ftock,  (necefTary  fea-ftorey,  at  the  difcre- 


NOVEMBER   177s.  213 

tion  of  the.  committees,   and   horfes   excepted)  be  exported  from 
thefe  colonies,  or  water  borne,  except  in  rivers,  bays,  and  founds. 

The  further  confideration  of  the  report  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-4«»^^ 

Thuksdaj-^  November  2,    1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenfes  of  guards  attending  governor 
Skene,  major  French  and  others,  and  the  expenfes  of  Mr.  Lundy 
and  major  French,  133.3  dollars. 

To  John  .  Davies,  for  provifions  and  carriage  to  three  rifle  com- 
panies, 1320.9  dollars. 

To  Simons  and  Henry,  for  fundries  to  rifle  companies,  2313.6 
dollars;  of  this  26.7  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the 
remainder  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  the  money  to  be  paid  to  Hugh 
and  George  Roberts,  per  order  of  faid  Simons  and  Henry. 

To  John  Montgomery,  56  dollars,  of  which  2.4  to  be  charged 
to  the  continent. 

To  John  Brevv'fler,  Zachariah  Dubois,  and  Jon.  Brooks,  61.1 
dollars,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Kfq; 

To  William  Sickle,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  40 
dollars. 

To  captain  Dowdle,  for  drums,  kc.  for  his  company,  61.1  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved.,  That  the  committee,  appointed  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  refolves  of  Gongrefs,  for  fitting  out  four  armed  velTels,  be 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  continental  treafurers,  from  time  to 
time,  for  as  much  cadi  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  above  purpofe, 
not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  that 
the  faid  commiHee  have  power  to  agree  with  fuch  officers  and 
fcamcn,  as  are  proper  to  man  and  command  faid  veffels,  and  that 
the  encouragement  to  fuch  oificers  and  feamen  be  one  half  of  all 
fliips  of  war  made  prize  of  by  them,  and  one-third  of  all  tranfport 
velTels,  exclufive  of  wages. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  diflrift  in  Nova-Scotia,  having  chofen  a 
committee  of  fafety,  and  having,  by  their  petition,  applied  to  the 
Gongrefs  to  be  admitted  into  the  aiTociution  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, for  the  prelervation  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  this 
matter  into  confideration,  and  report  what  ftcps,  in  their  opinion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take,  in  confequence  of  this  application,  for  tlic 
prelervation  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

Tht  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Langdon,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  deJegates  have  liberty  to  tranfniit  to  their 
refpecStive  committees  of  fafety,  a  copy  of  the  relblution  palled 
yefterday. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety,  of  Pennfylvania,  re- 
fpefting  lieutenant  Symes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
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A  letter  from  Mr.  Bedford,  deputy  mufter  mafter-g-cncral,  with 
fundry  mufter  rolls  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  delegates  of  New-Hamplhire,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read, 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  John  Raigs,  of  Bermudas,  was  read, 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  general  Montgomery,  and  W.  Livingfton,  Efq; 

Resolved.)  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  northward,  to  confer  with  general  Schuyler,  and  to  purfue 
fuch  inftrudlions  as  may  be  given  them  in  charge  by  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Dyer, 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  inftrudtions 
for  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Deane,  a^nd  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  3000  felt  hats,  3000  worfted  caps,  3000  pair  of 
bucklkin  breeches,  3000  pair  of  ihoes,  3000  pair  of  yarn  {lockings, 
and  3000  waiftcoats,  fuitable  for  the  feafon,  be  immediately  pur- 
chafed  and  fent  to  the  army,  under  the  command  of  general  Schuy- 
ler, to  be  fold  to  the  foldiers  at  prime  coft,  including  charges  of 
carriage,  and  five  per  cent,  to  the  deputy  quarter  mafter-general, 
by  whom  the  faid  goods  are  to  be  fold. 

Resolved.,  That  thefe  goods  be  fold  to  tiiofe  foldiers  only,  Avho 
will  i-e-inlift  in  the  continental  army,  and  to  the  new  recruits. 

Resolved,  That  as  much  duffels  or  kerfey,  as  will  make  three 
hundred  watch  coats,  be  purchafed,  and  fent  to  general  Schuyler, 
with  needles  and  thread,  to  be  made  into  watch  coats,  and  that 
thefe  be  charged  to  the  continent,  and  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  out 
centries. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  purchafe 
the  foregoing  articles. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  apply  to  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  afTiftance  ii) 
purchafing  the  above  articles. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
being  returned,  made  a  farther  report  of  their  proceedings,  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Saturday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  ftate  of  the  army?t 
Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randall, 
which  was  referred  to  this  day,  be  poflponed  to  M®nday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  reneW'ed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clork  to-morrow- 
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Friday^  November  3,   1775. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  New-Hamp(hlre  inftru6lions, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  convention 
of  New-Hampfliire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it  neceffary,  efta- 
blifli  inch  a  form  of  government,  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  beft  pro- 
duce the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mofl  efFe(f!lually  fecure  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  province,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
fent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then,  taking  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  South- 
Carolina,  and  fundry  papers  relative  thereto,  being  read  and  con- 
fidered. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  necef- 
fary to  be  done. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.   S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Holiday,  for  goods  and  provifions  furnifhed  by  feveral  perfons  to 
the  rifle  companies  of  Virginia,  the  fum  of  ;^.  246  :  12  :  3  Virgi- 
nia currency,  122  dollars  ;  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged  to 
capt.  Morgan,  the  fum  of  j^.  169  :  I  :  7-^,  and  to  capt.  Stevenfon, 
the  fum  oi  £.\^  :  16:11,  and  the  remainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Andrew  Bonner,  for  goods  furniflied  to  capt.  CrefTop's  com- 
pany, by  David  Mitchell,  the  fum  of  _((^.  67  :  4  :  6,  and  for  provi- 
fions to  capt.  Stevenfon's  company,  the  fum  of  j^.  3  ;  2  :  6,  the  laft, 
mentioned  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  both,  amounting  to 
187.6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  recommendation 
from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

..iv®^ 

SAtuiiDAr,  November  4,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  fundry  endofed  papers,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  taking  of  fort  Chambly,  being  received 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  inftruftions. 

Ordered,  That  gen.  Montgomery's  letter,  and  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  be  publilhed  by  the  fccretary. 

Tiie  committee  appointed  on  the  differences  between  the  people 
of  Pennfyh'ania  and  Connedicut,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  rofulution  : 

The  Congrefs,  confidering  that  the  moft  perfeC\  union  between 
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all  the  colonies,  is  effentially  neceffaiy  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
juft  rights  of  North-America,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  there  is 
great  danger  of  hoftilities  being  commenced,  at  or  near  Wyoming, 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and  thofe 
of  Connefticut, 

Resolved,  That  the  affemblies  of  the  faid  colonies  be  reqiieftcd 
to  take  the  moft  fpeedyand  effcc^iual  fleps  to  prevent  fuch  hoftilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Deane,  wait  upon  the  ho- 
nourable houfe  of  afTembly,  of  Pennfylvania,  now  fitting,  "with  a 
copy  of  the  above  refolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  laid  refolution  be  tranfmitted  by 
exprefs  to  the  magiftrates,  and  people  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connec- 
ticut, on  the  waters  of  Sufquehannah. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference, 

Resolved,  That  the  new  army,  Intended  to  lie  before  Bofton,  con- 
Gft  of  20,372  men,  officers  included. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  (except  that 
of  the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  enfigns  in  the  marching  regiments) 
be  the  fame  as  in  the  prefent  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  captain,  in  the  marching  regiment, 
be,  26-|  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  ditto,  be  18  dollars  per  ditte. 

The  pay  of  an  enlign  in  ditto,  be  1 3-|  dollars  per  ditto. 

Resolved,  That  eachregiment  confift  of  728  men,  officers  inclu- 
ded ;  that  it  be  divided  into  eight  companies,  each  company  to  con- 
fift of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  eniign,  four  ferjeantSjfour 
corporals,  two  drums  or  fifes,  and  76  privates. 

Resolved,  That  a  ration  confift  of  the  following  kind  and  quan- 
tit}''  of  provifions  : 

lib.  beef,  or  lib. pork,  or  1  lb.  fait  fifti,  per  day. 

lib.  bread  or  flour  per  day. 

3  pints  of  peafe  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent,  at 
one  dollar  per  buftie!  for  peafe  or  beans. 

1  pint  milk  per  man,  or  at  the  rate  of  yL  of  a  dollar. 

1  half  pint  of  rice,  or  1  pint  of  Indian  meal  per  man  per  week. 

1  quart  of  fpruce  beer  or  cyder  per  man  per  day,  or  nine  gallons 
of  molaffes  per  company  of  100  men  per  week. 

31b.  candles  to  100  men  per  week  for  guards. 

24!b.  foft,  or  81b.  hard  foap  for  100  men  per  week. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feve'ral  afiemblies  or 
conventions  of  the  colonies  refpeftively,  to  fet  and  keep  their  gun- 
fmiths  at  work,  to  manufacture  good  firelocks,  with  bayonets;  each 
firelock  to  be  made  with  a  good  bridle  lock,  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  bore,  and  of  good  fubftance  at  the  breech,  the  barrel  to  be  3 
feet  8  inches  in  length,  the  bayonet  to  be  18  inches  in  the  blade,; 
•with  a  fteel  ramrod,  the  upper  loop  thereof  to  be  trumpct-mouthed;-^ 
that  the  price  to  be  given  be  fixed  by  the  afTembly  or  convention, 
or  committee  of  lafety  of  each  colony,  and  that  until  a  fufficient 
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quantity  of  goods,  arms  can  be  manufaclured,  they  import  as  many 
as  are  wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Resolved,,  That  the  good  arms  of  fuch  foldiers  as  leave  the  fer- 
vice,  be  retained  for  the  ufe  of  the  new  army,  on  a  valuation  made 
of  them. 

Resolved,  That  cloathing  be  provided  for  the  new  army  by  the 
continent,  and  paid  for,  byftoppages  out  of  the  foldiers'  wages,  at 
1-|  dollars  per  month  ;  that  as  much  as  poffible  of  the  cloth  for  this 
purpofc  be  dyed  brown,  and  the  diftinftions  of  the  regiments  made 
in  the  facings. 

That  a  man  who  brings  a  good  new  blanket  into  the  camp,  be 
allowed  two  dollars  therefor,  and  take  it  away  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  fupply  the  army  with  provifions,  the 
commifTary-general  be  direfted  to  caufe  cattle  and  hogs  to  be  dri- 
ven, at  proper  feafons,  to  the  camp,  there  to  be  ilaughtered  and  cur- 
ed, and  as  to  the  articles  of  bread  and  flour,  thathe  proceed  in 
the  way  that  he  has  done  for  fome  time  paft. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  officers  as  have  ferved  in  the  prefcnt  army 
to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  ftay,  be  preferred,  and  if  there 
are  more  of  thefc  than  are  neceffaiy  for  the  new  army,  that  the 
general  dilHnguifh  fuch  as  he  deems  belt  qualified. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of 
New-England  to  empower  the  general  to  imprefs  carriages,  veffels, 
horfes,  and  other  things  necelfary,  at  a  reafonable  rate,  for  the 
tranfportation  or  march  of  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on  any 
other  emergency,  and  that  this  power  may  be  deputed  in  writing, 
under  the  hand  of  the  general  to  che  quarter  mafler-general,  or  to 
any  inferior  officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  any  abufo  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  direfted  to  propofe  to  the  officers 
now  ferving  in  the  prefent  army,  that  they  fignify  in  writing,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  which  of  them  will  continue  to  ferve  and  defend 
their  country,  and  which  of  them  will  retire,  and  that  fuch  officers 
as  propofe  to  continue  in  the  fcrvice,  and  are  approved  by  the  ge- 
neral, proceed  to  inlift  their  men  into  the  continental  fervice,  upon 
the  fame  pay  and  allowance  of  provifions  as  is  now  given,  their  li"r- 
vice  to  continue  to  the  laft  day  of  December,  1776,  fubject  to  be 
difcharged  at  any  time  by  the  continental  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  if,  upon  trial,  the  number  of  men  before  refolved 
on  cannot  be  raifed  out  of  the  prefent  army,  then  the  officers  ap- 
pointed for  the  new  army,  recruit  their  feveral  regiments  and  com- 
panies to  their  full  complement;  and,  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of  the  fer- 
vice requires  it,  that  the  general  be  empowered  to  call  forth  the 
minute-men  or  militia  of  Maffachufctts-Bay,  or  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legislatures, 
affcmblies,  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  enact  a  law  or  pafs  an 
ordinance,  infii6ling  the  following  puniffiments  upon  fuch  as  harbour 
dcferters,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch,  viz.  a  fine  upon  all  fuch  offien- 
ders,  not  lefs  than  thirty,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars;  and  in  c&fc  of 
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inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punifbcd  with  whipping,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty-nine  lafhes  for  each  offence  :  alfo,  that  they  empower  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  the  officer  commanding  a  detachment  or 
any  out-poft,  to  adminifter  an  oath,  and  fwear  any  perfon  or  perfons 
to  the  truth  of  any  information  or  intelligence,  or  any  other  mat- 
ter relative  to  the  public  fervice. 

Resolved^  That  any  perfon  who  fhall  apprehend  a  deferter,  and 
bring  him  to  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  upon  certificate 
thereof  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  fuch  regiment,  fliall 
be  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars  and  all  reafonable  expenfes  from 
the  pay m after-general  or  deputy-paymafter,  which  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  pay  of  fuch  foldier. 

Resolved.,  That  the  farther  confideratlon  of  the  report  be  refer- 
red to  Monday  next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
South-Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read. 

Resolved.,  That  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina,  there  be  kept 
up  in  that  colony,  at  the  continental  expenfe,  three  battalions  of 
foot,  each  battalion  to  confift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and  offi- 
cers, and  be  upon  the  fame  pay,  and  under  the  fame  regulations,  as 
the  continental  army. 

Resolved.,  That  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  Georgia,  there 
be  one  battalion  kept  up  there  at  the  continental  expenfe,  to  be 
compofed  as  the  battalions  of  South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  troops  be  inlifted  to  the  31ft  day  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  fubjeft,  however,  to  be  difcharged  fooner  if  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs  Ihall  think  proper. 

Resolved.,  That  the  prefident  fign  blank  commiffions,  and  that  the 
conventions,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  councils  of  fafety  for  South-  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia  refpeftively,  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of  fuch 
officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  return  a  lift  thereof  to  the 
Congrefs 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  faid  conventions  or,  in 
their  recefs,  the  faid  councils  of  fafety,  appoint  another  perfon  to 
fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commiffion  ftiall  ifl'ue  from  the  Con- 
grefs, and  that  they  return  to  the  Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  on  the  continental  eftablifliment  fliall, 
when  afting  in  conjuniStion  with  officers  of  equal  rank  on  the  pro- 
vincial eftablilhment,  take  command  of  the  latter,  and  alfo  of  the 
militia  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  troops  on  the  provincial  eftablifh- 
ment  fliall,  when  acting  in  conjunftion  with  officers  of  the  militia, 
take  command  and  precedence  of  the  latter  of  equal  rank,  notwith- 
ftanding  prior  dates  of  commiffions. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  council 
of  fafety  of  South-Carolina,  fliall  think  it  expedient  for  thefecu'rity 
of  that  colony,  to  feizc  or  deftroy,  and  fliall  feine  or  deftroy,  any  fhip 
or  veffel  of  war,  this  Congrefs  will  approve  of  fuch  proceeding. 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Charleftnwn  ought  to  be  defended 
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ag-ainn:  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  take  poncfTion  thereof 
by  the  enemies  of  America,  and  tliat  the  convention  or  council  of 
fafety  of  the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  ought  to  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  to  them  ftiall  feem  moft  efficacious  for  that  purpoie,  and 
that  th;'y  proceed  immeaiatcly  to  ereft  fuch  fortifications  and  bat- 
teries in  or  near  Charbftown,  as  will  befl  conduce  to  promote  its 
fecurity,  the  expenfe  to  be  paid  by  the  faid  colony. 

Resolved^  That  if  the  convention  of  South-Carolina  fliall  find  it 
neceffary  to  eftablifh  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  re- 
commended to  that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  repref-nta- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think 
it  necefl'ury,  fhall  eftablifh  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as,  in  their 
judgment,  -will  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mod  effec- 
tually fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  duriw^  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  Nove^nber  6,  1775. 
The  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  having-  appointed  Hew  delegates, 
the  faid  delegates  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and 
approved,  and  are  as  follows  ; 

"  In  Assembly.)  November  3,  1775. 
R^sohedj  That  the  honorable  John  Morton,  fpeaker,  John  Dick- 
infon,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys, 
Edward  Biddle,  Thomas  Willin:;-,  Andrew  Allen,  and  J.-nies  Wil- 
•fon,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  to  ferve  as  reprefentatives 
of  this  province  in  the  continental  Congrefs. 

Extracl  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Affembly." 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
cfinfideration  the  fundry  letters  lately  received  from  the  conven- 
tion of  New-York,  and  the  ftate  of  that  colony,  and  report  what  in 
their  opinion  is  neceffary  to  be  done. 

The  members  chof -n,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Congrefs,  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  returned  from  the  camp,  and  having  agreed  to  fundry 
articles  therein  contained,  and  come  to  fundry  refolutions, 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  digeft  in  order  the  refolutions  of  the 
Congrefs,  as  far  as  they  have  gone  in  the  report,  and  lay  the  fame 
before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer- 
red till  to-/norrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  what  mo- 
ney remains  in  the  continental  trealury  unapplied,  and  to  form  an 
eflimate  of  the  public  debts  already  incurred,  and  which  will  be- 
come due  on  the  firftday  of  June  next. 
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That  the  committee  confift  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ncllon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Cufiiing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Forbes,  for  goods  and  necefTaries  delivered  to  feveral 
rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  j^35  :  11  :  10,  equal  to  94.9  dollars, 
of  which  fum  captain  Cluggage  ought  to  be  charged  with  £6 :  2  :  10, 
and  captain  Chambers  with  ^4  :  10,  the  remainder  to  the  continent, 
that  this  is  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Blair  M'Clenachan. 

To  Jane  Allen,  the  fum  of  £i7  :  0  :  7,  and  to  Vendal  Lands  the 
fum  of  j^2  :  0  :  0,  both  fums  being  1 30.7  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efqj  and  be  charged  t© 
the  continent. 

To  Judah  Harbow,jf.7  :  12  :  4,  and  tocapt.  Jackfon,jf.  13  :4  :  6, 
for  necefTaries  furniflied  feveral  rifte  companies,  and  that  both 
fums  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  and  charged  to 
the  continent,  being  52.1  dollars. 

To  Andrew  Graff,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  £.  27  :  2  :  6,  and 
to  Chriftopher  Crawford,  for  blankets,  the  fum  of  j^.  6:15,  both 
v/hich  fums  to  be  paid  per  order  to  George  Graff,  and  charged  to 
the  continent,  being  90.3  dollars. 

To  Richard  Backhoufe,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  j^.  51,  be- 
ing 136  dollars. 

To  Miles  and  Wifter,  by  fundry  certificates,  j(^.  26  :  6  :  4, 
equal  to  70.1  dollars,  of  which  j{^.  13  :  10,  be  charged  to  cap- 
tain Rice's  company,  and  3s.  to  captain  Creffop's  company,  the  re« 
inaiuder  to  the  continent. 

To  Frederic  Leinbach,  by  fundry  certificates,  j^.  58  :  11:5, 
equal  to  156.2  dollars,  of  which  j^.  4  :  13  :  6,  to  be  charged  to 
captain  Price,  £>  S  :  15  to  captain  Stevenfon,  £>  6  i  IS  :  1  td 
commiffary  Biddle,  until  it  appears  to  be  otherwife  accounted  for, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  continent,  to  be  paid  per  order,  to  George 
Sc  hi  offer. 

To  John  Murrow,  for  goods  delivered  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
j^.  7 1  :  18  :  10,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Davis,  and  charged 
to  faid  Stevenfon,  being  191.8  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  ^.  169  :  9  :  3,  equal  to 
451.9  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  money  by  him  paid  to  Jofeph  Brown,  an 
exprefs  to  Cambridge,  £.  \7  :  4^  :  I,  equal  to  45.9  dollars. 

To  Jafper  Stimes  and  Abraham  Storm,  for  provilions  and  car- 
riage, fumifhed  by  them  to  the  rifle  companies,  j^.  14  :  9  :  2,  New- 
York  currency,  36.1  dollars  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  John  Ai- 
fop,  Efq; 

Ordered^  That  the  above  fums  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  in  behalt  of  the  colony  of  North-Caro- 
lina, for  the  fum  of  3750  dollars,  in  part  of  the  expenfe  Incurred 
for  raifing  and  equipping  a  thoufand  men  for  the  fupport  of  the 
affociatlon  and  the  fafety  of  that  colony,  agreeable  to  the  refolve 
of  the  Congrefs, 

Ordered)  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  William  Hooper,  Jofeph 
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Hewes,  and  John  Penn,  Eqrs;  and  charged  to  the  colony  of 
North-Carolina,  by  which  the  fame  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDJr,  November  7,    1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  No.  1 1,  was  read. 

The  fecretary  having  digefled  in  order  the  refolutions  pafled  by 
Congrefs,  produced  the  fame,  which  being  read,  were  approved  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Church  be  clofe  confined  in  feme  fecure 
gaol  in  the  colony  of  Conneclicut,  without  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  converfe  >vith  him,  except 
in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  a  magiftrate  of  the  town,  or  the 
fherifF  of  the  county  where  he  fhall  be  confined,  and  in  the  Englifh 
language,  until  farther  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations  or  amend- 
ments be  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  continental  army  : 
[For  these  rules  mid  regulations,  see  page  129,  Isfc.  in  the  notes.l^ 

Resolved,  That  three  new  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
for  importing-  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  and  that  any  five  of  them 
be  a  quorum. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Bul- 
lock. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  recommendation  for 
field  officers  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  faid  field  officers. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined. 

Lord  Sterling  was  eledled  colonel  of  the  firft  of  the  two  battalions. 

William  Wind,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

William  De  Hart,  Efq;  major  of  ditto. 

William  Maxwell,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  fecond  of  ditto. 

Ifrael  Shrieve,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

David  Rhea,  Efq;   major  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  delivered  a  verbal  meffage  from  the  alTembly  of 
Pennfylvania,  refpeding  the  refolve  fent  to  them  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 
and  Mr.  Deane,  defining  to  know  on  what  evidence  the  Congrefs 
ground  the  apprehenfion  therein  exprefied,  of  hoftilities  commen- 
cing at  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania  and  thofe  of  Connefticat. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letters 
from  the  convention  of  New-York,  and  the  ftate  of  that  colony, 
Vrouglit  in  their  report  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mcrrow. 
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WEDNESDJr,  November  8,  1775. 
On  motion,  Resolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  *  appointed  to 
contract  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition.  Sec.  be  em- 
powered to  export  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  on  account  and 
rifque  of  the  continent,  as  much  provilion,  or  any  other  produce, 
(except  horned  cattle,  Iheep,  hogs,  and  poultry)  as  they  may  deem 
iieceffary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
faltpeti-e. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Kirkland. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Cufliing,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Alexander  Klinger,  for  providons  furniihed  to  captain  Hen- 

drick's  company,  £'9  :  10,  and  to  Refine  Mourer,  for  ferriage  9^2, 

the  whole  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Kenry  Chrift,  being  26.5  dollars. 

To  George  Kungle,  for  provifions  furnifhed  to  captain  Rofs's 

company,  /^. 4  :  16  :  10,  ^=75  dollars. 

To  Heury  Valentine,  for  tranfcribing  writings  for  the  Congrefs, 
jf.3  :  18,  =:  10.4  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  provifions  furnifhed  to  feveral  companies, 
£'27  :  15-:  7,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  Thomas  Compton,  z::  74 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  per  certificates  and  accounts  forwarded  by  Lewis 
Ogden,  for  nccelTaries  furniihed  captain  Rofs's  company,  and  fori 
guard  over  a  powder  waggon,  jf. 42  :  0  :  2,  New-York  currency, 
to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Kennedy,  being  105  dollars. 

To  Henry  Bearing,  for  neceffaries  furniflied  to  captain  Rofs's: 
company,  £»6  :  1 7,  to  be  pai'd,  per  order,  to  John  Biddle,  junior, 
being  18.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jones,  for  ferriage  and  provifions,  for  captain  Rofs's 
company,  j^. 2,  =5.3  dollars. 

*  In  Congress,  September  18,   1775. 

Resolved,  That  a  fecret  committee  be  appointed  to  contrail  for 
the  importation  and  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  gun-powder,  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  tons. 

That  in  cafe  fuch  a  quantity  of  gun-powder  cannot  be  procured, 
to  contrail  for  the  importation  of  fo  much  faltpetre,  with  a  propor- 
tionable quantity  of  fulphur,  as,  with  the  powder  procured,  will 
make  five  hundred  tons. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  im- 
portation of  forty  brafs  field  pieces,  fix  pounders,  for  10,000  ftand 
of  arms,  and  20,000  good  plain  double  bridle  muilcet  locks. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  treafu- 
rers  to  anfwer  the  faid  contrails.  '  ' 

That  the  faid  committee  coufift  of  nine  members,  any  five  of 
■whom  to  be  a  quorura. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Living- 
fton,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr. 
M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Ward. 
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Matliias  Slough,  per  certificates,  for  provifions  furnidied  feveral 
rifle  companies,  >(7.  22  :  3  :  2,  =^59.1  dollars. 

To  iuiidries  per  certificates,  for  provifions  furniflied  captain 
Rofs's  company,  j^.23  :  15:5,  New-York  currency,  to  be  paid, 
per  order,  to  being  59.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

The  Congrcl's  taking  into  conhderation  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  New- York  letter.  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  a  commander  v/ith  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  be 
appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  fortifications  or  fortrefTes  on 
Hudfon's  river,  in  the  highlands. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  to  empower  the  faid  commander  to  call  together  and  com- 
mand tv<ro  hundred  men  of  the  militia  of  Duchefs,  Orange,  and 
Ulrter  counties,  and  one  company  of  artillery  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  who  fhall  be  Rationed  in  the  highlands  until  relieved 
by  the  company  of  artillery,  dircdled  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  raifcd 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  fuch  other  continental  troops  as  may- 
hereafter  be  direcled  to  take  poffelfion  of  the  fame. 

Resohed,  That  the  minute  men  or  militia,  while  on  fer^/ice,  be 
maintained  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate,  as  the  reft  of  the  continental 
forces. 

Resohed,  That  a  number  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Duch- 
efs, Orange,  and  Ulfter,  be  formed  into  indepcndant  companies, 
under  the  diieilVion  of  the  commander  of  the  faid  fortreffes,  and  in 
cafe  of  alarm,  hz  directed  to  repair  to  the  feveral  ftations  in  the 
highlands,  which,  in  order  to  prevent  confufion,  lliould  be  imme- 
diately affigned  them. 

Resohed,  That  the  troops,  which  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
dire£led  to  garrifon  the  fortreffes  in  the  highlands,  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  commander  of  the  fortreflcs,  except  vv'hea 
heudedby  a  general  officer. 

Resohed,  That  the  deputy  commiirar)'--general  be  dire<flcd  to 
provide  fuilicient  provifion  for  one  thoufand  men  for  one  month, 
and  keep  that  quantity  in  (lock. 

Resohed,  That  the  powder  fcnt  from  this  place  to  general 
Schuyler,  be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way  fpared,  and  left  at 
the  fortreffes  in  the  highlands. 

Resohed,  I'hat  the  committee  of  fafcty  of  Pennfylvania,  be  re- 
quellfd  to  furnifli  the  colony  of  New-York  v/ith  500  lb.  of  powder, 
ajul  forward  the  fame  immediately  to  Doi)b's  ferry  ;  that  tlu-  con- 
vention of  New-York  give  order  to  receive  it  there,  and  fend  it 
as  foon  r.s  polTible  to  the  fortreffes  in  tiie  highlands, 

Resohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  if  tlity  have  not  already  fcnt  forward  a  fulHcient  number 
of  cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  fortreffes  crefting  in  the  high- 
lands, that  they  immediately  fend  forward  to  thofe  fortreffes  fo 
many  of  the  cannon  at  King's  bridge  of  the  bt-ff  quality  and  largeft 
bore>  as  they  may  think  ncceffary  for  that  purpoie. 
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Resohedf  That  the  bills  of  fale,  for  the  veffels  ordered  to  be 
purchafed,  be  made  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  thofe  who 
ihall  fucceed  them  in  that  office,  in  truft  neverthelefs  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent,  or  their  reprefentatives,  in  Congrefs  met. 

Hcsohed,  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref- 
fcs  on  Hudfon's  river  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dyer  having,  on  account  of  Indifpofition,  defired  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  going  to  the  northward,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
cleftion  of  another  in  his  (Vead,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton  was  chofen. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  inftrudlions, 
reported  the  fame,  which  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
■were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Instructions  to   R,    i?.   Livingston^   Robert  Treat  Paine^  and  J, 
Langdon^  Esquires* 

"    GENTLEMEN, 

"  The  Congrefs  expeft  that  you  repair,  with  as  much  difpatch,  as 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  your  journey  will  admit,  to  Ticonde- 
roga,  in  order  to  confult  with  general  Schuyler  what  number  of 
forces  will  be  neceffary  in  Canada,  and  of  the  baft  and  moft  effica- 
cious method  for  procuring  or  continuing  fuch  forces  in  the  north- 
ern department  during  the  enfuing  winter,  of  engaging  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  colony  of  Canada  to  accede  to  the  affociation  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  of  protedling  them  for  the  future  againft  their 
and  our  enemies. 

*'  If,  upon  fuch  a  conference,  it  (hall  be  judged  neceffary,  you 
are  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Livingfton,  the  deputy  commiffary- 
general,  to  furnifh  the  neceffary  provifions  for  an  army  of  three 
xhoufand  men  for  fix  months. 

"  You  are  alfo  authorized  to  offer  two  months  pay  as  a  bounty 
to  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  fliall  re-inlift,  to  be  paid  upon  their 
taking  the  fortrefs  at  St.  John's  and  Montreal,  and  you  are  to 
make  ufe  of  every  argument,  to  induce  them  to  re-lnlift,  or  at  lead 
to  ftay  until  they  can  be  relieved,  and  to  affure  them,  that  the  Con- 
grefs have  taken  care  to  fupply  them  with  proper  cloathing. 

"  You  are  to  direft  the  fortreffes  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown- 
Point,  to  be  put  into  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  the  ftate  of  our 
affairs  may  require. 

"  You  are  to  advife  the  general  to  purchafe  of  fuch  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  have  arms  and  are  fick,  their  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  who  have  none,  or  bad  ones  and  are  well. 

"  Ammunition  it  is  hoped  fince  the  late  capture  will  not  be 
■wanting,  if  it  fhould,  Congrefs  will  fend  the  firft  that  fhall  arrive. 

"  If  there  fhould  be  occafion  of  reinforcements,  you  are  em- 
powered, in  concert  with  general  Schuyler,  to  ralfe  any  number 
that  can  be  procured  in  Canada,  New-York,  or  any  of  the  New- 
Engli'.nd  governments,  in  order  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  Montreal 
and  Quebec. 

"  The  Congrefs  defire  you  to  exert  your  utmoft  endeavours  to 
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induce  the  Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union  with  thefe  colonies,  and 
that  they  form  from  their  feveral  pariflies  a  provincial  convention, 
and  fend  delegates  to  this  Congrefs.  And  as,  in  the  prefent  unfet- 
tied  ftate  of  that  country,  a  regular  election  can  hardly  be  expell- 
ed, the  Congrefs  will  acquiefce  in  the  choice  of  fuch  pariflies  and 
diftridls,  as  are  willing  to  join  us. 

"  You  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  afTure  them,  that  we 
fliall  hold  their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own,  and  on  their  union  with 
us,  exert  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  for  them,  and  their  pof- 
terity,  the  bleflings  of  a  free  government,  and  that  fecurity  to  their 
perfons  and  property,  which  is  derived  from  the  Britilh  conflitu- 
tion. 

"  And  you  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  further  to  declare, 
that  we  hold  facred  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  fliail  never  moleft 
them  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion. 

"  In  cafe  general  Schuyler  has  not  yet  raifed  the  regiment  re- 
commended to  him  to  be  raifed  in  Canada,  or  in  cafe  he  cannot  pro- 
ceed to  Canada,  you  are  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  per- 
fedl  the  railing  of  a  regiment  of  Canadians,  to  join  the  continental 
forces,  and  you  are,  for  that  purpofe,  to  take  with  you  blank  com- 
miflions,  which,  taking  the  advice  of  the  general  officers  in  that  de- 
partment, you  are  to  lill  up  v/ith  the  names  of  fuch  perfons,  as  have 
the  moft  merit  and  beft  qualifications  for  the  fervice. 

"  Congrefs  direft  you  to  acquaint  general  Schuyler,  that  they 
approve  of  his  appointment  of  captain  Dimon,  to  be  a  brigade  ma- 
jor, and  have  ordered  him  a  comniiflion  accordingly. 

"  The  Congrefs  moreover  are  defirous  that  you  fiiould  take  an 
accurate  view  of  the  ftate  of  our  fortifications  upon  Hudfon's  river, 
and  make  a  report  of  it  as  foon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

"  If  the  circumftances  of  the  army  fhould  be  fuch,  that  a  ton  of 
powder  may  be  fpared,  you  are  to  dire£l  that  quantity  to  be  fent  to 
New-York,  and  all  fuch  cannon  and  military  (lores  as  fhall  not  be 
wanted  in  Canada,  or  in  the  fortifications  on  the  lakes,  to  be  fent 
to  Albany,  there  to  remain  until  the  Congrefs  give  farther  direc- 
tions concerning  them;  and  for  this  purpofe,  you  are  herewith  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  lift  of  the  ordnance  and  military  ftores,  which  were 
at  thofe  places  when  taken. 

"  You  are  to  inform  the  general  that  the  pay  of  fome,  of  the  offi- 
cers is  raifed,  and  to  take  with  you  from  the  minutes,  the  addi- 
tional eftabliffiment. 

"  You  are  to  direiEl  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  fliall  re-inlift, 
to  be  paid  all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them,  according  to  the  rolls 
to  be  fent  by  governor  Trumbull,  who  in  the  mean  time  will  be  re- 
quefted  by  Congrefs  to  fend  the  rolls  to  the  general,  afcertaining 
how  long  the  men  have  been  in  fervice. 

"  The  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  is  approved  of  by  the  Congrefs, 
but  the  officers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  refide  in  or  near  any  fea- 
port. 

"  You  are  authorized  to  affure  major  Brown  and  major  Livii>g- 
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Ron,  that  the  Conc^refs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  Important  fervices^ 
aiid  will  take  the  firft  proper  opportunlt)'^  to  reward  them. 

"  You  are  alio  to  acquaint  the  general,  that  genera!  Mont.cjome- 
ry's  requcft,  as  to  the  pay  of  the  company  of  artillery  by  him  ap- 
pointed, is  complied  with. 

"  A  committee  will  be  appointed  to  procure  as  much  hard  mo- 
ney as  will  be  neceffary  to  be  tranfmJtted  to  the  deputy  pay-maftcr- 
general  in  the  northern  army,  to  be  uled  in  Canada." 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate,  &c. 
he  authorized  to  contract  for  the  making  proper  paper  for  a  future 
emiiTion  of  paper  bills  of  credit. 

Resohcd,  That  the  prelident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  for 

tliefum  of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 

Fc^nnfylvania,  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  honourable  the  affem- 

bly,  towards  the  cxpenfe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 

,  laid  colony. 

Rcsohsd,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  delegates  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  during  the  feflions  of  Congrefs,  pafs,  and  be  carried 
free  of  pollag'e,  the  members  having  engaged  upon  honour  not  to 
frank  or  enclol'e  any  letters  but  their  own. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  publiflied. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fiim 
of  20,000  doll'.irs,  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman, 
Efqrs;  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  cloathing  they  were  ordered 
to  purehafe. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed,  and  the  order 
of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDATy  November  9,    1775. 

A  letter  from  the  agents  refpecling  the  delivery  of  the  petition 
and  the  reception  it  met  with,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  pubiifh  the  fubflance  of  faid  letter. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref- 
fes  on  Hudfon's  river  be  poftponed  to  Wednefduy  next,  and  that 
captain  John  Hanfon  take  and  keep  the  comm^and  of  the  faid  for- 
trelfes  and  the  troops  there,  until  the  Congrefs  Ihall  appoint  a  com- 
mander. 

On  application  m.ade  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

Resolved,  That  the  prcfident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  the  dcJegates  of  that  colony,  for  the  fum  of  5000  dollars, 
towards  the  expenfe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  tliere,  the 
faid  colony  to  account  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  fome  In- 
habitants of  Nova-Scotia,  brought  in  their  report,  and  the  fame 
being  taken  into  corif:deration  and  debated,  was  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  order  of  th^  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


NOVEMBER   1775.  227 

Fridat,  Novtmber  10,  1775. 

RcsohcJ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  1000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Langdon,  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northward. 

Resolved,  That  the  goods  bought  for  the  northern  army  be  fent 
by  land  to  Dobb's  ferry,  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New-York,  and  defire  them  to  have  a  veffel  ready  to 
take  in  the  faid  goods,  and  tranfport  them  immediately  to  Albany. 

Resolved.,  That  the  medicines  purchafed  in  this  city  for  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  be  fent  thither  by  land. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  give  written  orders  to  Dr.  Morgan, 
to  call  upon  Mr.  Sears,  and  defire  him  to  deliver  what  medicines 
he  has  under  his  care,  or  can  procure,  that  they  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  confider  whether  any,  and  what 
proviiions  may  be  necefTary  for  its  defence,  and  to  report  the  fame 
to  Congrefs. 

I'hat  the  committee  conlifl  of  five. 

The  members  chofm,  M.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.   Ward,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Resolved,  That  ail  letters  to  and  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  continental  army,  or  the  chief  cammander  in  the  army  in 
the  northern  department,  p3fs  ?.ndbe  curried  free  of  portage. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions  be 
direcl'^d  to  march  fix  companies  of  faid  battalions,  as  foon  as  they 
are  completed,  to  garrifon  the  fort  on  Hudfon's  river,  in  the  high- 
lands,  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Cooke,  and  re- 
queft  him  to  fend  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  one  ton 
of  powder,  for  the  defence  of  that  city  and  colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Wendall,  the  exprefs  from 
Albau)'-,  who  has  been  detained  twelve  days  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
the  fum  of  16  dollars,  for  the  time  he  has  been  detained. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drav/n  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey,  for  5000  dollars,  towards  the  expenfe 
of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  gentle- 
men appointed  to  fign  the  continental  bills,  and  requqfl  them  witli 
all  polliblc  expedition  to  compleat  that  bufinefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  farther  way"  and  means 
of  promoting  the  maiuifaclure  of  faltpetve,  brought  in  tlieir  report, 
which  was  read  in  thefe  words  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  fkilful  perfons  fent  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  employed  there  in  a  public  faltpetre  work,  under  the 
infpedion  of  gentlenvn  who  will  fupcrintend  it,  may,  with  fufn- 
cient  airirtance,  proiliuc  a  conliderable  quantity  of  that  article  ; 
and  that  a  further  fiipply  of  it  may  be  procured  from  the  other  co- 
lonies, if  the  ulVembiies,  conventions,  and    councils;  of  fafctv  will 
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appoint  proper  perfons  in  their  refpeftive  colonies,  whofe  bufiuel;- 
it  fliall  be  to  employ  and  fet  to  work  fuch  and  fo  many  of  their 
countrymen,  as  they  fhall  judge  fit,  to  colledt  earth  from  which  ni- 
trous lalt  may  be  extrafted,  and  to  manufadlure  it  into  faltpetre. 
The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  faid  report, 
Resolved,  That  Richard  Bland,  Peter  Poythrefs,  John  Banniftery 
John  Buffin,  Archibald  Cary,  Benjamin  Watkins,  John  Tabb, 
Richard  Adams,  Richard  Randolph,  and  Theodorick  Bland,  the 
younger,  Efqrs;  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  be  defired  and  em- 
powered to  agree  with  the  proprietors  of  the  public  ware-houfes, 
and  of  other  places  impregnated  with  nitre,  in  the  counties  of 
Prince-George,  Dinwiddie,  Chefterfield,  and  Henrico  ;  Carter  Brax- 
ton, John  Syme,  Burwell  Baffet,  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Wil- 
liam Aylett,  George  Brook,  George  Lyne,  and  George  Webb, 
Efqrs;  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  the 
counties  of  Hanover,  New-Kent,  King  William,  and  King  and 
Queen  ;  Edmund  Pendleton,  James  Taylor,  George  Stubblefield, 
Mann  Page,  the  younger,  Jofeph  Jones,  William  Fitzhugh,  of 
Sommerfet,  and  Fielding  Lewis,  Efqrs;  or  any  four  or  more  of 
them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  the  counties,  of  Caroline,  Spotfyl- 
vania,  and  King  George  ;  and  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  Thomas 
Ludwell  Lee,  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Blackburn,  Charles  Broadwater, 
and  George  Mafon,  Efqrs;  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch 
proprietors  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Prince  William,  and  Fairfax, 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  all  the  faltpetre  which  may  within  twelve  calendar  months 
be  produced  from  the  floors  and  yards  of  the  warehoufes  and  other 
places,  under  the  management  of  fuch  perfons  as  the  Congrefs 
fliall  appoint  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  pay  to  the  owners  of  the 
foil,  if  they  will  manufa£hire  it  at  their  own  expenfe,  after  the  rate 
of  two  fifths  of  a  dollar  for  every  pound  weight,  averdupois,  of 
clean,  pure,  and  neat  faltpetre,  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  above 
named,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  hire  labourers, 
and  provide  the  neceffaiy  apparatus,  to  be  employed  under  the 
dired^ion  of  the  faid  managers,  in  the  foil  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
not  chufe  to  adventure  in  the  bufinefs  themfelves,  paying  to  the 
owners,  if  they  require  fatisfadion,  what  they  fliall  be  willing  to 
take,  fo  that  it  do  not  exceed  one  forty  fifth  part  of  a  dollar  for 
every  pound  -weight,  averdupois,  of  faltpetre  of  the  like  quality, 
in  both  which  cafes  the  Congrefs  will  make  good  the  contj-afts, 
and  will  pay  all  fuch  expenfes  as  fliall  1)0  incurred  by  the  gentle- 
men dcfired  to  fuperintend  the  operation  ;  on  whofe  zeal,  influ- 
ence, and  abilities,  to  procure,  with  ail  convenient  expedition,  a 
large  quantity  of  this  article,  fo  necelTary  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  thereby  render  it  a  very  important  fervice,  and  by 
tlieir  example  and  adlivity  to  forward  and  encourage  this  ufeful 
work,  the  Conr-^refs  rely  with  confidence. 

I^esohcd,  'Fhat  It  be  recommended  to  the   afTcmhlicE,    conven- 
tions, r.nd  committees  of  fafetv,  of  the  thiitten  L'uitcd  Colonies, 
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to  appoint  certaiit  perfons  Avithin  each  of  the  faid  colonies,  whofe 
bufincrs  it  fhall  be  to  employ  and  fet  to  work  fo  many  ptifons  as 
they  may  think  proper,  both  to  work  up  inch  earth  as  is  now  fit 
for  makinr^-  faltpetre,  and  to  coUecl  together  and  place  in  beds  or 
walls  under  Iheds,  all  fuch  earth  and  compoiition  of  materials  as 
are  fuitable  to  produce  faltpetre,  after  being  duly  expofed  to  the 
air,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  produce  of  it,  and  that  the  delegates 
of  the  relpeftlve  colonies  be  directed  to  fend  this  refolution,  to- 
gether with  the  refolution  of  lall  feflions  refpeiVing  faltpetre,  to 
their  ivfpeC\ive  colonies,  and  caufe  them  to  be  printed  and  made 
public  there. 

Resolved,  That  two  battalions  of  marines  be  railed,  confiRing 
of  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-colonels',  two  majors,  and  other 
officers  as  ufual  in  other  regiments  ;  that  they  confift  of  an  equal 
number  of  privates  with  other  battalions  ;  that  particular  care  be 
taken,  that  no  perfons  be  appointed  to  offices,  or  inlifted  into  faid 
battalions,  but  fuch  as  are  good  feamen,  or  fo  acquainted  with 
maritime  affairs  as  to  be  able  to  ferve  to  advantage  by  fea  when 
required  :  that  they  be  inliflied  and  commiffioned  to  ferve  for  and 
during  the  prefent  war  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies, 
unlefs  difmiffed  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  that  they  be  diftinguilhed 
by  the  names  of  the  firfl;  and  fecond  battalions  of  American  ma- 
rines, and  that  they  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  number  which 
the  continental  army  before  Bofton  is  ordered  to  confift  of. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmittcd  to  the  general, 

'J'he  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morro\s'. 

Sj-TunuAr,  November    1  I,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  fuch  proprietors  of  to- 
bacco ware-houfes,  and  tobacco  houfes,  in  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
as  cannot  fpeedily  have  the  earth  of  the  floors  of  their  houfes 
worked  fov  faltpetre,  that  they  caufe  thofe  floors  to  be  foon  du^- 
up  and  left  fine,  loofe,  and  light,  at  Icaft  fix  inches  deep,  fufferin;:;- 
the  tobacco  ftalks  and  trafhy  leaves  to  be  fpread  thereon,  and 
leaving  the  doors  open,  efpecially  in  dry  weather,  as  often  as  con- 
venience will  permit,  whereby  the  foil  will  be  much  the  more  im- 
pregnated with  nitrous  particles,  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre  fa- 
cilitated, and  the  quantity  thereof  greatly  increafed. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Charles  Wharton,  the  other  from  Janns 
Longhead,  each  praying  to  be  appointed  commilTary  to  the  batta- 
lions raifing  in  this  colony,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conira^-. 
with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  will  undertake  at  the  cheapeft  rate, 
to  fupply  fuch  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  barracks  a, 
Philadelphia,  during  their  ftay  there,  with  the  rations  ailowid  b-. 
this  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.   Lynch,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Allen, 

Resolved,  That  the  recruiting  officers  in  Pennfylv?nla,  fend  th'j 
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recruits  they  may  inlift  as  ibon  as  railed,  to  the  'barracks  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

A  letter  from  Volkerck  P.  Douw,  Efq;  dated  6th  inllant,  was 
read, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confide- 
ration  the  foregoing  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with 
the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  tlie  Indian  commiffioners  of  the  north- 
ern department,  and  report  thereon. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Cufhing. 

Uselovecl,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Canada,  be  diredled  to  confer  with  the  generals  command- 
ing in  that  department,  on  the  propriety  of  fending  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  army  under  their  command,  with  proper  artillery 
and  ammunition  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  fecond  colonel  Arnold's 
expedition,  or  to  renew  the  attempt,  fliould  his  have  failed,  and  to 
give  diredlions  accordingly. 

JResolvsd,  That  the  fortifications  of  Qu^ebec,  in  cafe  it  comes  in- 
to our  hands,  be  repaired,  and  furniflied  with  fuchprovifions,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  artillery,  as  may  be  necelTary  for  its  fecurity. 

Resolved^  That  in  cafe  any  one  of  the  foregoing  committee  be 
difabled  or  prevented  from  proceeding,  the  other  two  have  fuU 
pov/er  to  proceed  and  tranfaft  the  bufiuefs  entrufted  to  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  brought 
in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  1 1 3  dollars  be  paid  to  the  rev.  Samuel  Kirk- 
land, for  his  pafh  fcrvices,  out  of  the  continental  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the 
Indians,  and  conciliating  their  atFeftions  to  the  United  Colonies, 
and  thereby  preferving  their  friendfliip  and  neutrality,  Mr.  Kirk- 
land be  continued  in  his  miffion  amongft  them,  and  that  for  thofe 
important  purpofes,  he  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  continental 
treafury,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  family  the  enfuing  year, 
fixty-five* pounds  fterling,  or  288|-  dollars,  and  that  fixty  pounds 
flerling,  or  266'|  dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  to  be  by  him  difpof- 
ed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  may  bcft  promote  the  happlnefs  of  the  In- 
dians, and  attach  tliem  to  thefe  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poncd  until  the  connnittce  to  whom  Mr.  Douw's  letter,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  late  treaty  are  referred,  Ihall  have  made  their  re- 
port. 

Resolved,  That  .1000  tin  cartouch  boxes  be  made  and  fent  to 
the  camp,  or  if  tin  fufiicient  to  make  them  can  be  procured,  that 
it  be  font. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  execute  this. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  faltpetre  committee  be  empowered  to  enter 
into  a  contracl  with  the  pcrfons  who  offer  to  go  to  Virginia  on  this 
bufinefs. 


NOVEMBER   1775.  231 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  mafter-gene- 
ral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  convention  of  New-York,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  faid  convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvanla  be  a  committee,  to 
count  and  forward  the  faid  fums  under  a  guard. 

Resolved,  That  the  guard  do  not  exceed  three  or  two  of  the  light 
horfe,  and  a  fervant. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Murray  Sanfom  and  others,  and  the 
other  from  Jafper  Griffing,  were  read, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  foregoing  petitions,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Johnfon, 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

AIoNDAT,   November  13,    1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Walhington,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  army  be  repub- 
lifhed,  with  the  additions  and  alterations  lately  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
declaration,  in  anfwer  to  fundry  illegal  minifterial  proclamations 
that  have  lately  appeared  in  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
W.  Livingfton. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday,  the  23d  inftant,  be  afligned  for  elec- 
ting a  brigadier-general. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed,  adjoiu'ned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 
and  from  thence  to  ten  o'clock  on  Wedncfday. 

Wbdnesdat,   November    15,    1775. 

An  exprefs  having  arrived  with  an  account  of  the  furrender  of 
fort  St.  John's,  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  and  general 
Montgomery,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  542  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
fiirers,  in  favour  of  captain  Thomas  Price,  on  account  of  his  rifle 
company,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  from  Jafper  GrifHng,  and 
Murray,  Sanfom  and  company  and  others,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Jafper  GrilTlng,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  examination  of  the  fads,  let  forth  in  that  me- 
morial, ought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ohfervation,  for 
Guilford;,  and  that  tlie  fame  being  fufFiciently  proved,  the  fchooner 
Betfey,  mentioned  in  faid  memorial,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  voyage,    with  the  cargo  purchuied  and  provided   for 
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her  before  the  10th  day  of  September  laft,  the  mafler  and  owner 
of  the  vefTel  previoufly  making  oath,  that  they  -will  ufe  their  belt 
and  utmoft  end-eavours,  that  the  faid  cargo  fliall  be  landed  in  fome 
foreign  port. 

On  the  memorial  of  Murray,  Sanfom  and  company,  Jacob  Wat- 
fon,  and  Frederick  Rhinelander,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  your 
committee  having  examined  as  far  as  they  could,  into  the  conduct 
of  the  parties  concerned,  find  no  ground  to  fufpect  that  the  owners 
of  the  cargo  intended  it  fhould  be  landed  or  difpofed  of  in  any 
other  manner  than  let  forth  in  the  faid  memorial,  but  your  com- 
mittee think  there  is  jufl  ground  to  fufpeft,  that  William  Barron, 
the  mafter  of  the  fliip  Peggy ,  would  not  be  very  felicitous  to  pre- 
vent the  cargo,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  the  minifterial  army, 
from,  failing  into  the  polTelhon  of  the  men  of  war,  he  having  been 
before  taken  in  the  fame  fliip,  in  Rhode-Ifland,  with  a  cargo  from 
Chefapeak-Bay,  for  Europe,  nor  can  your  committee  ajiprove  the 
conduct  of  the  owner  of  the  Jhip  who  continued  the  captain  after- 
wards. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  another  mafter 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  the  faid  Ihip,  who  fhall  be  approved  by 
the  committee  of  Norwich,  and  that  the  time  of  her  failing,  as 
well  as  her  traiFt  be  appointed  by  that  committee,  and  the  mafter 
fworu  to  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  prevent  the  faid  Ihip  fal- 
ling into  the  pofTeflion  of  any  man  of  war  or  cutter,  and  to  purfue 
as  far  as  he  can,  the  orders  of  the  faid  com.mittee  in  navigating 
the  faid  fliip,  on  which  terms  your  committee,  are  of  opinion,  the 
faid  fliijj  ought  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  her  cargo. 

A  propofal  from  Nathaniel  Sackett,  for  making  a  quantity  of 
faltpetre,  being  received  and  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  faltpetre  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THunsDAT,  N'ovember    16,    1775. 

Ecsohcd.)  That  two  fmall  fwift  failing  veflels  be  provided  for 
packets,  to  be  under  the  direftion  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  appointed  to  provide  faid  veffels, 
arid  that  he  be  directed  to  get  one  ready  to  fail  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  the  other  in  a  month  hence. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devifc 
Avays  and  means  of  employing  thefe  veffels  to  the  beft  advantage. 

The  members  choftn,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

The  uffembly  of  Pennf\lvania  having  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfc,  recommended  three  gentlemen  for  field  officers  to  the  batta- 
lion raifing  in  faid  colony,  the  fame  together  with  applications 
from  fundrics,  to  be  appointed  adjutant  and  quartcr-maftck  to  faid 
battalion,  were  read. 

Sundry  papers  from  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Maf- 
fachufctts-Bay,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 
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liesohcdy  That  thefc  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  JefTerfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  11th  inftant, 
to  contraA  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  the  barracks  in  Philadel- 
phia, be  empowered  to  contract  for  fupplying'  the  fame  wherever 
fent,  for  twelve  calendar  months,  provided  they  are  fo  long  con- 
tinued in  the  continental  fervice,  to  commence  next  Monday. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Henry 
Rankin,  for  provifions  to  captain  Rofs's  company,  16  1.9  dollars. 

To  John  Hider,  for  carrying  powder  to   Trenton,  10.6  dollars. 

This  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Jofeph  Jewell. 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  horfe-hire  for  expreiTes,  20  dollars. 

To  John  Little,  for  entertainment  of  fundry  exprefCes,  16.8 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  laid  committee  alfo  reported  an  account  of  major  Coates 
and  captain  Copperthwaite,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  write  to  their  colleagues,  who  are 
abfent,  and  inform  them  that  the  Gongrefs  expedl  their  immediate 
attendance. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  future,  no  member  abfent  bimfelf  from 
Gongrefs  without  leave  of  Gongrefs. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this  Gongrefs,  that  every  member 
remain  in  his  feat  whilft  any  paper  is  reading  or  queftion  putting. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridav,  iVovember  17,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Walhington,  encloiing  a  letter  and  jour- 
nal of  colonel  Arnold,  and  fundry  papers  being  received,  the  fame 
were  read,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a.commlttee  of  feven  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
confideration  fo  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  fiich  vefTels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  the  enemy,  as  Ihall 
fail  into  the  hands  of,  or  be  taken  hv  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Ciolonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rntkdge,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livinj^fton,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Johnfon. 

Resolved,  Th;it  the  pri loners  taken  at  Cliambly  and  St.  John's, 
be  fent  to,  and  kept  in  the  towns  of  Reading,  Lancader,  and  York, 
in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  couimlttee  appointed  t!ic  1  Ithinflant,  to  coHtradl  for 
fupplying  the  battalion,  railed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to 
diitribute  the  laid  prilbners  in  the  town'O  aforefuid,  and  contraifl 
lor  their  fupport  or  fubfiRance. 
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That  the  rations  of  the  privates  be  the  fame  as  are  allowed  the 
privates  in  the  continental  army. 

That  orders  ifTue  to  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  conducing 
the  prifoners,  to  march  them  by  the  nearefl  road  to  Reading,  in 
the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  deputy  commiffary -gene- 
ral be  diredled  to  fupply  them  with  provilions  for  their  march, 
agreeable  to  the  rations  fupplied  the  continental  army. 

That  the  faid  commiffary  be  diredled,  if  the  prifoners  agree  to 
it,  to  fend  the  women,  children  and  baggage  by  water  to  Amboy, 
from  thence  to  be  fent  acrofs  to  Bordentown,  and  from  thence  by 
water  to  Philadelphia,  from  which  laft  place  they  will  be  fent  to 
join  the  garrifon  in  the  towns  allotted  to  them,  this  being  judged 
the  fafeft,  cheapeft,  and  mod  commodious  way  of  conveying  them. 

Whereas  it  is  become  neceffary  to  appoint  a  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Gridley,  on  account  of 
his  advanced  age. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  indemnify  colonel  Gridley  for 
any  lofs  of  half-pay,  which  he  may  fuftain  in  confequence  of  hia 
having  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  colonel  of  the 
regim.ent  of  artillery,  and 

Henry  Knox,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 

Resolved,  That  the  commillioned  officers,  taken  in  the  forts  of 
Chambly  and  St.  John's,  be  put  upon  their  parole  of  honour,  that 
they  will  not  go  into  or  near  any  feaport  town,  nor  farther  than 
fix  miles  diflant  from  the  refpedlive  places  of  their  refidence,  with- 
out leave  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  and  that  they  will  carry  on 
no  political  correfpondence  whatever,  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  difpute 
betAveen  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  fo  long  as  they  remain  pri- 
foners. 

Whereas  the  officers  taken  at  fort  Chambly,  have  been  permitted 
by  general  Schuyler,  to  make  choice  of,  and  to  refide  in  Trenton,  in 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  by  him  made,  lias 
been  approved  by  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  Trenton,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  defired  to 
get  the  fame  figned  by  the  officers  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  taken  at  St.  John's,  be  fent  to  Wind- 
ham and  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Conneelicnt,  provided  general 
Schuyler  has  not  given  his  word  for  another  difpofition' of  them. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed, 

Adjournicd  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondrty. 

Moyn.ir,  Novem'.-cr  20,  1775. 
Saudi  y  letters  from  general  Walhington  and  governor  IVniiJjnll, 
with  papers  enclofod,"  among  which  were' intercepted  letters  froni 
Cork,  were  read. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Godftcd  Fciir,  the  other  from  Mclchior 
NefT,  were  prefcntcd  to  Congrefs'and  read. 

\ 
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Captain  John  Hulbert,  who  was  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to 
conduvSl  the  officers,  who  were  taken  prilbners  at  Fort  Chambly,  to 
Trenton,  attended  and  made  report  of  his  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  16,669|.  dollars,  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  purpofc  of 
furniftiing  the  two  battalions,  raifed  in  faid  colony,  with  the  arti- 
cles allowed  them,  in  lieu  of  bounty,  and  for  one  month's  pay  of 
faid  battalions,  he  to  give  fecurity  for  the  difpofal  of  faid  money, 
and  to  render  account  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry,  and  re- 
ceive propofals  with  regard  to  the  recompence  he  Avill  expect  for  this 
fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  com.mittee  appointed  to  contraft  for  fupply- 
ing  the  battalions  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to  adver- 
tife  and  receive  propofals,  and  contract  for  fupplying  the  above  two 
battalions  with  the  rations  allowed  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  for 
the  battalion,  under  the  command  of  colonel  lord  Sterling,  raifed  in 
the  eaftern  divifion  of  New-Jerfey,  and  Alexander  Glough,  was 
elected. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  farther 
fcarch  in  the  places  where  the  lead  was  found  at  Crown-Point  and 
Ticonderoga,  and  tliat  he  fend  as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared  to 
the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  contratSt 
for  the  importation  of  an  hundred  tons  of  lead. 

Resolved,  That  the  intercepted  letters  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  feven,  appointed  the  17thinftant,  in  order  to  feledl  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  it  may  be  proper  to  publiHi,  and  that  they  lay  the 
extradls  before  Congrefs. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  November  21,    1775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry, 
having  made  his  report,  and  the  fame  being  confidered. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  allowed  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  full  of  all  charges,  for  the  money  paffing  through  his  hands. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  petitions  from  Bermuda  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  confideration  the  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
certain  refolutlons  thereon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then 
delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  again  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tomorrow. 
■     Vol.  I.  H  2 
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WEDNESDjir,  November  22,    1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  were  referred  the  feveral 
petitions  from  the  ifland  of  Bermuda,  reprefeiiting  the  diftrefs  to 
•which  they  were  expofed  by  the  non-exportation  agreement,  and 
praying  to  be  relieved  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Congrefs  may  deem 
confluent  with  the  fafety  of  America,  report  that  they  have  confi- 
dered  the  fame,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolntions  : 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly  to 
the  caufe  of  America,  and  ought  to  be  fupplied  with  fiich,  and  fo 
great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  their  fubfiftance  and  hom.e  confumption  ;  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  this  committee,  they  will  annually  require  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  72,000  bufliels  of  Indian  corn,  2000  barrels  of  bread  or 
flour,  1000  barrels  of  beef  or  pork,  2 100  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans, 
and  300  tierces  of  rice,  and  that  they  be  permitted  to  export  the 
fame  yearly. 

That  the  faid  inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  the  above  annual  al- 
lowance in  fait,  but  it  is  not  the  defign  of  this  refolution  to  exclude 
them  from  the  privilege  of  receiving  American  produce  to  any 
amount  in  exchange  for  arms,  ammunition,  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and 
field-pieces,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed  the  l5th 
of  Julylafl. 

That  to  enable  fuch  of  thefe  colonies  as  can  conveniently  furnilh 
the  ifland  of  Bermuda  with  the  above  mentioned  allowance,  to  di- 
vide whatever  advantages  may  refult  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 
their  refpediive  Ihares  of  the  general  expenfe  ;  it  is  further  the  opi- 
nion of  this  committee. 

That  the  colony  of  South-Carolina,  fupply  them  with  300  tierces 
of  rice. 

That  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  fupply  them  with  16,000 
bufliels  of  Indian  corn,  and  468  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colon}^  of  Virginia,  fupply  them  with  36,000  bufhels  of 
Indian  corn,  and  1050  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Maryland,  fupply  them  with  20,000  bufhels 
of  Indian  corn,  and  582  bufliels  of  peas  or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  fupply  them  with  1200  barrels 
of  flour  or  bread,  and  600  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  colony  of  New-York,  fupply  them  with  800  barrels  of 
flour  or  bread,  and  400  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

That  the  conventions  or  committees  of  fafety,  of  the  above  men- 
tioned colonies  ought  to  fiiperintend  the  faid  exportation,  provide 
againft  frauds,  and  take  care,  that  in  exchanging  the  faid  commo- 
dities of  fait  and  provifions,  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  by  either 
party  of  their  mutual  wants,  and  further  that  no  veflel  employed 
in  this  bufinefs  ought  to  load  without  their  permiflion,  and  that 
when  they  fliall,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  refolntions,  permit  any  of 
the  faid  veflels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice  thereof  to  the  commit- 


NOVEMBER   1775.  23? 

tee  of  infpcd^ion  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  where  fuch  veffel  fliall 
load,  and  inform  them  that  the  fame  is  done  under  the  authority, 
and  by  order  of  this  Coagrefs. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  feveral  conventions,  aiTemblies,  or  committees  of  fafety 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  ihe  ifland  of  Bermuda  ;  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  be  informed,  that  the  Congrefs  will  af- 
ford them  other  necelTarics  (fuch  as  lumber,  foap,  and  candles,) 
Avhenever  the  quality  and  quantity  of  each  of  thofe  articles  ufed  in 
the  illand  (liall  be  afcertained. 

That  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted  under  the  dire<5lion  of  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Peunfylvania,  to  fend  the  brig 
Sea-nymph,  Samuel  Stobel,  matter,  with  4000  bufliels  of  Indian 
corn,  300  barrels  of  flour,  100  barrels  of  bread,  20  barrels  of  pork, 
8  barrels  of  beef,  30  boxes  of  foap,  and  1  5  barrels  of  apples  to 
Bermuda,  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the 
faid  cargo  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  annual  allowance  aforefaid, 
for  the  year  enfuing. 

The  committee  on  Volckert  P.  Douw's  letter,  and  the  minutes 
of  the  treaty  at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 
and  debated, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■^w.^i— 

Thursdat,  November  23,  \775. 

Resolved,  That  120  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hulbert, 
and  charged  to  general  Schuyler,  and  that  faid  J.  Hulbert,  after 
Rationing  his  men  at  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon's  river,  have  leave 
to  be  abfent  ten  days. 

The  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veffcls  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  draught  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  navy,  and 
articles  to  befignedbythe  ofiicers  and  men  employed  in  that  fervice, 
■svhich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 

The  committee  on  general  Wafhington's  letter  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  Mr.  Douw's  letter,  and  the  Albany  treaty,  and 
after  debate  the  firft  paragraph  was  poftponed,  and  the  remainder 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion the  letter  from  Volckert  P.  Douw,  Efq;  aul  the  minutes  of 
the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  commiilioners  for 
Indian  alFairs  in  the  northern  department,  have  examined  the  fame, 
and  come  to  the  following  refolutions  thereupon, 


238  JOURNALS    OF  CONGRESS. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  Indians  be  af- 
fuied  that  this  Congrefs  are  pleafed  with  their  defire,  that  the  trade 
fhould  be  opened  as  formerly  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  that  the 
CongTcfs  will  exert  their  firenuous  endeavours  to  procure  the  goods 
the  Indians  may  want,  and  put  the  trade  under  fuch  wife  regula- 
tions, as  that  mutual  juflice  may  be  efFedled,  and  that  they  hope 
thofe  endeavours  will  be  fuccefsful. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  furnifh  the  commillioners  at 
Albany  with  fome  powder,  if  he  can  fpare  it,  to  be  diftributed 
among;  the  Indians,  who  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  are  much 
diftrelTfcd  by  the  want  of  that  article. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  tranfafting  Indian  affairs  in  the  nor- 
thern department,  be  defired  to  obtain  from  the  Alohawk  Indians, 
and  the  corporation  of  Albany,  a  ftate  of  the  controverfy  between 
them,  concerning  the  land  defired  by  the  former  in  the  late  treaty 
at  Albany,  to  be  reftored  to  them,  and  report  the  matter  as  it  fhall 
appear  to  them,  to  the  Congrefs. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  defired,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies,  to  provide  for  and  entertain  the  fachems  and  war- 
riors of  the  Six  Nations,  and, other  Indians  friendly  to  thefe  colo- 
nies, their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with  the  accufiomed  hofpita- 
lity  when  they  come  to  Albany  or  Scheneftady,  to  treat,  or  give 
intelligence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vifit,  and  for  this  purpofe 
that  750  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  faid  commiffioners 
fubject  to  account. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  direfted  to  employ  two  black- 
fmiths  for  reafonable  falaries,  to  refide  among  and  work  for  the  In- 
dians of  the  Six  Nations. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  empowered  to  employ  an  inter- 
preter, with  a  falary  2221.  dollars  by  the  year,  commencing  the  12th 
day  of  this  month,  who  fliall  alfo  be  allowed  his  travelling  expenfes 
to  be  fettled  by  the  commiffioners,  and  James  Deane,  if  they  judge 
him  well  qualified,  is  recommended  to  execute  this  office. 

That  23  dollars  be  paid  to  James  Deane  over  and  above  tJie  75 
dollars  advanced  him  by  the  commiffioners  for  his  pad:  fervices. 

Resolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
Albany  treaty,  and  that  they  be  direfted  to  confider  of  a  plan  for 
carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means 
for  procuring  goods  proper  for  that  trade. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Whereas  major  Hawley,  who  was  cleded  one  of  the  commiffion- 
ers of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  cannot,  on  account 
of  the  fituation  of  his  private  affairs,  attend  that  bufinefs,  and  he 
having  by  his  letter  defired  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice, 

Resolved^  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  forelefting  a  commiffioner 
of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  in  the  room  of  the 
faid  major  Hawley. 

Information  beinggiventoCongrefs,that  certain  frauds  have  been 
attempted  in  executing  contra»Sls  for  the  continent, 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
that  matter. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jchnfon, 
colonel  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Ha- 
inar,  one  of  the  prifoners  at  Trenton,  for  leave  to  refide  with  Mr. 
Duer,  near  Saratoga,  the  fame  was  granted,  he  to  be  on  the  fame 
parole  as  other  oflicers,  with  this  variation,  not  to  go  farther  than 
twelve  miles  from  the  place  now  afligncd  him. 

Application  being  alfo  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Sym.es,  a  pri- 
foner  nov/  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  for  leave  to  refide  at  Trenton, 
on  the  fame  parole  as  the  other  officers  there,  the  fame  was  granted. 

Information  being  given  to  Gongrefs  by  the  committee  of  in- 
fpeftion  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  that  fundry  per- 
fons  in  this  city  have  refufed  to  receive  in  payment  or  give  cur- 
rency to  the  bills  ifTued  by  order  of  this  Ccngrcfs,  and  alfo  to  thofe 
emitted  by  the  affembly  of  this  province. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  take  this 
matter  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  Gongrefs. 

The  members  chofer.,  Mr.  Jajr,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Jchnfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.   E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftpcned,  and 
the  orders  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  No'i:cmber  24,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  difpatches  be  fent  to  the  colony  agents  in  Eng- 
land, by  Mr.  Morris's  veffel,  which  will  be  ready  to  fail  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  intercepted  letters  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  publi'h  the  extracts  now  laid 
before  Gongrefs,  and  that  they  get  a  thoufand  copies  of  the  fame, 
together  with  an  authentic  account  of  the  capture  of  Chambly  and 
St.  John's,  ftruck  off. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colony 
agents. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Gongrefs  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  commiilioner  for  Indi;r>  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, in  the  room  of  major  Hawley,  and  the  ballots  being  ta- 
ken and  examined, 

Timothy  Edwards,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  cleftcd. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  to  Gongrefs 
■what  in  their  opinion  is  neceffary  to  be  done  for  its  fafety  and  fe- 
curity. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  JefTcrfon,  and 
Mr.  Paca. 

The  Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  gene- 
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ral  Wafhington's  letter,  and  the  fame,  after  debate,  was  referred 
for  farther  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

A  petition  from  Downham  Newton,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Hesohed,  That  the  fame  be  refened  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  pay  fuch  fums  of  money  as  the 
committee  for  promoting-  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre  fhall  draw 
orders  upon  or  apply  to  them  for,  not  exceeding  1000  dollars,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  faid  committee. 

That  in  cafe  the  committee  for  promoting  the  manufadure  of 
faltj^etre,  cannot  procure  perfons  to  go  to  Virginia  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  it  be  recommended  to  the  gentlemen,  who  are  defired  and 
empowered  to  fuperintcnd  and  forward  the  work  in  that  colony,  to 
employ  any  fkilful  managers  they  can  meet  Avith,  to  undertake  it. 

A  petition  from  captain  Dugal  Mc.  Gregor,  was  prefented  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  Down- 
ham  Newton's  petition  is  referred. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read,  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^mm&^^ 

SAfURDAr,  November  25,   1775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  field  officers  for  the 
battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined : 

John  BiUl,  Efq;  was  elefted  colonel. 

James  Irvine,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel. 

Anthony  James  Morris,  Efq;  major. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  appointment 
of  an  adjutant  and  a  quarter-mafter  for  the  fecond  battalion,  raifed 
in  New-Jerfey,  and  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter-mafter  for  the  bat- 
talion raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  the  confideration 
of  the  memorials  of  the  tea-holders  in  New-York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  John 
Hinchman,  for  provifians  furnifhed  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  the 
fum  of  65.2  dollars. 

Chrlftopher  Haine,  for  kettles  and  canteens,  furnifhed  to  cap- 
tain Stevenfon  and  captain  P^ofs's  companies,  the  fum  of  35.8 
dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  Gibfon  and  Afton. 

Richard  Bache,  deputy  poft-mafter,  for  fundry  poftages,  from  the 
14th  of  Oftober  to  8th  November,  1775,  inclufive,  31.1    dollars. 

Thomas  Dewees,  for  dieting  the  crew  of  the  fliip  Rebecca  and 
Frances,  44.4  dollars. 

Levi  Hollingfworth,  for  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  three  others,  to 
Ticonderoga  and  back  again,  who  took  with  them  a  quantity  of 
money  for  general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  128  dollars. 
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Andrew  Bunker,  for  blankets  and  kettles,  furnlfhed  captain 
Stevenfon's  company,  by  Anthony  Noble,  41.4  dollars. 

Doctor  Franklin,  tor  the  expenfes  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  himfelf,  on  their  journey  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  including 
carriage  hire,  8cc.  58  1.9  dollars,  and  lor  other  monies  paid  by 
him  for  the  continental  fervice,  including  20  dollars  advanced  to 
Chriflopher  Madeira,  and  to  be  charged  to  him  the  fum  of  72.7 
dollars. 

John  Sterret,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  Jofeph  Holmes  to  captain 
Morgan's  company,  to  be  charged  to  laid  company,  the  fum  of 
55.9  dollars. 

William  Weft,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  John  Holmes  to  captain 
Cluggage's  company,  the  fum  of  281.3  dollars,  of  Avhich  fum, 
35A|-  dollars  being  for  blankets  charged  to  the  continent,  and  the 
remainder  to  captain  Cluggage's  company, 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  general  Waflilngton's  letter,  and  the  fame  being  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  undoubted  information,  that  many  vef- 
fels  which  had  cleared  at  the  refpeftive  cuftom-houfes  in  thefe  co- 
lonies, agreeable  to  the  regulations  eftabliihed  by  acls  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  parliament,  have  in  a  lawlefs  manner,  without  even  the  fem- 
blance  of  juft;  authority,  been  feized  by  his  majefty's  fliips  of  war, 
and  carried  into  the  harbour  of  Bofton  and  other  ports,  where  they 
have  been  rifled  of  tlieir  cargoes,  by  orders  of  his  majefty's  naval 
and  military  officers,  there  commanding,  without  the  faid  vefiels 
having  been  proceeded  againft  by  any  form  of  trial,  and  without 
the  charge  of  having  offended  againft  any  law. 

And  whereas  orders  have  been  ilTued  in  his  majefty's  name,  to 
the  commanders  of  his  fhips  of  war,  "  to  proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of 
a£lual  rebellion  againft  fuch  of  the  fea-port  towns  and  places  being' 
accefTible  to  the  king's  lliips,  in  which  any  troops  fliall  be  raifcd 
or  military  works  erecled,"  under  colour  of  which  faid  orders,  the 
commanders  of  his  majefty's  faidftiips  of  war,  have  already  burned 
and  deftroyed  the  flourifhing  and  populous  town  of  Falmouth,  and 
have  fired  upon  and  much  injured  fevcral  other  towns  within  the 
United  Colonies,  and  difperfed  at  a  late  feafon  of  the  year,  hun- 
dreds of  helplefs  women  and  children,  with  a  favage  hope  that  thofe 
may  peiifh  under  the  approaching  rigours  of  the  feafon,  who  may 
chance  to  efcape  deftruction  from  fire  andfword,  a  mode  of  warfare 
long  exploded  amongft  civilized  nations. 

And  whereas  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  fenfibly  affetfled 
by  the  deftrutVion  of  their  property,  and  other  unprovoked  injuries, 
have  at  laft  determined  to  prevent  as  much  as  pofTible  a  repetition 
thereof,  and  to  procure  fome  reparation  for  the  fame,  by  fitting  out 
armed  veffe Is  and  fliips  of  force.  In  the  execution  of  which  com- 
mendable defigns,  it  is  pofTiblc  that  thofe  who  have  not  been  iiiilru- 
mental  in  the  unwarrantable  violences  abovementioned  may  fufler, 
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nnlefs  fome  la-vvs  be  made  to  regulate,  and  tribunals  ere£^ed  com- 
petent to  determine  the  propriety  of  captures  :    Therefore  refclved, 

1ft.  That  all  fuch  fliips  of  war,  frigates,  floops,  cutters,  and 
armed  velTcls  as  are  or  Ihall  be  employed  in  the  prefent  cruel  and 
unjuft  war  againft  the  United  Colonies,  and  fhall  fall  into  the 
hands  of,  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be  feized  and  for- 
feited to,  and  for  the  purpofes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

2J.  Be:;ohed,  That  all  tranfport  veHels  in  the  fame  fervice,  hav- 
ing on  board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing.  provifions, 
or  military  or  naval  ftores,  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all  veffcls  to 
■whomibsver  belonging,  that  Pnall  be  employed  in  carrying  provi- 
fions or  other  necefTaries  to  the  Britilh  army  or  armies,  or  navy, 
that  now  are  or  (hall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, or  any  goods,  wares,  or  m.erchandize  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  fleet 
or  annv,  fliall  be  liable  to  feizurc,  and  with  their  cargoes  fhall  be 
confilcated. 

3d.  That  no  m after  or  commander  of  any  vefTel  fliall  be  entitled 
to  cruize  for,  or  make  prize  of  any  vefTel  or  cargo  before  he  fhall 
have  obtained  a  commiflion  from  the  Congrefs,  or  from  fuch  per- 
fon  or  perfons  as  fliall  be  for  that  purpofe  appointed  in  fome  one  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

4th.  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  feveral  legif- 
latures  in  the  United  Colonies,  as  foon  as  poiiible,  to  eieft  courts  of 
juftice,  or  give  jurifdicflion  to  the  courts  now  in  being  for  the  pur- 
pr,ie  of  determining  concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as  afore- 
iaid,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  fuch  cafe  be  had  by  a  jury  un- 
der fuch  qualifications,  as  to  the  refpective  legiflatures  fhall  feem 
expedient. 

5th.  That  all  profecutions  fhall  be  commenced  in  the  court  of 
tliat  colony  in  which  the  captures  fhall  be  made,  but  If  no  fuch 
court  be  at  that  time  eredled  in  the  faid  colony,  or  if  the  capture 
he  made  on  open  fea,  then  the  profecution  fhall  be  in  the  court  of 
fuch  colony  as  the  captor  may  find  moft  convenient,  provided  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  refdlution  rnall  be  conftrued  fo  as  to  en- 
able the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any  colony  competent  to 
determine  concerning  the  feizure,  after  he  fliall  have  carried  the 
velTel  fo  feized  within  any  harbour  of  the  fame. 

6th.  That  in  all  cafes  an  appeal  fliall  be  allowed  to  the  Con- 
grefs, or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  fliall  appoint  for  the  trial  of 
appeals,  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded  within  five  days  after  de- 
fiwirive  fentcnce,  and  fuch  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  v/ithin  forty  days  afterwards,  and  provided  the  party  ap- 
pealing fliall  give  fvcurity  to  profecute  the  faid  appeal  to  efTeft,  and 
in  cafe  of  tlie  dirath  of  the  fecretary  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 
then  the  faid  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congrefs  within  twenty  days  af- 
ter the  meeting  thereof. 

7th.  That  when  any  vefTd  or  vefTels  fliall  be  fitted  out  at  the 
expenfe  of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  then  the  captures  made 
fhall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  owj&er  or  owners  of  the  faid  veffel  or  vef- 
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fels ;  that  where  the  veffels  employed  in  the  capture  fliall  be  fitted 
out  at  the  cxpenfe  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  one-third  of 
the  prize  taken  (hall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining 
two-thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  colony,  and  where  the  veffels  fo 
employed  {hall  be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge,  then  one- 
third  fliall  go  to  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the 
ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the  cap- 
ture be  a  vefTel  of  war,  then  the  captors  fhall  be  entitled  to  one- 
half  of  the  value,  and  the  remainder  fliall  go  to  the  colony  or  con- 
tinent as  the  cafe  may  be,  the  neceffary  charges  of  condemnation 
of  all  prizes,  being  dedufted  before  diftribution  made. 

8  th.  That  the  captures  heretofore  made  by  veffels  fitted  out  at 
the  continental  charge  were  juftifiable,  and  that  the  diftribution  of 
the  captor's  fliare  of  the  prizes  by  general  Waftiington,  be  confirm- 
ed, which  is  as  follows : 


A  captain  or  commander, 

6  ftiares. 

Firft  lieutenant, 

5  do. 

Second  lieutenant, 

4  do. 

Surgeon, 

4  do. 

Mafter, 

3  do. 

Steward, 

2  do. 

Mate, 

1  and  a  half  fliare. 

Gunner, 

1  and  a  half  do. 

Boatfwain, 

1  and  a  half  do. 

Gunner's  mate, 

1  and  a  half  do. 

Serjeant, 

1  and  a  half  do. 

Privates, 

1  fliare. 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  general  Wafliington's  letter  of  the 
1 1th  inftant,  refpefting  the  capture  of  a  vefTel  by  the  inhabitants 
of  New-HampHiire,  be  referred  to  the  committee,  who  brought  in 
the  foregoing  report. 

The  Congrefs  next  took  into  confideration  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  fleet  of  the  United  Colonies,  but  not  having  time  to  finifh 
them, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  them  be  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

i«H»©«a^ 

MosDAr,  November  27,  \77 5. 

A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  a  prifoner 
in  Connefticut,  has  made  his  efcape, 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Connetticut  be  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  tcuth  of  that  report. 

Resolved,  That  orders  ilTue  to  lord  Sterling  to  collect  the  troops 
which  were  raifed  in  Ncw-Jerfey  (except  the  fix  companies  which 
have  been  ordered  to  the  fortrcfTes  on  Hudfon's  river)  and  to  place 
them  in  barracks  in  the  eaftcrn  divifion  of  New-Terfey,  as  contigu- 
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ous  to  New-York  as  can  be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders  from 

Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  requefting  them  to  ufe  their  utm.oft  endeavours  to  furnifh 
the  troops  railed  in  New-Jerfey  for  the  defence  of  New- York,  with 
as  many  arms  as  they  can  fpare. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  and 
quarter-'mafler  for  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  weftern  divifion  of 
New-Jerfey,  when 

Mr.  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  eledled  adjutant,  and  Mr.  Buddel 
Shinn,  qv.arter-mafter. 

Resolved^  That  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent  be  fup- 
plied  with  fuel  and  bedding  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent. 
•  Resolved,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  pay  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  faid  colony,  th:: 
committee  to  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  19thinftant,  enclofing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Arnold,  of  the  27thOdlober,  being 
received,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connedlicut 
and  Pennfylvania,  and  after  debate, 

Resohed,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftruttion  to  the  committee  to  hear  evidence  on  the  pofieflion  and 
jurifdiction  of  the  hinds  in  difpute,  and  reduce  to  writing  fuch  parts 
of  the  evidence  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

As  three  of  the  committee  are  abfent,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Kinfey, 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  elefted  in  theii-  Head. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  November  IS,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  fame  being  debated 
by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Rides  for  the  regidation  of  the  navj  of  the  United  Colonies: 

The  commanders  of  all  fhips  and  veffels  belonging  to  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  are  ftridly  required  to  fliew  in  themfelves  a 
p;ood  example  of  honour  and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men,  and  to 
be  very  vigilant  in  infpefting  the  behaviour  of  ;ill  fuch  as  are  under 
tlicm,  and  to  difcountenance  and  fupprefs  all  diffolute,  immoral, 
and  diforderly  practices,  and  alio  fuch  as  are  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  difcipline  and  obedience,  and  to  corredl  thofe  who  are  guilty  of 
the  fame,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  fea. 

The  commanders  of  the  fliips  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
are  to  take  care  that  divine  fervice  be  performed  twice  a  day   on 
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board,  and  a  fermon  preached  on  Sundays,  unlefs  bad  -weather  or 
other  extraordinary  accidents  prevent. 

If  any  fhall  be  heard  to  fwear,  curie  or  blafpheme  the  name  of 
God,  the  commander  is  ftrititly  enjoined  to  punijli  them  for  every 
offence,  by  caufing  them  to  wear  a  wooden  collar,  or  fome  other 
Ihameful  badge  of  diflindlion,  for  fo  long  time  as  he  fliall  judge  pro- 
per. If  he  be  a  commiffioned  officer,  he  fliall  forfeit  one  ihilling 
for  each  offence,  and  a  warrant  or  inferior  officer  fix-pence.  He 
Avho  is  guilty  of  drunkennefs,  if  a  feaman,  fliall  be  put  in  irons  un- 
til he  is  fober,  but  if  an  officer,  he  fliall  forfeit  two  days  pay. 

No  commander  fliall  inflidl  any  punifhment  upon  a  feaman  be- 
yond twelve  laflies  upon  his  bare  back,  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails  ;  if 
the  fault  fhall  deferve  a  greater  punifliment,  he  is  to  apply  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  in  order  to  the  trying  of  him  by  a 
court-martial,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  may  put  him  under  confine- 
ment. 

The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  authority  to  difcharge  a  com- 
miffion  or  warrant  officer,  nor  to  punifli  or  flrike  him,  but  he  may 
fufpend  or  confine  them,  and  when  he  comes  in  the  way  of  a  com- 
mander in  chief,  apply  to  him  for  holding  a  court-martial. 

The  officer  who  commands  by  accident  of  the  captain  or  com- 
mander's abfence  (unlefs  he  be  abfent  for  a  time  by  leave)  fhall  not 
order  any  correction,  but  confinement,  and  upon  the  captains  re- 
turn on  board,  he  fhall  then  give  an  account  of  his  reafons  for  fo 
doing. 

The  captain  is  to  caufe  the  articles  of  v/ar  to  be  hung  up  in  fome 
public  place  of  the  fliip,  and  read  to  the  fhip's  company  once  a 
month. 

Whenever  a  captain  fhall  inllfl  a  feaman,  he  fliall  take  care  to 
enter  on  his  books  the  time  and  terms  of  his  entering,  in  order  to 
his  being  juflly  paid. 

The  captain  fliall,  before  he  fails,  make  return  to,  and  leave 
with  the  Congrefs,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  Congrefs  Ihall 
appoint  for  that  purpofe,  a  compleat  lift  of  all  his  officers  and  men, 
with  the  time  and  terms  of  their  entering  ;  and  during  his  cruize, 
fliall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  defertion  or  death  of  any  of  them, 
and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and  after  his  cruize,  and  before  anv 
of  them  are  paid  off,  he  fliall  make  return  of  a  compleat  lift  of  the 
fame,  including  thole  who  fliall  remain  on  board  his  lliip. 

The  men  fliall,  at  their  requeft,  be  furniflied  with  flops,  that  are 
necefl"ary,  by  the  captain  or  purfer,  who  fhall  keep  an  account  of 
the  fame,  and  the  captain  in  his  return  in  the  laft  mentioned  ai ti- 
de direfted  to  be  made,  fliall  mention  the  amount  delivered  to 
each  man,  in  order  to  its  being  ftopped  out  of  his  pay. 

As  to  the  term  "  inferior  oflicer,"  the  captain  is  to  take  nocice, 
that  the  fame  does  not  include  any  commiffion  nor  any  warrant  of- 
ficer, except  the  fecond  mafter,  furgeon's  mate,  cook,  armourer, 
glinfmith,  mafter  at  arms,  and  fail-maker. 

The  captain  is  to  take  care  when  any  inferior  officers  or  volun- 
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teer  feamen  are  turned  over  into  the  fhip  under  his  command  from 
any  other  fhip,  not  to  rate  them  on  the  Ihip's  books  in  a  worfe  qua- 
lity or  lower  degree,  or  ftation,  than  they  ferved  in  the  fhip  they 
■were  removed  from  ;  and  for  his  guidance,  he  is  to  demand  from  the 
commander  of  the  fhip  from  which  they  are  turned  over,  a  lift  un- 
der his  hand  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  others,  entitled  to  wages  or  prize  mo- 
ney, may  have  the  fame  paid  to  his  affignee,  provided  the  affign- 
ment  be  attefted  by  the  captain  or  commander,  the  mafter  or  purfer 
of  the  fhip,  or  a  chief  magiflrate  of  fome  county  or  corporation. 

The  captain  is  to  difcourage  the  feamen  of  his  fliip  from  felling 
any  part  of  their  wages  or  fhares,  and  never  to  atteft  the  letter  of 
attorney  of  any  feaman,  until  he  is  fully  fatisfied  that  the  fame  is 
not  granted  in  confideration  of  money  given  for  the  purchafe  of  his 
wages  or  fhares. 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  feaman  dies,  the  captain  is  forth- 
with to  make  out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  fcrvice,  and  to  fend 
the  fame  by  the  firfl  fafe  conveyance  to  the  Congrefs,  or  agents  by 
them  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  in  ni-der  to  the  wages  being  forth- 
with paid  to  the  executors  or  adminiftrators  of  the  deceafed. 

A  convenient  place  fliall  be  fct  apart  for  lick  or  hurt  men,  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed  with  their  hammocks  and  bedding, 
when  the  furgeon  (hall  advife  the  fame  to  be  neceffary,  and  fome  of 
the  crew  fhall  be  appointed  to  attend  and  ferve  them,  and  to  keep 
the  place  clean. 

The  cooper  fhall  make  buckets  with  covers,  and  cradles,  if  necef- 
fary,  for  their  ufe. 

All  fhips,  furnilhed  with  fifhing  tackle,  being  in  fuchplaces  where 
fifh  is  to  be  had,  the  captain  is  to  employ  fome  of  the  company  in 
fifhing  ;  the  fifh  to  be  diftributed  daily  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  fick, 
or  upon  recover\',  provided  the  furgeon  recommend  it,  and  the  fur- 
plus  by  turns  amongfl  the  melTes  of  the  officers  and  feamen  gratis, 
■without  any  deduction  of  their  allowance  ofprovifions  on  that  ac- 
count. 

It  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  commanders  of  fquadrons,  to  fhorten 
the  allowance  ofprovifions  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  fervice, 
taking  care  that  the  men  be  pundlually  paid  for  the  fame. 

The  like  power  is  given  to  captains  of  fingle  fiiips,  in  cafes  of 
abfolute  neceifity. 

If  there  fhould  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  captain  is  to  order  three 
pounds  of  beef  to  be  iJTued  to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  two  pounds  of 
pork. 

One  day  in  every  Aveek  fhall  be  iffued  out  a  proportion  of  flour 
and  fuet,  in  lieu  of  beef,  for  the  feamen,  but  this  is  not  to  extend 
beyond  four  months  viftualling  at  one  time,  nor  fhall  the  purler 
receive  any  allowance  for  (lour  or  fuet  kept  longer  on  board  than 
that  time,  and  there  fhall  be  fupplied  once  a  year,  a  proportion  of 
canvafs  for  pudding-bags,  after  the  rate  of  one  ell  for  every  fixteen 
men. 
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If  any  fhips  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  fhall  happen  to 
come  into  port  in  want  of  provifions,  the  warrant  of  a  comm<inder 
in  chief  fhall  be  fufficient  to  the  agent  or  other  inflrument  of  the 
viftualling,  to  fupply  the  quantity  wanted,  and  in  urgent  cafes 
■where  delay  may  be  hurtful,  the  warrant  of  the  captain  of  the  Ihip 
fhall  be  of  equal  efFe^St. 

The  captain  is  frequently  to  order  the  proper  officers  to  infpe£b 
the  condition  of  the  provifions,  and  if  the  bread  proves  damp,  to 
have  it  aired  upon  the  quarter  deck  or  poop,  and  alfo  examine  the 
flefh  cajk,  and  if  any  of  the  pickle  be  leaked  out,  to  have  new  made 
and  put  in,  and  the  cafk  made  tight  and  fecure. 

The  captain  or  purfer  fliall  fecure  the  cloaths,  bedding,  and 
other  things  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliali  die  or  be  killed,  to  be  deli- 
vered to  their  executors  or  adminiftrators. 

All  papers,  charter  parties,  bills  of  lading,  paffports,  and  other 
writings  whatfoever,  found  on  board  any  fhip  or  Ihips,  which  Ihall 
be  taken,  fliall  be  carefully  preferved,  and  the  originals  fent  to 
the  court  of  juftice  for  maritime  affairs,  appointed  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  legillatures  in  the  refpe(Stive  colonies,  for  judging 
concerning  fuch  prize  or  prizes  ;  and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons 
fhall  wilfully  or  negligently  deflroy  or  fuffer  to  be  deflroyed,  any 
fuch  paper  or  papers,  he  or  they  fo  offending,  fliall  forfeit  their 
fliare  of  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  and  fuffer  fuch  other  punifliment,  as 
they  fliall  be  judged  by  a  court-martial  to  deferve. 

If  any  perfon  or  perfons  fliall  embezzle,  or  Ileal,  or  take  away 
any  cables,  anchors,  fails,  or  any  of  the  Ihip's  furniture,  or  any  of 
the  powder,  arms,  ammunition,  or  provifions  of  any  fhip  belonging 
to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  he  or  they  fliall  fuffer  fuch  pu- 
nifliment as  a  court-martial  fliall  order. 

When  in  fight  of  a  fliip  or  fliips  of  the  enemy,  and  at  fuch 
other  times  as  may  appear  to  make  it  neceffary  to  prepare  for  an 
engagement,  the  captain  fliall  order  all  things  in  his  fliip  in  a  pro- 
per poflure  for  fight,  and  (hall  in  his  own  perfon,  and  according  to 
his  duty,  heart  on  and  encourage  the  inferior  officers  and  men  to 
fight  courageoufly,  and  not  to  behave  themfelvcs  faintly  or  cry 
for  quarters,  on  pain  of  fuch  punifliment  as  the  offence  fliall  ap- 
pear to  deferve  for  his  negleft. 

Any  captain  or  other  officer,  mariner,  or  others,  who  fliall  bafc- 
ly  defert  their  duty  or  ftation  in  the  fhip,  and  run  away  while  the 
enemy  is  in  fight,  or,  in  time  of  action,  fliall  entice  others  to  do 
fo,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifliment  as  a  court-martial 
fliall  inriicl. 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  marine,  who  fliall  begin,  excite,  cnufc, 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  fliip  to  which  he  belongs, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pu- 
nifliment as  a  court-nartial  fliall  direct.  Any  perfon  in  or  be- 
longing to  the  (hip,  who  fliall  utter  any  words  of  fedition  and  mu- 
tiny, or  endeavour  to  make  any  mutinous  alTcmblies  on  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever,  ihall  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as  a  court-martial 
fhall  inflia. 
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None  fhall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  or  ftrike  his  fuperior  officer, 
on  pain  of  fuch  punifliment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  order  to  be 
in  fl  idled. 

If  any  perfon  fliall  apprehend  he  has  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  he 
fhall  quietly  and  decently  make  the  fame  known  to  his  fuperior 
officer,  or  to  the  captain,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  who  (hall  take 
care  that  juftice  be  done  him. 

There  fhall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  between  fhip-mates  on 
board  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  nor  fhall 
there  be  ufed  any  reproachful  or  provoking  fpeeches,  tending  to 
make  quarrels  and  difiurbance,  on  pain  of  imprifonment,  and  fuch 
other  punifliment,  as  a  court-martial  fhall  judge  proper  to  inflift. 

If  any  perfon  fliall  fleep  upon  his  watch,  or  negligently  perform 
the  duty  which  fhall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or  forfake  his  ftation, 
he  fhall  fufFer  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  judge  pro- 
per to  inflift,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

All  murder  fliall  be  puniflied  with  death. 

All  robbery  and  theft  fhall  be  puniflied  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
court-martial. 

Any  mailer  at  arms  who  fhall  refufe  to  receive  fuch  prifoner  or 
prifoners,  as  fhall  be  committed  to  his  charge,  or  having  received 
them,  fliall  fufTer  him  or  them  to  efcape,  or  difmifs  them  without 
orders  for  fo  doing,  fhall  fuiFer  in  his  or  their  ftead,  as  a  court- 
martial  fhall  order  and  direft. 

The  captains,  officers,  and  others,  fliall  ufe  their  utmofl  endea- 
vours to  deteft,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  punifhment,  all  offenders, 
and  fhall  at  all  times  readily  affift  the  officers  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded 
againft,  and  punifhed  by  a  court-martial  at  difcretion. 

All  other  faults,  diforders,  and  mifdemeanors,  which  fhall  be 
committed  on  board  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United 
Celonies,  and  which  are  not  herein  mentioned,  fhall  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  in  fuch  cafes  at  fea. 

A  court-martial  fliall  confifl  of  at  leafl  three  captains  and  three 
firfl-lieutenants,  with  three  captains  and  three  firft-lieutenants  of 
marines,  if  there  fliall  be  fo  many  of  the  marines  thenprefent,  and 
the  eldelt  captain  fliall  prefide. 

All  fea  officers  of  the  fame  denomination  fhall  take  rank  of  the 
officers  of  marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial  fhall  take  the  following  oath, 
viz. 

You  fwear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 

and  impartially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  now  to  be 
tried,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies. 
So  help  you  God  :  which  oath  Ihall  be  adminiftered  by  the  prefi- 
dent  to  the  other  members,  and  the  prefident  fhall  himfelf  be  fworn 
by  the  officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witnefTes,  before  they  may  be  admitted  to  give  evidence, 
fliall  take  the  foilowinpc  oath  : 
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"  You  fwear  the  evidence  you  fliall  give,  in  the  caufe  now  in 
hearing,  fhall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth."     So  help  you  God. 

The  fentence  of  a  court-martial  for  any  capital  offence,  fhall 
not  be  put  in  execution,  until  it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fleet  ;  and  it  Ihall  be  the  duty  of  the  prefident  of 
every  court-martial,  to  tranfmit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fleet,  every  fentence  which  Ihall  be  given,  with  a  fummary  of  the 
evidence  and  proceedings  thereon,  by  the  flrfl  opportunity. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
have  power  to  pardon  and  remit  any  fentence  of  death,  that  fliall 
be  given  in  confequence  of  any  of  the  aforementioned  articles. 

There  fhall  be  allowed  to  each  man  ferving  on  board  the  fhips 
in  the  fervice  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  a  daily  proportion 
of  provifions,  according  as  is  expreffed  in  the  following  table,  viz. 

Sunday,  I  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips. 

Monday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  and  four  ounces 
cheefe. 

Tuefday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and 
pudding. 

Wednefday,  1  lb.  bread,  two  ounces  butter,  four  ounces  cheefe, 
and  half  pint  of  rice. 

Thurfday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  and  half  pint  of  peafe. 

Friday,  1  lb.  bread,  lib.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pud- 
ding. 

Saturday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  and  four  ounces 
cheefe. 

Half  a  pint  of  rum  per  man  every  day,  and  difcretionary  allow- 
ance on  extra  duty,  and  in  time  of  engagement. 
A  pint  and  half  of  vinegar  for  fix  men  per  week. 

The  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  fliall  be  as  follows  *  : 
Captain  or  commander,      32  dollars," 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Lieutenants, 

20 

Mailer, 

20 

Mates, 

15 

Boatfwain, 

15 

Boatfwain'?  firfl  mate, 

8 

Ditto,  fecond  ditto. 

Gunner, 

15 

Ditto  mate, 

lOf 

Surgeon, 

24 

Surgeon's  mate. 

^H 

Carpenter, 

15 

Carpenter's  mate. 

10| 

Cooper, 

15 

Captain's  clerk, 

15 

Steward, 

134 

>  per  calendar  month. 


See  \3tb  and  I9ti>  of  December^    1775. 
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Chaplain, 

20 

do. 

Able  feamen. 

6| 

do. 

Captain  of  marines, 

26f 

do. 

Lieutenants, 

18 

do. 

Serjeants, 

8 

do. 

Corporals, 

n 

do. 

Fiter, 

n 

do. 

Drummer, 

H 

do. 

Privates  or  marines, 

6| 

do. 

>.  per  calendar  month. 


ORDERS    OF    CONGRESS. 

We,  "whofe  hands  and  marks  are  hereunto  fet  and  fubfcribed, 
being  officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  do,  and  each  of  us  doth  agree 
to  and  with  of  the  good  fliip,  called  the 

belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North-America, 
in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  fay. 

In  the  firft  place,  we  do  hereby  agree  for,  by  and  under  the 
confiderations  aftermentioned,  to  and  with  the  faid  commander, 
forthwith  to  enter  and  fhip  ourfelves,  and  in  due  and  feafonable 
time,  to  repair  on  board  the  faid  fhip,  called  the  and 

during  the  term  of  months,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 

and  ability  refpeftively,  to  difcharge  our  feveral  fervices  or  ftations, 
and  in  every  thing  to  be  conformable  and  obedient  to  the  feveral 
requirings  and  lawful  commands  of  the  faid  and  his 

fuccefTors  in  command. 

Secondly,  We  do  alfo  oblige  and  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  ferve  on 
board  the  faid  fhip  during  the  faid  cruize,  and  as  fhe  is  a  fhip  of 
war,  we  do  feverally  oblige  ourfelves  by  thefe  articles,  to  comply 
with,  and  be  fubjeft  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  the  American 
fleet,  as  eflablifhed  by  the  Congrefs,  and  to  be  governed  and  com- 
manded in  time  of  aclion  with  an  enemy,  according  to  the  fame 
rules,  and  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  fame  punifliments  and  penalties 
as  are  there  inflifted,  In  cafe  we  or  any  of  us  offer  to  defert  our 
quarters,  or  not  obey  the  commands  of  the  faid 
or  his  fuccefTors  in  command,  in  giving  chafe  to  any  fliip  or  fhips, 
vefTel  or  vefTcls,  or  otherwife,  and  if  upon  a  fcrutiny  of  our  faid 
or  his  faid  officers,  we  or  any  of  us  fhouldbe 
found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement, 
or  any  ad\  of  cowardice,  we  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree 
to  allow  and  forfeit  our  feveral  and  refpeftive  fhares  of  and  In  any 
prize  or  prizes,  we  fhall  then  have  taken,  to  be  divided  amongft 
the  faid  fhip's  company. 

Thirdly,  "We  do  alfo  feverally  agree  and  oblige  ourfelves,  that 
when  any  prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  exprefs 
direclions  of  the  faid  or  his  fuccefTors,  In  boarding 

the  faid  prize,  and  be  under  the  command  of  any  ofHcer  whom  the 
faid  fliall  appoint,  and  be  affifling  to  him  to  carry 

the  faid  prize  to  whatever  port  or  ports  fuch  prize  or  prizes  fhall  be 
afTigued  by  the  faid  And  we  do  hereby  further  fe- 
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verally  agree  and  covenant  In  that  cafe,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in 
difchargc  of  our  duty  andtruft,  and  will  not,  in  any  ftiape,  embezzle, 
defraud,  or  plunder  any  thing  on  board  fuch  prize  or  prizes  ;  and 
in  cafe  any  or  either  of  us  fliall  be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  con- 
trary 4:0  the  true  meaning  of  this  agreement,  we,  and  fuch  of  us 
being  guilty  thereof,  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to  allow 
fo  much  of  all  and  every  of  our  fliares,  and  part  of  our  fhares  of 
and  in  the  faid  prize  or  prizes  then  or  thence  after  to  be  taken, 
and  of  all  our  refpe<Stive  wages,  that  then  fliall  be  due  and  coming 
to  us,  in  rcfpeil  to  our  fervices,  as  Ihall  make  good  fuch  plunder 
and  embezzlement,  we  fliall  have  been  found  guilty  of. 

Foiiribly,  And  it  is  alfo  further  agreed  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  all  pr^rties  hereto,  that  the  officer  or  officers,  or  any  of 
the  fliip's  company  .fent  on  board  any  prize,  Ihall  have  as  good  a 
(hare  and  interefl  of  any  prize  that  fliall  be  thereafter  taken,  dur- 
ing his  or  their  abfence,  as  if  he  or  they  had  been  on  board  the 
faid  veffel,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithflanding.  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  agreed  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  faid  laft  mentioned 
claufo,  that  if  the  faid  officer  or  officers,  and  fuch  of  the  faid  fliip's 
company,  to  whom  the  conduft  and  management  of  any  prize  has 
been  entruflied,  do  not  (Srfl;  having  accepted,  the  com.mands  of  the 
faid  commander  concerning  the  faid  prize  under  his  or  their  cufto- 
dy)  immediately  repair  to  the  refped\ive  jiort  or  harbour  where  the 
fu,id  or  his  fuccefTcrs  in  command  fhall  order,  or  do  not 

proceed  with  the  faid  prize  or  prizes  fo  taken,  to  the  refpedtive 
port  or  ports  to  be  affigned  by  the  faid  for  the  time 

being,  that  then,  and  in  failure  of  any  or  either  of  the  agreements 
aforefaid,  contained  on  our  parts,  we  and  each  and  every  of  us  fo 
offending,  do  hereby  feveraliy  fubmit  and  agree  to  be  cafliiered,  not 
only  for  our  feveral  and  refpeclive  interefts  and  fliares  of  and  in  the 
captures  of  prize-money,  but  totally  to  be  excluded  and  diverted 
from  the  payment  of  any  wages  then  due  us,  for  and  in  refpeft  of 
our  feveral  fervices  on  board  the  faid  fliip  and  the 

intercft  and  fliares  of  fuch  delinquents,  that  otiierv/ife  would  have 
accrued  to  us. 

Fifthly.,  And  the  faid  for  and  in  behalf  of  himfclf 

and  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North- America,  doth  hereby 
covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  officers,  feamen,  and  ma- 
rines, whofe  names  or  marks  are  hereto  fet  and  fubfcribed,  to  pay 
them  in  confideration  of  fuch  fervices,  fo  much  money  per  month, 
as  in  a  fchedule  here-uiider  mentioned,  is  fet  oppofite  to  the  names 
or  marks  of  each  refpeclive  officer,  feaman,  or  landman  ;  and  like- 
wife  to  advance  to  each  and  every  of  them,  one  month's  pay  at  en- 
trance, (due  fccurity  for  the  fame  being  firfl  given)  the  receipt 
whi-reof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge. 

Sixthly,  And  as  an  encouragement  to  exert  the  valour  of  the  fea- 
men and  marines  in  dciv.nding  the  faid  fliip,  and  in  fui)duing  and 
difl;reffing  the  faid  enemy,  the  faid  for  and  on  be- 
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half  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North-America,  doth  fur- 
ther covenant,  promife,  and  agree  to  and  with  all  and  every  the  of- 
ficers, feamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  any  prize 
or  prizes  fliall  be  taken  by  the  faid  fliip,  during  the  intended  cruize, 
that  the  fame  fliall  be  proceeded  againrt,  and  diftributed  according 
to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

Seventhly^  And  it  is  by  thefe  prefents  mutually  agreed  and  con- 
fented  to,  by,  and  between  the  faid  and  every  the 

ofRcers,  feamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  the  com- 
mander, for  the  time  being  lofe  a  limb,  in  an  engagement,  or  be  other- 
wife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of  getting- 
a  livelihood  to  fubfift  upon,  he  fliall  receive  out  of  the  nett  profits 
of  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  or  prize  goods,  iffo  much  arife,  before  di- 
vidend or  diftribution  be  declared,  the  fum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ; 
or  if  he  lofe  his  life,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any)  fhall  receive 
the  faid  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  all  prize- 
money  to  him  belonging  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  And  if  the 
captain  of  marines,  or  any  other  commiffion  or  warrant  officer  lofe 
a  limb,  or  be  otherwlfe  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  af- 
terwards of  getting  a  fubliftence,  he  or  they  fo  difabled,  fhall  re- 
ceive a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  if  fo  much  arife  from  the 
nett  profits  as'  aforefaid  ;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  the  widow  or  chil- 
dren (if  any)  is,  are,  and  fliall  be  entitled  to  the  fame,  together 
with  their  Ihare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of  their  deceafe. 
And  if  an  inferior  officer,  feaman  or  marine,  lofe  a  limb,  or  be 
otherwife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of 
getting  a  fubfiftence,  he  or  they  fliall  receive  a  bounty  of  200  dol- 
lars, to  be  deducted  as  aforefaid  ;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  his  widow 
or  children,  (if  any)  is,  are,  and  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  fame,  to- 
gether with  his  fliare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe. 
He  who  iirfl;  difcovers  a  fliip  or  veffel  which  fliall  afterwards  be- 
come a  prize,  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  double  fliare  of  fuch  prize. 

There  fhall  be  ten  fliarcs  of  every  prize,  which  fliall  be  taken 
and  condemned,  let  apart  to  be  given  to  fuch  inferior  officers,  fea- 
men and  mari3ies,  as  Ihall  be  adjudged  beft  to  deferve  them  by  the 
fuperior  officers,  who  (hall  be  appointed  to  make  fuch  determination. 
He  who  fhidl  firft  board  a  fliip  or  other  veffel,  making  reliftance, 
which  ffiall  become  a  prize,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  triple  fliare. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  parties  to  the  aforementioned  articles  and  or- 
ders, that  any  of  the  officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  Jhall  be  liable  to 
be  removed  by  the  Congrefs  or  committee  of  the  Congrefs,  during 
the  recefs  thereof,  or  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
fleet,  for  the  time  being,  from  the  aforefaid  veftcl  to  any  other 
armed  veffel  in  the  fervicc  of  the  United  Colonies,  any  thing  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  orders  and  articles  notwithftanding. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  North-Carolina,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  battalions,  wliich  the  Congrefs  diretSted 
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to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  be  encreafed  to  the 
continental  eftablilhment,  and  kept  in  pay  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies  for  one  year  from  this  time,  or  until  the  farther  or- 
der of  Congrefs,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  good 
people  of  that  colony  againfl;  the  attacks  of  minifterial  oppreffion 
as  allifting  the  adjacent  colonies. 

That  application  be  made  to  the  councils  of  f^ifety  of  the  colo- 
nies of  Pennfylvania  and  South-Carolina,  for  fo  much  gun-powder 
as  can  be  fpared  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  North-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  North-Carolina, 
be  direfted  to  purchafe  a  number  of  drums,  fifes  and  colours,  fuita- 
ble  for  the  laid  battalions,  and  that  the  prefident  be  diredled  to 
draw  on  the  continental  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  thereof. 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina, 
be  deiired  to  employ,  immediately,  all  thegun-fmiths  in  that  colony, 
in  the  making  of  mufquets  and  bayonets  of  the  lize,  and  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  Congrefs  the  4th  of  this  inft.  November. 

That  two  minifters  of  the  gofpel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately 
amongft  the  regulators  and  highlanders  in  the  colony  of  North-Ca- 
rolina, for  the  purpofe  of  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
fent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies:  that  the  gen- 
tlemen to  be  em.ployed,  be  allowed  40  dollars  a  month  for  their  fer- 
vices ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  fald  colony  be  empowered  to 
apply  to  and  procure  perfons  proper  for  this  bufinefs. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  North-Carolina,  in  cafe  the  method  of  defending  the  faid 
colony  by  minute-men  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  to  fubflitute 
fuch  other  mode  as  to  them  fliall  appear  moft  likely  to  efFeft  the  fe- 
curity  of  that  colony. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of  the  tea- 
holders,  and  the  fame  being  debated, 

On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  it, 

Carried  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

•^m&mam^ 

Weduksdat,  November  29,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  by  exprefs,  being  received,  was 
read,  containing  an  account  of  the  continental  troops  under  briga- 
dier general  Montgomery,  having  taken  poirefflon  of  Montreal  on 
the  12th  inftant. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Down- 
ham  Newton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Downham  Newton  be  permitted  to  ex- 
port on  board  his  veffel,  on  the  terms  propofed  in  his  petition,  fuch 
provifions  of  pork  and  flour  as  he  fliall  think  proper. 


254  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidcratlon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ftate  of  the  trc'afury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolution : 

Resolved,  That  bills  of  credit  be  emitted  by  Congrefs  to  the 
amount  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

That  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  be  directed  to 
confult  the  printer,  and  report  the  numbers  and  denominations  of 
the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  that  they  contract  for  proper  paper  for 
printing  the  faid  bills. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  agents, 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made,  figned  and  forwarded. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  correfponding  with  our  friends  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  they  lay  their  correfpondence 
before  Congrefs  when  direiEled. 

Resolvid,  That  Congrefs  will  make  proviGon  to  defray  all  fuch 
expenfes  as  mav  arife  by  carrying  on  fuch  a  correfpondence,  and 
for  the  payment  of  fuch  agents  as  they  may  fend  on  this  fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Karrifon,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Johnfon, 
Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  on  the  proclamations,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  November  oO,  177 p. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  journal  of 
lafl  feflion,  be  dlrefted  to  revife  the  journal  of  the  prefent,  in  or- 
der to  its  being  printed;  and  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid 
committee,  to  examine  whether  it  will  yet  be  proper  to  publifli  any 
of  thofe  parts  omitted  in  the  journal  of  laft  feflion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wythe  be  added  to  the  faid  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  who  is  abfent. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoijitcd  to  prepare 
letters  of  thanks  to  the  three  general  officers  in  the  northern  de- 
partment for  their  fervices. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and  Mr. 

Jay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  general  Wafh- 
ington's  letter,  and  thereupo.i  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  diredled  to  fufpend  the  raifing  the 
two  battalions  of  marines  out  of  his  prefent  army. 

That  the  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raifed  independant  of  the 
army  already  ordered  for  the  fervice  in  Mafl"achufetts-15ay. 

That  no  bounty  be  allowed  to  the  army  on  re-enliftment. 

Sundry  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  W.  Livingfton,  Efq;  and 
the  committee  fent  to  the  northward  being  received,  were  read.' 
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Resohed^  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  general's  letter 
and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-^»<®.«*— 

FniDAr,  Decevibi^r  I,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  lefumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  500,000  dollars  lately  ordered,  be  forwarded, 
with  all  poJTible  expedition,  to  general  Walhington,  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  pay  fuch  foldicrs  as  will  re-enlift,  for  the  fucceeding  year, 
their  v/ages  for  the  months  of  Oilober,  November  and  December, 
and  alfo  advance  them  one  month's  pay. 

That  the  governments  of  New-England  be  informed  of  the  refo- 
lution  of  Congrefs  relative  to  the  pay  ordered  to  be  made  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  army,  and  be  defircd'to  promote  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  in  the  prefcnt  army,  as  well  as  in  their  feveral  colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick-Town,  in  Maryland, 
was  received  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  their  having  ap- 
prehended major  Connelly  and  his  affociates,  and  defiring  the  ad- 
vice of  Congrefs  with  regard  to  the  prifoners, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  refer- 
red to  the  delegates  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  general's  letter, 
and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftpo.ied  till  to-inor- 
row. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

— »<^  Ml       

SaTurdat,  December  2,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  with 
fandry  papers  enclofed,  was  received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  flate 
of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Paca  be  added  to  that  committee  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  is  abfent. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  direiled  to  confer  with 
captain  Stone,  and  engage  him  and  his  veflel,  on  the  moil  rcafonable 
terms,  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  taking  or 
d^ftroying  the  cutters  and  armed  velTels  in  Chefapeak-Bay,  under 
lord  Dunmore. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Harrifon  do  immediately  proceed  to  Ma- 
ryland, and  be  empowered  with  the  delegates  of  that  colony,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  appear  to  them 
mod  eireirVual  to  procure,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  two  or  three 
armed  vefTels  to  cruize  on,  take  or  deftroy  armed  veffels,  cutters, 
and  fliips  of  war  of  the  enemy,  that  may  be  found  in  the  bay  of 
Chefapeak,  or  coafts  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Whereas,  defigns  are  formed  by  certain  minillerial  partizans  in 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princefs-Ann,  and  fome  other  parts 
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of  Virginia,  on  Chefapeak-Bay,  under  the  influence  of  lord  Dun- 
more,  to  contravene  the  non-exportation  agreement,  by  exporting 
provifions  and  other  produce  of  that  country  to  the  Weft-India 
iilands,  and  thereby  injure  the  interefl  and  weaken  the  eiForts  of 
the  United  Colonies,  in  oppollng  the  prefent  oppreflive  fyftem  of 
the  Britilh  miniftry. 

Resolved^  That  the  faid  anued  veffels  be  authorized  and  direc- 
ted to  feize  and  detain,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congrefs,  all 
fuch  fliips  and  veffels  as  they  may  find  employed  in  fuch  exporta- 
tion? from  the  places  aforefaid. 

Resolved^  That  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  employ  the 
armed  floop,  commanded  by  captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  now  on  a  voyage  to  this  port,  and  difpatch  her  forthwith 
to  aid  the  marine  bufinefs  to  the  fouthward. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direded  to  prepF.re  a  proper  com- 
miflion  for  the  captains  or  commanders  of  the  fliips  of  war  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved.^  That  the  colonel, -or  commanding  officer  of  the  batta- 
lion, now  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  to  keep  a 
regular  guard  over  the  fliips  and  ftores  belonging  to  the  United 
Colonies,  at  or  on  the  wharves,  or  in  the  ftores  on  the  wharves  of 
Meffrs.  Willing  and  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert. 

The  affembly  of  New-Jerfey  having,  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfe,  accepted  the  refignation  of  two  of  their  delegates,  and  con- 
firmed the  other  three,  and,  by  another  refolution,  enlarged  their 
power,  the  faid  refolutions  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  as 
follows  : 

"  Neiu-'Jerseyy  House  of  Assembly,    Notiember  22,    1775. 
The  houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the  requeft  of  James  Kin- 
fey  and  John  D.  Hart,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  delegates  appointed  by 
this  houfe  to  attend  the  Continental  Congrefs,  for  leave  to  refign 
their  faid  appointment, 

Resolved,  That  the  reafons  given  by  tliofe  gentlemen  for  their 
refignation,  appear  to  this  houfe  to  be  fatisfaftory,  and  that  their 
refignation  therefore  be  accepted  ;   thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  three   remaining  delegates,  or  any  two   of 

them,  reprefent  the  colony  during  the  prefent  continental  Congrefs. 

Thursday,  November  30,    1775. 

The  houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the  inconveniences  arifing 

from  requiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the  delegates  to  reprefent 

the  colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  That  any  one  of  the  three  delegates  appointed  to  at- 
tend  the  Congrefs  be,  and  fuch  delegates  is  hereby  fully  authori- 
zed to  reprefent  this  colony  during  Congrefs. 
A  true  copy  from  the  votes, 

Richard   Smith,  Clerk  of  AlTembly." 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiflion, 
reported  the  fame,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
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Ordered.,  That  three  hundred  copies  be  immediately  printed,  with 
proper  blanks. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Jenkins,  for  leave 
to  export  a  quantity  of  provifions  to  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  for 
the  internal  confnmption  of  its  inhabitants,  and  it  being  reprefented 
that  he  had  applied  to  the  alTembly  or  general  court  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  and  that  the  committee  of  Falmouth,  to  whom  he 
was  by  them  referred,  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  furnifh  the 
provifions  wanted,  had  recommended  him  to  Congrefs  to  be  fup- 
plied  with  the  fame  at  fome  port  in  the  middle  or  fouthern  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  pemiiirion  be  granted  to  captain  Jenkins,  to 
carry  the  provifions  fpecified  in  the  certificate  of  the  committee  of 
Falmouth,  for  the  internal  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nan- 
tucket, he  firft  taking  an  oath,  and  giving  bond  to  the  committee 
of  infpedlion  and  obfervation,  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  purfue  their  inftruftions  in  his  voyage,  and  to  ufe  his 
utmoft  endeavours  not  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  cutters  or 
armed  vefTels  of  the  enemy. 

The  committee  on  the  itate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read,  whereupon. 

Resolved.)  That  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  bills  or- 
dered to  be  emitted  be  as  follows  : 

83,334  of  8  dollars  each. 


O  r»  o  o  o 
OO,  J  Jo 

of  7 

do. 

83,333 

of  6 

do. 

83,333 

of  5 

do. 

83,334 

of  4 

do. 

83,333 

of  3 

do. 

83,333 

of  2 

do. 

83,333 

of  1 

do. 

Resolved.,  That  the  plates  ufed  in  the  laft  emiffion,  be  ufed  for 
ftriking  off  and  printing  the  above  bills. 

Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  who  fuperlntended  the  prefs  at  the 
laft  emilhon,  be  empowered  to  fuperintend  the  printing  thefe  bills. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  be 
dire^led  to  enquire  about  proper  perfons  to  fign  and  number  faid 
bills,  and  report  to  C0np;refs. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general's  letter  ; 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  of  artillery  confifl:  of  one  colonel, 
two  lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors  and  twelve  companies. 

That  the  general  be  informed  that  two  gentlemen,  namely,  Tho- 
mas Crafts,  jun.  and  George  Trott,  Efqrs;  have  been  recommended 
to  Congrefs  as  proper  perfons  for  field  officers  in  faid  regiment, 
and  that  the  general  enquire  into  their  chara(?iers  and  abilities  ; 
and  if,  upon  enquiry,  he  fhall  judge  them  proper,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  them  will  occaiion  no  dlfturbance  or  dlfgufl;  in  the 
regiment,  that  he  appoint  them,  and  acquaint  Congrefs  thereof. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  contract  for  fupplying  the  prifoners,  that  Mr.  D.  Franks,  of  this 
city,  be  permitted  to  fupply  the  troops,  who  are  prifoners  in  this 
colony,  with  provifions  and  other  neceffaries  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
crown,  and  to  fell  his  bills  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  neceffary 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  the  faid  committee  confer  with  Mr. 
Franks,  and  enquire  whether  he  will  alfo  undertake,  on  the  fame 
terms,  to  fupply  the  prifoners  in  other  colonies. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the    confideration  of  the    report   of  the  . 
committee  of  conference,  whereupon, 

Rjsolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affembly,  or  general 
court  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  ufe  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  that  the  army  before  Boflon  be  fupplied  with  wood  and 
hay,  on  the  moft  rcafonable  terms. 

That  in  the  new  eftabliiliment  of  the  army,  the  general  officers 
be  not  allowed  regiments,  nor  the  field  officers  companies. 

That  all  p:;rfons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed 
prifoners  at  the  difpofal  of  the  general,  whether  the  prize  be  taken 
by  veffels  fitted  out  in  the  pay  of  the  continent  or  by  others. 

That  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  continent ;  that  the  officers  being  in  pay  fliould  fupply 
themfelves  with  cloaths,  their  bills  to  be  taken  for  the  fame,  that 
the  ibldiers  be  furniflied  as  they  now  are. 

That  as  the  new  army  in  Maffachufetts-Bay  is  calculated  to  op- 
pofe  the  army  at  Boflon,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  general  flioujd 
detach  any  part  of  it  to  New- York  or  elfewhere,  unlefs  it  appear  to 
him  neceffary  fo  to  do,  for  the  common  fafety. 

That  the  troops  in  the  new  army  be  paid  monthly. 

That  an  exchanQ;e  of  prifoners  will  be  proper,  citizens  for  citi- 
zens, officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and  foldier  for  foldier. 

That  enfign  Moland  be  detained  in  the  place  where  he  now  is, 
until  exchanged. 

That  this  Congrefs  approve  the  terms  on  whichthe  artificers  of 
dilTerent  forts  have  been  employed  in  the  army ;  and  that  the  gene- 
ral go  on  upon  the  prefent  agreem.ent,  as  being  the  beft  that  can 
probably  be  made. 

That  the  general  be  direfted  to  pick  cut  from  each  of  the  rifle 
companies,  fuch  as  are  not  markfmen,  and  difmifs  them  in  fuch 
manner  as  will  be  fafeft,  with  an  allowance  of  pay  to  go  h.onie,  if 
they  do  not  chufe  to  inlift  in  other  battalions,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
that  all  receive  their  pay. 

That  what  artillery  of  different  kinds  can  be  i'pared  from  New- 
York  and  Crown-Point,  be  procured  and  forwarded  to  the  army  be- 
fore Boflon. 

That  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis,  Penobfcot,  Stockbridge,  and 
St.  John's,  and  other  tribes,  may  be  called  on  ''i  ^"afe  of  real  neccf- 
fitV'  a'l'^  that  the  giving  them  prefenis  is  fuitablo  and  proper. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  dcvife  the  beft  mode 


DECEMBER   1775.  259 

of  having  expreffes  (perfons  of  charafter)  pofled  alon^f  the  roads  at 
different  diftances,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  early  and  frequent 
intelligence. 

The  members  chofen,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

That -as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared  from  the  northern  depart- 
ment, and  is  wanted  at  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  be  fent  down  from 
Ticonderoga  to  Cambridge. 

That  the  Congr;:fs  approve  the  general's  fitting  out  armed  velTcls 
to  intercept  the  enemy's  fupplies. 

That  when  the  army  receives  fuch  fupplies  of  powder  as  to  be 
enabled  to  fpare  fome  to  the  country,  that  it  be  fold  to  them  at  a 
reafonable  price. 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  enquire  wliat  articles 
are  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  how  they  may  be  procur- 
ed,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  paffed  on  the  general's  letters, and 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  fuch  other  r.-fo- 
luiions  as  relate  to  the  eflabliRiment  of  the  new  army,  not  already 
forwarded,  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  general. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Eathan  Allen,  who  was 
taken  prifoner  near  Montreal,  is  confined  in  irons  on  board  a  veffel 
in  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

Resolved^  That  general  "Wafhin'vton  be  directed  to  apply  to  ge- 
neral Howe  on  this  matter,  and  dcfire  that  he  may  be  exchanged. 

The  feveral  matters  to  thisdav  referred  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

JlfoxDyir,   Dec<;mber  4,    1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  accounts  from  MafTachufetts-Bay 
were  referred,  reported,  tliat  for  want  of  proper  vouchers,  they  were 
not  able  to  proceed  on  that  bufinefs,  and  therefore  defired  to  be 
difcharged. 

R^solvcdf  That  the  faid  committee,  upon  their  requeft,  be  dif- 
charged. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  forty  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  colony  of  New-Hampfliire,  on  account  of  expcnfes  by  them  in- 
curred, the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  and  one-third  of  a  dollar, 
be  paid  to  the  colony  of  Malfachufetts-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account, 
the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  or- 
dered by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  on  the  ftatc  of  Virginia,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  received  on  Saturday  laft,  brought  in  their  report, which 
■was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  three  companies  of  the  battalion  raifed  In  the  co- 
lony of  Pennfylvania,  immediately  march  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Irvine,  into  Northampton  county,  in  Virginia, 
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for  the  proteftion  of  the  affociatlon  in  thofe  parts,  and  for  the  de- 
fence thereof  againft  the  defigns  of  the  enemies  of  America. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  refift  to  the  utraoft  the  arbi- 
trary government  intended  to  be  eflablifhed  therein,  by  their  go- 
vernor lord  Dunmore,  as  manifeftly  appears  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  lordlhip's  conduct  for  fome  months  paft. 

Whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation  lately  publiflied,  has 
declared  his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tearing  up 
the  foundations  of  civil  authority  and  government  within  the  faid 
colony: 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  if  the  convention  of  Virginia  Hiall  find 
it  neceffary  to  eflablifh  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be 
recommended  to  that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it 
necelTary,  eftablilh  fuch  form  of  government  as  in  their  judgment 
■will  bed  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mofl;  effeftually 
fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  coiony,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia  have  leave, 
at  their  requeft,  to  lit  again. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  will  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  if  any  colony 
fhould  feparately  petition  the  king  or  either  houfe    of  parliament.  • 

Resolved,  That  a  commmittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  affembly  of  New-Jerfcy. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr*  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  Carlifle,  in  the  colony  of  Peunfylvania,  be  af-. 
figned  as  v/ell  as  the  three  towns  of  Reading,  Laucafter,  and  York, 
for  the  reception  of  the  pri Toners  taken  at  St.  John's. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  Mr.  Knox,  by  the  firft 
exprefs  to  Albany,  and  dci'ire  him,  in  cafe  the  fervices  he  is  upon 
will  admit,  to  repair  to  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon's  river,  ivl  the 
highlands,  infpeQ  the  ilate  of  the  works  carrying  on  tliere,  and 
the  lituation  of  the  places  adjacent,  and  traiifmit  an  account  thereof 
to  Congrefs". 

The  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  a  re- 
folution  of  the  general  court  of  that  colony,  palTed  in  November 
laft,  extending  the  commiHion  of  their  dekgates  to  the  lail.day  of 
January;   which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESVAT,  December   5,    1775. 
Resolved,  That   tlie    naval    committee  be    inflrufted  to  eii<?:age 
the  feamcn  and  marines  to  the  lirll  of  January,  1777,  unLfs  foon- 
er  d«fcharL,'-cd  by  Congrefs. 

■  Jt  bein,-:^  fu;ygc{ted  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  p'lfTed  the  2d 
inftant,  relative  to  captain  Jenkins,  was  grounded  pa  a  millake 
■with  regard  to  fadls, 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
matter  into  coalidcration,  enquire  into  facts,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Cufliing,  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

The  committee  of  claims  applying  for  inftrudlions  with  regard 
to  fundry  charg-es  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them  from  the  colo- 
ny of  Rhodc-Kland, 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  for  purchafing  and  repairing  arms 
be  not  allowed. 

That  the  expenfe  of  removing  the  flock  from  Block-Ifland  and 
other  places,  in  confequence  of  the  requcfl;  of  the  general  be  charg- 
ed to  the  continent. 

That  the  twelve  cannon  furniflied  to  the  army  in  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  by  the  government  of  Rhode-Illand,  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  this  matter  be  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  thofe  who  fupply  the  three  companies  ordered 
to  Northampton  with  arms,  fliall  either  have  the  fame  returned  in 
kind  as  foon  as  they  can  be  procured,  or  their  value  paid  for  by 
the  Unit'^d  Colonies,  the  value  of  which  is  to  be  deduftcd  from  the 
pay  of  the  foldicrs. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was 
laid  btjfore  Congrefs  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  has  liberty  to  purchafe 
duck  and  fuch  other  articles  as  they  may  want  for  fitting  out  laid 
vefftls,  and  to  enable  them  the  better  to  perform  this  fervice,  that 
they  be  empowered  to  take  to  their  aHiftance  the  committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Risohed,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as 
follows  ; 

CONTINENTAL    CURRENCY. 

No.  Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 
Spanilli  milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  accor- 
ding to  a  rcfolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  at  Philadelphia,  November 
29,  1775. 

R^^solved,  That  each  denomination  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered, 
beginning  with  one,  upwards,  in  ink  of  a  different  colour  from  the 
laft  emitted  bills. 

The  committee  on  re-captures,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  and  debated,  the  Congr-fs  came  to  the  following  refo- 
lution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  cafes  of  re-captures,  the  re-captors  have  and 
retain  in  lieu  of  falvage,  one  eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the 
vcffcl  and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  tlie  fame  hath  or  have  been 
in  poITeflion  of  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours;  one  fifth  part  if 
more  than  twenty-four  hoars,  and  lels  than  forty-eight  hours  ;  one 
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third  part,  if  more  than  forty-eight  and  lefsthan  ninet^'-'fix  hours  ; 
and  one  half  if  more  than  ninety-fix  hours,  unlcfs  the  vefTtl  ihall, 
after  the  capture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  a  prize  by  fome 
court  of  admiralty,  in  which  cafe  the  re -captors  to  have  the  whole  : 
iu  all  which  cafes,  the  fliare  detained  or  prize  to  be  divided  be- 
tween the  owners  of  the  (hip  making  the  re-capture,  the  colony  or 
the  continent  as  the  cafe  may  be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  a 
former  refolution. 

Resolved,  As  the  army  to  the  northward  is  likely  to  be  fupplied 
with  cloathing  at  Montreal,  that  the  cloathing  purchafed  for  the 
faid  army  and  fent  to  Albany,  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Mr.  Mifflin, 
quarter  mafler-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  before  Ecfton. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morro\v. 


Wed^iesdat,  December  6,    1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Robert 
Ervin,  for  waggon-hire,  the  fum  of  355.7  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resoivtd,  That  the  three  prifoners  taken  by  captain  A.  Whip- 
ple, in  hispalTage  to  Pl»ladelphia,  who  are  now  on  board  his  vefl'el, 
be  deliverea  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  who  are  directed  to  fecure  them  in  fafe  cuftody,  in  fome  gaol 
in  faid  colony. 

A  return  being  laid  before  Ccngrefs  of  the  num.ber  of  flints  for 
fale  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to  upwards  of  200,000, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  of  the  city  and  li- 
berties of  Philadelphia  be  defired  to  purchafe  faid  flints. for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  in  making  the  purchafe,  attention 
be  paid  to  that  part  of  the  affociation  againfl.  raifing  the  prices  of 
goods. 

The  Congrefs  reliimed  the  confideration  of  the  inftrudions  to  be 
given  to  the  committee  cf  claims,  and  on  the  queflion  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  for  bounty  in  the  account  exhibeted 
by  Rhode-liland  agalnilthe  United  Colonies  be  not  allcv.'ed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dougal  M'Gregor  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  circumftances  flated  in  the  faid  petition,  will 
not  juftlfy  a  licence  to  export  the  lumber,  and  naval  (lores  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  petition,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  American  aflocia- 
tion. 

Re  wived.  That  if  the  faid  Do.ugal  M'Gregor  will  give  bond,  with 
fufScient  fccurity,  in  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  the  faid  lum- 
ber ?.nd  naval  florts,  to  the  prefident  of  the  provincial  council  of 
North-G:. rolina,  v,ith  conditions  that  he  will  not  carry  the  faid  cargo 
to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  Man, 
or  any  European  inanu,  or  fettlement  within  th3  Britifh  dominions, 
nor  to  the  Britilh  Well-Indius  ;  and  that  he  Ihall  within  fix  months 
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after  exporting  the  fame,  import  into  Edenton,  Newbern,  or  Bogue 
inlet,  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  and  tlien-  deliver  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  continental  troops  in  the  laid  colony,  futh  quantity 
of  mufkets,  or  gun-powder,  as  ihall  be  equal  to  the  value  of  the  faid 
lumber,  and  naval  ilores,  the  public  interell  requires  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  export  the  fame,  and  that  a  permit  for  that  purpofe  ilgned 
by  the  faid  prelident  be  given  him  on  is  executing  fuch  bond  as 
atorcfaid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  proclamations,  which  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-Ame- 
rica, have  taken  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration,  a  proclamation 
iffued  from  the  court  of  St.  James's  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  Au- 
gufl  laft.  The  name  of  majefty  is  ufed  to  give  it  a  fanftion  and  in- 
fluence ;  and,  on  that  account,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  importance  to 
wipe  off,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thefc  United  Colonies,  the  af- 
perfions  which  it  is  calculated  to  throw  upon  our  caufc  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  polUble,  the  undcferved  punlHiments,  which  it  is  de- 
figHcd  to  prepare  for  our  friends.  We  are  accufed  of  "  forgetting 
the  allegiance  which  we  owe  to  the  power  tlmt  has  protected  and 
fuftained  us."  Wliy  all  this  ambiguity  and  obfcurity  in  what  ought 
to  be  fo  plain  and  obvious,  as  that  he  who  runs  may  read  it  ?  What 
allegiance  is  it  that  we  forget  ?  Allegiance  to  parliament  ?  We 
never  owed — we  never  owned  it.  Allegiance  to  our  king  ?  Our 
words  have  ever  avowed  it,  our  conduft  has  ever  been  confident 
with  it.  We  condemn,  and  with  arms  in  our  hands,— a  refource 
which  freemen  will  never  part  with,— .we  oppofe  the  claim  and  ex- 
ercife  of  unconftitutional  powers,  to  which  neither  the  crown  nor 
parliament  were  ever  entitled.  By  the  Britilh  conlVitution,  our 
belt  inheritance,  rights,  as  well  as  duties,  defcend  upon  us  :  We  can- 
not violate  the  latter  by  defending  the  former  :  we  fliould  act  in 
diametrical  oppofition  to  both,  if  we  permitted  the  cLiims  of  the 
Britilh  parliunicnt  to  be  eftabllfhed,  and  the  meafures  purfued  in 
confequcnce  of  thofe  claims  to  be  carried  into  execution  among  us. 
Our  fagacious  anceftors  provided  wounds  againfl  the  inundation  of 
tyranny  and  Liwl-'fs  power  on  one  fide,  as  well  as  againft  that  of 
faction  and  llcentioufnefs  on  the  other.  On  which  lidc  !"^s  the 
breach  been  made  ?  Is  it  objected  againll:  us  by  the  moft  inveterate 
and  the  moft  uncandid  of  our  enemies,  that  we  have  oppofed  any 
of  the  juft  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  or  any  legal  exertion  of  thole 
prerogatives  ?  Why  then  are  we  accufed  of  for^-etting  our  allegiance  ? 
we  have  performed  our  duty  :  We  have  relifted  in  thofie  cafes,  in 
which  the  right  to  refill:  is  ftipulated  as  exprefsly  on  our  part,  as  the 
right  to  govern  is,  in  other  cafes,  ftipulated  en  the  part  of  the  crown. 
The  breach  of  allegiance  is  removed  from  our  refiftance  as  far  as 
tyranny  is  removed  from  legal  government.  It  is  alledged,  that 
"  we  have  proceeded  to  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion."  In  what  does 
thio  rebellion  conlift.    It  is  thus  defcribed — "  Arraying  ourfelves  in 


664  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

hoftile  manner,  to  withftand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traittr- 
oufly  preparing,  ordering,  and  levying  war  againft  the  king."  We 
know  of  no  laws  binding  on  us,  but  fuch  as  have  been  tranfinitted  to 
us  by  our  ancellors,  and  fuch  as  have  been  confented  to  by  ourfelves, 
or  our  reprefcntatives  eleded  for  that  purpofe.  What  laws,  ftarapt 
with  thefc  characters,  have  we  witliftood  ?  We  have  indeed  defended 
them  ?  and  we  will  rifque  every  thing,  do  every  thing,  and  fufFer 
every  thing  in  their  defence.  To  fupport  our  laws,  and  our  liber- 
ties ellablilhed  by  our  laws,  we  have  prepared,  ord»red,  and  levied 
•war.  But  is  this  traiteroully,  or  againft  the  king  ?  We  view  him  as 
the  conftitution  reprefcnts  him.  That  tells  us  he  can  do  no  wrong. 
The  cruel  and  illegal  attacks,  which  we  oppofe,  have  no  foundation 
in  the  royal  authority.  We  v^ill  not,  on  our  part,  lofe  the  diflinction 
between  the  king  and  his  minifters  :  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
feme  former  princes,  had  it  always  been  preferred  on  that  part  of 
the  crov.'n. 

Beiides  all  this,  v.'e  obferve,  on  this  part  of  the  proclamation,  that 
"  rebellion"  is  a  term  undefined  and  unknown  in  the  law  ;  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  a  proclamation,  which  by  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution has  no  other  operation  than  merely  that  of  enforcing  what 
is  already  law,  wouM  have  had  a  known  legal  balls  to  have  refted 
upon.  A  correfpondence  between  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain 
and  their  brethren  in  America,  produced,  in  better  times,  much  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  individuals,  and  much  advantage  to  the  public.  By 
what  criterion  fliall  one,  who  is  unwilling  to  break  off  this  corref- 
pondence, and  is,  at  the  fame  time,  anxious  not  to  expofe  himfelf 
to  the  dreadful  confequences  threatened  in  this  proclamation — by 
what  criterion  llivdl  he  regulate  his  conduA  ?  He  is  admonillied  not 
to  carry  on  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  now  in  rebellion  in  the 
Colonies.  How  fhall  he  afccrtain  '  who  are  in  rebellion,  and  who 
are  not.'  He  confults  the  law  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  fuppofed 
crime  :  the  law  is  filent  upon  the  i'ubjeft.  This,  in  a  country  where 
it  has  been  often  faid,  and  formerly  with  juftice,  that  the  govern- 
ment is  by  law,  and  not  by  men,  might  render  him  perfeftly  eafy. 
But  proclamations  have  been  fometimes  dangerous  engines  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  in  power  ;  information  is  commanded  to  be  given  to 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  of  all  perfons  "  who  fhall  be  found 
carrying  on  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  in  rebellion,  in  order 
to  bring  to  condign  puniOmient  the  authors,  perpetrators,  or  abet- 
tors, of  fuch  dangerous  defigns."  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  niomcnt, 
that  fome  perfons  in  the  colonics  are  in  rebellion,  and  that  thofe 
who  carry  on  correfpondence  with  them,  might  learn  by  fiMhe  rule, 
which  Britons  are  bound  to  know,  how  to  difcriminate  them,  does  it 
follow  that  all  correfpondence  with  them  deferves  to  be  punilhed. 
It  might  have  been  intended  to  apprize  them  of  their  danger,  and 
to  reclaim  them  from  their  crimes.  By  what  law  does  a  correfpon- 
dence with  a  criminal  transfer  or  communicate  his  guilt.?  We 
know  that  thofe  wlio  aid  and  adhere  to  the  king's  enemies,  and 
thofe  who  corrcfpond  v/ith  them  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
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their  defigns  Into  efFe£l,  are  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  But 
the  law  goes  no  farther.  Can  proclamations,  accorclin'^  to  the 
principles  of  reafon  and  juftice,  ai;d  the  conilitution,  go  farther 
than  the  law  ? 

But,  pe/haps,  the  principles  of  rcafcn  and  juftice,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  will  not  prevail  :  experience  fuggefts  to  us  the  doubt.  If  they 
fliould  not,  we  muH  refort  to  arguments  drawn  from  a  very  differ- 
ent fource.  We,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thcfe  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  and  by  authority,  according  to  the  pureft  maxiir.s  of 
repreicntation,  derived  from  them,  dt;clare,  that  whatever  punifh- 
ment  lliall  be  inrilJtcd  upon  any  perfons  in  the  power  of  our  enemies- 
for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  caufe  of  American  liberty, 
fhall  be  retaliated  in  the  fame  kind,  and  the  fame  degree  upon  thofe 
in  our  power,  who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  fiiail  favour, 
aid,  or  abet  the  fyftem  of  minifterial  oppreffion.  Tlie  elTential  dif- 
ference between  our  caufe,  and  that  of  our  enemies,  might  juftify 
a  feverer  punilliment  :  the  law  of  retaliation  will  unqueftioably 
warrant  one  equally  fevere. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this  declaration,  to  occafion  or  to 
multiply  punillunents  :  our  fole  view  is  to  prevent  them.  In  this  im- 
happy  and  unnatural  controverfy,  in  which  Britons  fight  againft  Bri- 
tons, and  the  defcendants  of  Britons,  let  the  calamities  immedi- 
ately incident  to  a  civil  war  fuffice.  We  hope  additions  will  not 
from  wantonnefs  be  made  to  them  on  one  fide  :  we  fliall  regret  the 
necc01ty,  if  laid  under  the  neceility,  of  making  them  on  the  other. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  be  publifhed. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday 
next. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Fcltham,  have  leave  to  join  the  offi- 
cers of  the  26th  regiment,  and  refide  with  them  in  the  places  defti- 
ned  for  their  reception. 

Resolved,  That  major  Prefton,  and  the  officer  with  him,  remain 
in  Philadelphia  until  farther  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  inform  major  Prefton  of  this  rcfo- 
lution. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafiiington,  da,ted  28th  November,  being 
received,  was  read, 

R'esolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  December  7,    1775. 

The  Congrefs,  being  informed  that  the  women  and  children  taken 
at  3t.  John's,  with  the  baggage,  were  arrived, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  the  colony  of  Pcnnfylvania,  to  have  them  removed  in  the  cheap- 
eft  manner,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  the  places 
affigned  them. 
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Resotvcd,  That  lieutenant  George  Cuppaidge,  of  the  26th  re- 
giment, be  permitted  to  go  to  New-York  for  a  weelc  upon  his  pa- 
role, that  he  will  neither  fpeak  nor  write  to  any  perfon  upon  any- 
political  fubjeft,  or  give  any  intelligence  whatfoever  upon  fuch  to- 
pics, and  will  return  to  Pniladelphia  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  6th,  was  received  and  read. 

The  Gongrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  general's  letter  of 
the  28th  ult,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  doubts  may  arife  refpefling-  the  true  intent  and  con- 
ftruction  of  a  certain  rclblution  of  Congrefs,  palled  the  4th  day  of 
November  laft,  empowering  the  general,  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of 
the  fervice  fliould  require  it,  to  call  forth  the  minute-men  and  mi- 
litia of  the  New-England  colonies, 

Jieso.'ved.,  That  the  faid  refolution  fliall  not  extend  or  be  con- 
flrued  to  authorize  the  general  to  call  forth  the  faid  minute-men 
or  militia,  without  having  applied  to  and  obtained  the  confent  of 
thofe  oificers,  in  whom  the  executive  powers  of  government  in 
thofe  colonies  may  be  veiled. 

Hesoivedy  That  the  prefident  write  letters  to  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  gover- 
nors of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connefticut,  acquainting  them  with  the 
prcfent  l\ate  of  the  army,  and  enclofing  copies  of  the  refolutions 
of  this  Congrefs,  relative  to  the  general's  being  empowered  to  call 
forth  the  militia  of  thofe  governments,  on  any  emergency,  and  re- 
qucfting  thofe  colonies  to  exert  themfelves  in  defence  of  our  com- 
mon liberties,  by  affording  the  general  all  the  aid  in  their  power, 
and  comply  with  his  requefl;  for  the  affiftance  of  the  militia  when- 
ever he  may  find  it  neceffary  to  apply  for  it. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  22d  of  November,  toge- 
ther with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery  of  the  17th, 
and  one  from  colonel  Arnold  of  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  be- 
ing received,  were  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FniDJr,  Di'ccmher  8,    1775. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Jenkins  was 
referred,  brougijt  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Ltter  from  the  committee  of  in- 
fpection  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  relative  to  Allen 
Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  with  the  papers  endo- 
fed,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  int» 
confideration, 

Resolved^  That  tlie  faid  Allen  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  John 
Connolly,  be  confined  in  prifon  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  continental 
expenfe,  unr.il  Llic  further  ordrr  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  Thut  the  prefident  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  refo- 
lution to  the  cnnimittt'e  of  Frederick,  and  defire  them,  in  purfuaiice 
thereof,  to  fend  the  prilbners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 
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Resolved^  That  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudfon,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jeffcrfon,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R. 
Morris. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letters  from  lord 
Sterling,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  with  the  rations  and  other  nccef- 
faries  allowed  them,  -g-y^  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Crane  be  direfted  to  give  Mr.  Lowry  pro- 
per orders  for  fecuring,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  raifed  in  New- 
Jerfey,  the  blankets  in  the  barracks  of  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in 
New-Jerfey,  not  already  ordered  to  the  fort  on  Hudfon's  river,  in 
the  highlands,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
ordered  to  march  as  foon  as  they  can  be  furnilhed  with  barrack 
neceffaries  and  arms,  to  the  city  of  New-York,  and  there  remain 
till  further  orders  ;  and  that  four  of  the  companies  ordered  to  the 
fort  in  the  highlands,  be  likewife  ftationed  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  till  barracks  can  be  fitted  up  for  them  in  that  fort. 

Resolved,  That  a  furgeon  be  allowed  to  each  battalion,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  his  pay  be  25  dollars  per 
calendar  month. 

Whereupon,  Williarn  Barnet,  jun.  Avas  elefted  furgeon  to  lord 
Sterling's,  or  the  firil:  battalion  raifed  in  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  a  (landing  committee,  compofed  of  a  member 
from  each  colony,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  applications,  and 
examine  into  the  qualifications  of  the  feveral  perfons,  who  apply 
for  offices  in  the  American  army,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  lord  Sterling's  letter,  which  refpecls 
the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  the  deputy  mufter  m after-general, 
who  is  now  in  town,  be  dlredled  to  mufter  ,the  battalion  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  make  return  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  polTible. 

The  committee  on  eftablilhlng  exprcfTes,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, wliich  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  Avith  the  en- 
clofed  letters  from  general  Montgomery  and  colonel  Arnold,  be 
publUhed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  farther  pcft- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.  I.  M  2 
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SAVuRDAr^  December  9,   1775. 
Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vef- 
fels,  be  empowered  to  employ  the  following  officers,  and  that  their 
pay  be  as  follows,  viz. 

Middiipman,        12  dollars  per  calendar  month. 
Armourer,  15     do.  do. 

Sail-maker,  12     do.  do. 

Yeoman,  9     do.  do. 

Quarter-mafter,     9     do.  do. 

Quarter-gunner,    8     do.  do. 

Cook,  12     do.  do. 

Coxfwain,  9     do.  do. 

Pilot  according  to    the  ufual  rates  ;  when  abfolutely   neceffary, 
the  commander  to  give  fuch  farther  gratuity  as  may  be  neceffary 
^for  the  good  of  the  fervice. 

Resolved^  That  an  order  iffue  for  raifmg  four  battalions  more 
in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  one  alrea- 
dy raifed. 

Resolved^  That  a  like  order  iffue  for  raifmg  one  battalion  in 
the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofe  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  from  the  1 1th  of  November  inclufive,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  the  orders  given  to  general  Montgomery,  to 
purchafe  cloathing  at  Montreal,  for  the  troops  under  his  command, 
be  and  are  approved. 

Resolved^  That  the  officers,  who  are  prifoners,  be  allowed  ta 
fell  their  bills  for  their  fubfiftance. 

Resolved,  That  major  Prefton,  captain  Kinnear,  captain  Good- 
win, and  major  Stopford,  pay  to  the  continental  treafurers,  the  fums 
advanced  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be 
informed  of  this  refolution,  and  defired  to  fend  their  obligations 
to  the  treafurers. 

Resolved,  That  general  Montgomery  be  appointed  a  major- 
general  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  166  dollars  per  month,  be  allowed  to 
the  commander  for  the  time  being  in  the  province  of  Canada,  and 
refiding  there,  for  the  expenfe  of  his  table,  over  and  above  the 
pay,  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  by  his  commiffion. 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  other  matters  in  general  Schuyler's 
letters,  and  the  encloicd  papers,  except  what  relates  to  Mr.  Phelps, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  take  the  fame  into 
confideration,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Resohedj  That  the  fum  of  SOOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  C-'r- 
penter  Wharton,  who  has  contravfled  to  fupply  the  battalion  raifed 
in  Pennfylvania,  at  7.90  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  the  fame  to  be  paid 
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him  on  his  figning  the  contraft,  and  giving  fecurity  for  the  per- 
formance thereof. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Chew,  for  riding  exprefs  to  the  laltpetre  rock  in  Virginia,  and 
bringing  famples  of  the  mineral,  the  fum  of  84.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Colonel  Dyer  produced  an  account,  amounting  to  1956  dollars, 
for  medicines  bought  and  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  his  fa- 
vour for  that  fum. 

The  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 
laid  before  Congrel's  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Wednefday  next. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  inftrudVions  to  the  delegates  of  Rhodc-Illand. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  December  1  1,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  dated  30th  of  November,  be- 
ing received,  was  read,  together  with  an  invoice  of  flores  on  board 
the  Nancy  tranfport,  taken  by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain  Manley, 
alfo  a  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  7th  inftant. 

The  committee,  to  whom  that  part  of  lord  Sterling's  letter,  re- 
fpecting  the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums,  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  confi- 
deration  the  inftruftions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
after  debate  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  f  urn  idling  thefe  colonies  with  a  naval  armament,  and  re- 
port with  all  convenient  fpeed. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  confift  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  viz.  Mr,  Bartlctt,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,' 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  of  the  illand  of  Nan- 
tucket, for  licence  to  fell  his  cargo  of  oil  in  this  city,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  a  cargo  of  proviiions  and  fuel  for  the  necclTary  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  faid  ifland,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  vigilance  and  zeal  of  the  committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  preventing  the  faid  Jenkins's 
cargo  from  being  fold,  contrary  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  is 
highly  approved. 

Rcsohcd,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  faid  Ifland  are  at  prefent  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life. 

Resolved'^  That  humanity  requires  that  ferae  fpeedy  meafures  be 
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taken  by  the  Congrefs,  to  enable  the  faid  inhabitants  to  fiipply 
themfclves  with  neceffary  fuel  and  provifions. 

Resolved,  That  the  feleft-men  of  the  town  of  Sherbourne,  in 
Slautucket,  prepare  an  eftimate  of  the  quantity  of  fuel,  and  provifi- 
ons necefiary  for  the  ufe  of  faid  inhabitants,  and  lay  it  before  three 
or  more  juftices  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  of  Barnftable,  in  the 
colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  attefled  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
the  faid  felect-men  ;  and  that  the  faid  juftices  be  empowered  to 
grant  licences  under  their  hands  to  any  mafter  or  owner  of  veffels 
in  the  faid  ifland,  to  import  fuel  and  provifions  from  the  colonies  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connefticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerfcy,  Pennfylvania,  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  or  Maryland,  not 
exceeding  the  quantities  fpecified  in  faid  eftimate. 

Resolved,  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  faid  inhabitants  are  in  im- 
mediate danger  of  fuffering  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  that 
the  faid  captain  Jenkins  be  permitted,  under  the  infpeclion  of  the 
committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and 
fell  his  prefent  cargo,  and  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of  fuel  and  provi- 
fions, provided  he  (liall  firft  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  and  give  bond,  that  the  fame  is,  bona  fide,  intended  for  the 
internal  confumption  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  and  that  he  will  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours,  that  it  fhall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudfon  was 
referred,  reported  their  opinion  in  certain  relblutions,  Avhich  being 
read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  for  permif- 
fion  to  export  his  cargo  to  any  place,  other  than  the  iflands  of  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  the 
Weft-India  iflands,  is  reafonable. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  fo  farther 
permiffion  is  unreafonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  petitioner  give  bond,  with  fufficient  fecu- 
rity,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Baltimore, 
under  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  faid  cargo,  to  export  the 
faid  cargo  to  fome  place  other  than  the  iflands  of  Great- Britain, 
Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  Man,  and  the  iflands 
of  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  within  fix  months  after  the  faid  exporta- 
tion, to  prodtice  to  the  faid  chairman  a  certificate  of  the  port,  to 
"which  the  faid  cargo  ftiall  have  been  fliipped,  authenticated  imder 
the  hands  of  two  merchants  of  known  chara£lers  and  reputation,  re- 
fiding  in  the  fame  port  ;  and  that  on  executing  fuch  bond,  the  faid 
chairman  fign  a  permit  to  the  faid  petitioner,  allowing  him  to  export 
the  faid  cargo. 

The  Con^refs  refuming  the  fubjeft  of  emitting  bills  of  credit, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  fign 
and  number  the  bills  ordered  to  be  admitted,  viz.  Samuel  Morris, 
Frederick  Kulil,  Stephen  Collins,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Matthew  Clark- 
foH)  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Thomas  Barclay,  Anthony  Morris,  jun. 
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James  Wharton,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Joel  Evans,  Andrew  Bunner, 
John  Meafe,  Thomas  Coombe,  John  Bayard,  Robert  Tucknifs, 
Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Pur- 
viance,  Mordecai  Lewis,  Ceorge  Campbell,  Jofeph  Parker,  Daniel 
Clymer,  Jofeph  Watkins,  jun.  John  Shee,  Phineas  Bond,  James 
Read,  Robert  Roberts,  John  Ord,  Ifaac  Howell,  William  Webb, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Cornelius  Barnes,  Thomas  Smith,  and  Wil- 
liam Crifpin. 

Resolved^  That  each  bill  be  figned,  and  numbered  by  two  of  the 
foregoing  gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Phelps,  Avas  prefented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  perfons 
applying  for  offices.  Sec.  reported  Dr.  Boyd  as  proper  for  the  office 
of  furgeon  to  the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  Mr.  Patter- 
fon  adjutant,  whereupon, 

Dr.  Boid  was  unanimoufly  elected. 

A  petition  from  David  Beveridge,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Rcsohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  JeiFerfon. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  to  take  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  refpefting  Bofton. 

A  letter  from  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern 
department,  enclofing  fundry  papers,  was  received  and  read. 

The  committee  on  the  credit  of  paper  currency,  brought  in  their 
report. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  December    12,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  intercepted  letters  of  Brooke  Watfon,  and 
the  invoice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  brig  Nancv  tranfport,  taken 
by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain  Manly,  be  publiihed. 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  a  cargo  of  molalfes,  taken  out  of  the 
brig  Nancy  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  enclofino- 
a  parole  figned  by  the  officers  there,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  thanks  to  the  three 
general  officers  in  the  northern  army,  reported  draughts,  v;hich 
being  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  figned.  by  the  prefident  and  tranfmitted. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  for  a  table,  made  to  the  comman- 
der for  the  time  being  in  Canada,  be  granted  to  general  Montgo- 
mery, for  the  time  he  entered  Canada. 
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Resolved.^  That  this  Congrefs  will  make  a  prefent  of  a  fword  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  captain  Henry  B.  Livingfton, 
as  a  teftimony  of  their  fenfe  of  his  fervice  to  this  country,  and  that 
they  will  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  promoting  him  in  the 
army. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  120,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  part  of  their  account  againft  the  United 
Colonies,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  ordered,  the  faid  colony 
to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  after  de- 
bate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  this  matter  into  farther  confide- 
ration. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  December    13,   1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafliington  of  the  4th  inftant,  enclofing 
fundry  papers,  being  received,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fitting 
out  a  naval  armament,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 
and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  five  fhips  of  32  guns,  five  of  28  guns,  three  of  24  guns,  ma- 
king in  the  whole  thirteen,  can  be  fitted  for  the  fea  probably  by  the 
laft  of  march  next,  viz.  in  Nevz-Ham-pfhire  one,  in  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  two,  in  Connecticut  one,  in  Rhode-Ifland  two,  in  New-York 
two,  in  Pennfylvania  four,  and  in  Maryland  one. 

That  the  coft  of  thefe  fliips,  fo  fitted,  will  not  be  more  than 
66, 666-1  dollars  each,  on  an  average,  allowing  two  compleat  fuits 
of  fails  for  each  fliip,  equal  in  the  whole  to  866,666-|  dollars. 

That  the  materials  for  fitting  them  may  be  all  furnilhed  in  thefe 
colonies,  except  the  articles  of  canvas  and  gun-povi'der  ;  and  that 
therefore  it  will  be  proper  the  Congrefs  direft  the  moft  fpeedy  and 
effectual  means  of  importing  the  faid  articles  of  canvas  and  powder  ; 
that  of  the  former,  7500  pieces  will  be  wanted,  and  that  of  the  lat- 
ter, one  hundred  tons. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  with  full  powers  to 
carry  the  faid  report  into  execution,  with  all  pofiTible  expedition, 
(except  what  relates  to  canvas  and  powder)  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  this  committee  be  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Rjsolvsd,  That  it  be  an  inftruAion  to  the  fecret  committee  to 
embrace  the  bcft  and  earlieft  opportunities  to  procure  the  quantity  of 
duck  and  powder  in  the  above  report. 

Mr.  Willin;^,  one  of  the  fecret  committee,  defiring  to  be  excufed 
on  account  of  his  living  out  of  town,  which  rendered  it  impraclica- 
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ble  for  him  to  attend  the  committee,  which  ufually  meets  in  the 
evening: 

Resolved,  That  he  be  excufed,  and  another  be  elefted  in  his  room. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Congrefs  fliall  adjourn,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  appoint  a  committee  to  fit  during  the  adjournment,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fuperintending  the  treafury,  carrying  on  neceffary 
corrcfpondence,  and  fuch  other  fervices  as  fliall  be  directed  by 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider 
and  prepare  inflruiilions  for  the  committee  above-mentioned. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  vef- 
fels,  be  authorized  to  give  able-bodied  feamen,  that  may  be  willing 
to  enter  on  board  the  Ihips  of  war  of  the  United  Colonies,  eight 
dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Information  being  given  that  fundry  perfons  in  this  city  have 
lately  fold  tea, 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Friday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— ^^^»^ 

Thursdat,  December    14,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  half  an  hour  every 
morning  be  employed  in  reading  the  corrected  copy  or  the  journal, 
till  the  whole  is  gone  through. 

Resolved,  That  every  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day 
be  read,  before  the  Congrefs  enter  on  new  bufinefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  corredled  journal,  after  being  read,  be  tranf- 
cribed,  and  fent  to  the  prefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  to  carry  into  execution  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs,  for  fitting  out  a  naval  armament. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  confift  of  a  member  from 
each  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  be  by  ballot. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and 
Mr.  Houfton. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  general  Wafliington's  letter  of 
the  4th,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  general's  letter,  relative  to  tranfports,  be  committed. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  7th  regiment,  who  is 
now  a  prifoner,  have  liberty  to  return  to  Great-Britain,  on  his 
parole,  not  to  take  up  arms  againfl  America,  during  the  prefen: 
•onteft  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 
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A  petition  from  Peter  Berlon,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Resolved^  That  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-^^m^ 

Fridat.)  December    15,    1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  captain  Motte,  who 
had  the  charge  of  condufting  the  prifoners  to  Reading,  and  other 
towns  in  Pennfylvania,  having  performed  that  fervice,  was  return- 
ed to  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  diflribute  the  pri- 
foners, confer  with  captain  Motte,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  for  the  colony  of  Penn- 
fylvania, be  requefted  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  field  offi- 
cers of  the  four  battalions  to  be  laifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

Rtsohed,  That  the  faid  committee  appoint  proper  perfons  for 
officers  in  the  faid  battalion,  under  the  rank  of  majors. 

Resolved,  That  fimilar  orders  be  given  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  for  recommending  field 
officers,  and  appointing  inferior  officers,  for  the  battalion  to  be 
raifed  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Meffrs.  George  Meade  and  company,  merchants, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  export  from  the  colony 
of  Virginia,  fo  much  of  the  produce  of  that  country,  as  fhall  be 
equal  in  value  to  any  quantity  of  fait,  not  exceeding  fix  thoufand 
bufhels,  which  they  fliall  carry  and  fafely  deliver  there  to  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  or  their  order,  who  are  empowered  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  faid  produce  and  fait ;  and  that  the  faid  George 
Meade  and  company,  having  given  to  the  delegates  of  the  faid 
colony,  in  this  city,  bond  with  fufficient  fecurity,  under  a  penalty 
of  double  the  value  of  the  faid  fait,  that  they  will  not  carry  any 
produce  of  the  faid  colony,  which  they  may  receive  in  return  for 
their  fait,  to  the  iflands  of  Great-Britain,  Leland,  Jerfey,  Guern- 
fey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  to  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and 
producing  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid  colony  a  certifi- 
cate thereof,  figned  by  the  faid  delegates  here,  fliall  have  a  permit 
under  the  hand  of  the  chairman  of  the  faid  committee  of  fafety, 
to  export  the  faid  produce,  the  faid  permit  being  to  be  endorfed 
on,  or  annexed  to  a  manifefl  of  the  cargo  exported. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftions  for  the  com- 
mittee who  are  to  fit  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  the  carriage  of  cloathing 
to  Dobb's  ferry,  the  fum  of  40  dollars. 
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To  Philip  Livingfton,  Efq;  for  printing,  &c.  the  fum  of  56.2 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  for  provifions,  &:q.  furniflied  to  feveral  companies  of 
riflemen,  the  fum  of  212  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner, 
Efq. 

To  the  committee  of  obfervation  at  Prince-Town,  for  fundry  ex- 
penfes,  and  for  provifions  furnilhed  feveral  rifle  companies,  the  fum 
of  74.3  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Higgins. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report, 
relative  to  tranfports,  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  further  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa-Turdat,  December    15,    1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  7th,  being  received, 
■was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York  of  the  9th,  being  laid 
before  Congreis  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  credit 
of  the  continental  currency. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  a  naval  armament,  be  empow- 
ered to  draw  on  the  treafurers,  from  time  to  time,  for  any  fums,  not 
exceeding  500,000  dollars,  for  carrying  faid  refolutions  into  exe- 
cution. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  inflructions  for  colonel  Irvine. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Motte,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Jodah 
Feffenden,  for  riding  exprefs  three  times  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  once  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  for  expcnfes  and  horfe-hire,  a  ba- 
lance amounting  to  126  dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  36  days  hire  of  a  fulky  for  faid  J.  Feffenden, 
the  fum  of  18  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Captain  White  Eyes,  a  Delaware  chief,  who  came  down  with  the 
commiiTioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  being 
introduced  to  Congrefs,  the  prefident  addreffed  him  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : 

"  Brother  Captain  White  Eyes, 

Wc  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  we  bid  you  welcome  to  this  council- 
fire,  kindled  for  all  the  United  Colonies. 

We  have  heard  of  your  friendlhip  for  your  brethren,  the  white 
people,  and  how  ufeful  you  have  been  in  preferving  peace  and  har- 
mony between  your  nation  and  us,  and  we  thank  you  for  thofe  fcr- 
vices. 

Vol.  I.  N  2 
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We  are  pleafedthat  the  Delawares  intend  to  embrace  Chriftianity, 
We  will  fend  you,  according  to  your  defire,  a  minifler,  and  a  fchocl 
mafter  to  inftruct  you  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  other  parts 
of  ufeful  knowledge. 

We  Ihall  be  happy  in  improving  every  opportunity  that  fliall  offer, 
fpr  convincing  your  nation,  and  all  other  nations  of  Indians,  of  our 
friendly  difpolition  towards  them. 

Before  you  leave  this  city,  we  will  give  you  fome  particular  teftl- 
mony  of  our  regard  for  you." 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  conferred  with  captain  Motte, 

Upon  motion  made.  Resolved.^  That  the  officers  be  diflrlbuted  in 
fuch  places  as  are  moft  agreeable  to  themfelves,  obferving  always 
the  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  on  this  fubjeft,  and  that  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  be  not  ftationed  in  the  fame  places,  until  the  far- 
ther orders  of  Congrefs. 

Hesohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
major  Prefton,  and,  with  him,  fix  on  an  agent  to  negociate  his  bills ; 
and  with  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  faid  bills,  to  fupply  the 
prifoners  taken  at  St.  John's  with  cloathing  and  other  neceffaries. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr, 
S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  privates  who  are  prifoners,  and  have  been 
left  by  captain  Motte  at  Lancafler,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that 
place  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  80  dollars  be  paid  to  captain 
Motte,  being  fo  much  advanced  and  paid  by  him  for  neceffaries  to 
his  men  in  conducing  the  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  diftribution  of  the  prifoners  made  by  captain 
Motte  be  approved. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  {landing  rule  of  Congrefs,  that  no  perfon 
be  allowed  to  make  any  motion  after  12  o'clock,  without  fpecial 
leave,  until  the  orders  of  the  day  are  either  determined  or  put  off  to 
another  day. 

A  petition  from  fundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mi".  Jeflerfon,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr,  Bereridge  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pcftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  December   IS,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Prefton,  reported 
their  proceedings,  and  that  they  had  not  yet  tome  to  a  conclufion 
with  him  on  the  matter  given  them  in  charge. 

Resolved,   That  major  Prcflon    have    leave  to  go  with  captain 
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Motte  to  Lancafler,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days,  if  he  chufe  to  tarry 
fo  long. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefi,  relative  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  prifoners,  and  of  the  parole  to  be  fi;^ned  by  the 
officers,  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  infpedion  of  Lancafter  ;  and 
that  an  order  iffue  to  the  faid  committee  to  take  the  parole  of  the 
officers  there,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
captain  Edward  Motte,  for  the  farther  fum  of  80  dollars,  he  to  be 
accountable  for  the  fame. 

Sundry  affidavits  from  Wyoming,  relative  to  difturbances  there, 
between  tlie  people  of  Connedlicut  and  Pennfylvania,  being  laid  be- 
fore the  Congrefs  and  read, 

After  debate.  Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be 
referred  till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  letters  and  papers 
enclofed  being  received,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Jef- 
fcrfon. 

The  fundry  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  December    19,    1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quelled  to  fupply  the  armed  vefl'els,  which  are  nearly  ready  to  fail, 
with  four  tons  of  gun-powder,  at  the  continental  expenfe. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  requefted  to  procure  and  lend  the  faid 
vefTels  as  many  ftands  of  fmall  arms  as  they  can  fpare,  not  exceeding 
400,  to  be  repaid  by  the  Congrefs  either  in  kind  or  value,  as  the 
committee  may  defire. 

That  if  the  powder  and  arms  that  may  be  fupplied  and  lent  to  the 
continent  for  the  uio  of  the  faid  armed  vefTels,  fhall  not  be  replaced 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages 
that  their  whole  influence  and  authority  fhall  then  be  exerted  im- 
mediately, to  replace  the  fame,  by  procuring  powder  and  arms  from 
fome  other  part  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  powder  fupplied  and  lent  to  the  continent 
by  the  city  of  New-York,  fhall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  firft 
of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages  that  their  whole  influence 
and  authority  fliall  then  be  exerted  immediately  to  replace  the  lame, 
by  providing  powder  from  fome  other  part  of  the  continent. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refumed  the  con- 
fideration of  the  general's  letter,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  fecond  refolution  in  their  former  report,  which  was  recommitted, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  trani'port  vefTels  in  the  fame  fervice,  having  on 
board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  provilions,  military 
or  naval  (lores  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all  vclTels  to  whomibever  be- 
longing, that  Ihall  be  emyloyed  in  carrying  provifions  or  other  ne. 
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ceffaries  to  the  Britifh  army  or  armies,  or  navy,  that  now  are  or  fhall 
hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  fleet  and  army,  fhall  be  liable  to 
feizure,  and,  with  their  cargoes,  fhall  be  confifcated. 

The  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying,  &c. 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered.^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  brought  In  their  report, 
•which  being  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A   letter  from  general  Wafhington  being  received,  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morroAv. 

.^mm^>m^ 

Wednesdat^  December  20,    1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  rejiort,  that  there  is  due  to  fundry  per- 
sons for  necefidries  furnifhed  to  the  rifle  companies  in  Virginia,  the 
fum  of  640.5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Tho- 
mas Rutherford. 

To  Rebecca  Reynolds,  for  horfe  hire,  the  fum  of  6.9  dollars,  and 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq. 

Ordered'^  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  Elihu  Spencer,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Alexander 
M'Whorter,  who  have  undertaken  to  go  to  North-Carolina,  for  the 
fum.  of  120  dollars  each,  being  three  months  advance,  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  petition  of  David  Beveridge,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resohed,  That  the  faid  petition  is  unreafonable  ;  Resolved^  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  arming  thefe  colonies,  the  faid 
David  Beveridge  be  permitted  to  export  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of 
America  (live  ftcck  and  lumber  excepted)  to  any  part  of  the  world, 
except  Great- Britain,  the  Britifh  Iflands,  Ireland,  or  the  Britilh 
Weft-Indies,  on  his  giving  bond,  with  fufficient  fecurity,  in  double 
the  amount  of  the  faid  cargo,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
infpeftion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  or  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  the  faid  committee  fhall  appoint,  that  he  will  import,  into 
thefe  colonies,  by  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  faid  cargo,  in  arms,  ammunition,  or  faltpctre,  and 
fhall  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  the  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  at  fuch  reafonable  prices,  as  by  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  place  in  which  the  velTel  fliall  arrive,  Ihall  be  afcertain- 
cd  and  determljied. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general's  letters, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved.,  That  the  feveral  veffcls  heretofore  taken  and  carried 
into  MafTachufctts-Bay,  by  the  armed  veffcls  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies,  be  proceeded  againfl  by  the  rules  of  the  law  of 
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nations,  and  libelled  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  ereded  in  faid  co- 
lony. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  difpute  between  the 
people  of  Pennfylvania  and  Conneaicut,  on  the  waters  of  Sufciue- 
hannah,  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  a  difpute  fubfifts  between  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  Connedicut,  fettled  under  the  claim  of  the  laid  co- 
lony, on  the  lands  near  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehannah  river,  and 
in  the  Delaware  country,  and  the  inhabitants  fettled  under  the 
claim  of  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  which  difpute,  it  is  ap- 
prehended, will,  if  not  fufpended  during  the  prefent  troubles  in 
thefe  colonies,  be  produftive  of  pernicious  confequences,  which 
may  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  common  intereft  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  and  it  is  ac- 
cordingly recommended,  that  the  contending  parties  immediately 
ceafe  all  hoftilities,  and  avoid  every  appearance  offeree,  until  the 
difpute  can  be  legally  decided  ;  that  all  the  property  taken  and 
detained,  be  reftored  to  tlie  original  owners  ;  that  no  interruption 
be  given  by  either  party  to  the  free  pailing  and  repalTing  of  perfons 
behaving  themfelves  peaceably  through  the  jllfputed  territory,  as 
well  by  land  as  water,  without  moleftation  of  either  perfons  or 
property  ;  that  all  perfons  feized  and  detained  on  account  of  faid 
difpute,  on  either  fide,  be  difmified  and  permitted  to  go  to  their 
refpedlive  homes  ;  and  that,  things  being  put  in  the  fame  fituation 
they  were  before  the  late  unhappy  contell,  they  continue  to  behave 
themfelves  peaceably  on  their  refpective  poffelfions  and  improve 
ments,  until  a  legal  decifion  can  be  had  on  faid  difpute,  or  this 
Congrefs  fliall  take  further  order  thereon  ;  and  nothing  herein  done 
/liall  be  conftrued  in  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  either  party. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

InuRSDAr^   December  21,    1775. 

Ordered,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  refolution  paffed  yef- 
fterday,  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  people  of  ConneiSlicut 
and  Pennfylvania,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  contending  parties. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  having  added  two  new  members 
to  their  delegates,  one  of  them  attending,  produced  the  credentials 
of  their  appointment,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 
Annapolis  (Maryland.}    In  Provincial  Convention,  Dec.  9,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rogers,  Efqrs; 
together  with  thofe  already  appointed,  be  deputies  to  reprefent  this 
province  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  and  that  the  faid  deputies  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  Iiave  full  and  ample  power  to  confeut 
and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which  fuch  Con  >rcfs  lliall  deem  necefl\iry 
and  efFeftual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  and  be 
authorized  to  rcprefent  and  aft  for  this  province  in  any  continental 
Congrefs,  which  may  be  held  before  thr  25th  day  of  March  next. 
Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

G.  Duvall,  Clerk." 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying-,  Sec.  and  the  fame 
being  debated, 

Eesolviid,  That  forty  iron  pots  be  provided  for  the  foldiers, 
^vhile  in  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioned  officers  of  each  company  be 
allowed,  every  week,  a  quarter  of  a  cord  of  hickory,  or  other  wood 
in  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  provided  for  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  one  hundred  haverfacks,  a  camp  kettle  for  every  (ix 
men,  a  tomahawk,  canteen,  cartouch  box,  knapfack,  and  two  belts 
for  each  man. 

Resolved,  That  a  coat  of  uniform  be  provided  for  each  foldier, 
and  that  what  the  coat  cofts  more  than  the  hunting  fhirt,  which 
was  to  have  been  given  them,  be  deducled  from  their  wages. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  battalion  be  paid  one  month's  pay  as 
foon  as  may  be,  that  afterwards  they  receive  monthly  half  a  month's 
pay  only,  until  fo  much  is  retained,  as  "will  amount  to  the  money 
advanced  for  their  fire  arms,  cloathing,  Sec.  after  which  they  {hall 
receive  their  full  pay  monthly. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  provide  arms,  for  the  three  companies  which 
are  ordered  to  march  ;  and  alfo  to  provide  the  articles  ordered 
above  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  and  like  wife  to  furniffi  the 
faid  battalion  with  drums,  colours  and  fifes. 

Dr.  James  Holmes  was  chofen  furgeon  to  colonel  Maxwell's 
regiment. 

Matthias  Halfted  was  elefted  quarter-m after  to  lord  Sterling's 
regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers, 
&c.  be  directed  to  procure  proper  medicine-chefts  for  the  battalion 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  Congrefs  then  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference,  relative  to  an  attack  on  Bofton,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumedthe  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat- 
ter referred  to'  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  determination 
thereon,  dcfired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning,  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration, the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  relative  to 
the  attack  on  Boft.m. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be 
a  committee  to  confider  what  allowance  fhould  be  made  to  the  offi- 
cers who  are  priConers,  for  their  fupport. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Regonvllle,  a  Canadian  prifoner  at  Tren- 
ton, be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  or- 
ders of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Fridat^  December  22,  1775. 

A  letter  from  general  Scluiyler  of  the  14th  ;  alfo  a  letter  from 
lord  Sterling  of  the  fame  date,  and  a  letter  from  captain  Living- 
fton,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  veffels,  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  officers  by  them  appointed,  agreeable  to  the 
powers  to  them  given  by  Congrel's,  viz. 

Ezek.  Hopkins,  El'q;  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet. 

Dudley  Saltonftall,  captain  of  the  Alfred. 

Abraham  Whipple,  captain  of  the  Colunibus. 

Nicholas  Bidule,  captain  of  the  Andrew  Doria. 

John  Burrows  Hopkins,  captain  of  the  Cabot. 

Firft  lieutenants.  John  Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold,  ~  Stanf- 

bury,  Herfted  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

Second  lieutenants.  Benjamin  Seabury,  Jofeph  Olney,  Eliftia 
Warner,  Thomas  Weaver, M'Doiigall. 

Third  lieutenants.  John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs,  Daniel 
Vaughan. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
be  125  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  the  above  officers 
agreeable  to  their  rank  in  the  above  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  litting  out  armed  veiTels,  iffue 
■warrants  to  all  officers  employed  in  the  fleet  under  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenants. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  (as  a  fecret  com- 
mittee) to  give  fuch  inllruftions  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet, 
touching  the  operations  of  the  Xiips  under  his  command,  as  ffiall 
appear  to  the  faid  committee  mofi:  conducive  to  the  defence  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  enemies  naval  forces  and 
velTels  bringing  fiipplies  to  their  fleets  and  armies,  and  lay  fuch  in- 
ftrudlions  before  the  Congrefs  when  called  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  confider  how 
the  fbares  of  the  prizes  allotted  to  the  captors  ought  to  be  divided 
between  the  officers  and  men,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  Thtit  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Indians  lately  arrived,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  "Wythe,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  IMr.  S. 
Adams. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolvcd  itfelf  in- 
to a  commitee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  th.e 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  relative  to  an  attack  on  Bof- 
ton,  and  after  fome  time  fpcnt  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
confideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  had  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion  thereon,  which  he  v/as  ready  to  report.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mitttee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  if  general  Wafhington  and  his  council  of  war 
ffiould  be  of  opinion,  that  a  fuccefsfu!  attack  may  be  made  on  the 
troops  in  Bofton,  he  do  it  in  any  manner  he  may  think  expedient, 
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notwithftanding  the  town  and  property  in  it  may  thereby  be  de- 
flroyed. 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  have  the  rank  of  a 
colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  iienjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  for  his  expenfes  in  his  late  journey 
to  Maryland,  the  fum  of  72.4  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

O^-dercd^Thdit  the  examination  of  Connolly,  and  the  others  taken 
with  him,  alio  the  papers  found  in  the  faid  Connolly's  poffellion,  be 
printed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  journals,  and 
lay  before  Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  matters  therein  that  are  unfiniftied, 
and  which  are  proper  to  be  afted  upon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATVRDAr,  Detember  23,    1775. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling  of  the  19th,  being  received,  was  read. 

A  petition  from  Seth  Paddock,  mafter  of  the  floop  Mayflower, 
and  Sylvanus  Coffin,  mafter  of  the  fchooner  Dolly,  of  the  ifland  of 
Nautm  ker,  was  prefciit<rtl  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  a  cummittec  of 
three,  and  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  faid  committee,  to  enquire 
what  quantity  of  provifions  and  fuel  is  neceffary  for  the  annual  in- 
ternal confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  ifland  of  Nantucket, 
and  what  quantity  has  been  exported  from  the  different  ports  of  the 
United  Colonies,  during  the  prefent  month  of  December. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

One  of  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Ticondercga,  and 
confer  with  general  Schuyler,  being  returned,  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  expenfes  incurred  by  the  treaty  with  the 
weftern  Indians,  and  paid  by  him,  the  fum  of  j^5  33  :  19:4,  and 
that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Steel,  for  fundries  furniflied  two  rifle 
companies,  the  fum  of  _(^  14  :  8,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  faid 
Blaine  ;  and  alfo  4/8  due  to  John  M'Kce,  of  which  two  laft  furns 
there  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  the  fum  of_^  5  =r  13.3 
dollars,  for  the  two  cwt.  lead,  and  the  remainder  to  the  companies 
refpedtively,  the  whole  being  1462.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committeee  to  whom  the  application  from  the  convention  of 
the  colony  of  New-York,  for  the  loan  of  ^^  45,000  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  Avhich  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Notwithftanding  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  the  credit  of 
the  colony  of  New-York  is  unqueftionable,  and  their  application 
for  the  loan  of  ;^'.45}000  was  fuggefted  by  difinterefted  principles, 
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yet,  that  it  would  not  be  advifeable,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
for  the  Congreis  to  make  the  loan  propofed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  withthe  Indians,  made  report 
of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

Whereas  the  colony  of  Connecticut  has  by  a  certain  ail  of  their 
affembly,  refolved,  that  no  farther  fcttlementsbe  made  on  the  lands 
difputt-d  between  them  and  Pcnnlylvanla,  without  licence  from  the 
faid  alTembly, 

Resohcdy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Conneiilicnt 
not  to  introduce  any  fettlers  on  the  faid  lands,  till  the  farther  order 
of  this  Congrefs,  until  the  faid  difpute  Ihall  be  fettled. 

The  committee  en  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report, 
which  being  read,  xnd  in  part  debated, 

Resofved.,  That  the  farther  conuderation  tliereof  be  poflponed. 
The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  articles  are  necsffary 
for  the  army,  brou^^ht  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Peter  Berton  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

That  after  mature  confideration  had  thereon,  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  advifeable  or  proper  for  tha- Congrefs  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  faid  petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  treafu- 
rers,  and  enquire  of  them  what  fum  of  hard  money  they  have  collec- 
ted, and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resohedf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  In- 
dians, conclude  their  conference  Avith  them,  by  returning  them  a 
friendly  anfwer,  and  making  them  a  fmall  prcfent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journal,  See.  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  feveral  matters  therein,  which  are  yet  unfi- 
niflied. 

Ordered,  That  the  fevcral  committees,  to  whom  any  matters  are 
referred,  conclude  their  bufinefs  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  th?  f^cond  paragraph  in  general  Schuyler's  letter, 
relative  to  the  meafures  taken  by  the  miniflerial  agents,  to  engage 
the  Indians  in  a  war  with  thefe  colonies,  be  publiflied. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuefday  next. 

TuESDAr,  December  26,    17/5. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafliingtq;i  of  the  14th  and  1 6th,  with 
one  enclofed  from  Dr.  Morgan,  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull 
of  the  20th,  with  a  refolution  of  the  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Con- 
nedVicut,  alfo  a  letter  from  fundrv  mafters  of  veffels,  dated  Guada- 
loupe,  September  19,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  deputy  mufter-mafier-general,  fent  to  Congrefs  the  mufter- 
rolls  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  by  him  murtered. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputv  mufrer-mafttr,  be  directed  to  repair  to 
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New-Jerfey,  and  mufter  the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  and 
make  return  to  Conj^refs. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports  of  the  United  Colonies, 
after  the  firft  day  of  March  next. 

The  Coiigrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  ftate  of  the  trcafury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
rcfolutlons  : 

Whereas  an  eftimate  hath  lately  been  formed  of  the  public  ex- 
penfe  already  arifen,  and  which  may  accrue  in  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, to  the  loth  day  of  June  next,  in  purfuance  whereof  this  Gon- 
grefs  on  the  29th  of  November,  refolved  that  a  farther  fum  of  three 
niillions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit. 

Resolved,  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  fo  dire£led  to  be  emitted. 

That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  fink  its  proportion 
of  faid  bills,  in  fuch  manner,  as  may  be  moft  efFettual,  and  bell 
adapted  to  the  condition,  circumflances,  and  equal  mode  of  levying 
taxes  in  each  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  refpeftive  colony  be  deter- 
mined according- to  tha  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including 
negroes  and  mulattoes  in  each  colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  conventions, 
or  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  refpeclive  colonies,  to  af- 
certain,  by  the  m.oft  impartial  and  effev^ual  means  in  their  power, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  refpeftive  colony,  taking  care 
that  the  lifts  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  feveral  perfons 
who  fliall  be  intrufted  with  this  fervice  ;  and  that  the  faid  affemblies, 
conventions,  councils,  or  comittees  of  fafety,  do  refpeftively  lay  be- 
fore this  Congrefs,  a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  their 
rcfpeftive  colonics,  as  foon  as  the  fame  {hall  be  procured. 

That  each  colony  pay  its  refpective  quota  in  four  equal  pay- 
ments ;■  the  firft  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1783  ;  the  fecond,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November, 
1784  ;  the  third,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November,  1785  ; 
and  the  fourth  or  laft,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November, 
1786  ;  and  that  for  this  end,  the  feveral  afTcmblies  or  conventions 
provide  for  laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their  refpedtive  colonies, 
towards  finking  the  continental  bills :  that  the  faid  bills  be  re- 
ceived by  the  colletTlors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the 
collcftors  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treafurers,  with  all 
fiuh  other  monies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  continental 
bills  ;  which  other  monies  the  provincial  treafurers  Ihall  endeavour 
to  get  exchanged  for  continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  iiiall  fend  to  the  continental  treafurers  the  deficiency  in  fil- 
ver  and  gold,  with  the  bills,  making  up  the  quota  to  be  lunk  in 
that  year  ;  taking  care  to  cut,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  di- 
an«eter,  an  hole  in  fuch  bjils,  and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to 
rerider  them  unpaffable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairlv 
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legible  ;  and  the  continental  treafurers,  as  lafl  as  they  receive  the 
faiJ  quotas,  liiall,  with  the  aflirtance  of  a  committee  of  five  perfons 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Congrcfs,  if  fittin;:;-,  or  by  the  aftembly,  or 
convention  of  the  province  of  Pcnnfylvania,  examine  and  count 
the  continental  bills,  and  in  the  prcfcnce  of  the  faid  committee, 
burn  and  deftroy  them  ;  and  the  filver  and  gold  fent  them  to  make 
tip  the  deficiencies  of  quotas,  tlity  Ihall  retain  in  their  hands  until  < 
demanded  in  redemption  of  continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought 
to  them  for  that  purpofe,  v/hich  bills  fo  redeemed,  they  Ihall  alfo 
burn  and  dv^llroy  in  the  pretence  of  the  faid  committee  ;  and  the 
treafurers,  whenever  they  have  filver  and  gold  in  their  hands  for 
the  redemption  of  continental  bills,  fliall  advertife  the  fame,  figni- 
fying  that  they  are  ready  to  give  gold  or  filver,  for  fuch  bills,  to  all 
perfons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on  general  Schuyler's  letters, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  fent  to  Ticonderoga,  being  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  fame  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  Mr. 
Langdon. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  paragraph 
of  lord  Sterling's  letter  to  the  Congrefs,  complaining  that  feveral 
of  his  recruits  had  been  arrefted  and  impi'ifoned  for  trifling  debts, 
being  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  divers  perfons,  either 
from  inattention  to  the  public  good,  or  with  defign  to  retard  the 
recruiting  fervice,  have  arrefled  and  imprifoned,  for  very  trifling 
debts,  many  foldicrs,  who  had  engaged  to  rifque  their  lives  in  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  America  ;  and,  as  it  has  always  been  found 
Tiecefl'ary,  in  time  of  war,  to  regulate  and  reftrain  a  practice  of 
fuch  pernicious  tendency,  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  to  abate  the  rigour  of 
the  law  : 

Resolved,  therefore,"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
legiilatures  in  thefe  colonies,  whether  affemblies  or  conventions, 
to  pafs  arts  or  ordinances,  prohibiting  the  arrefts  of  continental 
foldiers  for  fmall  debts  ;  and  in  order  that  the  fame  rule  may  per- 
vade all  the  colonies,  that  no  foldier  be  arrefted  at  the  fuit  of  any 
of  his  creditors,  unlefs  the  faid  creditor  make  oath,  that  the  faid 
foldier  is  juftly  indel)ted  to  him  in  the  fum  of  thirty-five  dollars 
over  and  above  all  difcounts  ;  and  that  the  eftate  of  no  fuch  foldier 
be  liable  to  attachment  at  the  fuit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  all  his 
creditors,  unlefs  their  debts  in  the  whole,  on  being  afcertained  by 
their  oaths,  (hall  amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  und  fifty  dollars. 

Resolved^  That  the  feveral  letters  received  from  lord  Sterling, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  directed  to  report  an 
anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livin^fton,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

R:so!-jedy  That  the  battalion  raifedin  Pennfylvania,  be  fupplled 
with  gun-brufhes,  prickers,  double-worms,  forew-drivers,  and  oil ; 
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and  that  it  ht  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid 
cohjny  to  provide  the  fame. 

V/hei-eas  this  Conj^rcfs,  by  a  refolution  pafTcd  the  15th  day  of 
July  laft,  did  direct  that  every  vciTlI  importin^^'  into  thefe  colonies, 
gun-powder,  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and  other  military  ftores  therein 
fpecified,  vithin  nine  mouths  from  the  date  thereof,  Ihould  be 
permitted  to  load  and  export  the  produce  of  thefe  colonics,  to  the 
value  of  fuch  powder  and  {lores  afcrefaid,  the  non- exportation 
agreement  notwithftanding,  by  permits  from  the  committees  of 
the  feveral  colonies  ;  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  this  Congrefs  may 
be  the  better  informed  of  the  quantity  of  military  ftores,  which  are 
or  fhnll  be  fo  imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  aforefaid, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  committees  by  whom 
any  permits,  under  the  faid  refolution,  have  been  or  may  be  granted, 
to  tranfmit  to  this  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  a  true  account  of 
the  military  ftores,  Sec.  imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported, 
with  the  price  and  value  of  both, 

Crdered,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  publifhed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruclions  to  lieut.  col. 
Irvine  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read,   was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-inorro\v. 

WEDVESDAr,  December  27,    1775. 
A  letter  of  the  21ft,  from  the  committee  of  inTpeclion  of  the 
town  of  Lancafter,  encloftng  the  paroles  of  the  officers  there,  being 
received,  was  read. 

Resolved.,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  center  with 
captain  Motte,  and  conlult  with  him  on  the  beft  method  of  provi- 
ding the  guard  under  his  com-mand  with  provilions  on  their  return 
home. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Cii Piling,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 
The  Congrefs  then  took  into  ccnlidcration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  after  debate,  the  farther  confi- 
deration  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colonv,  vv'as  pcftponcd  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  captain  Tvlottc,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fcllov.-s: 

That  they  find  forne  of  faid  guard  have  upwards  of  240  miles 
to  march  :  that  they  will  be  content  with  eight  dollars  each,  and 
bear  their  own  expenf-s  to  their  refpeftive  homes,  or  to  be  fupplied 
by  a  commiffary,  or  any  other  way  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  judge  beft. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  faid  guard  receive 
a  fum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  each,  in  Ucu  of  all  other  provifton 
for  their  return  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Motte  be  empowered  to  psy  to  his  guard 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  a  fum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  to  any. 
one,  according  to  their  refpetfliye  diftances,  and  that  he  return  to 


DECEMBER  1775.  287 

the  committee  of  claims,  a  lift  of  his  men,  and  an  account  of  the 
payments  to  them  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat^  December's,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Sacheve- 
ral  Wood,  the  Cum  of  91.9  dollars,  for  fupport  of  17  men  to  the 
21ft  December,  who  are  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  by  or- 
der of  Congrefs. 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
G.  Wythe,  Efq;  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Indians,  for  the  fum  of  13-i  dollars,  as  a  prefent  to  faid  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  8000 
dollars,  for  the  ufc  of  the  battalion  railed  in  faid  colony,  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia  ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  fix  battalions  are  necelTnry  to  he  immpdiately 
raifed  in  Virg-inia,  and  that  they  be  raifed  accordingly,  upon  the 
fame  terms,  and  paid  as  the  continental  forces  in  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  unlefs  the  convention  of  that  colony  can  raifc  them 
on  better  terms. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  which  being  in  part  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  ftate  of  New-York,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  and 
CofRn  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  December  29,  1775. 

A  petition  of  captain  Selllck  was  prefcnted  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  F.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania 
being  read, 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  of  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  which  may  be  procured, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
farther  into  this  matter. 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the!  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideratlon  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confideratlon,  the  matter  to  them  refer- 
red, and  had  come  to  certain  ref^>lutions,  which  he  was  ready  to  re- 
port. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  the  Con^refs  took  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refo- 
liition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  colonies  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North- 
Carolina,  be  permitted  to  export  produce  from  their  refped\ive  co- 
lonies to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  the 
illands  of  Jerfey,  Gnsrnfey,  Sark,  Alderney  and  Man,  and  the 
Britifh  AVeft-India  iflands,  and  in  return,  to  import  fo  much  fait 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  not  prohibited  by  the  affociation,  as 
the  conventions  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies, 
and  the  provincial  councils  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies, 
a.r>l  the  provincial  council  of  the  other  fhall  judge  neceffary,  for  the 
ufe  of  th^  inhabitants  thereof,  now  fuffering  great  dlftrefs  by  the 
fcarcity  of  that  neceifary  article,  proper  caution  being-  taken  to 
prevent  any  abufe  of  this  indulgence,  by  exceeding  in  the  quanti- 
ties exported  or  imported,  and  that  no  provlfions,  ftaves,  or  naval 
ftores  be  exported,  if  other  commodities  may  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  importation  of  any  univerfally  neceffary 
commodity,  and  the  exportation  of  our  produce,  to  purchafe  the 
fame,  muft  give  a  proportionably  greater  opportunity  to  our  ene- 
mies of  making  depredations  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  colonies,  andof  occalionallydiftreffingthein  by  intercepting 
fuch  commodities,  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral  alTem- 
blies  or  conventions  Immediately  to  promote,  by  fufficlent  public 
encouragements,  the  making  fait  in  their  refpeftive  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  immediately  publiflied. 

The  committee  on  Indian  trade,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  lord  Sterling's  letters  alfo  brought  in  their 
report. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  in 
Virginia,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  the  feveral  matters  to 
this  day  referred,  being  poliponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  December  ZCi,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  general  Walhington  of  the  I9th  and  21ft, 
enclormg  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  general  Howe,  and  accompanied 
with  a  numbi-r  of  Intercepted  letters,  being  received  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  letters  from  tlie  general,  and  the  intercepted 
letters,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 
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The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Dcane,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter  iVonigeneral  Schuyler  of  the  2ift,  behig  received,  was 
read. 

Another  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  dated  14th  December, 
brought  by  two  llrani^'ers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Besohcd,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  who 
are  directed  to  confer  with  the  bearers,  and  to  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  intcrell;  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

Resolved,  That  major  Prefton  have  leave  to  go  to  Amboy  to  vi- 
fit  his  uncle  who  lives  there,  and  to  remain  in  that  place  one  week, 
and  then  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the 
information,  refpedling  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  being 
to  bo  procured,  report,  that  they  have  examined  into  the  fame,  and 
have  received  intelligence  that  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  other  articles  are  concealed  in  Tryon  county,  in  which  alfo 
there  are  ft-veral  tories  armed  and  inlifled  in  the  enemie's  fervice  ; 
•\v  hereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  communicate 
this  intelligence  to  general  Schuyler?  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
grefs, defirc  him  to  take  the  raoft  fpeeuy  and  efF;ftual  meafures  for 
fecuring  the  faid  arms  and  military  (lores,  and  for  difarming  the 
faid  tories,  and  apprehending  their  chiefs. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  faid  committee,  for  the  fum  of  forty  dollars,  for  expediting  the 
bufinefs  to  them  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  do  immediately 
count  the  filver  and  gold  in  the  treafury,  and  forward  the  fame, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  under  a  guard  of  five  men  to  gen.  Schuy- 
ler; and  that  the  perions  to  be  fent  by  the  foregoing  committee, 
accompany  faid  guard. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  employ  a  broker 
to  colled  filver  and  gold,  in  exchange  for  continer.tal  bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  on  captain  Sellick's  petition,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  were  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters  this  day 
read,  and  the  fteps  which  Congrefs  may  take  in  confequence  of  the 
intelligence  thereby  given,  be  kept  fecret  until  farther  orders,  ex- 
cepting only  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  Soutli-Carolina 
have  leave  to  fend  to  their  conventions,  extraAs  of  fuch  parts  of 
the  faid  letters,  as  they  niny  think  necclfary  for  the  welfare  of  their 
colonics. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  fundry  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia, alfo  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

))k.nd  ok  thk  first  volume. v| 


(general  intiejc  to  Vjolume  I. 


A  PAGE 

ACCOUNTS,  orders  for  payment,  to  be  figned  by  the  prefi- 

dent            -            - 193 

Adls  of  parliament  reftraining  commerce         -                 -  133 

Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain           -              -  36 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec           -              -  55 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies              -               -  43 

from  the  parilh  of  St.  John's,  in  Georgia            -  91 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada          -                 -  100 

a  fecond,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  142 

». to  the  alTembly  of  Jamaica              -               -  163 

to  the  people  of  Ireland              -              -         -  168 

tn  captain  White  Eyes                 -                  _                  _  275 

Admiralty  courts  eftablifhed         -              -                ,  242 

Agents  in  England,  their  circular  letter                -               -  75 

Aids-de-camp,  their  pay              -              -         -              -  lis 

Allison  reverd:nd  doAor,  to  preach  on  the  general  faft      -      -  158 

Alarm-pofts  to  convey  intelligence          -            -            -  199 

Alsop  Jobn^  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs           -            -            -  13 

Allen  Ectban,  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemy          -          -  259 

Alexander  Robert^  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs            -          -  279 

American  army,  rules  and  regulations  of          -          120,  221,  258 

Anderson  Ephraim,  adjutant            -               -              -          -  244 

Army  at  Bofton,  money  for  their  ufe          -         -            -  179 

Arms,  manufaftory  of,  recommended         -            -              -  216 

thofe  purchafed  at  Rhode-Illand,  not  to  be  a  continental 

charge            -                 -               -                -               -  261 

furnilhed  the  troops  going  to  Northampton         -  idid. 

Arnold  colonel,  his  letter  from  Crown-Point                -  123 
Affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  their  letter  to  Congrefs,  refpefting 

ConneAicut  claims            -            -             -  199 

Refolves  of  Congrefs  thereupon          -                -  216 

of  Pennfylvania  apply  for  money         -         -  212 

fend  a  melTage  to  Congrefs            -            -           -  221 

Affociation  for  a  non-importation.  Sec.                -            -  31 

B 

Ballots,  -when  equal,  how  determined                    -              -  193 

Barnet  William,  appointed  furgeon                 -                 -  267 

BartU't  Josiab,  takes  his  fi-at  in  Congrefs            -               -  IST 

Battalions  to  be  raifcd  in  PenJiiylvania            -            -  268 
Vol.  I.                      -                P2 


INDEX. 

Batteries  in  the  highlands  of  New-York           -           -  199 

Bedford  Gunnings  deputy  mufter-mafter                  -              -  158 

ordered  to  mufter  the  Pennfylvania  troops  268 

Bermuda  addreffes  Congrefs                  -                     -  150 

excepted  from  the  non-importation  agreement  236 

jBcrioM  PfJ^r,  his  petition  difmifTed                -                 -  283 

Beveridge  David^  his  petition  confidered                -                -  278 

Boeriim  Simon.,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs          -               -  21 

5ojf  on,  hoftile  appearances  there                  -              -  23 

may  be  attacked  when  the  general  thinks  fit          -  281 

Bounty  given  at  Rhode-Iiland,  no  continental  charge  262 

^ooc  major,  promoted                     -                     -                     -  189 

iSoj'^  doftor,  appointed  furgeon               -                     -        .  271 

^reTOtfr  major,  promoted                       -                -              -  189 

Bull  Jobn,  colonel                         -                              -  240 

Campbell  Donald^  promoted                       -              -              -  158 

Carnpbell  Symes,  and  others,  taken  prifoners                -  208 

Canada,  addrefs  to                -                -                       -              -  100 

not  to  be  invaded  by  the  colonifts         -             '      a  ^^^ 

Cfljwe// i?/c/6flrrf,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs               -           ^  13 

Cbitrcb  Bcnjumhi,  diicCVui-genf^ral  of  the  hofpital               -  167 

correfponds  with  the  enemy           -  204 

is  clofe  confined            -              -            -  221 

Cloathing  for  the  army  -  -  -  _         217,262 

Cloxigh  Alexander,  adjutant          _              -              -              -  235 

Clymer  George,  continental  treafurer            -               -  173 

Co^n  captain,  his  vefTel  detained  at  New-York               -  111 

Commiilioners  for  Indian  affairs              *     ,        -                  -  157 

Commiffary  of  ftores  for  New- York  department           -  158 

GommiiTary -general  to  provide  beef  and  pork         -            -  195 

inftruftions  to  him              -         -  217 

Committee  to  ftate  the  rights  of  the  colonies           -  12 

their  report            -                _              _              -  20 

to  prepare' an  addrefs  to  the  king          -              -  22 

of  Bofton,  tlieir  letter  to  Congrefs          -         -  23 

to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  Great-Britain,  26 

to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  Quebec,  Sec.              -  52. 

^.         to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  people  of  Canada  99 

"*         to  devife  means  of  procuring"  military  ftores  Ibid. 

for  eftablifliing  continental  ports          -              -  102 

to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  convention  of  Bofton  "^ 

110  draft  a  petition  to  the  king                                   !  . 

to  prepare  a  fecond  addrefs  to  Great-Britain         | 

to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  Jamaica  J 

to  form  an  eftimate  of  expcnfcs              -              -  161 

to  plan  a  general  hofpital              -                -  160 

TO  fuperlntend  the  printing  of  money                 -  162 

to  report  on  lord  North's  conciliatory  refulution  ibid, 

to  revife  the  journals  of  Congrefs               -  254 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Committee  for  procuring  lead  and  fait  -  -  179 

for  procuring  medicines  «  -  -.        186 

for  fettling  the  rifle  company's  accounts  -  ibid. 

bring  in  their  accounts  -  -  188 

for  fupplying  the  army  with  provlfions  -  189 

to  confider  the  flate  of  trade  -  190 

for  purchafing  wollens  -  -  ibid. 

of  claims,  report  fundry  accounts,  189,  190,  191,  192, 
193,  194,  195,  196,  197,  201,  203,  205,  206,  210, 
213,  220,  222,  233 
of  claims,  a  new  one  appointed"  -  .  191 

of  conference  with  general  WaHiington  ibid. 

to  take  money  with  them  for  the  army  195 

their  report  -  -  -  -  215 

powder,  may  export  produce,   &c.  -  198 

for  purchafing  goods,  a  draft  in  their  favour  ibid. 

for    fettling   difputes    between    Pennfylvania   and 

Connecticut,  make  report  -  -  205 

naval,  to  draw  on  the  treafiiry  -  -  213 

H^    to  vifit  the  northern  army  -  -  214 

**     their  inftruaions  -  -  ^  222,  230 

for  examining  the  treafury  -  -  219 

fecret,  one  appointed  -  -  -  222 

for  fupplying  foldiers  in  the  barracks  -  233 

for  examining  frauds  -  -  238 

of  correfpondencc,  -  -  -  254 

*     money  advanced  to  them  -  -  271 

for  fettling  accounts  in  Maffachufetts,  difcharged    259 

of  qualifications  -  -  -  267 

Commons  of  Great-Britain,  their  conciliatory  refolutions  98 

their  oppreilive  afts  29,    135 

Conciliatory  refolution,  opinion  of  Congrefs  thereon  176 

Congress,    their  firft  meeting  at  Philadelphia  -  3 

form  rules  for  their  own  government  1  1 

their  opinion  and  advice  on  the  proceedings  of  the 

county  of  Suttblk  -  -  19 

advife  the  merchants  to  enter  into  a  non-importa- 
tion agreement  -  -  -  20 
their  advice  to  the  people  of  Bofton  -  25,  26 
their  letter  to  governor  Gage  -  -  25 
their  declaration  of  rights  -  -  26 
addrefs  the  people  of  Great-Britain  -  36 
their  memorial  to  the  Bvitilh  colonies  -  43 
their  refolve  refpedling  the  carrying  perfons  beyond 

fea  for  trial  -  -  -  -  53 

their  letter  to  St.  John's,  &c.  -  -  ibid. 

tlieir  acknoAvledgincnts  to  friends  in  England  54 

their  letter  to  the  agents  in  England  -  ibid. 

addrefs  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  Sec,  -  55 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Congress  thank  the  aftembly  of  Pennfylvania                 -  63 

diffolve  themfelves              _              _              _  ibid. 

the  fecond  meet  at  Philadelphia              -           -  69 

their  petition  to  the  king                 -                 •  63 

provincial,  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  their  letter  76 

iffue  bills  ef  credit                _                _               -  78 

their  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin              -              -  idid. 

their  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  89 

advife  the  colony  of  New-York                    -  94 

confider  the  ftate  of  America  -  -  96 
refolve  on  a  non-exportation  to  colonies  not  repre- 

fented  in  Congrefs              -              -              -  95 

refolve  to  put  the  colonies  in  a  ftate  of  defence  98 
direft    the   militia  of  New-York  to  be  armed  and 

trained                -                >                -                -  99 

their  letters  to  Canada                -                -.  100 

refolve  to  defend  Crown-Point              -              -  104 

^dvife  the  convention  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  lOSi 

raife  fix  companies  of  riflemen  -  -  llO 
form  the  militia                -                -                -       ,158 

appoint  a  general  for  their  army              -  111 

tnodcl   thtw    aii-riy                      _                       .                       ,  112 

refolve  to  fiipport  and  affift  their  general  114 

order  troops  to  New- York                 -               -  113 

order  troops  to  Bofton               -               -               -  J 15 

their  firft  emifnon  of  money              -              -  118 

conciliate  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indians              -■•  131 

their  public  declaration                -                -  134 

their  fecond  petition  to  the  king                    -  139 

their  fecond  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  142 

their  letter  to  the  Lord  Major                 -  149 

their  letter  to  Richard  Penn.  Efq;                -  ibid. 

refolves  refpedling  the  Indians              -              -  151 

encourage  the  importation  of  faltpetre,  8cc.  157 

their  addrefs  to  the  affombly  of  Jamaica  163 

encreafe  their  army              -              -              -  165 

emit  more  money,              -              -         -  ibid, 

form  a  general  poft-office              -                -  ibid. 

form  a  general  hofpital                          -                 -  166 

addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland                  -  168 

fix  the  pay  of  their  cfTicers                  -              -  172 

fix  the  quota  of  each  colony          -            -          174,  284 

their  opinion  of  the  conciliatory  refolution  176 

adjourn  -  -  .  .  -  180 
endeavour  to  intercept  two  veffels  bound  to  Canada  197 

order  '/old  and  filver  to  be  colleded                -  198 

recommend  an  arreft  of  fufpicious  perfons  ibid. 

fo:-ify  Iludfon's  river  -  -  -  199 
direct  an  cftimate  to  be  made  of  damage  done  by  the 

enemy               -             -             _               _  206 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Congress  fit  out  crulzers  -  -  -         -  211 

their  refolves  refpedling  trade  -  -  212 

fupply  the  northern  army  with  cloathing  -  214 

their  inftruciions  to  the  council  of  N.  Hampfliirc      215 
augment  and  regulate  their  army  -  216 

eftablifli  packets  -  -  -  232 

fupply  Bermuda  with  provifions  -  -  236 

fupply  the  Indians  ••  -  -  238 

model  their  navy  _  -  -  242,  255 

refolve  another  emiflion  -  -  254,  257 

promote  the  recruiting  fervlce  -  -  255 

their  inflru^lions  to  Virginia  -  -  260 

refolve  that  no  colony  fliall  feparatcly  petition  the 

crown  -  -  -         -  -  260 

their  reply  to  the  king's  proclamation         -  263 

urge  the  eafteru  governments  to  alTift  the  general 

with  their  militia  _  _  ,  266 

augment  their  navy  .  .  _  272 

engage   to  repay  New- York   and  Pennfylvania  the 

powder  and  arms  borrowed  from  them  277 

their  refolves  on  the  difputes  between  Pennfylva- 
nia and  Connefticut  -  -  -  279 
Connfct/cziif  urged  to  conipleat  their  levies                    -  161 
forbid  to  fettle  lands  in  Pennfylvania                 -            283 
Connolly      major,  taken  prifoner               -               -                           255 
Connolly^     Cameron  and  Smithy  confined  at  Philadelphia             266 
Currency  continental,  how  to  be  funk              -                    174,  284 
form  of  the  bills                 -               -           261 
refolve  for  the  fupport  of  its  credit         284 
Crown-Point  in  danger              -              -              -              -  104 

D 

Declaration  of  rights  -  -  -  -  26 

on  taking  up  arms  -  -  -  134, 

on  the  king's  proclamation         -  -  263 

Delegates,  their  firft  meeting         -  -  -  .  3 

their  fecond  Congrefs  -  -  .  .  59 

additional  -  _  -  .  _  94 

for  Pennfylvania  -  -  -         -  -  219 

Delegates  may  frank  letters  -  -  -  226 

not  to  be  abfent  witliout  leave  -  -  233 

Depofitions  refpefting  Lexington  battle  -  -  79 

Delerters,  penalties  on  thole  that  harbour  them  -  218 

Dickinson  John,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs  -  30 

Doors  of  Congrefs  to  be  Ihut  during  bufincfs  -  -  75 

jDwcZie  Rev.  Mr.  opens  Congrefs  with  prayers  -  11,   69 

to  preach  on  the  general  faft  -         -  158 

to  preach  Mr.  Randolph's  funeral  fermon       207 

Dunmore  lord,  contravenes   the    non-exportation   agreement  255 

his  condudl  in  Virginia         -         -         -         250 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Djcr  colonel,  his  account  for  medicines  fettled  -                269 

E 

Edwards  Timot.bj,  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs  -           239 

EmifTions  of  bills  of  credit          -         -          .           .  us,  254 

F 

Falmoutb  burnt              -              -            -              -  -              212 

Fad,  a  general  one  appointed         -          -                -  1.09 

Fenton  Jobn,  obtains  leave  to  go  to  England  -                  188 

Field  officers              -              -                -               -  -              221 

Fleming  Edtvard,  adjutant  general  for  the  northern  army          185 

Flints,  a  quantity  purchafed               -               -  -              262 

Franklin  doiStor,  obtains  leave  to  land  his  bookn,  Sec.  185 

poftmafter-general              -          -           -  -               166 

Franks  David,  commilTary  of  prifoners          _           _  _          258 

G 

Gage  general,  fortifies  Bofton              -              -  -                 23 

a  letter  to  hiin  from  Congrefs            -  -              25 

his  letter  to  the  prefident              -  -              62 

Gates  Horatio,  adjutant  general             -            -  -           114 

Georgia  accedes  to  the  general  afTociation            -  -              161 

delegates   apply   for   advice,   refpeiling    two    cargoes 

fiom  Orcat-Britaiii                       _                 _  „                      187 

proceedings  there,  laid  before  Congrefs  -             91 

defended         -              -              -              -  -                218 

Gridlej  Mr.  colonel  of  artillery                     -              f.  -          189 

indemnified               -            _              _  ,                234 

Gunoowder,  the  manufacture  of,  recommended  108,   157 

H 

Hall  Lyman,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs          -  »                  91 

Halsted  Matthias,  appointed  quarter-mafter         -  -          280 

Hancock  John,  Efq;  prefident  of  Congrefs  -                   97 

Hooper  William,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs            -  -          13 

Hanson  John,  commander,  pro  tempore           -  -           226 

Hay  lieutenant,  returns  to  England  on  parole  -                273 

Henry  Patrick,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs  -            96 

Herring  John,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs  -                21 

Hewes  Joseph,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs              -  -            13 

added  to  the  committee  of  claims                    -  208 

HUlegas  Michael,  continental  treafurer              -  -            173 

Holmes  James,  appointed  furgeon                  -  -                280 

Hopkins  Stephen,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs       -  -              96 

Hopkins  Ezeh.  commander  of  the  fleet          -              -  281 

Hofpital  general,  committee  to  frame  one            '-  -          162 

framed  and  eRablifhed              -              -  -              166 

Hudfon's  river  fortified                _              -                .  199,223 

Hudson  Jonathan,  his  petition  and  refolves  thereon  270 

I 

Jamaica,  addnfs  to  the  affemhly  of                -  -                 163 

Jefferson  Iboniusy  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs  -                116 


INDEX. 

PAG» 

yenkins  captain  allowed  to  carry  provifions  to  Nantucket         257 
this  refolve  reconfidered  -  -  260,  269 

iadians,  danger  of  a  rupture  with  them  in  Virginia  104 

efforts  to  obtain  their  friendfhip  -  131,238 

a  fpeech  to  be  made  to  them  -  -  151 

a  treaty  with  them  at  Albany  -  -  186 

minifterial  agents  endeavour  to  engage  them  in  the 

war  ...  -  283 

conference  with  -  -  281,  283 

Inhabitants,  number  in  each  colony  to  be  taken  -  284 

Intelligence  conveyed  by  alarm  ports  -  -  199 

yones   Willie.)  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs  -  162 

Journals  of  Congrefs  ordered  to  be  publiflied  -  53 

Irvine  JameSy  lieutenant-colonel  _  _  -         240 

Judge  advocate,  his  pay  -  -  -  -  189 

K 
Kinsey  James,  and  Jobn  Debart,  refign  their  feats  in  Congrefs  256 
Kirkland  Samu^ly  Indian  miflionary  -  -  230 

Knox  Henrj,  colonel  of  artillery  ,  «  _  234 

to  infpeft  the  forts  on  Hudfon's  river  -  260 

L 
Lead  to  be  fearched  for  and  coUeclerl  -  -  178 

Letter  to  general  Gage  from  the  county  of  Suffolk  18 

to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's,  8tc.  -  -  53 

to  the  American  agents  in  England  -  54 

from  general  Gage  to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  62 

circular  from  the  agents  in  England  -  75 

from  the  provincial  Congrefs  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  to 

Congrefs  -  -  -  -  76 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  -  89 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  -  -  100 

to  the  lord  mayor  of  London  -  -  149 

to  Richard  Pcnn,  Efq;  _  -  _  ibid. 

from  Bermuda  -  -  -  -  184 

Letters  feveral,  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs  -  185 

to  delegates,  and  commanders  in  chief,  poft  free    226,  227 

intercepted,  ordered  to  be  publilhed  -  271 

of  thanks  to  the  general  officers  in  the  northern  army    idid, 

intercepted,  and  fecrecy  enjoined  -  -  289 

Lee  Richard  Henry,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs  -  10 

Lee  Charles,  fecond  major-general  -  -  115 

Lexington  battle,  an  account  of  -  -  79 

Library  company  of  Philadelphia  offer  Congrefs  the  ufe   of 

their  books  -  -  -  -  II 

Lieutenants,  fecond,  their  pay  in  marching  regiments  195 

Livingston  Walter,  commiffarv  for  the  New-York  department    158 
Livingston  Henry  B.  honoured  by  Congrefs  -  27J 

Loivry  Ibomas,  commifTory  in  Ncw-Jerfey  -  235,  267 


INDEX. 

M  PAGE 

Mar.Iy,  captain,  takes  a  prize              .              _              _  269 

Marines  ordered  to  be  raifed                 _              _              _  229 

Maryland  fends  new  delegates  to  Congrefs               -  183 

Mattack  Timothy^  appointed  clerk  of  Congrefs                -  94 

to  take  charge  of  military  (lores                   -  197 

Matroffes  to  be  '■a i fed  in  New- York                -                -  210 

M'-Gregor  Dotigal,  his  petition              _                _                ~  262 

Mead  and  company  permitted  to  export  produce  274 

Middleton  Henry,  chofen  prefident  of  Congrefs              -  5  3 

Militia,  rulis  for  its  regulation                   -                   -  158 

not  to  be  called  out  without  confent  of  the  legiflature  266 

Military  (lores,  account  of  their  importation  called  for  285 

Minutes  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read  every  morning  273 

Money  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  -  179,    180 

feat  to  the  northern  army                 -                 -  207 

advanced  to  the  pay  mafter-general            -             -  231 

to  Georgia              _              _              -  226 

to  the  convention  of  New-York          -  231 

to  New-Jerfey               _              .              .  227 

to  P.nr.fylvania  -  -  244,  287 

tx^  M^w  T-Tampfhire  and  MafTachufetts-Bay     259 

to  Rhode-Iiland                _                 -  '^l2 

Morris  Leivis,  colonel,  commifTary  for  Indian  affairs  186 

Mont crieff  Pat.  obtains  leave  to  go  to  England              -  132 

Montgomery  general,  takes  Montreal              -              -  253 

is  promoted               -              -                       -  268 

allowed  to  purchafe  cloathing  for  his  army  ibid. 

allowed  table  expenfes                -                -  271 

Morgan  Dr.  John,  direflor  general  of  the  hofpital  206 

M'-Pberson  captain,  fent  to  camp             _              _              «  207 

Morris  Anthony,  major                     -               -                   -  240 

Motion  in  Congrefs  not  to  be  made  after  12  o'clock  276 

Motte  captain,  prifoners  under  his  care  difpofed  of  ibid. 

money  advanced  him          -          -                   -  ibid. 

his  guard  provided  for           -            -            -    jf  286 

Murray  Robert  and  yobn,  their  memorial               -               -  100 

Murray  Sansom  and  others,  report  on  their  memorial  231 

•  N 

Nantucket,  refolye  refpefting  provifions  exported  thereto  102 

to  be  fupplied  with  provifions          -           -  257 

this  refolve  reconfidered  -  -  260,  269 

Navy  continental,  formed          -          -              -              -  242 

rules  and  regulations  of  -  244,  261,  268 

Naval  committee,  to  fit  out  armed  veffels  for  the  defence  of 

Chefapeak  Bay                  .     ^       .              .  255 

to  engage  feamen  and  purchafe  (lores        -  261 

a  new  one  appointed                -              -  269 

empowered  to  augment  the  navy                -  272 

to  drav/  on  the  trcafury                    -                  -  275 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Naval  committee  to  iffue  warrants  to  their  officers,  and  direft 

the  operations  of  the  navy              -              -  281 

Naval  officers  appointed                     -              -              ,  ibid, 

New-Jersey  to  raife  two  battalions                     -                -  200 

troops  fupplied  and  ordered  to  march         -  267 

Nevf-Hampshire  applies  to  Gongrefs  for  advice                   -  206 

the  reply  of  Gongrefs         -           -              -  215 

Newton  Downham,  permitted  to  export  -  ■-253 

New-Tork  applies  to  Gongrefs  for  advice          -           -  94 

applies  for  money,— not  granted         -            -  282 

Non-importation  agreement  refolved  on  -  20,   31 

explained  and  extended         -              -                -  180 

North  lord,  his  conciliatory  refolution         -               -  98 

endeavours  to  enforce  it  -  •102 

North-Carolina.,  refolves  of,  for  raifing  the  militia         -  119 

applies  for  money           -               -             -              -  220 

battalions  put  on  the  eftablifhment              -  252 

Nova-Scotia  applies  to  join  the  affociation           -                -  213 

O 

Officers,  Britidi,  not  allowed  to  negociate  bills  of  exchange  105 

Officers  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity           -           -             -  175 

Officers  having  ferved,  to  be  preferred  i"  *h»  «©w  cnllftmentq  217 

in  the  navy,  their  pay              -               -              -  268 

P 

Packets  eftablilhed              .               .             -                 -  232 

Paddock  and  Cojffin  petition  Gongrefs                    -                  -  282 

Pay  of  various  officers  afcertained                 -                     -  172 

of  the  continental  treafurers                  -                -  175 

of  the  navy           _            -               -                     _  268 

Paymafter-general  to  give  fecurity         -                  -            -  167 

Penn  John,  takes  his  feat  in  Gongrefs              -             -  202 

Pennsylvania  to  raife  one  battalion           -              -              -  203 

money  granted  for  the  purpofe  -                  -  226 

to  raife  eight  companies  of  riflemen       -           -  117 

committee  to  nominate  their  own  officers  274 

and  Gonnedicut,  difputes  between  them         -  279 

battalion,  allowances  made  them           -             280,  285 

Petitions  to  the  king              .              .              .              _       63,  139 

Philips  EUsha.,  commifTary  for  the  northern  army  185 

Pomeroy  general,  fiipcrceded                     -              -              -  160 

Poft-office  formed                   -               -              -              -  165 

Powder  to  be  manufactured  and  Imported              .                -  157 

an  account  of,  to  be  taken         -                  -  185 

report  made              -              -                -                -  192 

Prefident  may  adjourn  Gongrefs         -           -                  -  12 

Preston  major  and  others,  to  repay  money  advanced  them  268 

obtains  leave  to  ro  to  Lancafter          -              -  276 

allowed  to  go  to  Amboy             -                -  289 

Price  Thomas,  money  advanted  him                  -                  -  231 

Vol.  I.  '  0^2 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Piifoners  taken  at  St.  John's  difpofed  of           -               233,  265 

arrive  at  Philadelphia                 -                      -  265 

•     of  war,  refolves  concerning  them           -             258,  262 

allowed  to  fell  their  bills  for  fubfiftance          -  268 

may  clioofe  their  refidence           -             -  276 

Prizes  naval,  dlftribution  of         -            -            -                  -  243 

Proclamation  of  the  king,  remarks  on          -              -  263 

Purviance  Meffrs.  their  memorial             -               -                -  193 

Putnam  Israel.,  major-general                         -                 -  115 

Quarter-mafter  general,  his  rank           _              .              -  282 

Quota  of  each  colony,  how  determined                    -            -  284 

R 
Randolph  Peyton^  firft  prefident  of  Congrefs              -              -  4 
preiident  of  the  fecond  Congrefs                     -  69 
his  death  and  funeral                -              -                 -  207 
Rank  of  continental  and  provincial  officers                   -  218 
Read  Joseph.,  his  letter  refpefting  cloathing        -              -  185 
Recruiting  fervice  promoted              -              -              -  255  - 
Re-captures,  how  difpofed  of                    -              -               -  261 
Regonville  Mr.  permitted  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  280 
Refolve  refpeaing  ilic  v-an^lng  perfons  beyond  fea  for  trial  53 
Refolution,  conciliatory,  of  the  houfe  of  commons               -  98 
Refolves  on  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga              -             -  104 
Refolution,  conciliatory,  enforced                 -                -  102 
i?/6oc?e-/5/crncf  urged  to  compleat  its  levies              -              -  161 
Riflemen,  fix  companies  to  be  ralfed                -              -  110 
Ross  George.,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs              -              -•  13 
Rules  and  regulations  of  the  army              -                 120,  216,  262 
of  the  navy              -                 244,  261,  268 
S 
Salt  allowed  to  be  imported               _               -               _  288 
method  of  making  it,  enquired  into                -              -  179 
Saltpetre  and  fulphur  to  be  colle died              -              -  109 
the  importation  encouraged                 -              -  157 
♦             -the  manufaftory  of  it  promoted         205,  227,  230,  232 
mine  in  Virginia              ...  209 
fulphur  and  arms  may  be  imported  from  the  Weft- 
Indies                .                _                .                    -  ibid. 
committee  may  draw  on  the  treafury         -  240 
Schuyler  Pbilip,  m'^]Ov-ge:ntrz\              -              -                    -  115 
powers  given  him               -                   -  161 
blank  commiffions  fent  to  him                -  185 
intelligence  from  him,  publifhed  188 
the  troops  from  N.  York  ordered  to  join  him  ibid, 
directed  to  fearch  for  lead  at  Crown-Point  235 
ordered  to  difarm  the  tones  in  Tryon  county  289 
filver  and  gold  tranfmitted  to  him         -  ibid» 
Stamniel  major,  promoted                -               -             r  189 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Secrecy  enjoined  the  members  of  Congrcfs         -               -74 
refpeCting  intercepted  letters          -                 -  ^89 
Seamen,  their  pay                    -              -              -               -  273 
Sbinn  Biidclcl,  quarter-mafter                  -                              -  244 
Signers  to  the  continental  currency              -              -          165,  270 
5yJeHC  major,  arrives,  and  his  papers  examined                -  \07 
is  put  under  parole                -              -              -  109 
fent  to  Connecticut         -              -              -  119 
feveralrefolves  concerning  him         -            -  133 
Soldiers  not  to  be  arrefted  for  trifling  debts                  -  285 
South-Carolina  defended              -              -              -              -  218 
diredled  to  form  a  plan  of  government  219 
Spencer  Elibu  and  Alexander  M^JVborter,  money  advanced  278 
St.  Join's  fort  taken               -               -                -            231,  234,  265 
Stewart  and  Jackson.,  their  memorial         -              -            -  184. 
Stringer  Samuel,  director  of  the  hofpltal  in  tlie  northern   de- 
partment              -               -                -               -              -  18S 
SubGftance  allowed  to  troops  on  recruiting  fervice            -  202 
Suffolk  county,  their  refoUvs  and  addrefs  to  general  Gage  14 
Surgeons,  one  allowed  to  each  battalion              -              -  26/ 
5y7ne5  lieutenant,  taken  prifoncr           -         -              -  210 

T 

Table  expsnfes  allowed  commanding  officers            -           -  268 

Tea-holders,  their  memorial  rejedlcd         -           -              -  253 

TA'vWi-i'rt  C/6flr/e5,  fecretary  of  Congrefs  -  -  4,69 

Thomas  general,  promoted              -              -  160 

Th.im^on  WiUiam,  an  order  on  the  treafurer  in  his  favour  175 

^ilgbnian    Matthew,  takes  his  feat  in  Gongrefs                 -  12 

Ticotideroga  t^Vtn                  -                           -  96 

in  dan:;-er  of  bsin-v  retaken                  -                  -  104 

the  p. IV  of  the  troops  there          -                  -  117 

inftruAions  to  the  committee  appointed  to  go  there  224 

Tories  in  Tryon  county,  to  be  difarmed                -                -  229 

Trade,  refolves  refpedtin^  it               -               -                -  212 

Treafurers,  continental,  appointed           -               -              -  173 

to  give  fecurity          -               -     ■  175 

Treafury,  refolves  for  the  fupport  of  its  credit                   -  284 

TVum^'i///  7'o^e/)i6,  commiflary-general               -               -  160 

Trumhull  Jonathan,  pay-mafter              -               -              -  167 

Trumbull  Joseph,  draws  on  Gongrefs  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy  200 

Tryon  county,  torics  there  difarmed                 -                -  239 

Tudor  William,  judge  advocate              -               -               -  173 

V 

VefTcls  retaken,  how  difpofcd  of                   -                -  261 

VefTeis  tranfporting  llores,  8cc.  to  the  enemv,  lav^ful  pri.ze  277 

taken  and  carried  into  N.  England,  to  be  libelled  thtre  278 

F/rg-m/a  fends  new  delegates  to  Gongrefs              -              -  182 

troops  fent  tliere  from  Pennfylvania               -  2.") 9 

fix  battalion*  railed  there         -              -               -  287 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Walker  John,  one  0/ the  Indian  commiflloners             -  161 
Walker  Thomas,  one  of  the  Indian  commiflioners  -.          187 
Ward  Samuel,  takes  his  lc"at  in  Congrels                    -  -     95 
Ward  Ariimus,  mapr-generil                  -            -  -            114 
Warren  James,  pay  mafter-general               -              -  167 
Washington  George,  Efq;  appointed  generaliflio  of  the  Ame- 
rican army              -              -  -          112 
his  fpeech  on  the  occafion             -  ibid* 
his  commiffion         -              -  -          114 
empowered  to  encreafe  his  army  162 
allowed  to  attack  Boftan              -  281 
Wharton  Carpenter,  contracfts  to  fupply  the  army  -          268 
White  Eyes   captain,  introduced  to  Congrefs              -  275 
Wisner   Henry,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs             -  -             13 
Wyoming,  hoftilities  there                   -              -              -  215 


*4 


Deacidified  using  the  Bookkeeper  process. 
Neutralizing  agent:  Magnesium  Oxide 
Treatment  Date:  Dec.  2004 

PreservationTechnologies 

A  WORLD  LEADER  IN  PAPER  PRESERVATION 

1 1 1  Thomson  Park  Drive 
Cranberry  Township,  PA  16066 
(724)779-2111 


